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Staff Writer

Q) Some friends and I were discussing the price of marijuana the other
day. Some said that if marijuana was legalized, it would be a lot cheaper
than it is now. Others said that the government would tax it to death. So I
would like to know how the price of bootleg whiskey during prohibition
compared with the price of legal whiskey afterwards. Can you tell me?

Name Withheld
A) It is hard to determine an exact price range between the sale of
alcohol ' ,fore Prohibition and during. In "The Economics of Public
Issues" b. Douglas C. North and Rober Leroy Miller, the authors state:
"...fewer enterpreneurs were now willing to provide the U.S. public with
liquor. Why? Mainly because the cost of doing business suddenly in-
creased..He could look forward to paying off organized crime in addition
to the local cops...Prohibition probably decreased the amount of alcoholic
beverages that enterpreneurs were willing to provide at the same prices
as before. If a bottle of one's favorite scotch was available for $3 in 1919,either it would cost more in 1920 or it would have been filled with a lower
quality product." Thus the lower priced bottles, aimed for sale in poor
areas, were those that frequently caused illness, blindness and death. The
authors relate this case of that of illegal drugs. The cost is high due to the
security involved with such a product. Also, one is not guaranteed of a
high quality product since no legal tradmark is affixed to it. This, un-
doubtable has led to the many "accidental" deaths due to drugs, as it did

during Prohibition due to impure alcohol. If marijuana was legalized, no
doubt the quality of it would be raised. North and Miller state:"It is J
difficult to predict whether the price would raise or fall immediatley after
legalization. Since consumers presumably would demand more, sup- .

"pliers would produce more...In the long run.. .it could safely be predictedthat prices would, as usual, fall to a level just covering the costs of
production, distribution, and normal profit-which would certainly belower than the price today."

Gene Gaillard elected
Ipresident pro tempore |

Gene Gaillard, a senator from "Now the administration has to h

District 16 (off-campus juniors), listen to separate oponions from thas been elected president pro the Student Senate and the Faculty dtempore of the USC Student
Senate. Senate, and often these opinions
Gaillard will serve as a liaison are not in accord. This definitelybetween the executive office of withdraws from the harmony of an

student government and the idea.
Senate. He will also act as
president in the absence of Senate "But with a University Senate,president, Tim McConnell. the administration will be facing

In addition, he will serve as decisions made by a joint body ofchairman of the Senate Rules students and faculty," he con-
Committee which is composed of tinued. "A University Senate will
the chairman of all Senate com- provide more harmony amongmittees. two-thirds of the University
Commenting on his respon- heirarchy."
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theestblihmet o a nivrsiy Fllisingsmadeb ajitalody ofvtSenatstcrienscomid onaculty," aecn
~~~~~~tne."A University Senatehawiltrpredsnelatr

potntilobavialeoie pirSvie walle adrony aven aUnierstyaffir tht he d beetolenrd fomh offiesitan ,r

minitraionwoud haetlitendoritoardies Terinb icyls thired
to,"hesid.toenm rom astor.ne a Preso d

7ound-up
RomanC

MIEKE THIENPONT
Staff Writer

INTERNATIONAL
BELFAST, Northern Ireland -

toman Catholics in Belfast have
een gathering signatures on
etitions for a provincial truce.
'he Irish Republican Army (IRA)
as vowed it would reject such a
ruce. Premier Brian Faulkner has
emanded British military action
gainst the IRA strongholds.

PARIS - The four delegations
ivolved in the Paris peace talks
;nored an offer by U.N. Secretary
;eneral Kurt Waldheim to help
ettle the Vietnam War. Each side
uggested that Secretary General
r the Uhited Natio,s condemn the
ther side for escalating the
ighting. France is pressing for a

esumption of the peace talks that
tere broken off by the U.S. three
reeks ago.

ANKARA - Soviet President
Jikolai V. Podgorny arrived in the
'urkish capital for a six-day visit.
t is the first visit by a Russian
hief of state in 300 years.
Soviet Premier Alexei N.
Eosygin signed a 15-year friend-
hip and defense treaty with Iraq,
vhich marked the first major
liplomatic advance into the Arab
vorld beyond Egypt.

TEHRAN, Iran - A powerful
arthquake shook Iran leaving an
stimated 4,000 people dead.

surveyed
ormitories.

Vandals shot a pellet through a,'indow in the Physical Science-
enter and threw a brick through
ie rear window of a Volkswagon
an.

Three students were arrested by
LED for selling marijuana. Each
rrest was preceded by a long
mnge investigation, according to
[r. George Key, USC security
rector.
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NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - The Senate
refused to vote directly on a move
to declare war on North Vietnam
or to make a proposed limitation
on presidential war powers.

NEW YORK - "The Last Whole
Earth Catalog:' Access to Tools."
received the National Book Award
in the category Contemporary
Affair. One judge resigned over its
nomination.

LOCAL

COLUMBIA - Law enforcement
officers seem to be in
disagreement about the arrest of
people possessing or selling
marijuana.

missioner of drugs and controlled
substances said earlier this week
law enforcement officers in South

inth uatgrmaCntemnirar
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Cheerleader tryouts

Trying out for the USC
:heerleader's squad calls
or many different
)ositions. There are also
nany positions on the squad
o be filled.

ant truce
Carolina had become "more
sophisticated" and that they were
not arresting people for the use of
marijuana.

Richland County Sheriff Frank
Powell, however, warned against a
relaxation and said arrests will
continue as long as the law is on the
books.
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1, Box 27887, Furman Univ.,

Get somebody high and
*show 'em 'round the town.

Your folks. Your date.
Anybody.

Take them to the
-~ - "Top of Carolina".

Dine. In high style..
Enjoy a turn or two

- around the city.
Without

leaving your table.

-Lucheon Buffet,
11:~45-2:00 Tue.-Fri.

Supper,
*- 5:45-9:00 FrI. and Sat.

sundlay Luncheon Buffet,
11:45-2:00.

~Call for reservatIons i77.8198


