
Parking
Students should stop fighting
other students, band togethei

The parking problems have taken a new twist. Somehow,
commuting students have started snapping at resident students
for taking their parking spaces, and resident students have
started snapping back.
And the ones who should be snapped at, so they can be made

aware that there is a serious parking problem at USC, the administration,sits back unaccosted and unscathed
No new plans have been announced to alleviate the problems,

which means the university probably still refuses to acknowledge
the problems exist.
And, from reading student letters and talking to students,

something the people at parking apparently haven't done, The
Gamecock has learned there is indeed a problem and a big problem,with the parking situation.

'

Some people get privileges and no fines, while others just
ticketed, cited, fined left and right . they get screwed.

It s time for the double standards and favors to end. It's time
for the administration to take this problem seriously.
Here s a few things that have been brought to the attention of

The Gamecock, abuses that should be ended immediately.
1) People, especially new members of the USC "family,"

get ticketed for not parking "head in," as all the signs say.
l nere snouia oe a grace penoa at tne beginning 01 tne semester.

2) People, parents especially, still get ticketed during the
week before classes when parents and students are trying to
move in. And with two long holidays . Thanksgiving and Fall
Break . coming up, which means there will be a mass student
exodus, it will happen again unless someone tells the meter
maids to calm down and show a little compassion.

3) Handicapped students who took the time to buy a handicappedsticker so they can park in handicapped spaces reservedfor them are more often than not ticketed for parking in
those spaces because the police and meter maids are too interestedin writing tickets to bother to check if there is a sticker
on the back bumper. Nope, if it's there, it get's a ticket.

4) Certain special members of the university are granted
special license plates and can park even in handicapped parking
spaces and get away with, apparently with the consent to the
parking department.

5) Students who have faculty or administrative ties can also
get parking stickers for those lots, just by getting a "job" in
some office, a sinecure for daddy's little darling boy or girl.

6) Meter maids will start writing a ticket and a student will
come out and explain to them most of the time using the truth
. the dire circumstances that forced them to park in the wrone
space and are ready to move, but the meter maids will ignore the
students, go on writing the ticket and put it on the car anyway,

i knowing full well the driver is standing right in front of them.
7) Worst of all, in the midst of what might be USC's worst

crime wave in recent years, some USC police officers are still
driving around, writing out parking and speeding citations when
they should be walking the university campus, trying to get the
outsiders back where they belong.
USC probably takes in enough money in fines alone to have

already paid off most of the parking garages. Why should they
have to pay $60 a semester to park in those two garages? That's
$20 more than it was in 1983, just five years ago, not just an inflationaryincrease.
The Division of Parking and Vehicle Registration makes

beaucoup dinero, from fees and from fines. Yet students, facultyand staff just get more and more of a hassle when they try to
do what anyone wants to do, park nearby where they live or
where they work or study.
We students shouldn't be attacking each other. That only

allows the division to ignore the problems and sit back and laugh
smugly at our own pettiness that divides us and prevents us from
banding together to fight this.
So The Gamecock is going to start trying to get the students to

come together. If you've got or get a ticket, send us a copy of it.
Explain why you got it. If we can get a good idea of how many
tickets are really written, we can make a stronger case.

If you think you were written a ticket wrongly, don't pay it,
go to the parking department and fight it. They have been
known to listen to students on occassion.
Keep those letters coming, so we can get a full view of the

scope of this problem, and we'll keep turning up the heat until
the administration gets off its duff and does something for the
students.
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Letters Policy: The Gamecock will try to print letters received. Letters should be, at a maximum, 250 to 300
words long. Guest editorials should not exceed 500 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for style or possible
libel. The Gamecock will not withhold names under any circumstance.
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Homosexuals
Every day on campus I hear jokes about gay and

lesbian people, hear people muttering "faggot" or
"dyke" about someone who looks different from
them, or who they just don't like, and hear "Sir .
oops, I mean ma'am ..." when I walk up to the
lunch counter. Well, yesterday was National ComingOut Day, and its purpose was to correct all that
and make being gay just another special, personal
part of someone's life.
The theme of National Coming Out Day was

"Take the Next Step," and it encouraged
Americans to bring themselves closer to a true
understanding of and comfort with homosexuality.
For gay people, it meant a step "out of the closet"
by acknowledging themselves as gay, telling a close
friend or even writing an editorial in their school
paper. For friends of gay people, it meant making
an effort to understand that aspect of their friends'
lives, sharing in their lives, or advocating gay
rights. For evervnnp it meant trvincr to rr»m*» r1r»cor
to that day when a true equality of rights exists,
and all people can be proud of who they are. I hope
it worked for all of you.

I am very proud of who I am and of my sexuality.I don't consider my sexuality to be the definitionof myself, just as I don't consider my skin color,sex, political beliefs or hobbies to be my definition.Rather, it's a special part of myself that I
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share with people to make them understand that
not all lesbians are man-hating, 18-wheeler-driving
dykes named Butch, just as all gay men aren't lisping,slender, blond hairdressers. We all have our

personal stereotypes, but when we apply them
wholesale with no consideration for reality, we
harm only ourselves by shutting out someone
valuable from our lives.

I grew up in Columbia, and until I moved to
Virginia three years ago to attend Virginia Tech,
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proclaimed myself one. Back then I was just as igeditor
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Many individuals argue that homosexuality does

not need to be openly discussed because heterosexualityisn't advertised. So why should homosexualitybe displayed? In reality, every heterosexual
in the country is free to "flaunt" their relationship
in public and have no comments made about them.
But if two women held hands in public, it would be
scandalous, and everyone nearby would stare. Our
country is geared to heterosexuality and a suppressionof opposing realities.
By living in a community where there were openlygay people, I learned that there is no one type of

homosexual, just as there's no one type of
heterosexual, and that "queer" can be a label of
pride if you wear it that way. I hope yesterday
showed the whole Carolina community that we
can, and we will be proud of ourselves. And we will
be outspoken about gay rights until everyone can
be proud of us.

If you want more information about the Gay
and Lesbian Students Association, please call
Dorothy Disterheft at 777-2094 or Amitae Avitae.
If you want to call me, as others have done already,
please get my number from Columbia information

the number in the USC directory is wrong.
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