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MY SWEETHEART.
“*Twas bgo quaint line scrawled in a spelling

kK,
And handed to me with a bashful look,
By my blue eyed sweetheart so fondly true,
In the dear old school days long years ago—
“If vou love me as I love you
No knife can cut our love in two "

That “Sanders’ Speller,” so fattered and
torn

Has always a2 halo of romance worn,
And never a poet with honeyed pen
Has written so precious a thyme since then—
*If you love meas f love you.”
Ab, dear, you know I did—1 do.
I’'ve kept it safely for many a year—
This dog’s-eared, shabby old spelling-book,

dear,
And now, as I hold it within my hand,
Again in the school room I seem to stand—
ading once more with rapiure new—
*If you love me as I love you.”
How some foolish saying from out the-past
Like a rose branch is over the pathway cast
And the time of Sowers we still remember,
Till winds blow cold in the bleak December.
God grant it always may Dbe frue—
“That yon love me as 1 love you.”

EVILS OF THE DANCE.

Dr, Tslmage on the Dargers of Soclal
Disslpation,

BROOKLYN, Sept. 30.—Rev. Dr. Tal-
mage, who is still absenton his round
the world tour, has selected as the sub-
ject of today’s sermon {hrough the press
“The Quick Feet,”’ the {ext chosen be-
ing Matthew xwv, 6, ‘“When H>rod’s
birthday =as kept, the daughter of Hero-
diss danced bafore them and pleased
Hered.” ]

It is the anniversary of Herod’s birtk-
day. The palace is lighted. The high-
ways 'eading thersto are all ablez2 with
sue pomp of invited zuests. Lords, cap-
tains, merchant princes, the mighty men
of the land, are coming {o mingle in the
festivities. The table is spread with all
the luxuries that royal purveyors can
gather. The guests, white robed and
anolnted and perfamed, come 1o anc
git at the table, Music! The jests
evoke roars of laughter, Riddles are
propounded. Repartee is indalged.
Toasts are drunk. The brain is befogzed.
The wit rolls on into uproar and blas-
phemy. They are not satizfied jyet.
Toro on mere licht, Pcur out more
wine., Music! Sound all the {rumpets.
Clear the floor tor & dance. Bring in
Salome, the beantiful and accomplished
princess, ‘Tha door opeos, and in
bounds ihe dancer, The lords are eo-
chanted, Stand back and make rcom
for the brilllani gyrations! These 1.
pever saw such “‘poeiry of motion.”
The sonl whirls in the reel and bounds
with the bounding feet.

Herod forgets crown and throne and
everything but the fascinations of Sa-
lome. All the magnificence of his realm
is as nothing now compared with the
gplendor that whirls om tiptoe before
him, Hisbodysways from side to side,
corresponding with the motions of the
enchantress, His scul is thrilled with
the pulsations of the feet and bewitched
with the taking pestures and attitudes
more and more amezng. After awhile
he'sits in enchanted silence looking at
the flashing, leaping, bouading beauty,
and as the dance closes, and the tickung
cymbals ceass fo clap, and the thunders
ot applauss that skook the palace begin
to abate, the enchanted monarch awears
to the princely performer, ‘‘Whatsoever
thou shalt ack of me I will give if thee,
to ths half of my kingdom.” N)>w,
there wasin the prison at that timea
minister of the gospel of the name of
John the Baptist, and he bad besen
msking a great deal of trouble by
preaching some very plain and honest
sermons. He had decounced the sins
of the king and brought down upon him
the wrath of the femsles of the royal
household. Atthe instigation of her
mother, Salome iakes advantage of the
exiravagant promiss of the king and
says, **Bring me tke head of John the
Baptist on a dinner plate.”

