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OPINION
Movie didn’t murder
praying teenagers
The Kentucky m likes of “NYPD
teen who fired on Blue” or middle-
a school prayer Condemning schoolers should be
group, . taken to R-rated
:t;sis clasamaﬁ media for murder | movies. Children
wounding grow at different
others, lis a;:clll- OUR OPINION emotional stages,
sational tragedy and there’s a prop-
that’s left three Put the blame er time for every-
sets of parents where it belongs, | thing.
grieving for their directly in sus- But to blame
children. pect’s hands. “Basketball Di-
But, if the : aries” for the mad Quote, Unquote
murders weren't ﬂl;ln}te mlade by t:.ln !
outrageous obviously mental- ve wrilli ifo i i i i
wisich, iriniheia (ho sams... I ill toseis Hadiesou, o every “We are also concerned about the boarﬂ;djs w:]lm' gnesstodestm' yt;t';:way gfhfejustto satisfy their desire to
says the film “Basketball Diaries” teen who does something that see this project completed immediately.
may h:‘;e been a facto:;hat shocks society and then hides un- Cliff Resident Councilmember Brian Gambrell, in a letter to USC President Dr. John Palms about the Greek village
gaved o mmm.' e gm’ v, m:m‘f’au‘;‘:‘f:;‘;‘;s‘g; slated to be built near Cliff Apartments.
uence in which Leonardo Di- teenagers and college students
apprio takes a gun into his who watch the same television @ o , @ @
Catholic all-boys sehool and show, have seen the same movie
fires on his classmates. or have listened to the-same al- S O m
And supposedly, seeing this bum and not gone on a mad killing
mv::he just pu%ed the 14%?1-«:1:1 spree.
over the edge. Watching this piece In fact, many young adults . § : :
Son fust AV Svnprel frn o only r?;m.mahdqne to the blue trav- level, trying to blame it on the shock  senger was taken to the
h.tmd'Hdbkﬂlwmothar "3 ramer . expety like Marlyn Man- Columnist esty of 1980s esign in front of us. We  of the collision. After all, 've been in  plaining of a pain in her "hdmy 'Ihe
. teans. P : y . mtmmment"d Nine Inch N ailsyn'Be . ; : : were safe, just a little shaken-up. But  several accidents, and [ know how it  police didn't issue Mom a ticket. They
\ When will seciety getitinto : d Butt-Head.” “Cor. Ki.lla?; This column is not being written  before I could even ascertain this, feels to be jolted unexpectedly. Not said she couldn't have been going over
their heads that music, TV and gaI;-T :nd tha v ap Saer from the alcove of Student Media, but  out came my soon-to-be symbol of lack ~ pleasant. five miles per hour. The paramedics
g'ltnclnm not little Pﬁdgsﬂﬂ th-'g;' tal Kombat” a.ndu shllldmleadm normnlMGl thﬁmﬁ’f“ of my home in Birm-  of faith in human civility. But, the woman would not cease  52id not to let this ruin our shopping
itl Domit!‘w ahoulde:thﬂs i 14 «¢»  lives, or are even exceptional stu- fogha i I thought she was going toattack  spouting her insulting words into 987
= hatever the illegal dent or community leaders. I'm writing this last column of the  my mother. And in a way, she did with ~ our car. She proceeded to scream at Mom and Dad insisted we go to
I ] 2 Bt s i oo i B semester here partly because it willbe  wards. She called Mom just about every  us, saying she was transporting her the Old Navy post-accident. They
We're not saying young MBSk Ve eds :fr:l':e easier than writing it mid-last week name in the book, using the vocabu-  pregnant daughter to her baby show-  put on their best “that skirt is too short”
children should be exposed to the ‘.‘E’t A SN TSR as- of classes. The even bigger reason is lary of all the words not fit to print. er and everything was Mom’s fault. faces despite the accident. But, I could
sailan because I want to trap the feelings I  The least of these included “stupid” Anything was our fault. Mom sat there tell Mom walked away with aches and
® have right now, post-crisis. and “hick,” both of which prompted me ~ quietly, absorbing all of this woman’s  pains from the accident, and not the
Post-crisis means 12 hours after  to become the defensive speech and ~ pent-up anger and misdirected guilt. kind the insurance policy covers.
Se cau On c U en the boupd.-to-be-j.nfamoua “crash of deba!ier riled to the cause. It ma&ie me My sister sat in the back of the We're not defined by how we han-
Thanksgiving ‘97." To make a long sto- ~ especially angry when Isaw her license car crying. In the back of my head I  dle Sunday drives in the countryside.
b ry short, my mom, sister and I thought  plate was from Hillshorough, where  thought the pain this woman was in-  Sure, they're deserved and meant to
C earln massee it would be safe to brave the mall the  we moved from just two years ago. If flicting was just out of ignorance, be enjoyed. But, I think true charac-
day after the.day after Thanksgiv-  she only knew she was naming herself and I needed to take charge of the sit- ter is established in how we handle the
L ing, but our trip was (nlearly) cut a_h_ort and her own discourteous ways. uation. I called the police and Dad. And  accidents along the way, the unex-
South Caroli ks by an unfortunate accident, entailing Itold her therewasnoneed tocall I gave the woman the look of, “Youre  pected jolts, nicks and hurts. 'm go-
nadidagmdm o THE TOPIC g;z:;;;g;ﬁ:: wet roads, Mom'’s skidding Mmma my mother anything. It was an acei- being ugly and nasty and hurtingmy  ing to try to remember this when some-
when it S.C’s choice to | 2 lot of influence and the rear end of an Aerostar mi- gon¢ She hydroplaned, her brakes mother!” one bumps into me. It will happen. It
$21 million worth .C. s choice Sk gl nivan. locked and she was barely at crawl The pregnant girl was whisked happens to everybody, That's why
of land from Duke clear forest land ment No one was hurt; There wasno  speed. It hurt me to hear this woman's  away smiling by a passing relative.  We call them “accidents.”
