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Team looks to improve by leaps and bounds

Volleyballers start 2nd season in SEC

Sportln
Fool

By Tim Thorsen
Sports Editor

Welcome to the wonderful
world of the Sportin® Fool, the
authority on sports, or at least a
guy with a ton of useless knowl-
edge. Let the game begin.

On the diamond, the big news is
the Jose Canseco trade to the
Texas Rangers for Ruben Sierra,
Bobby Witt and Jeff Russell. Can
you say desperate for pitching,
Oakland fans?

Witt is 9-13 with a 446 ERA
and Jeff Russell will be nothing
but a set-up man for the Eck. Both
of them will be free agents at the
end of the year. Adios Oakland.

Who cares what happens in the
AL West anyway?

Get this, the most exciting race
in baseball is the AL East among
Toronto, Baltimore and
Milwaukee. And boredom reigns
supreme. Pass the Sominex.

News Flash! Cleveland and
Seattle are in last place, and they
both are better than the Los
Angeles Dodgeballers.

Edgar Martinez — the best hit-
ter in baseball. Too bad he plays
for Nintendo — I mean Seattle.

Please, Montreal, beat out
Piusburgh for the NL East crown.
I'm sick and tired of watching the
Pirates get whupped by the West.
It's time to give someone clse a
chance to lose to the Braves.

Cubs lose! Cubs lose! Cubs
lose!

Shut up Atlanta fans, you win
the National League by default.

Hey CBS, wouldn’t you love to
have the McKenzie Brothers
Series? Go Jays, Go Expos, eh.
Crash go the ratings.

What ever happened to the
Cincinnatti Red Crosses?

You may now cheer for Atlanta,
if you remember Rick Mahler,
Claudell Washington and Ken
Oberkfell.

Wasn’t Minnesota in first place
a few days ago? How can Qakland
be in first? What happened to the
White_Sox? Wasn't Texas sup-
posed to win this year?

Braves over Jays in six.

Extra! Joe Montana out until
October. Wait a second while I
strip naked and dance around
Thomas Cooper.

Hey, Thurman,
met yet?

If 1 hear how great the NFC
East is one more time, I'm going
to rip the head off my Joe Gibbs
voodoo doll.

Mark Rypien and Desmond
Howard are the two highest paid
Redskins. Whaddya think about
that, Art Monk, Ricky Sanders,
Gary Clark, Darryl Green and Jim
Lachey?

If Troy Aikman plays quarter-
back for Dallas all year, not only
will it be a miracle, but Michael
Irvin won’t be the best receiver in
the NFL. Buerlein can go deep,

See FOOL page 11
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By NANCY SALOMONSKY
Sports Editor

The Lady Gamecocks vplleyball
team will begin its second season
in the Southeastern Conference this
fall.

Coming off a slow start in the
SEC, South Carolina finished with
a 13-24 overall record and a 1-13
SEC mark.

“With one senior, five juniors
and two sophomores we have
enough experience to get the job
done,” head coach Bonnie Kenny
said.

The Lady Gamecocks will have
four experienced players to fill the
outside hitter position. Junior
Diane Mitchell will be one of the
athletes USC looks to as an outside
hitter.

“If anyone had a phenomenal
spring, it was Diane,” Kenny said.
“She was by far our most consis-
tant and best outside hitter. If
Diane maintains the competitive
attitude she had this spring, she
will be one of our key outside hit-
ters.”

Amy lannoccarri, who started 25
games as a freshman, is an explo-
sive hitter.

“Amy did a great job of going
after the ball in the spring. She

needs to improve her technique,
but that part will come,” Kenny
said.

The setter position will be filled
by sophomore Jodi Thompson. She
retums to the squad as the lone set-
ter. She started all 37 games a year
ago and was the only Lady
Gamecock to play in every game.

“We are very pleased with the
work ethic Jodi showed during the
summer months. She really worked
hard and came back to camp physi-
cally fit and ready to play,” Kenny
said.

The middle setter position is an
important one for the Lady
Gamecocks. USC had 3.11 blocks
per game in 1991, which was good
enough for second place in the
SEC,

USC has three of the top five
blockers in the SEC. Strong plays
at the net will come from Libby
Ralston, Amy Collinsworth and
Jennifer Guess.

Ralston was the top hitter in
1991 with a .270 percentage. She
was second on the team and tied
for fourth with 34 blocked solos,
Her 95 block assists placed her
third on the team and sixth in the
conference.

“Libby just needs to work a little
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on her technique, so she can be
more fluid. She has the potential to
be a dominant player at the net,”
Kenny said.

The first home SEC match will
be against Mississippi State on Oct.
9 and then against Alabama on
Oct. 11.
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“The SEC will be better with
four teams ranked in the preseason
top 25, but we will go into every
match with the belief that anybody
can get beat on any given night,”
Kenny said.

The Spurs and Feathers con-
tributed to this story.
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