Hark to the sound of feet outside the
deorand theclatter ofswords! The ex-
ecationers are returnisg from their awfol
errand, Open the door, They enter,
and they present the platter to Salome.
What ison this platter? A new glass
of wine tocontinue the uproerious mer-
rimeni? No. Something redder =and
costlier—the ghastly, bleedicg head cf
John the Baptst, thedeath glare still in
the eye, the locks dabbled with the gore
the features still disiressed with the last
agony. This woman, who had whirled
80 gracefully in the dance, bends over
the awful burden without a shudder.
She gloats over the blood, and with as
much indifferesce as & waiting maid
might take a tray of empty glassware
out of the room after an entertainment
Salome carries the dissevered head of
John the Baptist, while all the banquet-
ers shout with laughter and think it a
200d joke that in so easy and quick a

way they kave got rid of an earnest and
oatspoken minister of the gospel.

You will all admil, whatever you
think of that 3tyle of amusemeny snd ex-
ercise, that from many circles it bhas
crowded outi all mtelligent conversation,
You will also admit thal it was made the
condition of those who do mot dancs,
either because they do not know how,
or because they have notthe health to
endure it, or because, lhrough conscien-
tions scruples, they must decline tae
exercise, very uncomfortable, You

- will also admit, all of you, that it has

passed in many cases frcm an amuse-
ment to a dissipation, and you are eastly
able to understand the bewilderment of
the ecucated Chinaman who, standing in
the brilliant circle whers there was
dancing gowng on four or five henrs and
the guests seemed exhausted, turned to
the proprietor of the house and said,
“Why don’t you allow your servants to
do this for you?”’

You arealso willing to admit, what-
ever your idea inregard to the amuse-
ment 1 am speaking of, and whatever be

our idea of the old fashioned equare
ce snd of many of the processional
romps in which I see no evil, the rouud
dance is adminisirative of eviland sught
to be drivenout of all respectable circles,
Iam by natural temperament and re-
licious theory opposed to the position
taken by all thesa who are horrifed at
playfulness on the partof the youog,
and who think that all questions are de-
cided—questions of decency and morsls
—by the position of the feet, while, on
the other hand, I can ses nothing but
ruin, temporal and eternal, for those
who go into the dissipations of social
life, dissipations which have already des-
poiled thousands of young men anm
young women of all thatis noblein
character and nsefal in life,

Dancing 1s the graceful motion of the
body adjusted by art to the sound snd
measures of musicul nsirumeats or of
the humam voice. All Bations bave
danced, The ancients thought thet
Castor and Pellux taught theartto the
Lacedsemonians, But, whoever started
it, all climes have adopted it.

In ancient times they had the festal
dance, the bacchanalian dasce, and
queens and lerds swayed to andfro in
the gardens, and the rcugh backwoods-
man with this exercise awakened the
echo of the forest. There is something
in the sound of lively music fo evoke
the movement of the hand snd foot,
whether cultured or uncultured. Pass-
ing down the street we uaconsciously
keep step to the sound of the brass band
whils the Christian 1n church with his
foot beats time while his soul rises upon
some great harmony. While ths isso
in civilized lands the red mec of the
forest have their scalp dances, their
greencorn dances, therr wardances, In
ancient times the exercise was so ulter-
ly and completely depraved that the
church anathematizsd it. The old
Christian fathers expressed themselves
most vehemently againstit. St, Chry-
sostom says, “The feet were not given

for darere. bat fo walk mcdestly; not
{0 leap tmoudent'y, like caneis.””  One
of the degrpes of 1he ancient church
recde: A dencsis ibe devil’s pusses-
sicn, spd he that entereth into a
cercs =n*sreth jote his porgession, As
mary pce aza map Mikes in danc-
D2, > meps; pacts does be maketo
heil.” Esswieze ite old dogmas de-
clered ihiss “The woman that singeth
in ihe duuce is the princess of the devil,
epd (ne:e ihai snewer ate hier clerks,
cuplire tehollers are his fricnds, and
(Le musicis b's be luws, sud the Addiers
cre ile mnisiers of tbe devil, For as,
whe beogs sre sirayjed, if toe hogsherd
ezl oz &l axamble tezether, so when
ke Covl calleth ene womanto sing in
the dinge, or to yliy on some musical
instrurments, presenily ail the dancers
cather tegsther.?? Thia ipdiscriminate
and upiveres! derunciation of the exer-
cise came from the fact that it was utter-
1y and compleiely depraved.

