
Bell Camp
University should put facility
up for auction, build new park
For years, Bell Camp has served as a place for recreation for

USC students, faculty and staff, but the idea of selling the area
has been circulating for the past few years. Now that the issue
has come up again, USC should take action and strongly considerselling Bell Camp and using the proceeds to build a better
recreation area closer to campus.

Michael Mungo, chairman of the Board of Trustees, estimates
that the 217-acre camp located about 14 miles east of campus is
worth about $5 million. The land is rapidly being surrounded by
housing developments, causing it to become a highly marketable
piece of property.
The area includes a small lake, a lodge and picnic tables. It

also includes nature trails and softball fields. Bell Camp has its
assets, but USC could provide something even better for its
students, faculty and staff.
One of Bell Camp's main problems is its distance from campus.Not all students can make the drive to use the facility, and

those who can would rather go elsewhere, because private sports
facilities have left Bell Camp somewhat obsolete. Other places
simply have more to offer.
By selling Bell Camp in a public auction, USC could make

millions of dollars and use that money to build a modern recreationalcomplex. It could include racquetball courts and a swimmingpool in addition to what Bell Camp now has. In short,
USC could have a place to provide faculty, students and staff
with an excellent facility to enjoy.

Ideally, the location would be as close to campus as possible.
Because of USC's place in the heart of Columbia, it may be difficultto find a place close to the university. Some have hinted
that Lake Murray would make for a good location, but that part
of the Columbia area is almost as far away from USC as Bell
Camp. Lake Murray would be a valuable asset and beautiful
backdrop for a park, but the distance from the campus is a
serious drawback.

If nothing else, USC should analyze the situation and weigh
all possible options. The sale of Bell Camp could provide a
chance for the university to do a lot for the students, faculty and
staff of USC.
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Ronnie move
St. Peter wasn't in a particularly good mood

when Ronnie Reagan came through the blinding
light and started to try on his wings.
"Hold it a minute, pal. You're a former president,aren't you?" Pete said, folding his arms

across his chest.
"Well . . .yes, 1 am."
"You've got to be passed first before you can get

your wings. You need to go to the presidential suite
on the other side of the next cloud. Someone will
take care of you there."

"Well . . .all right."
Ronnie wobbles his head a couple of times and

then toddles off. In an instant he's projected into a

huge room. All the former U.S. presidents are
there sitting in groups talking. Except, in the corner,Ronnie notices two former presidents huddled
in the corner sucking their thumbs.

"Well . . .who's that over there?" he asks one
of the Secret Service angels by the door.

"That's former presidents Nixon and Andrew
Johnson. They're being punished for their
presidencies. They have to sit in the corner for a

couple hundred years."
"Well . . .that seems a little harsh."
Just then Franklin Roosevelt rolls up to Ronnie.

He lights a cigarette and leans back in his
wheelchair.

"You're that Reagan guy, aren't you?" FDR
asks. "You used be an incredibly bad actor in my
day. Are you still?"

"Well . . .yes, I am. Thank you for remembering.Might I say you're looking pretty good, Mr.
President," Ronnie extends his hand, but FDR
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refuses to shake it.
"Cut the small talk, Gipper. Didn't you cut fundingfor every domestic program that helps the

poor, handicapped and^lderly and use that money
to buy weapons?" * ,

"Well . . .1 . . .uh .1." U
"I think I shan't talk to you again," FDR says as

he begins to roll off.
Ronnie gets a pained look on his face.
"Well . . .1 was only trying to help my

career . . .uh, I mean big business . . .uh, I mean
national security. Yeah, that's it, national
security."
FDR salutes him with the finger as he rolls off to

light another butt.
An angel comes up to Ronnie and explains he

must answer for his presidency to all the former
presidents before he can get his wings.
George Washington strolls over.
"You, sir, sit down. I shall be needing a moment
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of your time," George says adjusting his wig.
"Have you any regard for the Constitution, sir?"
"Well . . .yes. I mean I've heard of it. I read

about it once in erade school . in 1918."
"The law is the law, sir, and if we circumvent

that law, we are no better than the common barbariansof our forefathers' days. If we disregard
the law for which my compatriots died, we are no
Americans that would make us wags. Do you
understand, for what I speak?"

"Well . . .uh . . .no, frankly," Ronnie says
cocking his head.

Every president except the two in the corner
make their way to Reagan and grill him for centuries.Most have heated words, but former presidentJimmy Carter had to be restrained.

"Liar! That's what you are, Reagan, a liar!"
Sarcastically, as John Adams holds him back,
"Sure, I'll balance the budget. Sure, I'll help the
poor, homeless and less fortunate. Sure, I could
have handled the hostage situtation without just
sitting around . . .yeah that's rich. Remember the
TWA, Ronnie, same thing, man, same thing!"

Carter has to be sedated.
Finally, after the grilling is over, Ronnie, tears

streaking down his cheeks, jumps up and screams.
"Well . . .1 was a good president. I wasn't indicted.Haven't I one friend here? Just one?"
"I'll be your friend."
Ronnie slumps back in his chair, dejected.
"Weil . . .that's great. Herbert Hoover wants to

be my friend."
"Cheer up, Ronnie, George Bush will be here

soon," says an angel, helping him to the corner.
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