Energy Corp. last BUR Geltion Géter eililios damage done to Mom'’s bumper, and  ignorance. I tried not to stoop to her  She was fine. Ironically, another pas-
month.This _ i
atesagy, which is It’s imperative gﬁm&tﬁ
home to the Jo- TR tional F show e b
P that care be take res
Gorge was | tha care be takens | g consome C rove amusin vad
slated to become a | fo not permanently mnﬁenaﬁ )
natural preserve. |}, the Upstate, | ularhunting
However, ilt “at the expense of Nikki
was announced non-game species, tkki LaRocque I'm not talking about the students I've had my intelligence not only ~ whatever it was I wrote, when in ac-
this week that the such as migrating Viewpoints Editor who intelligently argue a point, with questioned, but outright denied. My tuality they’re making the same point
state hopes to cut some timberin  birds that need heavy forests to If vou' 7 —..  fact and logic backing up their argu-  parents have been encouraged toslap I did. They were evidently too stupid
th?i area. 'I;h&e wood wﬂgo be':logd survive,” according to The State. i e ";:ct““ny reading this, it 1on¢ Thats intellectually stimulat- Ele for mgmpe;‘hnggce" {E,y fa;nily, to see that.
and proceeds may go to aid 1n Sure, the cutting has th fi ing and interesting to me. owever, has this idea that if you 3 2
managing the 32,000 acres, The hance ofposingunol:r%hl:;s ;: But, if you understand precisely But I . disagree with one another, we sit down J2¥0 by ergayed g the os-
; ] : . ; , I just want to laugh in the : casional ire of most of the major stu-
State newspaper md - all. But, it also could seriously what the hell I'm saying, that will be  face of those who rage, sputtering over and talk it over). The staffhas been ;. organizations and administra-
Nc:} S:]:rtlia Ca;ohn; isn't go- damaigﬁa a :e';lnl;n of the envir:g; nothing short of divine intervention.  their riled-up emotions and tripping ;dli:;l:: gﬁm tht;];y chose m: tions on campus, But, it's so outrageous
ing in e lumber business. t that i joy journalism o i i though studen angry
Thgey're clearing some ::lfl'the Te}mnitakes 0 - aadats R ooy Jocrne s aud wriiig e ﬁ:erﬂ%wg&mmmu them "too controversial.” For the same zgswhenmtsﬁet oftﬁ;mn
& . this paper, but if there's one thing I Ve Dee c. We know we've done editorial, we'll get a letter saying we R be pert e
timber to sup, y “enhance” It would be a shame to see Wabeingmis. & good job up here when some gument against us is, “The Gamecock
the wildlife habitat for animals, ¢his beautiful portionoflandend | “oericd sanotstand, Webeingmis- | TR e on our machines that went toofa, and then ane screaming  E'oenERnEt oS The Fareeete
a common practice. i i 3 erstood. And somehow, that goes *© . at us for not going far enough. jonts” 1
But, experts say that while Esmanagamﬁanks % t?i along with being an editor for The simply and ':l:qm;ldy t?ij:l. ‘Fatﬁ';!ml,t And somehow, people seem to s -
this practice can help control the same government that purchased Gamecock, unless you're a sports ed- 9':11:::: mema]ill:oztth 0:0 in) ®  think a 250-word limit for letters to O ploco, whatever. Just becanse
environment, it can also help com-  the land to save it. itor, It's hard to misunderstand arti- 2* 35" 0ne -3 gk the editor means they can write ag  Students are writing for The Game-
cles that rehash the latest gamels avore. calling us homosexuals is somehow mich a8 they want and expect to be cock doesn't mean we have absolute
Bl b wettiig big Viewbostte., e published as . Others apparently have _loyalty {6 other undergraduates and
T he (‘; “”E[U[I‘ Iha’ ’tbea;ngﬂrjs = SO Letters to the editor are alwaysa  the belief that when I answer the ~We should ignore other students or or-
| U 1 \ :ﬁ; - w:?; T s “ﬂdato te.llsmmy source of amusement. Some of my fa-  phone, that means they have unlim- ~ganizations when ﬂﬂmiﬁﬁﬁﬁ
: 3 3 trying - vorites are the ones that tell us what ited access to my time, and that P'm  mice occurs concerning them. If we
Student Media « Russell House * USC * Columbia, SC 29208 grandma I wgnted v:ntamms, which crappy, pathetic spellers we are and  personally here to listen to their tirade  Wrote happy little stories ahoutl h_ow
Interim Editr i Chief e e came out as “bitowens.” For somerea-  can't we get some decent copy editors  and cluck my tongue in sympathy. much money the Greeks are raising
N Lolioges o of Student Media son, she couldn’t understand me. And  when their own pieces are filled with 1t starts getting annoying toward  [°F charity we wouldn't be doing our
Viewpoints Editor Grophucs Editor Les Phipps for some reason, no matter what 1  horrors an English teacher would take  the end of the semester, particularly 1°b- We wouldn't be learning how to
o i by o A write, there are those who can't fath-  delight in slashing with a red mark-  if a letter comes in from a student who De journalists.
s Btk Sk ol Classified Ad Manager om my English. er. “disagrees” with me passionately about Try to understand that.
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