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The saying "If at first you don't

succeed, try, try again" has helped
Brian Black lead the Association of
African-American students to
transmit their message of racial
understanding on campus.

DiacK, a iciuui cuucauuu liiajui
from Greenville, became the presidentof AAAS his sophomore year
because the president was no

longer able to serve.
"I didn't expect to move up from

vice-president to president my
sophomore year, but I knew I had
to do the best I could," he said.

Black said he learned a lot about
programming, the organization and
the importance of being able to
depend on members.

"I learned many things that year,
but I feel this is my year because I
ran for president of the association
and won," he said.

Black said he has been able to
use skills he learned from serving
as president his sophomore year
and serving the student body as
treasurer last year.

"I made great contacts and I
know who to go to for various
things," Black said.
He also believes this is a great

year because AAAS plays a crucial
role in providing the campus and
Columbia community with programs.
"We had that rrnrial timp tn
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"We sponsor programs
for all students .

whether they come is
something else."

Brian Black
AAAS President

plan over the summer, and that's i

plus," Black said. AAAS has spon
sored eight programs this semestei
ranging from lectures and service
projects to socials.

Black said it's hard to program
because the AAAS budget has beer
cut every year since he's been here

"It's difficult to provide quality
programs with little money," he
said.

He said everything the associa
tion spends student activity fees or
is external. "We don't provide programsexclusively for members
and we don't spend student activit>
fee money on banquets and trophiesfor our members," he said.
AAAS does have an annual ban'''< Rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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quet, but Black said they raise
money to fund it or the member*
pay for it out of their pockets.
"We sponsor programs for al

students whether they come i<
something else."
He admitted that somenonAfrican-Americanstudents have

told him thev arp intimidated hv

the name. However, he said the
name exists because the organiza1tion became official in 1968. "We
are not going to change the name
to passify people who may be
intimidated."
He emphasized that the organization'sprograms are open to all

students. "Those who are interested
should come to meetings or programsand see what we do and
what AAAS is about," he said.
AAAS has several white members.

Black said AAAS has already
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community and students on campus
) in reference to Black History

Month. "People expect a lot out ol
our organization bacause we are ai
a predominantly white campus," he
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diversity
actions
said.

"Brian is a good leader because
he really cares about the association.Because he has already been
president, he knows what needs to
be done. He also stresses team
work because we're all working for

I a common goal," Tina Lark, secretaryof AAAS, said.
"Ever since I've known him, he

J will try to be there for you if you
» have a problem. He will try to

emphathize and offer moral sup1port. If a student has a problem,
5 they can go to him and he will be

there with the association's sup
port," she said.

Working in AAAS takes a lot
' out of Black, but time management
! keeps him on track.

"I have to prioritize, and know
wnai 1 can ao ana wnat l can t do,
he said.

Black credits his mother, Ms.
Josephine Black, with raising him
to be strong and ambitious.

"She works two jobs as a cos'motologist by trade and is employeedby Michelin Tire Company,"
he said."She sacraficed and worked
two jobs to put me through school,
and she taught me right from
wrong, ne said.

"According to statistics, I should
be in CCI," he said. He said it
wasn't easy being raised by a singleparent, but they worked hard
and he will be graduated next year,
he said.
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TOPTEN MOST BOGUS
THINGS ON EARTH

10. The Donut Diet.
9. Cars that can talk.
8. "Do Not Remove Under

Penalty Of Law" tags
on mattresses.

7. Pop quiz on Monday
following major weekend.

6. l-900-DEBBY.
5. Lawn flamingos.
4. Imitation cheese.
3. Referee in Professional

wrestling.
2. Did we mention the

pop quiz?
I. Drugs.

PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE AMERICA

Questions?
Problems?
Concerns?
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