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Cats out i
Associated Press
LAVA HOT SPRINGS, Idaho The
elementary school was closed and
dozens of law enforcement officers
scrambled to stop lions, tigers and
crossbred cats today after they escaped
from a private wild animal compound.

"There's been 11 and possibly 12
(animals) killed and we know that
three are still loose," said a Bannock
County sheriffs dispatcher, who would
not give her name. She said officials
were hedging on the numbers because
there were reports that "a few more"
of the big cats had escaped today.

She said the owners of the privately
owned compound, called Ligertown,
were attacked by at least one of the
cats after they escaped about 9:30 p.m.
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of the bag
Wednesday. "Liger" is a term for a
cross between a lion and a tiger.

Hie owners, Robert Fieber and DottiMartin, were treated for minor injuriesat Pocatello Regional Medical
Center. They had tangled with authoritiesin past years over their wild
animal holdings. No other injuries
were reported.

The compound is located just outsidethe southeastern Idaho town of
about 420 people, 28 miles southeast
ofPocatello.
About 50 sheriffs deputies from surroundingcounties, SWAT teams, IdahoDepartment ofFish and Game officersand Idaho State Police troopers
were on the scene.
A helicopter equipped with a heat:OME
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film, "Clockers," about tho death of a drug dealer, or uc

in Idaho
sensing device was being used to help
search for the cats, which one deputy
said appeared to weigh between 450
and 550 pounds.

"They're full-grown lions," the dispatchersaid.
Late this morning, a large male li-

on could be scene perched atop a shack
within the compound, roaring loud
enough to be heard a quarter-mile
away. Two females were with him.
Two sharpshooters were in place atop
a van nearby, but their guns were not
raised.

Lava Elementary School, with about
140 students, was closed this morning.

"We want to keep everybody inside
as much as possible," the dispatcher
said.
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BIG MOVIE

P\,y 1/2 (out of four stars)
Ifyou don't like to think, stop ri

yf ing here. This movie is not for y(
"Cockers," Spike Lee's newest f

provides a look into life in the in
city and challenges the viewer to tf
about its implications on society
on individuals.

Based on a book by Richard Pi
it is a story about Strike, a drug d
er (or "docker") who is involved in
murder of another dealer. The
revolves around a homiride detecti
relentless pursuit of the murderer
Strike's relationshiD with other:
!the street.

Mekhi Phifer, who portrays
street-smart Strike, does a magi
cent job depicting the emotional
mental anguish present in the in
city. His performance is especially
markable considering that Clocl
is his first film experience.

The movie brings up many
turbing topics that will cause yo
think more about social ills that pk
our society. Perhaps the most
ticeable to me was the attitude of
police as portrayed by the movie,
police, in general, are shown as 1
ing little desire to see justice ser
and are generally held to be cruel
sensitive and apathetic. The nob
exception is Detective Rocco K1

fersal pictures piayed by Harvey Keitel. His cl
locker." acter is driven to uncover the tr

about the murder out of a concerr
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'Clockers'
IN! justice and for the people involved. I
. He is countered by his partner,
. Larry Mazilli (John Turturro), who

doesn't care as much about justice as
. he does about just busting someone.
?ad- He is portrayed as more of the typi>u...cal cop, and Rocco is shown as an e*ibn,ception to the rule.
ner Kietel is perfect, opposite the condnksiderably younger Phifer. The interandaction between the young, brash Strike

and the older, wiser detective is rerice,markably insightful and exposes many
eal- of the generational conflicts as well
the as some socio-economic conflicts that
plot exist in the inner city,
ive's Another major topic addressed by
and the film is the issue of kids growing
3 on up without the proper role models. It

. 1.... .u;u.
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the sucked in to the drug business,
rnfi- This is an incredible movie, but it
and isn't perfect. It moves a little slowly
mer at times, and the plot isn't as action're- packed as I had thought it would be.
ters In fact, it feels much like a documentaryin the way it presents informadis-tion. Don't get me wrong, its nothing
a to like anything you'd see on PBS. In
igue fact, the slower-developing plot adds
no- to the film's credibility. The issues
the addressed seem more realistic and
The genuine than if the movie had been
iav- Some action-packed movie with a coufed,pie of issues thrown in for good mea,in- sure.
able This is a movie that will make you
ein, think. Ifyou don't like to think, don't
tiar- go see it. This is incredible film with
*uth an important message one that you
i for can learn from.
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