
Gamecocks
By STEVE JOHNSON
Staff Writer

After a week of hard practices
and intense preparation, the Gamecocks(5-4) will close out their
road schedule against their crossstaterival, the 17th ranked ClemsonTigers (8-2).

The rivalry, which dates back to
1896, is one of the best in college
sports.

"I'm not just going to say it's
just another game because it's
not," USC Coach Sparky Woods
said. "It's a very important football
game."
Clemson features a defense

ranked first in rushing defense and
total defense, second in scoring defenseand eighth in passing defense.They have allowed an averageof only 70.4 yards rushing per
game and 9.4 points per game.

"They're the best defensive
team I've ever had the chance to
coach against, and I've had the
chance to coach against some

pretty good ones," Woods said.
Two of Clemson's best defensiveplayers are linebacker Ed

McDaniel and senior defensive end
Vance Hammond. McDaniel leads
the Tigers with 87 tackles and has
one quarterback sack. Hammond
leads the Tiger pass rush with sevensacks and 16 quarterback pressures,and he is third on the team
in tackles with 61.
USC will challenge Clemson's

highly touted defense with an offenseled by the nation's seventh
rated quarterback, Bobby Fuller.
He has completed 142 passes foi

1,980 yards and 13 touchdowns
this season. Fuller needs only 12C
mr»»v» naccincr varHc to Ivmmp nnf

of USC's top ten career passers
and 222 total yards in the next twc

games to move into the ninth spot
His yardage total so far has al
ready surpassed the best singh
season totals by legendary USC
quarterbacks Jeff Grantz, Mik<
Hold and Gary Harper.
When asked if Clemson's defensewould make him nervous

Fuller said, "No, you can't reallj
be thinking about that (their No. 1
rating). You've just got to go ou

and do what you can do.
"If they try to sack me, I'm jus
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going to take off and run," Fuller
said. "If a Clemson player starts

running his mouth, it'll pretty
much fire me up. I'd just laugh
and pick on them by trying to
blow a nice pass right by them."
The Tigers will attempt to containFuller with the nation's eighth

rated passing defense. Leading the
Tiger pass coverage is cornerback
Dexter Davis, who has broken up
nine passes and has six
interceptions.
The multi-talented Chris Gardockihandles the kicking and

punting duties for Clemson. Gardockihas the fourth best punting
average in the nation and has made
18 of 23 field goals, rating him
sixth in the nation in field goal
percentage.

"In my opinion, Chris Gardocki
very well might be the best footballplayer in college football,"
Woods said. "I don't know of any
player that does more for their
team than Chris Gardocki does for
Clemson."
A distinct challenge exists for

the USC special teams in containingthe Tigers' lethal return man,
senior flanker Doug Thomas. Thomasis the chief reason that the Tigersare ranked sixth in the nation
in kickoff returns. He has returned
eight kickoffs for 293 yards, two
for touchdowns and is averaging
36.6 yards per return.

Also of concern to the Gamecocksis Clemson's offense, which
1 ranks 11th in the nation in rushing.

Tailback Ronald Williams leads
the Tigers with 144 carries for 790

» yards and eight touchdowns.
Thp fiompprvlr Hpfpnsp ic lp/t hv

; senior linebacker Patrick Hinton
, and cornerback Cedric Surratt,

USC is ranked 20th in the nation
in total defense and 23rd in the na,tion in passing defense. Hinton

J leads all Gamecock tacklers with
J 94, has broken up two passes and

also has one interception. Surratt
has broken up two passes, has two
interceptions and has made 43

j tackles this season.

[ The USC-Clemson game is
t scheduled for 1 p.m. at Memorial

Stadium in Clemson. A sellout
t crowd of over 80,000 is expected.
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Q. What is the all-time USC- si

Clemson series record? b
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Q. When did the two teams first d
meet on the football field?

A. USC won 12-6 on Nov. 12, t<

1896, in Columbia. tl
t

Q. Last season, the Tigers de- ^
feated the Gamecocks 45-0 in Col- !'
umbia. What and when was the 11

largest margin of victory for USC? ^
A. USC won 56-20 Nov. 22, c

1975, in Columbia. s

Q. What are the official colors s

of the Clemson Tigers? I
A. Burnt Orange and Northwest t

Purple. ti
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USC travels to Raleigh, N.C.,
unday for the second round of the
1CAA Soccer Tournament.
The Gamecocks are coming off

f a 3-0 upset to fourth-ranked
'lemson and now face the South
legion's top seed, N.C. State
Volfpack. The Pack are ranked
econd nationally and received a

ye in the first round.
USC Head Coach Mark Berson

aid the Wolfpack (16-4-0) present
ifferent concerns than the Tigers.
"N.C. State is an excellent

« i : J ««ti ^LaII
sam, ne saiu. 111c maiieuge
hey present to us is a different
ype of game than Clemson.
Vhere Clemson was vulnerable in
he midfield, N.C. State is strong
n the midfield. Where Clemson
lasn't scored a tremendous amount
if goals, N.C. State has been very
trong this year in the attack."
The ACC Champion Wolfpack's

trong midfield contains the ACC
>layer of the Year in Henry Guierrez,but Berson has faith that
he USC defense can keep him in
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"Our players will recognize

some ways to shut down their best
players," he said.

N.C. State Head Coach George
Tarantini knows the Gamecocks
have been in the NCAAs many
times before.
"We will be playing one of the

premier teams in the U.S.," he
said. "The experience South Carolinahas in the NCAA tournament
is tremendous.
USC is the only team in the

South Region to appear in six
straight NCAA tournaments.

"It will help coming off of a

good win," Berson said. "Our
players know what NCAA experienceis all about. That can only be
a positive factor.

"N.C. State is hard to predict.
They have had a chance to rest.
We're also playing up there so that
balances all the scales."
USC has won the last four meetingsbetween the two schools, ineludinga 1-0 overtime NCAA

tournament win in 1987.
Kickoff is» at 1 p.m.
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Sports Briefs"
USC swim teams
face Florida today
The USC men's and women'sswim teams will face the

Florida Gators today at 4 p.m.
at the Carolina Natatorium. The
Lady Gators are ranked seventh
nationally while the Florida
men are ranked ninth.
Both Gamecock teams are

3-1 on the season. The men are
led by Mark Smith and Rick
Havekost and the women have
been paced by Michelle Smith
and Isabelle Amould.

Surgery a success
for USC center
USC basketball sophomore

Edmond Wilson successfully
underwent knee surgery Tuesdayand is expected to begin rehabilitationimmediately.

Wilson injured the knee, in
Ihe fiftt half of tha USC-High,
Ffve Athericl '"fexftibitiGrr on*
Nov. 5, He^expected to return
to action in 2 to 3 weeks.
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