Bu! weara not to diecuss the customs
of the c¢lden {imes, bui customs DOW.
Ve are not 1o taka the cvidencs of the
gecient fathers, but cur own conscience,
enlichiencd by the word of God, is to be
the staudard, 03, bring no harsh criti-
cism upon the young. I would not
drive out frcm their sounl the hilarties of
life, I donot believe that the inbabi-
tanis of ancient Wales, when they
stepped to the souad of the rustic harp,
wern: down to ruin. I believe God in-
tended ike young people to laugh and
romp aod play. Ido not believa God
wonld have put exuberance 1 the soul
and exuberance in the body if be had
not intended thay should in some wise
exercice it and demonstrete it., If &
mother join hands with her children and
cross ths flyor to tke sound of music, I
ges oo harm, 1fa group of friends cross
and recroas thel room to the sound of
piano well played, I see no harm. Ifa
company, a!l of whomare known te host
and hestess as reputable, cross and re-
cross the reom to the sound of musical
instroment, I see no harm, I tried for
a long while to ses barm in if. I could
not see any barm init. I never shall
see any Larm in that. Qar men nesd
to be kept yourg—young for may yearz
longer then they are kept yonog. Never
since my boyhcod days have 1 had more
sympathy with the innccent hilaritiss of
life than I have now. What though we
have t2lt heavy burdene! What though
we have hed to endurs hard knocks! Is
that any reason why we should stsnd in
the way of those who, unstung ot life’s
misfortunes, are full of exhilaration aad
glec? God bless the young! They wul
have to wait many &loog year before
they hear me say anything that would
depress their ardor or clip their wings or
make them believe that life is hard and
cold and repulsive, It is pot. I teil
them, judgeing from my own experience,
that they wil be treated a great deal
better thenthe deserve. We haveno
right to grudce the innocent hilarities (0
the young.

What are the dissipations of social 1ife
today, end what are the dissipations of
the bellroom! In s)me cities and ia
some places recchicg all the year arourd,
in other plices only in the summer time
and at tbe watcring places. Taere are
dissipations of zocial Life that are cutting
a very wide swath with the sickls of
death, and kundreds and thousands are
going dows under these influences, and
my subjecs in application s as vide as
Christendom. Toe whirlpool of social
dissipation is drawing down some of the
brightest craft that sver saiied the sea—
thousands and tens of thoumsands of the
bodies and souls anuually consumed 1o
the cornflagration of ribbons.

Social dissipation is the abeites of
pride, 1t is the instigator of jealcusy, it
i3 the sacrificial altar of health, it i3 the
defiler of the soul, it isthe aveoue of
lust, and it is the carse of every town on
both sidas of the sea. Social dissipa-
tion, It may be hard to draw the line
and say that this is right on the one s.de
and that 15 wropg on the other side. It
1s not necessary that we do tha, for
God has puta thrope in every man’s
soal, and I appeal to that throne today.
When & man does wronz, he kno#s ke
does wreng, and whenbe does right be
knows he does right, and to that throne
which Almichty God lifted inthe heart
of every men and woman I appesal,

As to the physiesl rnin  wrought by
the dispcsitions of sccial life thera can
be nodcubt, What may we expect of
people who work all day and dancs alt
nighi? Atfter awhile they will be thrown
on society nervous,exbausted imbeciles.
These people who indalge in the suppers
and the midnight revels and then go
home In the cold, unwrapped of limbs,
will after awhile be found to have been
written down in God’s eternal records
as suicicles, as much svicides as if ibey
had tsken their life with a pistol ora
knife or sirychnine,

