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programming, but that her mother
drove her to a strange house where
her family and Royal had gathered.

“It took two days to get through
to me,” she said. “After that, T just
moved out of my apartment (re-
nted with church members) and
never went back to church.

Thomas has since made radio
and T.V. appearances to educate
people about the cult, and said she
has since met with people who got
out of the church.

“They say the evangelist told the
church members to stay away from
me, that Satan had gotten me,” she
said.

Although Thomas said she has
resolved her experience with the
church, repercussions of those nine
months remain.

“I sull feel guilty sometimes,”
she said. “It’s really hard for me to
trust people.”

Exit counselor’s views

Mike Royal, a Charleston real
estate investor, has good reasons
for his concern about cults. He
used to be in one.

Royal was involved with Great
Commission International, which
is recognized by both the Ameri-
can Family Foundation and the
Cult Awareness Network as a cult,
from 1976 to 1980. At one point,
he was the executive editor of To-
day's Student, GCI'’s national
newsletter.

GCI was founded by Jim
McCotter in 1972 in Iowa and has
since grown o an international or-
ganization with 80 churchs asso-
giated worldwide. Royal said he
was close to McCotter himself un-
til he walked away after being
deemed “unspiritual” for question-
3315 McConer,

Since then, Royal has dedicated
his life 10 helping others get out of
destructive cults. He received an
master’s of social work at the Uni-
versity of Georgia and has done
intervention and counselling 1o cult
members in several states.

“These groups (Boston Church
of Christ and GCI) are using mind-
control techniques to get people in
and 10 keep them in,” he said.

Royal said most cult members
are sincere in their beliefs and
aren’t aware of the techniques be-
ing used.

“Part of mind control is you're
not aware you're under it,” he
said. “These groups strip you of
your critical thought processes. If
you find yourself dgubting them,
you're no longer under their
control.”

This is the reason for involun-
tary intervention, which many exit
counselors are wary of participat-
ing in because of increasing legal
action by the cult members, Royal
said.

“If you're taught that your be-
liefs are going to be persecuted by
unbelievers, why would you volun-
tarily listen to someone tell you're
brainwashed?" he said.

Royal said his interventions,
which are free and uswally ar-
ranged by friends and families of
the cult members, are not always
successful.

“Whether people leave through
intervention or not, they need sup-
port,” he said. “They feel foolish
for believing and often, they've
lost their only social outlet. They
need to resolve their feelings of
guilt.”

Royal said cults operate on
guilt. “In other churches, you are
offered salvation if you believe,”
he said. “In these groups, you're

never fully ‘saved’ — there’s al-
ways something you could do
wrong.”

Cults also separate members
from their family, he said.

“That’s one of the first things
they do,” he said. “They want you
away from people who care, who
question your relationship with the
church. They tell you to expect
persecution because that’s part of
testing your faith.”

“Most people in the cults are
sincere,” he said, “but the leaders
are aware of what they’re doing.
They control minds for money, for
power, for the security of having
people at their beck and call.

The churches respond

“Baloney,” said Lynn Lowrie,
evangelist of the Columbia Church
of Christ. “The idea that we're a
cult is completely false.”

Lowrie said anyone against the
church just doesn’t know what
went on.

“I challenge people to visit and
see if they still believe we're
dangerous,” he said... ..

“I know Kirkland, and I think
she’s a nice girl,” he said. “But I
wonder if she wasn’t exposed to
mind cortrol by her
deprogrammer.”

Lowrie said he didn’t know ex-
actly what happened with Thomas,
but he though: it was an isolated
problem related to the former
evangelist.

“We might have been having
discipileship problems,” he said.
“But those problems are gone
now.”

He said he thought Royal was
sincere, but he was uninformed be-
cause he had never attended the
church,

He also denied being part of the
Boston Movement, even when
confronted with the fact that a del-
egation from the church attended a
national Boston Movement meet-
ing in Boston in the Fall of 1989,

“We have no headquarters,” he
said. “Our way is the way of
God.”

He said they don't use mind-
control techniques, restrict dating
or have membership quotas.

Riverbend Community Church
Pastor Dan Willis, who says the
church is part of an association
known as Great Commission Inter-
national, said the USC campus
group merely attended their church
for worship.

“I"d rather not discuss this,” he
said. “We’re not a cult, we’re not
deceptive and we’re not out to
control minds.”

He referred questions to the na-
tional GCI headquarters in
Washington, D.C., which was not
open when called.

“I've done research on Royal,
and he has personal problems,”
Willis said. “His problems with
GCI are 15 years old and
unsubstantiated.”

University’s stand

Over mounting concern about
destructive cults on the USC cam-
pus, university officials have
started planning intervention prog-
rams to counteract such groups.

Student Affairs became con-
cerned about religious cults in June

of 1989 and formed a Cults Task
Force to investigate the problem
and make recommendations for
mtervention. : !

Task force member Paul Fidler
said even though the university is
aware some groups are destructive,
the Student Life office recognizes
them as student organizations be-
cause they have no legal grounds
for barring them from using the
Russell House and recruiling
members.

“They haven’t done anything il-
legal, so our hands are tied,” Fidler
said. “We have to respect freedom
of religion.”

After reviewing their findings,
which focused primarily on Col-
umbia Church of Christ, the task
force recommended educational
intervention. These include in-
creasing residence hall and CARA
staff’s training so they would be
better informed about such groups,
developing a list of speakers who
are willing to talk to various cam-
pus groups concerning the ap-
proaches taken by religious cults,
developing a specific module that
could be included in the University
101 curriculum, developing a pu-
blication about typical problems
faced by students at ¥5C, inform-
ing faculty about cult activities,
and letting the Religious Affairs
Committee be a point of contact
for dealing with students who are
facing problems with cults.
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How to recognize cults

In order to help differenti-
ate between the various
types of cults and their de-
gree of destructiveness, the
Cult Awareness Network
has devised the following
“working definition” of a
cult, which consists of four
categories.

