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Pep Talk

By Stephen Guilfoyle

Worries of family and home
do not hamper play of Rush

It'’s been a long time since
George Rush scored a touchdown.

When he was playing for Strat-
ford High School in Goose Creek
in the fall of 1985 was the last
time, to be exacL

But he changed that Saturday
when he took a Todd Ellis pass
and fought his way into the end
zone from five yards out.

But Rush was battling more than
Georgia Tech defenders to make
his first collegiate touchdown.

He wasn't able to prepare for
the game with most of his tecam-
mates Friday, a day he spent in a
car with three other teammates.
Rush, along with Ken Farrell,
Mike Dingle and Harold Green,
were heading to the Lowcountry.

Hurricane Hugo had deposited
part of a tree into the extra room
of his parent’s home.

Margaret Rush, his mother, was
alone in the house and was crying
when she saw him, Rush said
Monday.

George Rush, his father, was
working since before the storm hit.
He is a technician and mechanic
with Santee Cooper, a power
cooperative in the Lowcountry.

The younger Rush said his
father came back and they, with
the help of some neighbors,
pushed the tree off the side of the
house. He was on top of the house
and saw a sight. Bent, broken trees
that were the path of the main
brunt of Hugo in Stratford.

Rush went because he couldn’t
get through to his mother after the
storm. He found out later that she
too was trying to call him.

“The things we saw on the way
there . . . we really didn’t expect
it to be as bad as it was . . . and
as we got closer, it got worse,”
Rush said of his drive down. “We
heard it was bad, but . . .

“I saw houses . . . there was a
trailer that was destroyed totally;
the family was sitting out in the
yard, and I was thinking, ‘That
could be my house,"” he said.

Rush’s mother spent the storm
in the house, first waiting in one of
the hallways and then getting in
between the washer and the dryer.

It didn’t help his preparation for
the game.
“I wasn’t sure whether I would

“be able to perform; I thought I

might be too tuckered after . . .
we moved that one tree out,” Rush
said. “I really didn't think I'd be

prepared.

They left early Friday moming
for Goose Creck. They returned ar-
ound 10:30 p.m. the same night.

Rush was thinking about the
house most of the day, but said, “I
forgot about it once the pregame
preparations started; I was concen-
trating on the game plan. I kept
coming back to it during the game,
thinking it could have been
worse.”

He made five catches in one
game, which is almost a third of
the total number he made this past
season.

This past scason, he made 16
catches for 237 yards, his longest
being a 31-yard reception against
Virginia Tech. He also returned a
kickoff for 24 yards in 1988.

This season, Rush is playing H-
back. When USC has one running-
back behind Ellis, the offense calls
for either two tight ends and two
receivers, or two receivers, one
tight end and one H-back, who
goes in motion across the field be-
fore the snap to unbalance the de-
fense, or stays on the line and goes
about five or six yards after the
snap. He is a possession receiver.

Rush also works on the punt
coverage team and has popped the
punt returner with a couple of
strong hits in the Virginia Tech
and Duke games.

In the three previous games,
Rush had only caught four passes
for 31 yards. Then, one day after
seeing how Hugo unmercifully de-
stroyed or damaged his home and
others homes, he equals those stats
in one game and also scores his
first touchdown.

If the Gamecocks need a player
of the week, it’s George Rush.

He listened to his heart when it
told him his place was with his
family, then cleared his head of his
emotions as best he could and
turned in a great performance on
the field.
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THE GAMECOCK

By STEPHEN GUILFOYLE
Staff Writer

During Sparky Woods® weekly
press conference, someone re-
marked that first year Georgia
head coach Ray Goff must have
learned more than football from
his mentor, former Georgia coach
Vince Dooley.

From the way Goff talked, one
might think that Georgia won't
have a prayer when the Game-
cocks go down to Athens, Ga., this
weekend.

Dooley was always one to talk
down his chances, despite the fact
that -deorgia has always been a
traditional power on the national
football scene.

“. .. they got Eddie Miller out
there, who runs a 4.23/40; we ain’t
got nobody close to that. Our little
ole comers, if they run a 4.6 we’ll
be lucky,” Goff said. :

When told that Georgia’s of-
fense is ranked 97th among Divi-
sion I-A schools, Goff asked how
many Division I-A schools were in
that ranking.

When told there are 105 Divi-
sion I-A schools, he said, “Well,

Ray Goff

we ain’t doing too good then are
we? . .. I'm going to have to talk
to our offensive coaches about
that.”

