Friday, February 4, 1994

The Gamecock

Davis, Washington highlight recruiting class

By NANCY SALOMONSKY
Carolina! Editor

National signing day proved to be ex-
citing for USC football coach Brad Scott,
as he and his staff added the names of 17
talented athletes to the young USC roster.

“Of course, 1, like every other college
football coach roday, stands before you
and tells you that | am very excited about
the class that we have signed,” Scott said
Wednesday at the signing day press con-
ference. “This is very special because this
will be my first class as head coach, and
there will be a lot of firsts along the way,
but certainly this is one of those magic
moments for me.

“1 am extremely proud of the class that
we have signed, because it represents a
group of young men that I think gave us
SEC-caliber players. 1 think that the expe-
rience that I had at Florida State helped
me as | began to evaluate these players,
That is really whar excites me. [ know the
caliber of this class.”

USC went up against some of the best
football schools in the nation and came
up big with signees such as Ben Wash-
ington, Zola Davis and Anthony Wright.

Washington, a 6-foot-1, 190-pound de-
fensive back from Tallahassee, Fla., is said
to be one the country’s best high school
secondary players. He was a member of
the Florida Super 24 All-Star Team and
was named Defensive Player of the Year

by the Tallahassee Democrat newspaper.

“Ben Washington is a tremendous tal-
ent,” Scott said. “He is very powerful and
extremely fast.”

Zola Davis is probably USC's top recruit
this year. He comes to the Gamecocks as
the No. 1 wide receiver in the nation, ac-
cording to Super Prep magazine. Davis is
a Parade All-American and, according to
Deep South Recruiting Guide, a S.C. Play-
er of the Year. Davis, 6-foot-2, 195
pounds, runs the 40 in 4.4.

Anthony Wright, who is 6-foot-2, 185
pounds, is a standout quarterback
prospect. Wright was named All- Ameri-
can by Super Prep magazine, which rated
him as the No, 7 quarterback in the nation
and the No. 2 quarterback in North Car-
olina,

Even with an exciting signing day, the
USC recruiting staff had two major let-
downs. The Gamecocks lost two key re-
cruits, Anthony Downs and Vonnie Holi-
day, to other universities.

“Well, we are all a little greedy," Scott
said. "1 sure would have liked to have
those guys. In fact, when they told me, 1
thought they had the wrong number at
first.

“I'wanted to be sure they called the
right place, They are fine players, and 1
certainly wish them well at their respec-
tive universities. You can't judge a whole
recruiting class on what one person does

1994 Foothall Signees

The following players have signed with the Gamecock football
team as of Feb. 2:

and what another person does. You have
1o look at it as a whole.”

Scott credits assistant coaches Brad Law-
ing, Clyde Wrenn and John Gutekunst for
the success of his first recruiting class.

“Those guys were here during the tran-
sition and held this class together,” Scout
said. “After taking the job in early De-
cember and then leaving for almost an en-
tire month, those guys continued to work
and work.

“I said earlier when I took the job that
one of our recruiting needs would be 1o
recruit the best. The guys I call ‘runners
and hirters’ with the greatest ability to
move, to run...You can't get enough of
those kind of players.

“I can't ever remember walking away
from the best players in all of the years
that 1 have been in business. They will cer-
tainly be able to stand on their own mer-
it with any across the country.”

Lady Gamecocks hold off Furman with free throws

By JIMMY DeBUTTS
Assistant Sports Editor
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McGuire Arena.

with 28 seconds left.

Wednesday against Furman.

David MandrellThe Gamecock
Shannon Johnson drives in for two points

The women's basketball team beat
Furman Wednesday 77-74 at Frank

The Lady Gamecocks (13-7) were led
by center Malinda McDaniel, who
scored 16 points. She also grabbed 14
rebounds, including 9 offensively.

The Lady Paladins (7-10) gave Car-
olina a tough game, forcing the game-
deciding points to be made at the free-
throw line. Jenny Randall gave the
Gamecocks the victory when she con-
verted both of her free-throw attempts

Furman was led by Rushia Brown
who led both teams with 24 points. She
also led Furman in rebounding with 14.
Karen Stanley also played big for the La-
dy Paladins with 22 points and four
steals, Stanley made 4 of 7 three-point-

ures for Furman. Jones finished with 15
points and led the team in assists with

cight. Creamer had 10 points and

grabbed 7 rebounds,

Sophomore standout Shannon John-
son scored 15 points and led the Game-
cocks with eight assists. However, John-

one attempt from behind the three-
point line. Randall was the leading scor-
er for Carolina, with 17 points. She al-
s0 had two blocked shots.

seven rebounds for the Gamecocks.