How many people have stepped from
the bal'room into the graveyard! Con-
sumptions acd swift neuralgias are close
on their track. Amid many of tke
ghttering scenes of social life diseases
stand right and left and balance and
chain, The breath of the sepulcher floats
up throagh the perface, and the froth ot
death’s lips bubbles up inthe cham.
pagne. Iam told that in some o: the
cities there ara parents who have actual-
ly givea 2p housekeeping and gons to
boardirg tbat they may give their time
limitably to social dissipatious, I bava
known stich cases. I have known fami-
ly =afier family blasted that way
in one cf the otuer cilies where
I preached, father and mother
turning their back wupon all quict
culiure and all the amenities of home,
leading forih their entire family in the
wrong direction, Arnihilated worse than
annihilated—for there are somethings
worse than acpihilation, I gave vou Lhe
mstory of more thaa one family when I
say they wentonin the dissipations of
social lite until the father dropped into a
a lower style of dissipation, and after,
awhile the son was tossed out into socie-
ty a nonecity, and safier awhile the
dauzhter eloped with = French dancing
master, and after awhile the mother, get-
ting on further and further In yaars, tries
to hide the wrirkles, but fsils in fae at-

old flirt, a poor miserable butterfly with-
out any wings.

Ii thers is anything on earth beautiful
to me, itis an azed womep, her wkile
locks fowipg back over the wrinkled
brow—.locks not white with frost, as the

d | poets say, but white with the blossoms

of the tres of life, in her voice the tender-
neszs of gracious memories her face a
benediction. As grandmother passes
through the room the grandchildren pull
at her dress, and she almost talls 1n her
weskness, but she bas nothing but candy
or cske cr a kind word for ths liftle darl-
ings, When she gets cut of the wagon
in fzont of the house, the whole family
rush cut endery, ‘*Grandma’s com:!””
and when she goes away from us, never
to return, thereis s shadow on tha table
and a shadow on the hearth, and a sha-
dow on the heart. There is no more
tcnching scene on earth then when grande
motizer slzeps the last tlumber and toe
little child is lifeted up jo the casket to
aiys the last kiss, and she says, *‘Good-
by, grandma!” Oh, there is beauty in
old aze! God says 'so. “'The hoarv head
is a crown of glory.’’ Why should peo-
vle dezline to get old? The best things,
the createst things I koow of, are
aged—old mcuntains, old seas, old
sfars and cld eternity. Bat if thers is
snytling distressful itis to see an old
woman ashamed of the fact thatsheis
old. Vfhat with all the artificial appli-
acces, she is tso much for my gravity.
I laugh even in church when I see her
coming, The worst looking bird on
earth is = peacock when it has lost its

feathers., I would not give one lock of

tempt, trying all the arts of the balla, &n

my nld mother’s cray  hair for 50 000
gach caricsiures of bumaniy, Awdaf
Lne life of a word!iny, if the lifeof a disci-
ple gives (o the world, is sad, tke close
of ruch a life i8 s'mply a tragedy.

Let me tell you that the disaipations
of social life are despoilling the useful-
pess of a vast multitude of people. What
do those people care about the fact that
there are whole nations in sorrow and
suffering and sgoay whee they bave for
consideration the more important ques-
tion about the size of a glove or the tia
ofa craval? Which one of them ever
boued up the wounds of the hospitai?
Whick one of them ever went ouf to care
for the poor! Which ofthem do you
find ia the hsunts of sin, distributing
trac:? They live on themselves, and it
is very poor psstuore,

Stbaris was a great city. and it once
gent oat 300 horsemen in battle. They
had a minis'rel who tad taught the
horses of the army a great trick, and
when the old ministrel played a ceriain
tone the horses would rear and with
their front feat seem fo beat time to the
music. Well, the old minstrel was of-
fended with his country, and he went
over to theenemy, and he sald to the
enemy, ““You give me the nastership of

