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Clemson survives rally to win 24-15, despite Gamecock big plays

By DOUG AUBE
Sports Editor
CLEMSON — Going into Satur-
day’s football game against the
Clemson Tigers, much was said
about how USC would have to get
a lot of breaks and make the big
plays needed to defeat the 17th
ranked team in the nation.

The Gamecocks did register a
number of firsts against the Tigers
Saturday in Death Valley.

USC scored the first touchdown *

against the Tigers in Death Valley
this season.

The Gamecocks blocked the
first punt Tiger kicker Chris Gar-
docki has ever allowed as a Tiger.

USC had the longest play from
scrimmage (43 yards) allowed by
the No. 1 defense in the country at
home all season long,

When you add the fact that the
WO [eams were near even in statis-
tics, you would probably think the
Gamecocks were able to defeat
their arch-rivals in Saturday’s
game.

Wrong.

Before a crowd of over 84,000,
Clemson survived a USC rally to
win the intra-state battle 24-15.

“They (Clemson) are an excel-
lent football team. They took ad-
vaniage of opportunities and we
weren’t able 10,” USC head coach
Sparky Woods said. “I thought at
the beginning of the ballgame we
had a good plan.”

The Gamecocks took the open-
ing kickoff and marched right
through the Tigers defense to the
Clemson 48-yard line.

Things were looking pretty good
for the Gamecocks when running
back Mike Dingle broke off left
guard for a gain of six and then
boom ... fumble, and the Tigers
recovered.

The teams traded punts for the
next few possessions and the first
quarter looked as it might end in a
scoreless tie.

With just under six minutes re-
maining in the quarter, the USC
special teams came through with
the first of the Gamecock's big

yS.
Linebacker Ricky Ferguson

broke through the Tigers line and
blocked Gardocki’s punt, and USC
was in business after receiver Bra-
lyn Bennett recovered at the Clem-
son six-yard line.

But USC could not convert the
opportunity into a touchdown and
had to settle for a 22-yard field
goal from Collin Mackie and a 3-0
USC lead.

“We blocked the punt, and we
should never have recovered the
punt,” Woods said. “We should
have picked up the (ball) and run
with it or scooped it toward our
goal line. It was automatically our
ball. There is really no reason to
recover it. I thought if we scooped
it we could have picked it up and
scored the touchdown.”

The Tigers responded by march-
ing 74 yards in 12 plays to take a
7-3 lead after tailback Rudy Harris
plunged into the endzone from one
yard oul.

Clemson’s defense held USC
again, and after a 34-yard Daren
Parker punt, Tiger return man
Robert O'Neal rambled down field
to the Gamecock 33-yard line set-
ting up another Clemson
touchdown.

The Tigers were able to go 33
yards in four plays, 17 on fresh-
man Ronald Williams run, to put
them up 14-3.

Not to be outdone, USC re-
sponded with a drive of théir own
trying to close the gap before the
half. -

Gamecock receiver and return
man Robert Brooks hauled in the
kickoff on the one-yard line and
jaunted down field for a 57-yard
return giving USC a first down on
the Clemson 42,

On third and eleven, USC quar-
terback Bobby Fuller found a
streaking Eddie Miller for a
22-yard reception and USC had the
ball on the Tiger 43-yard line,

But the Gamecocks were not
able to convert the good field posi-
tion into a touchdown and had to
settle for another Mackie field
goal, this one 42 yards, with'2:15
left in the half, which ended with
Clemson on top 14-6.

On the Gamecocks’ first posses-
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USC receiver Eddie Miller races upfield in Saturday's 24-15 loss to arch rival Clemson. The Gamecocks play host to West Virginia on
Thanksgiving Day in their final game of the season.

sion of the second half, Fuller was
pressured out of the pocket and

. threw an interception setting the

Tigers up on the USC 13-yard line.
The Gamecock defense stif-
fened, holding Clemson to six
yards. Gardocki had to come in for
the 24-yard field goal.
USC was facing a 17-6 deficit,

and the Carolina fans were geiting

restless.

With 4:21 remaining in the third
quarter, Gamecock defensive back
Leon Harris intercepted a DeChane
Cameron pass and momentum be-
gan to switch to the Gamecocks.

Again, the Tiger defense held
USC 10 a field goal but Clemson
failed to cover the kickoff and

.USC’s Bru Pender recovered the

ball on the Clemson 12-yard line,
This time, the Gamecocks were
able to convert as Dingle bowled

through on third down from four
yards'out. The Gamecocks lined
up for a two-point conversion (ry-
ing 1o tie the score with a little
over ten minutes to play. But a
Fuller-to-Brooks pass sailed high
and Clemson held on to the lead
17-15.

