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This team has tremendous heart.”

Carolina’s upset bid over
Arkansas falls short, 63-62

m Lady Gamecocks overcome
19-point deficit but come up short
at the buzzer.

RYAN WILSON Sports Editor

As the USC women’s basketball sea-
son winds down, one thing has become
clear about coach Nancy Wilson's squad:
Win or lose, the members play with heart.

This was evident in the Lady Game-
cocks’ 63-62 loss to the No. 20 Arkansas
Lady Razorbacks (17-5, 4-4) in front of
a crowd of 528 Saturday at Frank
McGuire Arena.

The Lady Gamecocks (10-11, 1-8)
trailed by as many as 19 points in the
first half, but with the help of some scrap-
py defense and a strong second half by
All-American Shannon Johnson, the

Gamecocks came back and had an op-

portunity to win the game on their last

on.

“We know that this team has tremen-
dous heart,” Wilson said. “We were all
as a team disappointed with our play in
the first half, mainly because it was so
lethargic. We didn't feel like we were
getting after it. Fortunately, in using
the press, we found the Achilles’ heel
that would give us momentum and loosen
us up a little.

“ wish, for our team’s sake, we could
have come up with one more basket, but
1 believe we gave ourselves the oppor-
tunity to do that. They did everything
we asked them to.”

The Lady Razorbacks opened the
game scoring the first five points, but
Carolina answered by tying the game
at five with 15:33 left in the half. In the
following minute, Arkansas pulled away,
but a steal and subsequent 3-pointer by
Christi Timmons closed the lead to 9-8.

The Lady Gamecocks went ice cold
after Timmonsg' trey, as the Lady Ra-
zorbacks went on a 23-5 run over the
next nine minutes to take a 19-point lead
at 23-13 with 5:10 to play in the half.

Carolina stopped the run with Tim-
mons’ 3-pointer and outscored Arkansas
10-4 in the final four minutes. A 3-point-
er as time expired by freshman Heather
Godfrey cut the lead to 13 at 36-23,

The half time clearly described the
way the game was heading. The Lady

Razorbacks hit 51.6 percent of their shots,
while Carolina hit 27.3 percent. Even
though Carolina’s shooting stats were
bad,onauthm‘aapet;og'nl;fC'agamem
missing: Shannon Johnson. -~

The junior All-American guard, who
leads the team in scoring, scored only
one point in the half. Wilson stressed in
the locker room the importance of get-
ting Johnson the ball more in the sec-
ond half.

“At halftime, we talked about our
motion offense, setting screens and get-
ting Shannon the ball and who in turn
would set other people up,” Wilson said.

Johnson said, “Coach felt like I wasn't
getting the ball enough, and she told the
girls to get me open more. I thought they
did a better job in the second half.”

The Lady Gamecocks came out with
a different lineup in the second half.
Freshmen Godfrey and Tenna Thomp-
son started the half in place of senior

Jenny Randall and junior Cindy Kelly.
Wilson justified the lineup change be-
cause she felt Godfrey and Thompson
were making more of an effort.

“T thought they were outplaying the
others,” Wilson said. “The five we start-
ed in the second half were the ones who
were playing in the first half. Fortu-
nately, some of the other people cranked

up.

. The lineup change payed off as the
Lady Gamecocks used a full-court press
to cause some turnovers. The pressure
caused Arkansas to lose its composure
as Carolina outscored the Lady Razor-
backs 15-2 and tied the game at 38 with
12:54 left in the game.

“The pressure obviously bothered
Arkansas” Wilson said. “1 think our girls
did an excellent job to be able to press
as much as they had to to negate the
half-court strength that Arkansas had.

