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The Gamecock

Southern-style hockey needs improvements

Hockey Night in Carolina? Please!
Hockey Night in Canada? Yes! The Mon-
treal Canadians and the Toronto Maple
Leafs and the Saturday nights of my youth
spent in front of the television. After all,
it had been two weeks since I had arrived
from Toronto for grad school, and 1
missed the pickup hockey games; the
thud of an errant slapshot striking the
boards; and the postgame retirement to
a local bar for heated debates on who's
the best fighter in the NHL or who should
be named MVP of the league.

Of course, all of the talk being a vicar-
ious exercise for those who fell far short
of their boyhood dreams of Stanley Cup
glory. Even though we are in our 20s, my
friends Gareth and Frank and 1 can still
ponder over a beer the “what ifs,” like
Kevin Costner in “Field of Dreams.”

By their early 20s, most Canadians have
dropped their hopes of making it to the
big leagues, For the persistent few, there’s
the spot farther down the professional
ladder: the East Coast Hockey League,
where Canadians, Americans, Russians
and Europeans all converge to give it one
last chance at the professional level. It’s

like minor league baseball, but the scars
* are more numerous courtesy of the pucks,
sticks and opponents’ fists

With any live game
being better than late-
night reports on CNN,
it's into the car armed
with a radar detector for
the drive north to Char-
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action was fruitless, and
the game was finally
decided by a penalty
shootout, which,
although it doesn't exist
in the NHL, is great fun

lotte to see the first-year
Checkers do bartle against those invaders
from the frigid, unfriendly north...the Day-
ton Bombers,

We soon arrived and found our seats
in a remote corner of Independence Are-
na and settled’in for the Carolinian ver-
sion of hockey night in Canada. The Char-
lotte fans have the requisite energy for
this new sport and applauded and
cheered when one of the Checkers flat-
tened an opponent against the boards
They jeered and screamed when the ref-
erce made one of his many inexplicable
calls

The separation anxicty from not having
seen a game in far too long was quickly
gone as we watched the puck fly back and
forth and bodies flail, proving that man
can indeed fly, at least for seconds, if he's
tripped while skaring at high speeds

Although tedious for the first two peri-
ods, the game reached great heights of
sporting excitement by going into over-
time tied ar 4-4. Five minutes of overtime

for fans and stressful for
the players. Dayton scored on two of their
three shots and was declared the winner.

Unfortunately, Independence Arena is
a terrible place to waich hockey. The chief
problem is that the angle of the seats is
far too shallow; if only one fan stands up,
the ficld of vision is blocked for everyone
behind him. It's nothing like Chicago Sta-
dium, which has frighteningly steep seat-
ing affording everyone a great view of the
action. The stadium is pleasantly intimare,
if you can say that about the loudest
arena in pro hockey.

My second comphaint about Indepen-
dence Arena is the absurd price of beer
At §3.25 a can, | thought I had fallen
asleep and waken up in Toronto's Sky-
dome, which undoubredly serves the most
expensive and tasteless suds in the known
world. T hope organizers of Columbia's
expansion group take heed of these
points if they're ultimarely awarded a fran-
chise

Charleston, home of the ECHL's

« Go out with friends and keep track of
each other. Don’t broadcast your
name, address or plans in front of
others.
« On a first date, plan to meet in a
public place. Let people know where

Safety

you plan to be and let your date know

that others know. Stick to your plans.
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Your Income Tax Refund!

* No cash needed!
from your loan check

* Receive your refund
anticipation loan within
a matter of days

* Receive your South
Carolina refund in about
three weeks

BTk

All fees can be withheld

HéR BLOCK

AMERICA'S TAX TEAM

1720 Broad River Rd.
River Center
(803) 772-4022

1505 Charleston Hwy.
Granby Village
(803) 796-1400

Town Square
Hwy. 378 - Lexington
(803) 359-4297

Sears - Columbia Mall
(803) 788-2558

647 St. Andrews Rd.
Piggly Wiggle Center
(803) 772-0455

Area H & R Block locations:

3714 North Main St.
(803) 252-4405

1001 Harden St.
The Marketplace
(803) 799-2803

6840 Garners Ferry
Rd.

Landmark Square
(803) 776-5747

1945-2 Decker Blvd,
Decker Center
(803) 787-8682

Sears - Columbiana Mall
(803) 732-7691
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"Booze Cruise"
Social Progr

Student

Educational Proj

"Pajama Jam"
Sims Hall Government

Jesse Poorman Moore Hall Staff

Correction for October
Social Program
"South of the Border Fiesta Dinner
Anne Linstead / Patrick Fortenberry

unity Service Program
eration Santa Claus'"
one RAs and Government
\ducational Program
"Heritage or Hate"
Nancy Fuller / NRHH
Social Program

‘Bate Area Murder Mystery"
Anne Hunsberger / Bates Staff

gela Cooksey

Stingrays, has proved that minor-league
hockey in this state can be successful, The
Stingrays have a new arena and are sell-
ing out most of their games in a 9,000-
seat arena. It can happen here in Colum-
bia

On Sarurday night, we saw players who
are driven by a love of the game; at a few
hundred dollars a week, it's hardly the
land of untold riches. The level of play
is above Canada’s junior hockey, and
for only a 87 investment, we got back a
mix of bodychecks, raised sticks and flur-
ries of controlled violence

Coke and Pizza Hut can ke®p their Nan-
cy Kerrigans and Katarina Wits and sell a
few more value meals, but when I pay
to scc people on skates, I want them
dressed like gladiators with wooden sticks
primed to send a piece of vulcanized rub-
ber at 100 mph roward another human
being whose job is to stop it with his
body. That's hockey, and it's a wonderful
sport to play, watch or just talk about

Nigel Ravenhill is bost of "Maple Leaf
Rag," which airs Fridays from 10 a.m.
to noon on WUSC-FM.
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A Charlotte Checkers p-laycr battles with a Raleigh Icecaps plaver at
Independence Arena in Charlétte.
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Tonight... Whoa!
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SHRIMP &
OYSTERS

Thurs., Feb. 3 - Legendary
blues recording artist Nappy
Brown featuring Electric City |
Blues Band. Vi

Sat., Feb. 5 - Live from
Dick’s Last Resort Myrtle
Beach Karey Michaels Band.




