EVENTS
P> "Joseph and the Amazing Techni-
color Dreamcoat," 7:30 p.m., April 8
to 9, Koger Center. Tickets cost $30
or $28 and are available at the Car-

Eorc.

SITE OF THE DAY

Want to go 1o Vegas, but

can't afford the trip.

olina Coliseum box office and all Capi- http:/. fwwwvirtualve—

tol Tickets outlets. 251-2222. gas.com
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«Festival names

staff writer AAMIE BOWMAN

Music Midtown, an Atlanta festi-
val, is set to kick off its fifth anniver-
sary May 1 to May 3.

The festival is organized by Alex
Cooley and Peter Conlon who organize
events from talent buying to market-

ng.

It began as an attempt to unite cul-
turally and demographically diverse
people in celebration of the arts. Since
Music Midtown's debut in 1994, atten-
dance has nearly tripled with a turnout
of 200,668 in 1997,

New this year is a tent-covered main
stage to allow for a more intimate set-
ting for folk, jazz and Cajun artists.

This year's line-up includes such
artists as 2 Skinnee J's, Blue Moun-
tain, Boys Choir of Harlem, Paula Cole,

music acts

college press EXCHANGE

YPSILANTI, Mich. — In a second-
floor flat in Ypsilanti, Mich., lives a
woman named Delphine Abraham who
has provoked the biggest dictionary
in America to make a significant
change, redefining hundreds of offen-
give words.

Among them: “nigger.”

That's the word Delphine looked
up late one night last spring, just cu-
rious, during a break in her overnight
shift as a computer technician.

Delphine paged through the dic-
tionary on her desk, Merriam Web-

ster’s Collegiate Dictionary, which sells

hundreds of thousands of copies

Q Foo Fighters, Fuel, God Lives Under-

water, Indigo Girls, Etta James, Jolene,
Letters to Cleo, Morphine, Pain,
Sqwzbxx, Tonic, Violent Femmes
and many more.

Other festivities include an Artist's
Market featuring handerafted items by
Southeast artisans and a children's
area,

There will also be food and bever-
ages available on-site from Atlanta
restaurants such as Ben & Jerry's and
Taste of New Orleans.

" Tickets cost $20 for a one day pass
or $30 for a three day pass and canbe
purchased through TicketMaster out-
lets or charged by phone at (404) 249-
6400.

Anyone interested in volunteering
should call the volunteer hotline at (770)
723-6572 or visit the Music Midtown
website at www.musicmidtown.com.

SPECIAL TO THE GAMECOCK

each year, second only to the Bible.

That it was there at all sur-
prised her. But the first eight words
of the 12-line definition stunned her
even more:

- SEAN RAYFORD Asst, Photo Editor
(Above) 2 Skinnee Jays,
frequent performers at
Columbia’'s Elbow Room
=1 Music Hall in Five Points,

will join Jolene (left), “I:aplack person, usu. taken to
Morphine, Sqwzbxx, the be offensive.”
Indigo ' Girls, Paula Cole It took a second to think it through:

Ablack person is not a nigger, There-
fore, a nigger is not a black person.
‘Why would a dictionary print such
Countless other people have
checked the same defiiition in the
same dictionary.

If they were shocked, they didn't
call home at 2 a.m. to say so, as Del-
phine did, rousing her mother from
sleep to check her own dictionary.

They didn't start a petition drive
as Delphine did, paying Kinko's to

and other acts at
Atlanta’s Music Midtown
Festival May 1 to May 3.

a

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
ENTRY LEVEL CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The Office of Inspector General (OIG), U.S. Department of Transportation is
secking several individuals to join its staff of auditors and evaluators in

Washiungton, D.C.

The incumbents will be involved in a broad array of analytical and evaluative
activities relative to the programs of the Department of Transportation. Individuals
with quantitative and analytical skills who seek a challenge, enjoy traveling, and
appreciate working on high powered teams will find a position with the OIG

personally and professionally rewarding.

Required: A bachelors degree in any field with strong analytical skills and writing
competencies qualifies as an evaluator. Auditor candidates must possess a degree
with 24 semester hours of accounting (6 hours of business law may be substituted).

Hiring at GS-05 and GS-07 ($21,421/$26,532). Also Hiring at GS-09 ($32,457)
for candidates possessing a masters degree. Promotion potential to GS-12

($47.066).

Interested candidates must contact Mr. Lawrence Weintrob, Assistant Inspector
General for Auditing on 202-366-1964 not later than April 10, 1998.

including:

Anyone with a valid USC .D. will receive 15% discount on any

USC Nights Tuesd&;g and Thursday.

