
Auditions for "Cat on a Hotr
Roof and "Our Country's Goc
7-10 p.m., Aug. 20 and S
Longstreet Theatre. For more
formation, call 777-9353.

USC stuc
encore editorRUTH NETTLES

Students gathered two nights ago
in the Russell House Ballroom to watch
their friends stand up on stage, forget
their names, act like Tarzan and dance
with brooms.

Michael Anthony calls himself a
hypnomentalist, his own word for what
he does.

His show combines mentalism (what
looks to us like magic tricks) and hypnotism.

"My uncle did hvonosis and magic.
I first got interested from him," Anthonysaid.

He began by learning magic and
moved into hypnosis in his early 20s.
He studied neural linguistics programming,or NLP, in Canada.

NLP is a method of reading a person'sphysiological signs to understand
what parts of his brain are being accessedand, therefore, what he might
bethinking.

Book makt
asst. features editorDENESHIA GRAHAIV

Even though today marks the first da
es, a select group of freshmen started t
demies on Monday with the First Year
Experience.

The program is an effort to involve j
in an academic experience during Welco
and before classes begin.

"The First Year Reading Experienc
strates to the scared new freshmen th;
members are human and that the fresl
engage in stimulating intellectual discuss
a novel without fear of uttering their c

ion," said Don Greiner, associate provost
ofundergraduate affairs.

Greiner created the program five yei
response to students who said they wan
academic activities with professors outs
classroom, and a more intellectual expe
common among theirpeers.

"I never had any trouble getting facul
ticipate," Greiner said.

However, he was concerned that f
were getting the wrong impression whei
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Anthony has also been certified in

Ericsonian hypnosis, the stage hyp- t
nosis he performs. a

"When people don't understand how I
something happens, they think I must
have some 'power,'" Anthony explained. ^
Tm the first to tell them not to take

' ^
me too seriously." c

One ofhis most entertaining shows
was at a corporate function with well- v

dressed businessmen.
"I had already told one of them he

was hot, and so he had taken offhis tie
and loosened his shirt," recalls Antho- ^
ny, "And then I told him whenever he t
heard the word Tarzan,' he wouldjump r
up, beat his chest, and then when he
stopped, he wouldn't know what he had v
been doing. He ended up tearing offhis g
shirt, popping off all of the buttons!"

1 Anthony traveled from table to table in e
the Russell House Tuesday afternoon c
to entertain and gain interest in his v
show. g
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with academics. Therefore, the
treshmen

ence js scheduled for tl
me ee morning of every school year.

, This year's novel was "WhoW
ISy Hospital?" by Lorrie Moore,
lmen can Cynthia Davis, assistant pro!
don about ^ a sc^ar on topic ofwome
iwn opin- as ^est sPeakerand

dean Past selections have include
Wide" by Pat Conroy, "Rich in Lo

irs ago in Humphreys, "The Great Gats
ited more Fitzgerald and "The Bear" by W:
ide ofthe The first two years, authc
irience in Humphreys were able to attend 1

serve as the guest speakers,
tytopar- Both Fitzgerald and Faulkner

cause that year marked their li
reshmen A novel by Ernest Hemingwa
1 the first 100 years old in 1999, is likely t

selection.
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As he performed one card trick, he
old the students with a big smile, "Pick
i card... Ill go ahead and tell you now
cheat."
He performed a two-hour show

liesday night in the ballroom to an aulienceof fascinated students who
ouldn't stop laughing.

In his shows, Anthony begins
rith 30 or 40 volunteers who rush the
tage, and gradually narrows it down
0 a group of 15 by looking for signs of
trance.
By looking for dilation of pupils,

lushed faces, and other signs, he can
ell which members of the group are
nost suggestive and uses them.

Once Anthony had chosen his 15
olunteers, the nighfs real laughter be:an.

lhe volunteers were made to teel
xtremely hot, and clothes began to
ome off. Then they were made to feel
eiy cold, and they began to huddle toother.
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One girl was made to forget the
number six. When she began to count
her fingers, she got 10, then 11, then
12 and couldn't understand why.
Perhaps one of the best suggestions
to the group was when they were told
that they were in the fifth grade and
Anthony was their much-hated teacher.
Whenever he turned his back, they
made faces and gestures at him.

Shortly afterwards, Anthony used
J 1 J1 1_ *-I* J VI 1 1 J

a rea nanoKercmei ana a DiacK nanakerchiefto alternately (and even simultaneously)put the volunteers into
peals of laughter and then make
them turn their heads in disgust.

Both the audience and the volunteerswere thoroughly entertained by
the end of the evening.

Anthony has been doing these performancesfor eight years.
This was the second year in a row

he's entertained USC during Welcome
Week.
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