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D-ROM

Graduate’s senior project blends video, music
for interactive multimedia tour of university

From staf¥ reports

Brad Weston named his college project “The Uni-
versity of South Carolina: The Interactive Media Ex-
ploration.” But an appropriate subtitle might read
“Everything You Wanted to Know About USC, but
Didn’t Know to Ask.”

As part of his senior requirement for graduation
from the Honors College, Weston had to choose be-
tween writing a thesis or completing a project. The 22-
year-old computer science major and “Star Trek” fan
decided to go where no student had gone before — the
production of an interactive multimedia presentation
of the university.

His goal was to create a multimedia experience that
would allow prospective students to learn everything
about USC, including information on academic pro-
grams, campus housing, student life and the univer-
gity’s history and buildings.

“Prospective students to any university get tons of
mail, tons of brochures,” Weston said. “My idea was
to take students on a multimedia tour of USC so that
they could explore the Honors College and USC on
their personal computers without ever having to come
to Columbia for a tour.”

Six months, hundreds of hours and $6,500 later,
the student project is being talked about in glowing
phrases in academic circles across the campus.

“This is the most comprehensive presentation of
the university in multimedia that has ever been done”
said Robert Oakman, a computer science professor
who was Weston's faculty director for the project.

Oakman, director of USC's instructional software
development and support group, developed a multi-
media presentation about the university that was
shown at the State Fair in October. Weston’s project
surpassed that effort, Oakman said.

“Brad took on an enormous task, and the result is
unbelievable,” Oakman said. “The multimedia show
is beautifully done, professionally created and totally
state of the art. It is a spectacular production.”

Peter Sederberg, dean of the Honors College, said
he gave the project “two thumbs up,.”

“I thought it was stunning, exceptional, a must-
see,” he said, “Tt is a work of imagination and dedica-

tion that I would like to say is typical of the work of
our Honors College students. But Brad Weston's pro-
Ject goes beyond what we expect. It is an impressive
achievement.”

Simply by clicking the computer’s mouse, the in-
teractive video takes students on a full-color tour of
the university. The video features original music by
USC student Kevin Flowers of Darlington, as well as
beautiful color photography and video of campus build-
ings and campus life — all of which is not bad for a
Weston, who came to USC, in part, on a music schol-
arship.

Weston, the son of Roger and Carolyn Weston of
Peachtree City, Ga., graduated from McIntosh High
School. An outstanding student with a high SAT score,
he was recruited by schools throughout the Southeast
but chose USC because of the academic reputation of
its Honors College and the opportunities he would
have to major in engineering and minor in music. In
fact, he received a USC Alumni Award Scholarship
and a music scholarship for percussion.
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But along the way, Weston, who worked for four
years as a student representative for Apple Comput-
er, decided to change his major to computer science.
He completed an internship in the summer of 1994 at
the Atlanta Briefing Center for Apple Computer, and
while he was Apple's student representative at USC,
Weston was instrumental in helping Apple Comput-
er sales at the university grow from about $500,000
two years ago to $2.6 million this year.

In addition to a rigorous work and academic sched-
ule, Weston found time to participate in USC’s Car-
olina Alive, a vocal and dance ensemble.

He leaves the university with an “A” on his Hon-
ors College senior project and the opportunity “to go
forth in the working world,” Sederberg said.

Sederberg hopes to make the project available on
CD-ROM for high school guidance counselors so that
students can take an interactive video tour of USC's
campus,

The Gamecock: News, Viewpoints, Sports, Etc.

VERBEN

APARTMENTS

|

90.5

astr Del Sol

TOP 10

amecock Graphics
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(803) 794-2948

ALTERNATIVE to DORM LIVING

«3 Bedroom from $470
+2 Bedroom from $380
1 Bedroom from $340

*Courtesy Security

A *Volleyball

*Pools & Tennis Courts
*2 Laundry Facilities

5 Minutes from USC

$200 off second month's rent if you present this ad.

Hrry, Hurry - Spring Break's Coming!

—FREE—

Wed., Jan 18 ¢ 7:30pm » Golden Spur
From the people who brought you, “We Can Make Your Laugh!”

*Survive one minute
fcomedy without
laughing and
spin the comedy,
cash wheello

ROSTESWOOD

APARCT MESNCILS

2 BEDROOMS
1 1/2 BATHROOMS
ONLY

$460 A MONTH

504 S. Beltline Blvd.
(only 5 min, from USC)
Columbia, S.C. 29205
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For more information
call 782-7948
Flexible lease

terms available.

- LIMITED TIME OFFER -
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* The Intelligent Choice ¢

T $10 =5

*nail sets -
Ashland Park

ofill-ins - $15
smanicures - $15
612 St Andrews Rd
772-3000

Ex

winup to
S200
V.3 comedians
» Tee-shirls for

Offr ends 1-31.95.
1000's of Used & New
CD's, Tapes & Records
ALL KINDS OF MUSIC

pires 20 days from purchas
POP, ROCK, URBAN, R&B, CLASSICAL, BLUES & JAZZ

We Buy
Used CD's,
Tapes, LP's,

Everyday

Open 11-7

Mon - Sat

1:30 - 6:30
Sun

PAPA JAZZ RECORD SHOPPE

Telephone
(803) 256-0095

2014 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29205

_Most Used CD's from $4-$8
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THINK ABOUT BIRTH CONTRO
365 TIMES A YEAR....

ros e who wants to thinds alzount i
ONLY 4 TIMES A YEAR,

st et svant tes knesw al ot

DEPO-PROVERA.

To find out more about this contraceptive shot, as well as
other forms of birth control,

call
PLANNED PARENTHOOD

256-49038
2712 Middleburg Drive, Suite 102
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You Can Become a Certified
Aerobics Instructor!

In just 13 weeks of training, you can become

a certified aerobics instructor, helping others
get into shape. Sponsored by USC's Department

of Health Promotion and Education, this

program features safety training, the latest in
aerobics technique, CPR certification and quality
instruction by leading professionals in Columbia.

Classes start January 18.
Enrollment is limited so call now!
For more information about registration
and fees, call

777-851

T NAKED!

¥ Spring Break:
47 Tanning Days Left

5 Points West Columbia
806 Pavillion Ave. 519 Mezting St.
The pink building behind Eckerd Drug  across From ald's
254-9100 794-9100




