Tart set to help men’s SOCcer overcome woes

SHANNON E. MOTLEY Staff Writer

David Tart believes in the power of
teamwork and thinks it might hold the
magic it will take to bring the Gamecocks'
men'’s soccer team out of last season's
glump.

The 22-year-old senior captain said
the team worked through its disappainting
last season, when it finished 8-9-2 under
head coach Mark Berson, with a spring
full of position and attitude changes.

“Coach was concerned with players’
team concept, but he did a good job
explaining to us (captains) and we relayed
that to the team,” said Tart, a biology
major who hopes to go to medical school
after graduation.

“Through us, the younger guys
understood how things needed to be done
— as a team,” he said, with an emphasis
on the word “team.”

Tart will be playing defense for the
Gameoocks this season as a right fullbacke.
He had been a midfielder, but because
of the style of play and Berson's decision
to move players around, Tart will be in
a new spot.

“We didn't have the season we wanted
last fall * said the Garner, N.C., native,
“But spring was productive and things
look better.”

Tart said USC was one of the top four
teams in the country two years ago, but
they lost in the first round of the NCAA
Tournament after a bad game. The team
was then ranked No. 4 in the preseason
last year, but finished unranked, and
for the first time in five years, without
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It was like we'were on a roller
coaster. We beat big teams
and then would lose to small
teams we shouldn’t have.

David Tart

USC men's soccer senior captain

an NCAA Tournament bid.

“We were confident we would win-the
national championship,” Tart said. “But
the team chemistry and team attitude
were not where they should have been.

“It: was like we were on & roller coaster.
We beat big teams and then would lose
to small teams we shouldn't have.”

Tart said USC has a great recruiting
class for the 1997 season, which includes
some players who have previous NCAA
SoCcer experience.

SPORTS

Che amerork

“It's a hard tramsition from high school
to college, and it’s easier because they
have played college ball,” he said.

Tart said he visited and was recruited
by North Carolina State, North Carolina-
Chapel Hill and Greensboro, Furman
and South Carolina out of high school,
when he was on the Under-17 National
Soccer Team.

“T had ties to N.C. State, and I visited
the other schools, but Coach Berson
impressed me and my parents, and [
was impressed by the program,” Tart
said of why he chose Carolina.

Tart was redshirted his first year
after breaking his leg. Despite the injury,
he made a great recovery and has
earned his place as a 1997 team captain,
as well as four varsity letters. He was
also a scholar-athlete All-American in
1996.

He has a positive attitude about the
season ahead. Tart said the spring games,
workouts and attitude changes were
necessary to boost the team spirit and
get them ready for the 1997 schedule.

“I hope we're not ranked so the young
guys feel like they have something to
prove,” Tart said. “Win one game, and
then concentrate on the next game, then
the NCAA Tournament, and then look
to the Final Four.”

Men’s soecer senior eaptain David Tart (12) fights off a defender. The
Gamecocks are hoping to fight back from a disappointing 1996 sea-
son in which the team finished 8-9-2.
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Soccer News Men’s Soccer
Preseason Top 25

Released Tuesday

tgers

Southern Methodist*
Florida International

10. UNC-Charlotte*

11. UNC-Greensboro

12. Fresno State

13. Creighton*

14. William & Mary*

15. George Mason

16. James Madison*

17. Harvard

18. Duke

19. Saint Louis

20. Bowling Green

21. South Carolina

22. Evansville*

23. Connecticut

24. Wake Forest*

25. Portland

*1997 Gamecock opponents
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LIVE INl CONCERT!?

MARCHING TO MARS

SEPTEMBER (7 - 8PHM

TOWNSHIP AUDITORIUM
- Columbia, SC

Tickets available at Township Box Office, Sounds Familiar Stores,
C&C Concerts in Camiden, and All Capital Ticket Outlets.

m Charge by Phone (803) 2512222
Produced by C&C Concerts

PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH CONTEMPORARY AND PACE
PICK UP SAMMY HAGAR'S NEW CDO MARCHING TO MARS, SAMMY ONLINE www thetrackfactory com

Tickets available at
Township Box Office,
Sounds Familiar Stores,
C&C Concerts in Camden,
and All Capital Ticket Outlets.

Charge by Phone
(803) 251-2222

INDIGO
‘TIT'LS

Shaming of the Sun

SUNDAY * SEPTEMBER 11 + 7:30PM

TOWNSHIP AUDITORIUM
Columbia, SC

Produced by C&C Concerts =

FORLD TOUR

Thomas Cooper Library Tours
Carolina Welcome Week '97

about library resources and services available 1o you.

Monday, August 18 - Friday, August 22
at 11:00 am and 2:00 pm

"the weasel”

o

mc_):\g;y august 25th
8pm & 10pm - all seats $25

THE COMEDY HOUSE THEATRE
14 Berryhill Road (off St Andrew's 1-26)
For Info & Reservations call 778-7578

Guess Wha's Using the Library this Fall?

WE’LL
SHOW YOU
THE MONEY!

The 1997 Scholarship Workshops will expose you to
scholarship opportunities in almost every field of study, both
graduate and undergraduate. Hundreds of thousands of dollars
will be awarded by regional, national, and international
scholarship programs in 1997-98.

Attend the Workshop for the scholarships that interest you. One
of the most important parts of being a successful scholarship
applicant is getting a head start. That’s what the 1997 USC
Scholarship Workshops are designed to do.

Tour the building and the library's electronic resources network:
Just show up at the entrance toThomas Cooper Library and learn

pauly shore

Marshall and Rhodes Scholarship
Workshop
Tuesday, August 26
3:00 p.m., Gressette Room

Fulbright Grant Workshop
Wednesday, August 27
4:00 p.m., Gressette Room

NSF Scholarship Workshop
Wednesday, September 10
4:00 p.m., Gressette Room

Truman Scholarship Workshop
Thursday, September 11
4:00 p.m., Gressette Room

Goldwater Scholarship Workshop
Wednesday, September 24
3:30 p.m., Gressette Room

Mellon Scholarship Workshop
Tuesday, October 21
4:00p.m., Gressette Room

For more Information, call the Fellowships Office at 777-0968
*The Gressette Room is located on the third floor
of Harper College on the Horseshoe.
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Baskin@llobbins.

2002 Greene Street (across from Andy’s Deli) 254-2137