‘| the army. and I will destroy their iroops

when those borsemen come from Sy-
baris.”? So they gave the old minstrel
the mapagement, and he taught all the
other minstrels a certain tune. Then
when the cavalry troop came up the old
minstreal and all the other minstrels
played a certain tune, and at the most
critical moment in the battle, when the
horsemen wanted to rush to the conflici,
the horses reared and beat time to the
music w1t h their fore feet, and 1n disgrace
androut the enemy fled, Ah, my friends,
I have seen it again and again—the
minstrels of pleasurels the minstrels of
diesipation, the minstre of gcdless as-
aociation have defeated people 1 the
hardest figat of life. Frivolity has lost
the battle for 10,000 folk, ©3, whata
belittlisg process to the Euman mind,
this everlastivg question sbont dress,
this discussion of fashicnable infivitesi-
wmals, this gronp lovking askance at the
glass, wondering with an infinily of earn-
estness how that laet geraniam leaf does
lnok, this shriveling ot aman’s moral
digci'y uatil it is not observable to the
naked ove, this Spanish irquisition of a
tight shige, this hindinz up of an immor-
tal soul in a rufli3, this pitching off ot an
immortal pature over the rocks when
Ged intenaed it for oreat and evarlasting
uplitiicg!

With msny lifs is & meeqaerade balt,
and 8sab tuch entertainments gentle-
men and ladies put on the grab of kings
and queens or mountebanks or clowns
and at ike cloze put cff the disguise, 8o
a great many pass their whole lifeina
mask, taking off the mask ai death.
While ike masquerade bail of life gces on
they trip wmerrily oyer the flcor, gemmed
band is stretched to gemmed band, and
gleaming brow bends fo gleaming brow.
Oa with the dacce! Flushand langhftgr
of immeasurable merrymaking, But af-
ter awhile the languor of death comss on
tbe mbs and blars the eyesight. L'chts
lower. Ficor bollow sepulchral e¢cho.
Muziz saddcoed into a wal, Lights
lower. Now the maskers are cnly ¢een
ic .he dim light.. Now the fragrarce of
the flowers islike the sickening odor
that comes from zarlands that have laia
locg in tke vaults of cemetries, Lichis
lower. M's's gather in the room. Glas-
ges shake as though qoaked by cullen
thurder. Sizh cauzhi in the cartain.
Scarf drops from the shoulder of beeuly,
a chroud. Lighis lower. Over the
slippery boards in dance of death glide
jealousies, envies, revenges, luet, de-
spair and death, Stench the lampwicks
almost extingwshed., Torn garlands
will ot half cover the ulcerated feet,
Choking damps, Feet still. Hands
closed., Voices hushed, Eges shut.
Light ou,

Oh, how many of you have flyated far
away from God through social dissipa-
tione! And it is time you turned, For
I.. omber that there were two vessels
on the’sea and in & story. 1t was very,
very dark and the two vessels were go-
ing straight for each other, and the cap-
taing knew it not.
men on the lookout saw the epproaching
ship, and he shouted, *‘Hard a-larboard!”’
and from the other vessel the cry went
up, *“Hard a-larboard!’’ and they turned
just enough to glance by and passed in
gafety to their harbors, Some of you
are 1n the storm of temptation, atd you
are drivine on and coming toward fearfal
collisions unless you change your course,
Hard a -larboard! Turn ye, turn ye, for
“why will ye die, O house of Israe!?”’

