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“It is a ewspaper's duty to print |
- the news,and raise hell."

~Wilbur F. Storey,
Chicago Tribune

Grier’s Duality
On the fourth floor of Russell House stands the dootr of Mike Grier,
ombudsman. The curious thing about that door which opens onto
Grier’s suite of offices are the embossed words University Om-
budsman and Counsel.”

Ombusdsman comes from the old Norse word ‘“‘umbodhhsmadhr”’
meaning a governmental official designated to investigate the com-
plaints of citizens against the government or its functionaries, ac-
cording to the American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language. Another dictionary gives the definition “representative of
the people.” : : : -
These descriptions certainly fall under Grier’s conception of the ! ; ' \
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first part of his title. It is the second part with which we are concerned | _ 7 _ Wi /7//77// ////7 /
and thus its relation to the first. f ’_ ;
As USC's legal counsel Grier is under the burden of a lawyer-client

relationship. His first and foremost obligation in all situations, in-
cluding those dealing with students, is to represent the interests of the
university administration -- his boss.

It is not difficult to imagine a student with a legitimate complaint
against the administration walking up four flights of steps to the
ombudsman’s office and having reached that door, balking at the
thought of clearing his chest to someone who might well be his ad-
versary in any litigation that could conceivably ensue.,

A case in point might be that of the Chartering Commission hearings
last spring when a gay liberation group requested a student charter.
Grier participated in the decision process that eventually led to the
denial of the gay libbers’ request. The original constitution of the
group more or less put them in a “‘promotion’’ role for their beliefs,
According to the South Carolina Code, however, this was thought
illegal.

However the gay group modified its proposal such that it would run
an organization intended only to educate other students in the gay lib
philosophy. Grier again advised the commission not to charter the
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gr'?‘]l:gquestion arises,: Who is Grier working for in such a situation, 0 lg ts O per&tors no_ane” Wil koow spest " perdencY 20
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will  know about it because
x e b : " operators won’t answer the phone! ’ our
the individual student with a complaint . or problem, or for the in- TfIJfTi;E”l]En:’T'Of}:” S — T%OTHE EDiT°R=ﬁ' A iiid @ C. J. Foxworth
. . = N 0 : ind it hard to believe at a school as arge Y, are we mad! riend of ours was R
stitution and the co_ntmuam_?e of the lnstltutlonal norms? as ours has no lighted tennis courts. Those passing through town, andcouldn‘[gelahnld of

Another example is the drive of student senator Robert Clarkson to courts we have are not only unlighted, but are  us  because - our lazy campus operators
. 2 = otherwise not particularly well-equipped (for wouldn’t get busy and answer the phone, and
find Where stud_ent mandalgor'y fees are Spent' Gr:er adwsed the example, no practice boards). give him the number! He finally had to call :
Student Allocations Commission Thursday not to reply to any of With such a great increase of interest in  my house long-distance to get my number ! O l OrS

' 4 H tennis as we have at USC, greater emphasis Why doesn‘t the administration . do
Clarkson S Charges Smf‘:e the developments of the last .week. po.mt to needs to be placed upon the maintenance of our something about this? | know I'm not the
some sort of confrontation between Clarkson and the university in the facilities. only one who is tired of frying to get TO THE EDITOR:
courts. Does this sound like an ombudsman or a university lawyer? m:\l':;::g; 'z‘;eti,:m;em;g:fgﬂ f;r'";’-‘u'::"; i‘;':eg:e;fn;;fg?,:;'nggi;h?o:::;m'f:afgﬂ;gg I suggest that your staff acquire a dictionary
o i ; ; P

Wouldn’t an ombudsman be more likely to be working with Clarkson  yariaricachivity as footean meou ouch, 8 busy fo answer | In addition fo someone who can edi!
to cut through some of the university red tape to answer the question use? The administraillon ought o either fire these
of student fee spending, rather than working with an institutional body Robert G. Snife gf:::':;g,:,':,3,“,;*,,,‘:’;“,3,;1”* S o ipc Anthony Sas
against him? What we are left with in light of these examples is a == o
prima facie case, as Mr. Grier would put it, of duality of office ; ell o !
holding. We suggest he drop one of them, or that the students call for Pa n fs qu| I '0 n
another avenue of bringing their complaints to the administrational
ear. .

mgg.continue the present s'ystem is to get the run around from both ‘ P R ES E NTS
Who Is Who’s Who? —

Vice President Charles Witten of the student affairs division notified
us Thursday of the results of the efforts of the WHO'’s WHO selection
committee. This is not to be confused with “THE WHO's WHO,"” a
nation wide biographical reference to governmental scientific, media
and business VIPs,

The WHOs with which the USC committee was concerned were those
students from here WHO by their sterling character and WHO by their
contribution to the Carolina Community are listed in the WHO's WHO
in American Colleges and Universities,

Sitting on the committee were five administrators. and nine
students from different organizations about campus. Of the 38 USC
students chosen to be listed, nine of them were predictable those
students WHO sat on the committee,

There are two observations to be drawn about this WHO'S WHO
syndrome. First, why a WHO'S WHO for college students whose
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i}ublis,her to buythe volume in which their ego is supported at a cut h h" :

prblishee iy bty the ok The Hottest New Shirt L ine To Come
Secondly the method by which one becomes a WHO is questionable o

since from past experience the first order of business of the committee ' To Co I Umb’a

is to nominate themselves leaving the remaining selections to be had '

by those WHO are in good stead with the selectors.

What this whole. process of self-flattery leads to is an atmosphere of Fan C Sh i l"l'S Ba b i
elitism which is ultimately perpetrated on the outside community y ! SeDa ” Sh ||"|'S Qnd We S'l'ern Sfy '95-
when the WHO'S grow up. Logic would dictate if a committee wanted ' i
a representative view of WHO the student body considers a leader in A” Avallab’e Af

the “ampus community, it might consult that student body.

Elizabeth Clotworthy, dean of residence life WHO likewise sat on
the committee gave the most searching comment during one of the
committee meetings in favor of perpetuating the institution of WHO'S
WHO --*But you know, it does look good on the resume.”

-P.ET. 1221 Main St. (next to Carolina.Thealre)
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