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A Ridiculous Decision
There are times when an official university decision

seems so ridiculous, and the proper course of action so
obvious, that one can only marvel at how responsible
and intelligent people could act in such a way.
Such is the case with USC's decision to continue

sending season football tickets to South Carolina
General Assembly members despite the state attorneygeneral's opinion that the practice might be illegal.
That USC should discontinue the practice, as Clemson
has done, seemed the only sensible reaction to the
ruling. Evidently, USC President William H. Patterson
and board Chairman T. Eston Marchant disagree.Giving free football tickets to legislators has alwayshad an unseemly appearance to it, but not until recentlypassed ethics legislation went into effect did anyoneconsider the possibility that it was illegal as well. When
a potential recipient asked if accepting the tickets would
violate the new law, USC joined Clemson in asking the
attorney general for a ruling. Upon receiving the ruling,Clemson officials reacted in the only wise and honorable
way--they stopped sending legislators free tickets and
informed them that if they wanted tickets, they could
purchase them like anyone else. USC officials, on the
other hand, chose to ignore the decision they had asked
for and sent out the tickets Thursday along with a letter
explaining the opinion and offering legislators the optionof paying for them, keeping them or returning them.

The Opinion
The opinion, written by staff attorney Edward E.Poliakoff, said in part: "The circumstancessurrounding the proposed gift of season tickets tolegislators could reasonably sustain an inference thatthe purpose of the gift is to influence the recipients in thedischarge of their official duties as they involvelegislative matters affecting the tidket doners." Such isprohibited in Section 13 of the ethics law, and the punish-ment provided for in Section 16-211 of the 1962 SouthCarolina Code of Laws is imprisonment for five years or

a fine no exceeding $3,000 and one year imprisonment.It must be noted, however, that the factual deter-mination whether the ticket donations are illegal mustbe made by the State Ethics Commission which is notyet operational.
Of course, it seems almost impossible that any fine orjail sentence will result from the gifts of free tickets this

year. The ethics commission, even should it agree withthe attorney general's opinion and rule the practiceillegal, would probably not penalize USC, since the lawat the present time is so unclear. But there are still
some costs involved.
The most obvious cost is that of the tickets them-selves. Each recipient is sent two season tickets forseven Carolina home football games, and the recipientsare the 170 General Assembly members, the lieutenantgovernor, the clerk of the Senate and the clerk of theHouse of Representatives. Season tickets cost $49 each,

so the total runs to $16,954. Isn't it interesting to see hovvyour student fees (which went up this year) are spent?Another, though less tangible, cost is the loss ofrespect for USC by anyone who follows what's beengoing on. The shenanigans that took place last year inthe football coach and athletic director selections, thecurrent law school admissions controversy and thisticket decision certainly won't heighten the prestige ofthis school in the eyes of the taxpayers. The questionremains: even if this practice is legal, should USCcontinue to follow it?
Carolina athletic teams have long proven they cancompete with other schools, including Clemson, insporting events. It's a shame that in the realm of ethicaland moral decision making, USC doesn't fare nearly aswell.

Lineback
By RAY COOPER
Gamecock Staff Writer

The Gamecocks a re going to play
a five-man front on defense this
year, which Coach Carlen calls the
"fifty defense." With five men on
the front line this leaves only two
linebackers to f ill positions,
however, these are two key
positions to fill.
The linebacker positions are now

being filled by Gary Mott (6-0, 213),
from Statesville, N .C. and Ricky
Payne (6-0, 221), sophomore from
Conyers, Ga. These two men will
play a key role in stopping the
rushing attack of Gamecock op-
ponents this year.
The fifty defense is designed to

somewhat protect the linebackers
from wuld be blockers. The
middle guard on defense takes
some of the pressure off the
linebackers in defending against
the run. The nose guard is Bubba
Shugart (6-0, 222) junior from
Walhalla, played offensive tackle
last season, but he made the
transition to defense in !pring
practice.
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ers ready.
The defensive team is now

preparing for the Wishbone Attack
they will face Saturday against
Georgia Tech. Right linebacker
Payne feels Georgia Tech will
come out running against the
Gamecocks. Payne also feels that
the fifty defense will help him play
better at his linebacking position.
Payne said that Shugart is a real
fine nose guard and that he should
help the defense against the dive
up the middle.
Payne also noted a different

spirit on the Gamecock team this
year. "The defense respects the
offense and the offense respects
the defense," he said. This type of
respect was not present on the
team last year according to Payne.
This year we are "more of a

team," he said.
Left linebacker Mott said he is

looking forward to the season this
year and he thinks the Gamecocks
will be ready for their opener
against Georgia Tech Saturday.
The primary res ponsibilities of

the linebackers against GeorgiaTech will be to stop the inside plays

Socc
ratdto
By BIUY CO
Gamecock Sp(
With the U

Columbia Socc
first half, acl
cupped his han
his men some
standing and p
he screamed.
The Gamecc

the final stanz
Actually, Sa

marked the de
but due to s
Southern had
opponents arri
amateur orgar
Yank Albers

for CSC but
"We're gonna I
For a little ovf

taking any bet
CSC scored 4

Bristol, grabbi
meanwhile, pi
wizardry of K<
impotent.
"The onlype

the air," noi
breather. "We
on the ground
The free-wI

through late in
I' to 2-1, but play

"Today's b~
Bristol at halft
time, though.
rotate and swi
USC's slumr

though, beginr
middle for the

S one in from th
Hlankinson kic

( * were also play
attack by inter

Following a
over his goal
threats. At tl
Rosier up fo
knocked anoth
seconds left, I
Bucknam,w

for the baseba
Photo by Steve Valk in the second

ball on the gro
cuittingonff ow

sports.
for Tech
and the inside dives,according to
Mott.
Both linebackers said they were

not looking forward to any special
game this year and that they were
anxious for the season to get uder
way. Mott and Payne will be
backed up this year by Grahl
Philips 5-11, 209) senior from
Seneca.
Coach Carlen says that some

freshmen may also be able to add
some depth to the linebacking core
this year in case of an injury to one
of his first three linebackers. W.T.
Williams (6-2, 205) from Lin-
colnton, Ga. and Steve Bernish (6-
5, 225) from White Bear Lake,
Minn. should be two freshmen able
to fill any vacated positions at
linebacker.
The Gamecock defense is in the

right frame of mind to tackle the
opposition this year . Coach Carlen
says his defensive team will not be
strong this year, but don't be
surprised if they are strong enough
to stop their opponents short of the
goal line.
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