A Sad, S8zd Tragedy,

A very sad tragedy occurred at Gas-
ton on the South Bound Railroad last
Wednesday night., It was the tragic
Ceath of abright young lad, who had
ron away from home, without even tell-
irg his parents geod bye. The sad event
occurred just about midnight, and tears
giole down the cheeks of many a sirong
masan, as he stood by the handsome lad
in the hours of the morniag, as his lite
slowly ebbed away from his mangled
form, Thesestrong, tender-hearted far-
mer3 stood around the little fellow, al-
though lie was a perfect stranger, doing
all in their power to save him, kaowing
he was 1n a dying condition ail the time.
They stood thers and heard him tell his
storv and plead for his life to bs pro-
longed iill he could kiss his father good-
bye, a father whom he had left without
piving any intimation as to his intentions
—a father who was at his home in Phila-
delphia, perhaps at that very momsut
racking his brain to devise soms plan of
securing intormatian as to his missing
son, It wasa scene to touch the heart
of any man., The story briefly toldis as
follows: Oa Wednesday night this lad
gol into Gaston in some way. ASmid-
night a fast freight train passed through,
but did not stop. Just as itrolled past
the station, a cry of pain was heard on
the track and several parties hastening to
investicate, feund tihe form of a youth
on the track terribly cut and mangled,
He waas lifted up tenderly and taken into
the depot building. There was no physi-
cian 1o the place. the town physician
being away in Columbia. The lad told
these around him that he had in & belt
around his waist $3.65 in cash. He
begged .them to tear his clothes opep,
get it and get a physician for him, He
guid that this was all the money he had
and he had not cared to spend any of it
to ride on the railroad. He sald he at-
tempted to jump on the frain whils it
was running; no one had pushed him off,
but he had simply missed his footing
and fallec under the wheels. No physi-
cien could be secured before the arrival
of the 3 a. m, train from Columbia,
When the lad was told this ke said he
had some time a2o0, without canse, and
without, even saying good-bye to his
mother aund father, run away from his
home in Philadelphia. He said he was
eizhteen years of age and his nams was
Samuel Williams; his parents lived at
No. 2 736 Germantown avenue, Paila-
delphia. The boy was a handsome lit-
tle feilow, and scemed to b2 i goed
birth and weli-to~do parentage. Wken
he realized that deaih wes imminent, he
pleaded to bz allowed time enongu fo
kiss his father good-bye; and thus his
young lifs slowly ebbed away. Dr.
Brosker arrived about 3 a. m., but the
lad diedn fifieen minutee thereafter.
The good people of Gaston took charge
of the remains and as much concern was
dieplayed in the funeral ss if some son
ofa Gaston man had died. He was
civen s neat burial and his grave Was
marked, so that shouid his parents hear
of his tragic end 4nd wish to see the
grave, they can find it. The above ac-
count of this extreamly ead tragedy is

taken from Momday’s State.

But after awhile the_

THE NEXT HOUSP.
HOW IT I3 FIGURED OUT BY LEMO-
CRATS AND REPUBLICANS.

Both Slides Clalm a Comfortable M- jor-
{ty=The Democ ats are a L'ttle More
Modest ion their Figures than thes He-

pcblicans,

The Congressional Campaign Com-
mitt..s of both the Democratic and
Republican rparties are beginping to
consider seriously the complexion of
the next National House of Represen-
tatives. The election is only a little
over four weeks off, and there is a na-
tural inclination to survey the (<ld and
determine, if possible, the size of the
harvest that is to be gaibered in. Very
naturally thespectaclesthrough which
the Democrats and the Republicans
gaze at the Congressional districtsdo
not produce the same resuits, but the
difference is not as marked as one
would suppose. Bota stdes are conf-
dent of winrning. The Democratic es-
timate is more conservative than the
Republican, and with its total of 190
is dangerously near the danger line.
The Democratic estimate gives three
of the Soutk Carolina members to the
Populists, which is a mistake. Our be-
lief and hope isthat every district in
this State will be carried by the Demo-
crats. The Republicans in their esti-
mate claim 200 members, but we have
no idea that they will get them, if the
Democrats all over the country will lay
aside their factional difficulties and pull
together, Thisis all that isneeded to
secure a grand Democratic victory next
month. The following table gives the
claims of each party, and it will be
worth while comparing these figures
with the returns on the morning after
election:
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Neither the Democrats nor the Re-
putlicans, it will be seen by the above,
believe that the Populists will cut very
much of a flgure in the outcome. The
Republican managers, for instance, do
not believe that a single Populist will
be elected north of Mason and Dixon’s
line, and the Democrats account for
only a total of ten in the whole United
States. The truth isthat the Populists
have made much exaggerated claims
in the past, have cried “wolf” so fre-
guently when there wasDno wolf, that
the practical politicians pay little or no
heed to any prophecies which take the
Populists into consideration. The Pop
ulists, for their part, expect to hold the
balance of power. 1t will also beno-
tived in the above table that in a large
number of instances there is absolutely
no difference of opinion between the
Democratic and Republican experts.
1n nearly all the Southern States solid
Democratic delegations are cenceded
to the Democrats. This is noticeably
the case with Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and, with
the exception of one district in North
Carolina. Texas, on the contrary, is
regarded by HKepublicans as debatable
gronnd, their information being that
the Populists in that State will make
serious inroads into the Democrats. In
Missouri, too, the Republicans expect,
with the aid of the I'opulists to unseat
at least four Democrats, in addition to
carrying six straight Republican. Dis-
tricts. These six districts comprise
the three in the city of St. Louis and
three in the State. The Democrats for
their part, concede to the Republicans
the entire delegation from Iowa, with
the exception of Judge Hayes's dis-
trict, and some forty more Congress-

