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Felton has USC basketball
headed in the right direction

By JEFF NICHOLS
Staff writer
A chartered Continental airliner at

Columbia’s Metropolitan Airport
had not yet gotten off the ground.

Its destination? Providence, R.1.

Nothing special about that.

But waiting to take off on that
plane last Thursday was a special
group of college basketball players
and an alumnus who was about to go
where no USC team had been in a
long while.

It was time for the NCAA Division
I Basketball Championship and the
opening round of the East Regional.

For head coach George Felton, it
was a return trip delayed 15 years.

1974 was the last year a USC
basketball team made the tourna-
ment. Felton was a reserve on that
Frank McGuire-coached squad that
lost to Furman in a first-round game
played at The Palestra in
Philadelphia.

Felton never left basketball after
graduating from USC the following
year. He just moved from one end of
the bench to the other.

After serving as an assistant coach
at Appalachian State, N.C. A&T,
East Carolina and Georgia Tech, he
would return to his alma mater in
1986.

While Felton was busy building his
reputation as an outstanding
recruiter at Georgia Tech, nabbing

George Felton

four straight ACC Rookies of the
Year for the Yellow Jackets, USC’s
basketball program was out of the
tournament spotlight — looking to
get off what would be a 15-year
waiting list.

The seeds for the long wait were
actually sown before George Felton
left USC. After the 1971 season, the
Gamecocks  dropped out of the
Atlantic Coast Conference. It didn’t
happen overnight, but eventually the
effects of that move began to take
hold of a program that had enjoyed a
lot of sucess.

Gone were the recruiting advan-
tages of belonging to such a
prestigious conference. Constant
media exposure was a thing of the
past, and in Columbia, attendance
declined.

Since that NCAA-bound '74 team,

the Gamecocks only won 20 or more
games once, under Bill Foster in

1982-83.

Tired of being treated like the red-
headed stepchild, and feeling hidden
in the shadow of the ACC, USC
opted to join the Metro Conference
in 1983.

Three mediocre seasons later, after
Foster was forced to resign, George
Felton would be asked to return
home.

Thursday, as final preparations for
takeoff were being made, could
Felton, who was known for his ag-
gressive, New-York style of play,
have been thinking back to 1974?

Or maybe he was listening to the
USC Pep Band praise scrappy reserve
guard Bill Vernau, whose own
coaching aspirations may remind
Felton of himself 15 vears ago.

With the plane still on the ground,
the band shouted in unison from the
rear — “‘Here he comes to save the
day, Bill Vernau is on his way. . .
Bill ‘The Big Man’ Vernau.”

Vernau and the Gamecocks were
indeed on their way. Beating a N.C.
State team that had been embarassed
only a week earlier in the ACC tour-
nament by eighth-seeded Maryland
would be a tall order, but that wasn’t
at hand yet.

What lay ahead was a 90-minute
plane ride to Providence — a 15-year
hiatus ended.

A win would be a giant step up-
ward for Felton and USC, but in so
many ways they were already soaring
before they even left the ground.

E——

USC senior co-captain Mark Taylor prepares to slide in Sunday's 5-4 vic-
tory over nationally ranked Florida State. The Gamecocks defeated Georgia
Southern 13-5 Monday to improve their season mark to 10-7.

Home runs
power USC
over Eagles

From staff reports -

Home runs by Brian Williams,
Skeets Thomas and Derrick Mack
powered the USC baseball team tg its
third straight victory Monday night
as the Gamecocks defeated Georgia
Southern 13-5 at Sarge Frye Field to
run their record to 10-7.

ching seven innings, scattering five
hits and allowing all five Eagle runs,
three of them earned. Threehouse
walked two and struck out eight.
Scott Ryder, 2-2, took the loss for
Georgia Southern, now 10-13,

After the Eagles took a 1-0 lead in
the top of the first inning, USC
scored four runs in its half of the
third, three on Williams" home run.

Georgia Southern’s Brett Hendley
hit a two-run homer in the top of the
fourth to pull the Eagles to within a
run, but the Gamecocks added three
more runs in the fifth on back-to-
back roundtrippers by Mack and
Thomas to take a 7-3 lead.

USC stretched its lead to 13-3 with
a six-run sixth, before Georgia
Southern added two seventh-inning
runs to close the final margin.

- Williams finished with four hits
for USC, while Mack had three. Six
Gamecocks had two hits apiece.

USC will play host to St. Bonaven-
ture tonight at 7:30 at Sarge Frye
Field.

TERRY HUNTER/The Gamecock
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Fort Lauderdale
$99 roundirip

$09 roundtrip

NORTHWE
AIRLINES
LOOK TO US

New York City
$99 roundirip

. (W :go
$99 roundirip

San Francisco
£99 rounditrip

Phoenix
$99 roundtrip

Baoston
$99 roundtrip

Los Angeles
$99 roundtrip

airfares on Northwest Airlines.

A special offer for students,

If you want to go places, it’s time for the American
Express® Card.
Because now you can take advantage of new travel
privileges on Northwest Airlines only for full-time
students who carry the American Express Card.
Travel privileges that offer:
Thwo $99 roundirip tickets—fly to any of
the more than 180 cities served by North-
west in the contiguous 48 United States.
Only one ticket may be used per six-

month period.

Special Quarterly Northwest Destination Discounts
throughout 1989-up 0 25% off the lowest available fare.
5,000 bonus miles in Northwest's WORLDPERKS®
free travel program—where only 20,000 miles gets
you a free roundtrip ticket to anywhere Northwest flies
in the contiguous 48 United States or Canada.

only for American Express Cardmembers.

And, of course, you'll enjoy all the exceptional

benefits and personal service you would expect from

American Express.

The only requirements for privileged travel: you
must be a Cardmember, you must be a full-time stu-

dent, and you must charge your Northwest Airlines

tickets with the Card.*

Getting the Card is easier than ever because now
you can apply by phone. Just call 1-800-942-AMEX.
We'll take your application and begin to process it

right away. What's more, with our Automatic

Approval offers,
you can qualify now
while you're still in
school.

Apply now. Fly later
—for less.

Apply Now: 1-800-942-AMEX

© 1989 Amierican Express Travel Related Services Company, Inc

*Some restrictions may apply. For complete offer details, call 1-800-942-AMEX. Current student Cardmembers automatically receive two $99 vouchers i the mail
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OPTICA INC. Through March 31, 1989
= ALL CONTACT LENSES 1
I daily or extended wear =
and

- ALL FRAMES i
i with prescription lens purchase ™ =
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$ EARN CASH

Serologicals, Inc. is in need of blood types O,
B, and AB. Earn up to $160.00 per month for
three hours per week of your time. Call for
more information.

Serologicals. (nc.

2719 Middleburg Dr. Suite 105
Columbia, S.C. 29204

254-65317

EASTER SPECIAL

$ 1 !-E)‘.%ononiy Car

18 Years Old & any day or $145 a week
200 FREE miles per day

Have. A M&JOI' .25 for each additional mile |
Credit Card, Budget LDV:jfaoption available at $9.99
Has The Car For You.™ ™

If You Are

car and
truck rental

Columbia Metropolitan
Airport

= Budget =

For reservations.and
information, call

252-7368
408 Blossom Street

CardTuck
Rental

Rare valid at participating Columbis locations until 3/28/89. Taxes, refueling -
services and optional items are extra. Car must be returned to renting loeation. Normal rental i
regjuirements apply. Nat valid in comjunction with any other discount or promoticn. Cars subject to availability.

USC’s Matt Threehouse improved '
his record to 3-0 with the win, pit-
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