“] was real pleased with the effort
we had in the second half. Christi Tim-
mons was tremendous on defense, cre-
ating steals and coming up with loose
balls”

Arkansas coach Gary Blair praised
Carolina for the determination it showed

Junlor guard Natalle Funderburk gets excited after causing an
Arkansas turnover In USC's 63-62 loss Saturday to the Lady
Razorbacks. The Lady Gamecocks were down by 19 In the first hailf
but managed to come back, oniy to lose by one as time expired.

in coming back from 19 down and re-
sponding to coaching adjustments.

“When you're down by 19 in the first
half, with the little freshman (Godfrey)
hitting the 3 right before half to give
them momentum and with a little coach-
ing at the half, that's what college bas-
ketball is all about,” Blair said. “The kids
responded to coaching in the second half
and made some adjustmenta.”

Arkansas finally regained its com-
posure and pulled away, but never led
by more than seven for the rest of the
game. The Lady Gamecocks battled back,
mostly on the play of Johnson, and man-
aged to tie the game at 58 when John-
son converted a three-point play with
2:18 left in the game.

The Lady Razorbacks answered with
abasket and a free throw to get a 61-58
lead. Johnson scored on the next pos-

session to cut the lead to one, but
Arkansag Christy Smith was fouled on
the inbounds pass. Smith, who earlier
in the season missed a free throw that
would have tied the game at Ole Miss
with :00.3 left in the game, hit both free
throws to up the score to 63-60,

Carolina hurried the ball down the
court, but Jenny Randall missed a tight-
ly guarded 3-pointar attempt. Cindy Kal-
ly got the rebound and scored as time
expired to make the final 63-62.

“The second half, we did the smart
things with our half-court offense,” Wil-
son said. “T felt like we could win to the
buzzer because of the way they were
scrapping. I thought Shannon was
tremendous in the second half, and our
play as a team defensively was

scrappy.”
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Lady Gamecocks rout Rice, 87-81

m Lady Gameocks set arena
record for 3-pointers made as
they defeat Lady Owis.
MICHAEL BAUR Staff Writer

The Lady Gamecocks have shown a
penchant all season long for hitting the
3, and when they do, most teams crum-
ble in front of them.

Carolina’s most recent victim was
the Lady Owls from Rice Monday night
at Frank McGuire Arena. The Lady Owls
watched the Lady Gamecocks connect
on a Coliseum-record 14 3-pointers en
route to an 87-71 victory over the Lady
Owls in front of 412.

The win evened USC's record at 11-
11 overall and 10-3 against nonconfe -
ence opponents.

The Lady Gamecocks torched the
nets early and often, hitting six 3-point-
ers in the first six minutes of the game.
For the half, Carolina shot 52.9 percent
from downtown.

Jenny Randall led the Lady Game-
cocks with 21 points despite only 17 min-
utes on the floor. Randall was injured
after hitting a 3-pointer with 16:10 left
in the first half. As a result, Randall on-
ly played nine minutes the entire first
half. .

Cindy Kelly chipped in 20 points with
Heather Godfrey adding a career-high
15. Overall, the team shot 48 percent
from the field and beyond the 3-point
are.

“It’s exciting to break the record,”
USC coach Nancy Wilson scid. “Shan-
non [Johnson] opened the game with a
thres, and Heather and Janny confributed
as well, so we did a good job of distrib-
uling the ball.”

Randall and Godfrey were a com-
bined 6-for-9 from 3-point land as the
Lady Gamecocks built a 44-34 lead at
the break. In the second half, Cindy Kel-
Iy posted six quick poinis inside the paint
while connecting on 50 percent of her 3-
point aitempts to key the 18-point
victory.

After an early seconc-half mun by the
Lady Owls, the Lady Camacocks an-
swered and Liept the game at a safe dis-
tance. For the game, USC shot 48.4 per-
cent from tk: field while shooting 48.3
percent fror behind the 3-point are. The
“ady Gamerocks also found some points
on the inside as Kelly and Audrey Ram-
sey found their rhythm in the post.

“We hadn'’t taken advantage inside
i the first half,” Wilson said. “We went
to our high-low offense that created more
spportunities for us to get more points.”

