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OPINION

Dialects important,
standard necessary
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State must protect
abused women .

Th irt y- six
names were read
aloud last Wednes-
day morning in Co-
lumbia’s Memorial
Park. ==

Oncesthey
might have been or-
dinary names of
everyday women —
mothers, daughters,
sisters and friends.
But Wednesday,
they were the

THE TOPIC

Just how rea] the

names of victims

and statistics. They were the
names of South Carolina women

who died in 1996 as a result of do-  tery by a stranger, simply because
mestic violence. ? domestic m nftc;rlfm

General Charlie Con-  the woman physically, but ¥
don read the names at a ceremo- 80 takes away the safety of the one
ny held in remembrance of the toll  Place everyone ought to feel safe -
domestic-yiolence is taking in and secure in —the.home. ... . :
the homes of our own state. The Identifying and addressing
event, sponsored by Condon and the problem is just one of the many
Gov. David Beasley, drewacrowd steps women and men can take
of family members and friends of when cunbata‘ng domestic violence.
those who died from domestic vi-  Addressing the issue publicly is a
olence. nice gfu&hc relations l;u‘;tovedm th-:

So many.times, the statistics Part ortne 1 docan

associated with domestic violence  Stop the “m

seem cold, distant and

problem is.
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: given to a man to
violence kltkalagt,h shove,
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OUR OPINION abuse pb; .
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Itsan atroc:.f:y cause ghe is his
women are dy"fg wife, his daugh-
because of their ter or sister? The
male relatives. | days of ovmership
and property are
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almost un-

Women must be protected

believable. But, by taking these They must be believed. If a woman
statistics and giving them aname, is defenseless against an abuser,
life and story, it showed Columbia  the state must step in.
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THE TROVBLES 0F CLIFF APARTMENT PARENTS,,,

1

7OLP You HAVING THOSE GREEKS
NERARBY 1S A BAD (NFLUENCE ON
DUR KwS !

] WANNA BE A
BUSINESS MATOR
WHEN | GROW Lp!

1417 THE CAMECD er”

Quote, Unquote

“The way you learn in life is from experience, and being somewhere where you experience other’s

experiences and

> yours is. the best way 1o learn.”

Berkeley junior Tamara Keith, on Berkeley s diverse student population and its impnrtanee

Greed destroys pleasure of sports

| Columnist |

What has happened to integrity

in sports?
= -Just last week, the Florida Mar-
“1ins won the World Senen in their park
called Pro Player Stadium. Everyone
who keeps up with sports knows it used
to be called Joe Robbie Stadium.
Why the name change? Because some
firm paid the Marlins and Dolphins

|- to-change the name of the stadium in

__some sort of grandiose advertise-
" ment. Apparently, it is no longer enough
to put their name on the outfield
wall.

The same has occurred in San
Francisco, where Candlestick Park has
been renamed 3-COM Park. Even our
very own Carolina Panthers play in a
renamed stadium. The original name,
Carolina's Stadium, penned to signify
the team belonging to both the Car-
olinas, was changed to Ericsson Stadi-
um. Now our Panthers play in a stadi-
um named after a company that makes
cdlulnr phones.

Iwasdlmayedtoleamtheﬁrawe'

new stadium, which opened up this.

year, would be called Turner Field. I
was hoping they would name it Aaron
Field. However, Ted Turner has proven
with his charitable donations that he
is worthy of having his own parknamed
after him.

Another thing that bothers me
about sports is the outrageous salaries
athletes demand and get. Kevin Gar-
nett, a South Carolina native, recent~
ly signed with my favorite NBA team,

the Minnesota Timberwolves, for a
whopping $123 million over six years:

That is just ridiculous.

My friend, the business major, says
they should be payed their market
worth. Frankly, I don't care what Adam

Smith or John Keynes would have to |

say about it, it's still ridiculous. Lét's

say the T-Wolves decide to pay Kevifi

Garnett only $1 million per year for the
next six years. Think of what could be
done with the other $117 million. Just
imagine how many mouths that would
feed. Garnett should be ashamed of

himself, as should any one who would

“The greediness and selfishness that is so prevalent.in
sports today is truly taking away the enjoyment of it all.”

pay a guy that much money toplay bas-
ketball.

The greediness and selfishness so
prevalent in sports today is truly tak-
ing away the enjoyment of it all. Just

done toMajor League Baseball. I would
love tobe a player. Shoeless Joe Jack-

son said in “Field of Dreams” that he
would've played for nothing. That' s me,
as well as countless others who would
gladly play for free as long as housing
and food was taken care of. Forget the
éxpensive cars and the houses, all I
would need is a bat and a glove. -

Kevin Greene, the former line-
backer for the Panthers, now with the
40ers, is a perfect example of what is
wrong in sports. He held out from the
Panthers because he believed that he
deserved more money. Forget the fact

that he had signed a contract the sea-

_son before. Anyway, he held out and

the Panthers eventually released him.
Good for the Panthers for getting rid
of him, but why was he not upright
enough to honor the commitment he
made to Carcolina? Then, the man has
the nerve to say on Sportscenter that
it wasn’t about the money.

Athletics is a reflection of our so-
ciety as a whole. Unfortunately, the
greed and lust for power and material
goods are not unique to athletics.
The fact that we pay people that much
money and rename stadiums are just
symptoms of a sick society. I am re-
minded of the fall of the Roman Em-
pire when I think of sports in Ameri-
ca. The most honored and revered
people in the society near the end, were
the gladiators — the athletes.

Letters to the Editor

Greek, Cliff explain differing sides

Tothe Bdior, -

s —‘l‘twlme'of Gnek—housmg is
one that has been debated and discussed
heavily over the past few years.