Georgia, he added, has only
scored three touchdowns in two
games.

One might think Georgia lost
those two games, with the way he
talks. L

But he deemphasized the fact
that Georgia’s defense has not al-
lowed one touchdown in either of
those games and has won both.

“We said at the beginning of the
season that we would have to win
games with our defense and our
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Goff praises speed of Gamecocks

kicking game,” he said.

Georgia has done that so far.

The defense is only allowing
field goals, and Georgia’s place-
kicker has hit six of them.

One real problem Goff men-
tioned was injuries. Three Georgia
runningbacks, tailback Rodney
Hampton and fullbacks Alphonso
Ellis and Brian Cleveland, as well
as inside linebacker Curt Douglas,
have all suffered injuries and their
status for the game is questionable.

But other than those four play-
ers, Georgia is a healthy team,
Goff said. =

USC will be the biggest chal-
lenge for the Bulldogs this season,
he said.

The Gamecocks have a great
tailback and a great quarterback
and the entire team has great
speed, he said.

“T don’t know about the depth,
but our kids play hard,” Goff said.

Golff said he was sturined when
he saw the scouting report list that
Ellis has attempted about 1,200
passes already this season.

“We ain’t thrown 1,200 passes
in 25 years,” he said. “So you got
a great quarterback. And Harold

Green, our scout compared him to
a cross between Tim Worley and
Rodney Hampton. If he’s like both
of those two, it's going to be
tough.”

Baylor wasn’t as tough as the
Georgia coaches thought they
might be, and Mississippi State
had a great running attack that
Georgia's defense was able to shut
down and force, by getting ahead
early, into passing more.

He discounted the revenge fac-
tor for the game. “I don’t think re-
venge has a dang thing to do with
it when you get in there between
the lines.”

But the Gamecocks upset Geor-
gia this past season 23-10 in what
USC quarterback Todd Ellis said
was a case of the better team los-
ing to a better executed game plan.

Goff was named head coach of
Georgia this past season, when
Dooley announced his retirement.
He is 2-0 since taking over the
Bulldogs.

As a side note, Goff was a for-
mer USC assistant head coach who
coached USC runningbacks, in-
cluding Heisman Trophy winner
George Rogers.

JULIE BOUCHILLONIThe Gamacock

USC runningback Harold Green will be an integral part of the Gamecock offense in their match with Georgia this
weekend. Green has averaged 117.5 yards a game this season. -
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9-29 Rock...Swimmini Pool Q’s w/City of Lindas $5
9-30 Rock...Max Creek $5

10-1 Rob Crosby $5

10-2 Jazz...Black Market $3

10-3 New Alternative Rock...Royal Crescent Mob TBA

Now Serving Olympia Beer $1
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ISO and The Bobs
September 28 , 8 PM
Koger Center for the Arts
$14 public, $10 students

ATTENTION JUNIORS AND SENIORS -
Applications are now being accepted for Who's
Who Among Students in American Universities
and Colleges. The Criteria for selection by the
Committee is as follows:

MONO?
PEOPLE WITH MONONUCLEOSIS

are urgently needed to aid in the manufacture of the
Mono test kits. If you have Mono, or have had Mono
within the past two weeks, you may qualify for

$100

for only 3 hours of your time.

1) Must be graduating between January 1, 1990
and December 31, 1990.

2) Scholarship, involvement and leadership in
academic and co-curricular activities, and

3) Citizenship and service to Carolina, and the
potential for future achievement.

Unclassifiable: they stand alone... they wink at
painting, sculpture, video, animated cartoon, and at
science fiction films.

You won't believe your eyes, or your ears. ISO's
skills as quick change artists, and The Bobs' NuWave-a
cappella-jazz-folk-pop-rock-art music will astound you.
We guarantee an evening you'll be talking about for a
long time! Buy tickets while they last.

Pick up applications at the following locations:
1) Student Government Office

2) Office of V.P. of Student Affairs (RH 109)
3) Russell House Information Desk

For Further Information Call or Come By:

SEROLOGICALS, INC
2719 Middleburg Dr. Suite 105
Columbia, SC
254-6537

Tickets on sale at the Coliseum éox Office and SCAT outlets.
Call 777-SCAT to charge with Visa or MasterCard.

Application Deadline Is October 6, 1989 at
5:00 p.m. In the Office of V.P. of Student
Affairs. For furthet information, please call
777-4172.