Stanley hit a three-pointer with 33
seconds left in the game to put Furman
within two points, but USC never re-
linquished the lead. Jennifer Jones and
Kristi Creamer also scored in double fig-

son took just 11 shots and made only

Christi Timmons came off the bench
to contribute 16 points, two steals and

The Gamecocks never trailed in the

game, scoring the first two points of the
game, and amassing a nine-point lead
at halftime. Furman shot just 39 percent
in the half, while USC was hot, con-
necting on 54 percent of their shots

Carolina cooled off in the second
half, hitting just 10 of 32 shots from the
field, while Furman improved their
shooting to 44 percent with 14 of 32
from the field.

Furman was able to get within two
points on three occasions in the second
half, but were never able to overtake
the Gamecocks. What helped the Game-
cocks was converting 8 of 12 of their
free-throw attempts in the second half.
USC was able to keep the lead by not
allowing Furman to get to the line in
the second half. The Paladins only shot
six free throws in the half, making just
three of them. :

Carolina will play No. 2 Tennessee at
7 p.m. Feb. 8 at Frank McGuire Arena.
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Track star Page stresses
work ethic, academics

By NANCY SALOMONSKY
Carolina! Editor

From a low profile walk-on 1o a NCAA
Toumament qualifier, senior Lavon Page
has made an impact on the USC rtrack
team with his tremendous work ethic
and drive in the 35-pound hammer
throw.

“He js a very
hard worker in
the weight
room," said y
throwing coach -
Larry Judge. “Per-
severance and
hard work have
really made a dif-
ference with
Lavon in the _
teansition from a
walk-on atlilete
to a scholarship
athlete, and now to an athlete who is

Page

.competing at the national level."

“Last year, Lavon set a goal of qualify-
ing for the NCAAs,"” Judge said. “He was
the driving force for the whole crew in
the weight room. We had a saying ‘One
more for the bird,” which meant Lavon
would try to get an extra repetition or
two to make the plane for nationals.”

Page gives credit to his parents for his
work ethic.

“My parents and my upbringing have
always told me to give 100 percent if I
want to accomplish something,” Page
said

Page, a finance/corporate management
major, places his education as a top pri-
ority and last year was named to the SEC
All-Academic team.

“School comes first," Page said. “I
came to USC 1o get an education first
and to make myself more marketable af-
ter graduation. After 1 graduate, 1 would
like to do financial services or maybe be-

come a stock broker.”

The USC track team started its indoor
season on Dec. 3 and continues until
March 13 with the NCAA Cham pi-
onships .

“We have a young promising ream
with good senior leadership and pretty
good freshman-talent,” Page said. “Per-
sonally, our (the field events) biggest op-
ponent is Georgia because they have a
good throwing squad, but overall
Arkansas is going to be tough because
of their running squad.”

Page said working with the national
record holder, Ron Willis, has been very
rewarding.

“He is a great motivator and a great
athlete,” Page said. “Seeing his acconr
plishments makes you want to do big-
ger and beter things.”

“Lavon really helps morivate Ron
Willis and the other guys with his work
ethie,” Judge said. "He wasn't the most
physically gifted and talented, but he
worked hard. I guess you could say he'is
the ‘Rudy’ of the track team, but he's 1ak-
en it to a lot higher level than ‘Rudy.’”

Before 2 big meet, Page psyches him-
self up by becoming mentally ready

“I'll listen to music and try to think
about something that I haven't accom-
plished yet,” he said

Being an athlete and a representativé
of USC is very important to Page

“It’s a pride thing,” Page said. “ILis
hard to put into words. . . it gives me a
sense of accomplishment. It is emotion-
ally satisfying to be a part of a team and
to be recognized as a leader and 1o be
able to achieve the goals we set”

The USC track team will be compering
athome in The Gamecodk Invitationd
on Feb, 19

“We don't geta lot of exposure far
home track meets. It's always a help o
the athletes to get support from the stu-
dents and community.”
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