B Use of brainwashing tech-
niques as defined by Robert
Lifton in his book Thought Re-
form and the Psyehology of
Totalism: A Study of Brain-
washing in China. These
include:

M Milieu control. The con-
trol of the internal and external
environment of the cult;

B Mystical manipulation.
The orchestration of individual
experiences by the group,
which are often interpreted as
being spontaneous examples
of the group's divine or perfect
teachings.

W The demand for purity. A
doctrine that divides every-
thing into the absolutely pure
and the totally im-
pure . . . good vs. evil, black
vs. white.

B The cult of confession.
The misuse and insistence
upon using confession primar-
ily for the purpose of controll-
ing the confessor.

B The sacred science. A
doctrine that claims to have a
perfect logical, scientific, philo-
sophical, political or religious
system, even in the face of

~or responsibility for any

obvious distortion. This en-
ables the cultist to justify his
“god-like" superiority over non-
cultists and critics.

B Loading the language. A
technique that limits critical
and questioning thought by
making a Person speak in
‘thought-terminating cliches”
or in terms that only the group
can define.

B Misuse of mind-aitering
techniques. These may in-
clude chanting, praying, medi-
tating, hypnosis, speaking in
tongues and wvarious forms of
repetitive action. The purpose
of using these techniques is to
stop critical thought by limiting
it (sensory deprivation) or by
overloading it (sensory over-
load).

M Deception. Generally, de-
ception about the group’s pur-
pose, beliefs, goals, activities,
history and leadership. Some
groups even have codes that
Justify such deception in such
a way that members have dif-
ficulty believing that what they
say is truly deceptive even
when it is blatantly so.

W Authoritarian, pyramidal,
organizational structure. A
structure dominated by a
leader or group of leaders who
refuses to accept any criticism

wrongdoing in the organiza-
tion.
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WHETHER YOU'RE FINISHING UP ANOTHER ACADEMIC YEAR OR
GRADUATING - - TAKE YOUR CAROLINA DAYS ALONG WITH A

1989-90 Garnet & Black yearbook!

Makes a great Graduation gift!

Name:

For more info. ca:ﬂ /77-8888. It's not too late to order! Use the form be!aw;:a -

Please mail my 1990 Garnet & Black yearbook to the address below.
I've enclosed a check for $23.00 (Includes postage & handiing).

I've already ordered my Garnet & Black yearbook through registration
but I'd rather have my book sent to me. Enclosed is a check for $3
postage and handling. Plgase send my book to the address below.
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* American Veterinary School Curriculum

A 1 A
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Now

ROSS UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
* American Medical School Curriculum
» G d clinical
* Approximately 1400 grad are doing i ps and residencies or are li d
and in private practice throughout the U.S.A.
VETERINARY MEDICINE

* Listed in AVMA Directory, Only foreign vet school doing clinical rotations in U.S.A.
* We are affilinted with U.S. Veterinary schools

i D.V.M.'s are in private practice throughout the U S.A.
In the eveat you are not accepled to s U.S. Medical or Veterinary School

of your cholce, ROSS Is your Best Alteraative!

pting appli for both schools for Spring. Fall, & Winter semesters, Places
ure still available for Sept. ‘90 veterinary class and June/October ‘90 medical class.
International Education Admissions, Inc.
460 W 34th Street, NYC 10001 (212) 279-5500
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The Gamecock is the student news-
paper of the University of South Carolira
and is published three times a week on
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should be sent to The Gamecock, P.O.
Box 85131, the University of South Car-
olina, Columbia, S.C. 29208.

Subscription rates are $20 for one year,
$10 per fall or spring semester and $5 for
both summer sessions. Third class post-
age paid at Columbia, S.C.

The Gamecock is a registered student
organization of the University of South
Carolina and is parially funded by studer:!
activity fees,

MONQ?
PEOPLE WITH MONONUCLEOSIS

are urgently needed to aid in the manufacture of the
Mono test kits. If you have Mono, or have had Mono
within the past two weeks, you may qualify for

$100

for only 3 hours of your time.

Mail form and payment to: The Student Media Business Office, PO Box 85131,
The USC Copmbia_._sc 29208. Please make checks payable to The Garnet & Black.
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For Further Information Call or Come By:

The Test Is When? Classes Forming Now. SEROLOGICALS, INC
1990 BSTANLEY H.KAPLAN 2719 Middleburg Dr. Suite 105
Commencement Take Kaplan Or Take Your Chances Columbia. SC
Information: 1419 Pendleton Street 256-0673 :

254-6537

For ather |ocations call 800-KAP-TEST

MINIMUM $20 PAID
With EVERY donation. Plasma & Whole
Blood. Programs avail for all blood types. A
simple blood test is all that is needed to see
if you qualify. Special bonus program for
students.

If you signed up for additional tickets
during ticket distribution:
Lottery List Tickets
will be distributed:

Monday, April 30, 1990
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Student Government Office
Russell House
For more information,
contact the

FROM 5-8PM - BUFFALO WINGS 15¢ EACH I

THE

® Greek Style Chicken w/Greek
Salad, Potatoes & Rolls

Serologicals, [nc.

’ Student Affairs Office (@ 48 o &BGreek sBauTt
777-4172. 2718 Middleburg Dr. Suite 105 625 S. n e DUEEEE R AEE
Seroloyials ' call 771-4455 B s

* Chicken Basket
Offer good with this coupon only, April 30 - May 5 (Mon-Sat.)

254-65317

FROM 5-8PM « BUFFALO WINGS 15¢ EACH




