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Gay marriages and adoption

Editor's note: This is part three of an interview with Kyira Brooke, president of USC's Bisexual, Gay and
Lesbian Student Association. The interview is meant to broaden the public's understanding and acceptance of
homosexuality. Part one was printed March 4. Part two was printed March 25.

By SHANNON BAYNHAM
Staff Writer

Do you feel that gays rear their
children not to be gay?

I think most gays understand
that you don’t raise a kid to be a
certain sexuality. A kid will come
to a sexuality, and I think gay pa-
rents would be much more suppor-
tive of a lot of children’s choices
than homophobic parents would
be, and some heterosexuals are ho-
mophobic, definitely.

What's the biggest problem fac-
ing the gay community, today?

Recognition and protection *for
legal protection under the law.

Does the gay community per-
ceive ltself as a separate enfity of
society?

Yes, because we are not main-
stream. There are gays of main-
stream, but we are a subculture of
heterosexual society, although that
doesn’t mean that everybody in
society is heterosexual. The over-
whelming feeling is that our
American culture is heterosexual,
and we're a subculture of that.
We're not heterosexual, but we
live within this culture; so we're
siill Americans, we just have one
very important difference.

You've talked about gay mar-
riages and adoption. A lot of
times relationships among male
homaosexuals are not monogam-
ous ...

I wouldn’t say are not mono-
gamous. It's really hard to say
what is a typical gay relationship.
We live in a culture that says wo-
men want 10 gel marricd, straight
or gay, Women want 10 gel mar-
ricd and settle down. Women are
not “hot 1o tro.” Men are ruled by
their hormones. These are just a
few of the things we hear all the
ume.

I think those are really deeply
socialized. So think — you get two
people together who don’t really
understand the amount ol choices
they have in their own personal
behavior, who still [eel subcon-
sciously controlled by those.

If you've got two guys together
who've been raised 1o believe that
men cannot form long-lerm com-
municative rclationships, they
won’t. If you've gol two women
together who think they are sup-
posed to get married, they marry.
Which is true. A lot of women
have been raised to think sex is
something that is only for mar-
riage, so lesbians “get married.”
We have a year or lwo-year or
four—year relationships based on
sexual attraction.

But I wouldn’t say that’s be-
cause we're gay. IU's because we
live in a world that is not very sup-
portive of other options of beha-
vior: | know more long term —
longer than 10—year gay couples

-~ who are stll happy than | do
straight couples.

(Q: Do you know the ones who
are doing this, the ones who are
beating you up, are not abiding by
the true laws of the Bible like they
are supposed to, even if they call
themselves “Christian?”

A: Oh, but there are so many in-
terpretations of Christianity. 1
don’t carc whether other Christians
are wrong. They think they're
Christian, and they're right, and
still the Baptist majority in the
South is highly homophobic. The
fundamentalists arc openly homo-
phobic, also openly biased and ra-
Cist in my opinion,

Q: Which is what?

A: If a religion is supported by
some kind of bigotry, perhaps the
religion is not based on as much
love and understanding as they
once thought they were, 1 see lov-
ers kept apart from cach other. I
se¢ children taken away from pa-
rents, 1 sec people beaten up by
“born agains™ or by whatever radi-
cal Islamic lactions, which are
highly homophobic. Orthodox
Jews are highly homophobic. The
fundamentalist Baptist groups,

Mormons, the Roman Catholic
Church — I see all these religions
destroying people’s lives, invading
their privacy.
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By The Associated Press

Evangelist Billy Graham arrived
Tuesday in North Korea, the na-
tion's official news agency
e .
The Korean Central News
Agency, monitored in Tokyo, gave
no details about whom Graham

Graham visits Korea

would meet in the hard-line Com-
munist nation, which keeps tight
reins on religion.

The news agency identified Gra-
ham as “a religious leader of the
United States.,” and said he was
mel at the airport by “officials
concerned.”

Actor makes pit stop,
visits first car, BMW

By The Associated Press

Sean Patrick Flanery, star of
“The Young Indiana Jones Chroni-
cles” ABC-TV series, made a pit
stop to visit his 1973 BMW 2002
at the Korman Autoworks, where
the sportscar is getung a $30,000
overhaul.

The 26-year-old actor grinned
Monday at the sight of his beloved
car.

“Oh,” he sighed walking under
the lift. “Look at those shocks.”

Now that Flanery is making

piles of money, he can afford fix-

ing up his first car, purchased for
§2,600 when he was a Student at
the University of St. Thomas in
Houston.

A longtime car enthusiast, Flan-
ery raced and atiended race driving
schools when he wasn’t acting in
Houston theater productions. Three
years ago, he moved to Los
Angeles and acted in a few Disney
films before producer George Lu-
cas lapped him to play the fictional
adventurer.
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How To Cram For Summer

west Prices

5'x 10" Now ¢19*

It’s amazing how much stuff you ¢an cram into one Public Storage rental space
for the summer. It's even more amazing how little you'll pay. We have lots of
private spaces in many convenient sizes at affordable monthly rates. Show your
student ID and take advantage of the Student Special 5' x 10" Now $19*.

s ——————— - w‘ith'rhis Coupon --_—_-_--ﬁ

Student Special - 5' x 10" Now *19*
Just Show Your Student ID

n Town!

* Furniture, sports equipment
* Household goods, books

* Business storage, too

¢ Temporary or long term
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FOOLS DAY
with the [diof!

75¢ Slices -
4pm - 6:30pm

779-5240

COLUMBIA
3415 Broad River Drive
798-2598
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I *Subject to availability on selected sizes only, Limit ane space per castomer. New rentals anly. Does not include applicable deposis or foet.
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— Think You're
- Pregnant?
- Find out Now!

= A confidential pregnancy test

7 takes only minutes! Planned

. Parenthood also provides

/= counseling, complete GYN exams,
| low-cost pirth control and

L = abertion services.

ﬁ“.l Caring, Convenient, Confidential

. 256-4908
< olf Forest Drive between Providence
© Hospital & Richland Mall

@ Planned Parenthood |

times /week. Must be dependable!
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You CdquBe
Working at
The Gamecock!

Account Executives: Advertising sales!
Must have car. Summer and/or Fall.

Office Assistants: Typing skills required,
computer skills helpful. Fall only.

Campus Representatives: Campus ad-
vertising sales. No car required. Fall only.

Delivery Assistants: To deliver pagers three

ar provided.

Applications available in
Room 313 * Russell House