ho, New Iumpshire, North and douth
Dakota, Washipgton, Vermont and
Pennsylvania, Tae estimates regard-
ing the latter State tally. to 2 nicety, al-
though even such a conservative Re-
publican as Chris Magee is said to
believe that the Democrats will carry
seven districts in the State, or one more
than is allowed by either of the com-
mittees. The Democrats expect fo get
nothing in Kapsas, and they count up-
on four Populists from that State, while
the Republicans claim the entire elght.
Out of thesix New Eagland States
the Democrats anticipate at least five
members, two in Massachusetts, two in
Connecticut and one in Rhode Island.
The Republicans cut this estimate
down to two, one in Massachusetts and
onein Connecticut. In New York the
Democratic committee counts upon
sixtecen certain for each party, with
two districts doubtful, and a possibili-
ty that the delegation will be equally
divided. The Republicans look for
nineteen of their candidates to be elect-
ad, giving to the Democrats the dis-
tricts south of the Harlem. Under the
Republican redistricting of the State
the Republicans lock for only three
Democrats to be returned frem New
Jersey. The Democrats count on car-
rying four districts in this State. A
Republican gerrymander also confronts
the Demoerats in Ohlo, but they count
upon at least six districts. ‘The Repub-
licans concede five. In Illlaois, on the
other hand, the redistricting is with
the Democrats. It isa fact which is
admitted at the Republican headquoar-
ters that nothing 1:ss than a majority
of 60000 ir Illinois can change the po-
litical complexion of the delegation
from the State, while the Democrats
can lose the State by 30,000 and still
hold the Legislature, Consequently
the Democrats will probably get a ma-
jority of the Congressmen and the Re-
publican managers will be satisfied if
they get one-half of the total of twenty
two. For this reason the Democratic
claim of nine is within the most con-
servative bounds.
As to the outcome in Indiana opin-
ions differ. One district there, now
represented by Mr. Hammond, a Dem-
oecrat, i3 certain to go Republican, and
the 13t and 11th distriets, the homes of
Copngressmen Taylor and Martin, are
thought to be doubtful. Ouat of the
nine remaining districts the Democrats
expect to carry siz,bat the Republicans
only allow them a total of four. Post-
master Dalton, of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and an ex-member from
Indiana, has looked veary thoroughly
into the situation in the State, ama
gives it as his opinion that the Demo-
crats will elect eight, and bhe does not
even anticipatetbe defeat of Martin,
the chairman of the pension committee,
The pem3sion question, however,
is causing the Democrats con-
siderable trouble in tne State.
Chairman Ellyson, of the Vir-

men in Maine, Ocegon, Montana, Ida-]

ginia Demoeratic State comreiftes, he-
[reves that the Republicans will only
gein vne Ceugressmen in his State, and
heis potat all certain that even this
slight change will cccur. At Republi-
can beadguarters, however, it is said
that Repulicahs will be elected in the
2d, 7th aud 9:ih districts. West Virginia
also seems to be & very much disputed
battle groucd. The advices at the
Democratic headquarters indicate the
election of Dzmocratic Congressmen in
all of the four districts, but this claim
is said by the opposing managsers to be
absurd. Wilson's defeat is predicted by
a majority of 1,200. A communica-
tion received at the Republican head-
quarters recently, dsted at DBerkeley
sSprings, in  Wilson’s district, says that
all the saw millsin that county have
been closed, and that at Davis City 300
lumbermen have been throwa out ef
employment. Howard, in the 1st, and
Alderson in the 31, are also said to be
doomed to defeat.