On the return, Clemson was
called for a clip. The Tiger fans
were starting to become restiess.

Cameron rested that notion in a
heartbeat.

The quarterback lofted a pass
downfield to Williams for a
36-yard gainer setting up an
86-yard Clemson drive that imme-
diately swung the momentum back
in Clemson’s favor.

»=We scored and had the momen-
tum, and they hit us for a long

pass on the sweep, and it really put
them downfield,” USC’s defensive
end Corey Miller said. “It was
tough, I really thought we’d stop
them on that drive. It cost us.”

With 6:50 to play, the Game-
cocks were down 24-15 and in
need of a big play.

USC responded with a 43-yard
pass play from Fuller to Brooks
and the Gamecocks were knocking
on the door,

But instead it was Clemson that
came up with the big play.

On third and ten from the
25-yard line, Fuller hit Brooks,
who had beaten his man, in the
end zone for an apparent touch-
down. But just as the ball arrived,
Clemson strong safety Arlington
Nunn, sprinting across the end

zone, delivered a jarring hit separ-
ating Brooks and the ball.

“It was a corner post. We put
the play in a couple of weeks ago.
Everybody was playing our comer
routes, so we show them the cor-
ner route and come back inside on
the post,” Brooks said. *“I had my
guys beat on the weakside and the
guy from the strong side (Nunn)
came off the hash and made a
great hit.”

On the next play, Mackie
missed a 42-yard field goal attempt
and Clemson took over with 5:35
remaining.

Clemson head coach Ken Hat-
field said Nunn’s play was a key.

See FOOTBALL page 9

Navember 21st

on Greene Street

Carolina Cares
Community Service Week
November 26 - December 2

Registration deadline for or ganizations

Carolina Cares Day Saturday, December 1st 10am. to 4p.m.
drop off paint: front of Russell House University Union

Band Party Wednesday, November 28th at Rockafella’s 9 to 1
Presenting: Jaint Effort, House of Mirth and Store Creek Band
University Tree Lighting Sunday, December 2nd 7p.m.

on the Horseshoe (rain location Rutledge Chapel)

featuring Carolina Alive and Heavenly Creations

for more infarmation call Cyndy Martino at 777-5780

Course Times:

Building/Room:
Schedule Code:

STUDENTS

Need an interesting elective
to take this Spring?

Try:

ICOMD 520: Principles of Speech Pathology

An introductory course into the fields of
speech—language pathology and audiology.

Le'c:rn about a profession that makes a
difference in the lives of children and
adults with communication handicaps.

Mon—Wed—Fri from 1:25—-2:15 p.m.

Nurasing Room 124
191071

For furtl-;or information contact:

Teresa Boyette 777—4813

We can guarantee fast service
because we have a lens laboratory
staffed with expert technicians right
in our store. In fact, most prescrip-
tions can be made in just one hour.
But if you don't receive your glasses
when we promise them, you get the
lenses free.

upper level next

(ffer expires 11-30-90

] Not valid with any other offer
or on previous purchases
L—Oﬁur expires 11-50-90

Vision
Screening

Test for visual acuity, muscle
balance and color vision. This test |
determines if a comprehensive |
eye exam is necessary.

OontaEt _____
Lenses

Try our Ciba soft contact lenses,
Durasoft colors or New Vue
disposable contact lenses.

You will receive our complete
20-step. eye examination that in-
cludes tests for glaucoma, periph-
eral vision and refraction. Andevery
exam is conducted by an experi-
enced Doctor of Optometry. Make
an appointment or simply walk in.

Columbia
Located in the Columbia Mall

to J.C. Penney

736-8600

A8 ey

or on previous purchases:
Offer expires 11-30-90

or on previons purchases
o Offier expires 11-30-90

Mot valid with any other offer
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Not valid with any other offer

Opti-World.
You Have'To See
It To Believe It.

unconditional
safisfaction

Nobody else in the business of-
fers a “no risk" guarantee like Opti-
World. If you're not completely sat-
isfied with vour new eyewear, simply
return it within 90 days and we'll
exchange it for free. No questions
asked. AtOpti-World, you don't pay
more, you just get more!

PTI-
RLD

Choose the perfect pair of glasses
( frames and lenses) from our
extensive selection.

Non-Prescription !

Sunglasses |
You've got it made in the shade |
with our Ray-Ban, Serengetiand |
Vuarnet sunglasses. |