Now, Dr. Gene Luna and the De-
partment of Housing have done a won-
derful job in construeting a concise plan
to remedy this concern through the con-
struction of Greek-sponsored housing
facilities. In"terms of the dispute over
Greek housing and Cliff Apartments, 1
understand that any student would
want to have a positive environment to
live and learn in.

However, the views expressed by
many of the students in Cliff Apart-
ments were unfair, stereotypical and
offensive to all who are Greek here at
USC. Every student at Carolina has a
right to be treated equally and re-
spectfully. To say that if’s factual that
Greeks in general will cause crime, de-
viancy or be a threat to children is in-
sulting and not rooted in statistical fact.

To pre-judge an entire segment of
the USC family by sensationalized myth
isillogical and irrational. To use a stereo-
type to classify Greeks and not allow
fraternity and sorority students to live
at a certain location on campus is also
not open-minded, and it’s certainly not
“striving to learn from differences,” as
our Carolinian Creed, which we all
pledged to honor, outlines.

We need to remember that as stu-
dents, we are going to encounter oth-
ers who are different than we are, but
we must be mature enough to not judge
each other on preconceived notions,
stereotypes and prejudices.

Statistically, the overwhelming
majority of Greek students do not cause
crime, pose a threat to children or threat-
en the environment of Cliff Apartments,
and concerned residents who live in
Cliff Apartments should probably meet
with the Greek organizations propos-

ing to live near them so0-a-true under--

standing and dialogue can begin,in- "

stead of the senseless stergdtypical sen-
sationalism that has been'written about
USC Greeks.

In conclusion, I believe USC isn't
choosing between families and frater-
nities because the two can peacefully
coexist in harmony. Thank you and Ged
bless Carolina.

Jamel R. Franklin
President of the Student Body

Cliff resident responds
To the Editor, :

I would like to make clear a few
things. Cliff Apartments is different
than any other building on campus.

To qualify to live in Cliff, you must
be a full-time student who is either mar-
ried, has children, is a graduate sto-
dent or an older (23+) undergraduate

student. We are also the home forover-

40 EPI (English Program for Interna-
tionals) students who rent 19 of our 105
apartments. We haye residents here
who are a few months old to residents
with grandchildren.

Our residents represent over 20
countries and may be freshmen or Ph.D.
students. With single students, mar-
ried couples with and without children,
single moms, international students,
graduate students and undergraduate
students, we are a very diverse group,
likely the most diverse on campus. We
also stay a lot longer than the aver-
age Residence Hall studentéan aver-
age of two to three years. Cliff may al-
80 be the quietest building on campus.
I have had one call about noise since I

| became Cliffis resident manager in Ju-

ly. I have had no discipline cases, nor
do I anticipate any. This is a 12-month
building. We don't go home on breaks

or during the summer.

No, this is our home. Not unlike
the homes many of you left to come to
scheol here. This is where a lot of us
are raising our children, sending them
off to school, working hard toward our
degree and working & job or holding at
least one assistantship.

These are a few of the things
that make Cliff different. These and
many others make Cliff home in a very
personal way. There is at any given
time a waiting list of over 100 gradu-
ate students and families trying to
getinto Family and Graduate Housing,
and its not the cost. Our residents
pay the highest rent on campus with
an average of over $7,000 a year.
Cliff and its quiet community feel are
the reason several students even come
to USC and why many stay. We thought
it to be a perfect fit for so many of us
wanting to go back to school who have
families depending on us.

Many of our residents were Greek
and we all support the Greek system.
We simply believe common sense would
dictate that fraternity and soronity hous-
es be placed to allow their members the
freedom to the lifestyle they want out
of their particular fraternity or sorori-
ty and that Family and Graduate Hous-
ing placement continue to be conducive
to studying and raising a family.

I say all of that to say this: Ifthe
battle lines are to be drawn over this
issue, and that seems inevitable, I want
to make sure they are drawn where the
real battle is. We in Cliff intend to bat-
tle. We are not battling Housing or the
Greeks. In fact, we view them both to
be on our side of the real battle. What
we intend to battle is the decision made
by the Board of Trustees mandating a
Greek Village now. Not because we are
against a new Greek Village. We share
the board’s view that having this vil-

lage will make our campus more ap-
pealing to incoming sfudents. :

No, our issue is that this current
plan does not benefit CIiff, Housing or
the fraternity or sorority housing
they place here. So, if this is the best
plan that the board and their steering
committee can come up with, as we are
being told, then it is evident there are
no good plans.

I know the board has wanted a
Greek Village for quite some time and
they are tired of waiting. But to go ahead
with this plan will surely destroy more
than it will create. The board should
not mandate that a poor plan be im-
plemented in the name of impatience.

I know the idea of family housing
on campus may be new or somewhat
unfamiliar to some. I welcome you to
visit us at 1311 Whaley St., across from
the soccer field. This invitation is ex-
tended to the Board of Trustees mem-
bers as well. ] know the board mem-
bers are busy. But we think if you see
Cliff in person and walk the parking lot
that is to become two Greek houses you
will surely see that even though it looks
acceptable on an architect's rendering,
it doesn't make sense in real life terms.
When real life terms were used to look
at removing the valture lots, commen
sense prevailed over what, on paper,
I'm sure was a great idea.

To be mandated to choose between
several poor options is not sound. No
one wins. There is a time and a place
for everything. This implies there are
many situations when the time and
place is not right. If the integrity of CLiff
and its family atmosphere is important
at all and this is the best option cur-
rently available, then this is neither
the time nor the place. To be sure, itis
not the place.

Fred Von Canon

Graduate student