Next up for the Lady Gamecocks is
a Saturday SEC contest against na-

tionally ranked Florida. Despite the La- -

dy Gators' impressive statinics, Wilson
expects her team to be ready for the 2
p.m. contest at McGuire Arena.

“T've heard that they're the most ath-
letic team in the league,” she said. “But
well be ready for them.”

Connecticut

Assoclated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — The talk about
Connecticut basketball was flowing as
freely as the coffee Monday at the Sug-
ar Shack. And not even the poetry of
owner Nick Buonocore could spoil this
day.

“Never in history has it been done,
both men and women ranked No. 1,” the
poem went. “Our Huskies did it, I'm filled
with glee. So come in and have a coffee.
Hey, it's on me.”

Not only did the men's team reach
the No. 1 ranking for the first time in
the program’s 93-year history, but by
catching up with the women, the school
became the first to have both programs
ranked first in the polls.

“Everybody’s talking about it, Every-
body’s excited,” said Tom Iannone, a se-
nior who works at Buonocore’s dough-
nut shop, which gave away more than
100 gallons of coffee Monday.

The campus was relatively quiet the
day after the men's team beat Syracuse
to improve to 19-1 overall and 12-0 in
the Big East. Most of the celebrating
took place Sunday, when the Huskies'
biggest fans knew a win would all but
assure the team of being No. 1.

And that is exactly what happened.
The men’s team received 50 of 66 first-
place votes and 1,626 points in the lat-
est AP poll.

Jenny Randall scored a team-high 21 points In the Lady Gamecocks’
87-71 home win Monday against Rice.
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Women, men top-ranked

The Connecticut women's team, which
also won Sunday to remain the only un-
beaten team in Division I (21-0, 13-0),
has been in the top spot since mid-
January.

“This is something we all knew about
both UConn teams,” said Gov. John Row-
land, who phoned his congratulations
to men’s coach Jim Calhoun. “We didn't
need the AP poll to tell us they are
No.1”

In the eyes of Connecticut, the Huskies
have always been the top dogs, espe-
cially in a state where the only profes-
sional franchise is the NHL's Hartford
Whalers, who have provided fans little
to cheer about.

But now that both teams are No. 1,
there seems to be more legitimacy to the
Huskymania gripping the state.

“I think it is a tribute to the small
state of Connecticut that we are getting
this kind of recognition,” athletics di-
rector Lew Perkins said. “The fact that
we are the first school in the country ...
it's wonderful.”

The men’s team, which jumped from
third to first in the polls, became the
fourth school to hold the No. 1 ranking
thia season and the first Big East team
to be top-ranked since Syracuse was on
top for six weeks in 1989-90.

The Huskies easily outdistanced
North Carolina (19-1), which dropped

to second following a midweek loss to
Maryland. Next was Kansas (18-3), the
only team to beat Connecticut.

Kentucky (17-3) moved up one spot
to fourth and was followed by Massa-
chusetts (18-2), which fell one place in
a week in which the Minutemen won
one game and had another suspended
by a student protest at Rutgers.

“It’s more important to be No. 1 in
the middle of February than the first
week of December,” Calhoun said after
practice at George Washington Univer-
sity Monday. “But what really counts is
being No. 1 the first week of March.”

Starting center Travis Knight agreed.

“Being No. 1 won't be important un-
til the end of the season. It doesn’t mean
a thing until then,” he said.

The women have been holding up
extremely well under the pressure of be-
ing No. 1. They continue to breeze through
their schedule, beating opponents by an
average margin of more than 30 points.

“I like the way the women are han-
dling it,” said forward Donny Marshall.
“If we could do the same thing the
women's team is doing, we'll be fine.”

The men didn't have long to celebrate
before preparing for their first test at
No. 1. They went straight from Syracuse
to Washington, where they face George-
town Tuesday night.

- Taking the charge.




