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Columbia firefighter Capt. Cleveland Geter inspects damage caused by fire
on the balcony of LaBorde 515.

Laborde fire causes little damage

By KEITH BOUDREAUX
Assistant News Editor

Laborde residents had to be evac-
uated Tuesday night because of a
fire on room 515's balcony.

A cigarette was the apparent cause
of the fire, according to the Colum-
bia Fire Department.

Political science freshman Jeremy
Novak put out the fire with an ex-
tinguisher.

“Someone yelled that there was a
fire, I grabbed a fire extinguisher,
slid open the balcony door and put
the fire out,” Novak said. “The RA
pulled the fire alarm. Then, they
made us leave.”

Some residents were upset about
the inconvenience caused by the
fire.

“It was a big inconvenience, but
we were fortunate that it wasn't that
serious,” business freshman Richard
McCurry said.

“Unfortunately, I've got three ex-
ams tomorrow,” business sopho-
more Linn Pitt said. “Thanks to this
fire, it's going to be a very late
night.”

“I'm getting tired of all these
emergencies happening in Laborde,”
biology freshman Lee Champman
said.

The Laborde evacuation went
smoothly.

“The residents were very cooper-
ative in exiting the building,” fourth-
floor RA Gene Aubuchon said.

No one was hurt in the fire.
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Gifts given to colleges and universities

sylvania:

- 48 station

- Buick dealership

- chalet in the south of France

- mansion in Turkey

of Pennsylvania: ~

- Mack truck
- bond from Israel worth

$25,000 at maturity

- sailboat
Stern Schoaol of Business at New York University:
- collection of pigs made of porcelain,

cloth, glass or metal

University of Louisville in Kentucky:
- 1985 GMC bucket truck, valued at

about $23,000, with a double bucket

on top of a 55-foot boom
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Housing project alternative for break

By CRISTINA ROJAS
Staff Writer

This spring break, the Office of
Community Service Programs will
sponsor “Alternative Spring Break,” a
project designed to improve the hous-
ing structures of homes at Rural Mis-
sion in St. John’s Island, on the S.C.
coast near Charleston.

“Repair work such as painting, ham-
mering, nailing and cutting wood will
be undertaken,” said Shelly Hoover,
the project’s coordinator. “We hope
to be making the community a better

Rap artists
justify music

By College Press Service

DAYTON, Ohio — Despite the crit-
icism they get for sometimes violent
lyrics, rap musicians see and describe
their world in much the same way as
the scholar W.E.B. DuBois did at the
turn of the century, a professor said.

Like DuBois, rap artists recognize
they live in a society with clashing val-
ues, contradictions and abuses, said
Eric Watts, an assistant professor of
communication at the University of
Dayton.

The violence they describe is part-
ly a reflection of the violent nation
they live in, Watts argued. Rap pro-
vides both the content and forum for
debate on these issues and a chance
for artists to define themselves with-
in their community.

Watts presented his findings in
“Subversion and Selling Self: Double
Consciousness in Gangsta Rap” re-
cently at an academic gathering in Mi-
ami.

“Rap music provides artists with the
ability to express to political ideas, to
express an ideology, to confront peo-
ple about their prejudices and to con-
front themselves about their own
prejudices, as well as the rap music it-
self being the forum for the debate,”
he said. “They’re trying to expose con-
ditions that we need to come to grips
with.”

consciousness to DuBois, who wrote
about former slaves stripped of the
African heritage by a Eurocentric s0-
ciety that then imposed its own value
system on them, a value system that
belittled them. Blacks who accepted

I
Watt traces the concept of double-

place.”

Twenty USC students, ranging from
freshmen to graduate students, will
be involved in the project. The pro-
ject will be supervised by Rachelle
Lehner, coordinator of the Office of
Community Service Programs.

“The idea of having an alternative
to the usual spring break and tuming
itinto an opportunity to contribute
to the needs of the community has
become popular,” Lehner said.

“Two students, John Ogle and Kel-
ly Smith, initiated the 1994 Alterna-
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Student Government Elections

General elections to be
Thursday, Feb. 17

Polls will be open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. You must
vote at the following locations according to
your major. You must present your valid
student ID.

OUSE - Seco

Criminal Justice

Education
Health

Pharmacy

Humanities and Social Science
| Interdisciplinary Studies

- Blossom Street lobby
rofessional Sciences
Continuing Education
Journalism

00

School

tive spring break by writing to the
Break Away National Organization
which helps schools find regions
where help is needed,” Lehner said.

According to Hoover, the majority
of the money needed 1o carry out pro-
jects like “Alternative Spring Break”
comes from the students themselves
who each pay $100.

“Future fund-raisers such as ‘Buy a
Nail, Build a House’ will provide
more funding for these projects,”
Hoover said.

Source: Elections Commission
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Those who, despite social forces,
managed to hold onto their African
identity had to straddle two worlds,
creating a double-consciousness that
let them scrutinize each environment.

“You can sc¢e beyond what other
people can see,” Watt said. “It's em-
powering because you can make
changes. But it can also be a curse be-
cause you can see things that you
don't necessarily want to see.”
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Brannon will collect ballots and count
them in the Russell House. Winners
and run-off candidates will be an-
nounced at about 11 p.m.

Exccutive candidates must get 50
percent plus one vote to win. If no
one wins a majority in an executive
race, the top two vote-getters will be
in a Feb. 24 run-off election.

Muldrow said students need to ob-
serve two rules when voting.
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“There can’t be any campaign mas
terials within 50 feet of the polls,” he
said. “If they have a button or stickee
on, they need to remove it before
they vote. _

“Also, no one can be handing out
lists of candidates’ names. If the poll
watcher sees anyone violating the
rules, they will ask them to take it off
or take the materials.” '
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ONE FREE WORKOUT
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HELD ON: Monday, Feb. 21, 1994 at
7pm in RH 305. BRING ALL of YOUR

FRIENDS and learn how to run a
turntable and talk to thousands of

people about music you play.Training is
for FOUR, count 'em, 4 short days so be
SURE you make it Moday, Feb. 21 to .
RH 305 for WUSC-FM DJ TRAINING.
Training is open to all students, faculty,
and staff of the University of South
Carolina.




