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SITE OF THE DAY These amendmenis really were

the basls for what became the
civil rights movement.

Elaine Nichols
State Museum curator of African-
American history and culture

29

The Gamecock

| Reconstruction exhibit
showing at State Museum

STAFF REPORTS It -was during Reconstruction that the states ratified thie 13th

Amendment, which established the rights of citizenship for all

Seaffolding, reminiscent of what one might find on an unfinished  native or naturalized Americans; and the 15th Amendment,
building, ties together America’s Reconstruction: People and  which gave blacks the right to vote.

Politics after the Civil War, an exhibit that opened in February “These Amendments really were the basis for what became
at the South Carolina State Museum. b . the civil rights movement,” Nichols said.

Threshold Studio, which designed the exhibit, used this Some objects in the exhibit are particularly symbolic of the
approach to represent Reconstruction as “the unfinished rgvoluhun- period. They include a black dress, which reflects the many people
More than a century after the end of federal occupation of the who died during the Civil War; a Ku Klux Klan robe, c. 1866; a

gzsfederati_sta:e?, éhtz U.S.]stilth:gcesbsorln;of;};e same iss‘ilﬁs carpet bag, from which the Northerners who came south after
onstruction tried to resolve. They include determining the the war got their nickname; and a freedman’s reader, which

role the federal government should play in protecting citizens’ v o i
rights and the difficulty of achieving social and economic equality represents one of the main goals of Reconstruction: educating
in a heterogeneotis society the newly freed blacks.
'y ! o) Dr. Eric Foner of Columbia University and Olivia Mahoney
FrasaEhicE GREA AE NIK e A ENG e Tog 0 bd ey of the Chicago Historical Society prepared the exhibit for the

failure, said Elaine Nichols, the museum’s curator of African- ; ot aatsags :
American culture and history. Black leadership was blamed. Valentine Museum and the Virginia Historical Society. They

However, she said, “the majority of blacks in leadershir. positions  SPoke at the museum yesterday. >
was no more or no less corrupt than whites.” Most were educated  The exhibit is particularly relevant to South Carolina, Nichols
and owned businesses. Another factor was an economic depression  Said- It examines the Port Royal experiment near Beaufort, which

that followed the Civil War. began during the Civil War as an effort to ease the transition,
“Ultimately, the federal government was not committed to  for blacks and whites, from a social and economic system based
ensuring that Reconstruction continued,” Nichols said. on slavery. The praject included establishing residential communities,

There were, however, some successes. Colleges for blacks, such as Mitchelville on Hilton Head Island, and educational
such as Benedict, Allen, Claflin and Voorhees, were established.  institutions, such as Penn School on St. Helena Island.

“It also was the first time that we had major emphasis on America’s Reconstruction. may be seen until May 26. For more
public education. Prior to that, most schools were private,” Nichols  information about the exhibit, contact Elaine Nichols at 737-
said. 4921.
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Special to The Gamecock

“Wake Up : Undergraduates:
_Ollth Carolina! This Scholarship’s for You!

Visitors examine = black dress, whiech symbolizes mourning, in the exhibit Ameriea's ) ) ]
Reconstruction: People and Polities after the Civil War. Tired of hearing about all the money available only afier you get your
bachelor’s degree? The Goldwater Scholarship offers $7,000 for
rising sophomores and juniors pursuing degrees in natural sciences,
mathematics, or engineering who plan fo earn a graduate degree in
those fields and pursue a career in research and/or college-level

teaching,

Tom Turnipseed is
back on the radio.

tHE MiGHTY S840 AM

WCTG
WEEKDAYS 7:30 a.m, - 8:30 a.m.

1997 Goldwater Scholarship Workshop
Tuesday, April 15 at 4 p.m.
Harper Coliege 107

For more information, call the Fellowships Office at 777-0938.
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london $327 : PSST! Got the urge to travel?
[m l I. brussels 53 41 = . STA Travel has great student airfares to

destinations around the world. Go shopping
athens $427
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on our webgsite for current student airfares.

(800) 777-0112  _sm

www.sta-travel.com STA TRAVEL
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/729075
208 JOm iI Rd ) - s International Student Identity Cards * Hostel Membership
Ffee TrO | |er AVO | |0 ble - * Around the World ; * Spring Break

* Student Airfares * Travel Insurance
* Domestic Discounts * Packages for 18-34 yrs.
* Eurail Passes * Budget Hotels
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