Under New

Management!

drink item (7-closing).

FREE College Ring Insurance
Class rinF?s for $169.00

Come by the

ussell House Bookstore

and ask about this great savings on Lustrium Rings.

April 7th and 8th 11am-5pm

An Opportunity For You To
Earn Extra Money For

A Plasma Donor

Who Needs Plasma?

Hemophiliacs, burn victims, transplant and _
cardiovascular patients are people who receive
products made from the plasma of donors like you.

* Earn up to $45 this week.

* Professional medical facility and staff for your
safety.

* Certified by the American Blood Resources
Association’s Quality Plasma Program.

* Convenient Hours
P

ABI.

The Oualty Souce

BEA PLASMA DONOR...BECAUSE
LIFE IS'EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS

BioMedical Center
215 Assembly St.
Columbia SC 29201

803-254-2280

print 1,250 petitions and 1,250 full-
color fliers — calling for removal or
redefinition of “nigger.”

They didn't call the publisher of
the dictionary time and again to dis-
cuss the problem, as Delphine did, un-
til he no longer returns calls.

‘They didn’t spend close to $4,000,
as Delphine did, on long-distance tele-
phone calls and mailings, and fat fax-,
es at $1 a page.

If they were shocked, they proba-
bly didn’t think there was anything
they could do about it.

But Delphine did.

That first Sunday, she carried her

petitions to a Detroit church, one of -

several where she regularly plays the
drums to accompany the choir.

Everybody signed.

“That's when I knew I was onto
something. Most people had never sean
that definition, and were stunned.”

She left petitions at churches,
nightclubs, beauty shops and conve-
nience stores. She handed *hem to col-
lege students, who made their own
copies and passed out more.

Thousands of people joined, in-
cluding more white people than Del-
phine expected. She's guessing she has

passed on 10,000 signatures to Mer-

riam Webster.

Since it began last spring, Delphine
has done 26 radio interviews, includ-
ing talk shows. Every big-name black
columnist, and several white ones, has
taken on the issue. So have black mag-
azines like Jet, Emerge and Essence.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!

You can still study abroad next year.
Come check out USC’s programs

Denmark International Studies in Copenhagen

7eFall semester, spring semester, or full academic year

=2\ e International business, social science, humanities, and engineering courses
all taught in English.

University of Teesside, England
»Spring semester only

ISEP Summer placements '
s Sites available in Korea, Finland, Thailand, Germany, Mexico, and Nicaragua

Woman petiti_o-ns to cha-nge

dictionary’s offensive entries

The NAACP joined the campaign
last fall, threatening to launch a
boycott, and printed on its Web site
Merriam Webster's E-mail address
www.suggest@m-w.com .

With every mention, Merriam Web-
ster got more calls and letters — hun-
dreds of them. Some demanded the
word be removed altogether. A few
liked it defined just as it is.

But most asked for some new de-
finition that makes clear “nigger”is a
slur — not a person.

Delphine's suggestion: “a deroga-

tory term used to describe a black per-
gon.” \

In just a few months, Delphine's
campaign came to define who she is.
Every day someone calls about it. Each
day's mail includes a petition or two,
signed by 20 or 30 more people. All
of it has changed her.

And now it looks like it will change
a dictionary.

Merriam Webster this manth con-
ceded a new definition of nigger is
“very, very likely” in its 1999 edition.

“We learned something significant,”
said marketing director Deborah W.
Burns. “We learned our definition is
nof clear, or not clear enough.”

The Massachusetts company is
paying about a dozen outside consul-
tants — lexicographers and linguists,
some of them black — to work with its
all-white senior editors to come up
with new format for defining not just
the N-word, but hundreds of offensive
and vulgar words

For more information contact the office of
International Programs for Students 777-7461

Department of Student Development- Division of Student and Alumni Services
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(andmark Resources

Specializing in Condos and Townhomes
& Uptown Columbia Areas

Cet Us Jind You A Home in The City

. Call Us For All Your Real Estate Needs
Sales: 799-0859 or 888-799-0859

Senate Plaza
Wiishire House
Fark Ctecle
Place on the Greene
Barrvell Colony
Plaza Centre

L

ol

USC Students - 20% Off

All Processing & Printing

* One Hour Color Printing
* One Hour Slide Processing
* B & W Processing
¢ Enlargements

* Duplicate Slides

* Photo CD Scanning

1459 Sumter St.

Digital
Imaging

Across from YMCA

Quick
Photo

|
USC