Wisconsin i3 acotker State where
the result appears uncertain. Chair-
man Wall, of the Dewmocratic 3tate
committee, predicts the election of five
Congressmen, but Iiepresentative Bab-
cock, of Wisconsin, who is the chair-
man of the Republican Congressional
committee, thinks the Damoecrats will
be fortunate if they bring even three
of their candidates safely through. By
a fusion with the PPopulists the Demo-
erats expect to get three Congressmen
in Nebraska, who wiil co-operate with
the Democrats in organizing the House,
but the Republicans, claim the entire
State, being now confindent that Mr.
McKeighan, against whom they had to
make their hardest fight, is as good as
beaten, In Kansas Jerry Simpson was
their most formidable opponent. From
Michigan the Democrats expect Griffin,
Gorman, Whitiug ard Weadock to be
returned, hut the Republicans claim
eleven out of the twelve districts. In
Maryland, too, the Republicans expect
to make gains, connting upon three of
the six districts, the 1st, 5th and 6:a.
-They do not put Louisiana in thelr
columu, elieving that they have a clear
majority in the Housc-even if the bolt
in the sugar State does not matarizlize.
The defeat of Enloe and Snodgrass

a total of four Republicans from that
State, while they do not ccncede a sin-
gle Democrat from Minnesota. The
Democrats expect to hold their own in
that State. They have now two mem:
bers. A clean Roepublican swesp in
California, with the exception of one
distriet, is also a part of the Republi-
ean programme. They also expect to
wrest Colorado from the Populists,
Delaware and Wyoming from the Dem-
ocrats, and gaina distriet in Kentucky.
While we believe that the-Demotrats
will wip, we confess that the fight is

" | going to be a hard one.

THE GEORGIA ELECTION.

£ha Ponlis: Mske Largs Galns All Over
the State.

ATLANTA, Ga., O:t. 4—The Consti-
tution publishes this morning returas
from all of the 137 counties in Georgis,
made from unofiicial estimates, compil-
ed Dy its correspondents in every coun-
ty, and most of them received after
midpight last night. The unofficial re-
turns indicated that the Ssate had
gone Damocratic by thirty.thousaad

sjority, but the offizial county, con-
solidations whaich took place at 12
o’clock to-day show that this figure has
been reduced. The official Democratic
majority will not vary much from

" | twenty thousand and thisis the figure

which is now accepted by conservative
estimates on the Democratic side, The
Populists on the other hand claim that
the counties, the consolidations from,
which will be the last to be heard from
will reduce this majority to at least
ten thousand. Of the one hundred and
seventy-five members of the House
elected, abont sixty are Populists and
of the forty-four m=mbers of Senate,
there are seven Populists and one Ra-
publican. Several of the strongest De-
moeratic counties in the State have
been carried by the Populists and with
but few exceptious every county in the
State shows Populist gains. Speaker
Crip’s district gives the iargest Desmo-
cratle majority of any district in the
State. He fizured conspicuously in
the campaign, strongly advocating
tariff reform and the free. coinage of
silver. An organiz2d movement against
a return to silver coinage without for-
eign consent was started early in the
campaign, Secretary Smith, Congress

man Tuarner and others vigorously de-

tion on the stump. The debate on the’
silyer guestion grew so warm as to
frequently put Democratic spsakers in
the attitude of making a joint discus-
sion against each other on this issue.
Speaker Crisp and Secretary Smith
spoke in Atlanta togetter a few weeks
ago, one defending free silver the other
antagoniziog it. The Populists'- took
full advantage of the division and the
resnlt has been a great slum in D:mo-
cratic majorities thronghout the State.
ATKINSON BADLY SCRATCED.

ATLANTA, (Ga., Oct. 4.—Returns
come in slowly but esough official
and unofficial reports have been re-
ceived by the Journal up to 12 o’clock
to indicate an average Democratic ma-
jority of twenty to twenty-five thous-
and. Atkinson, the Damocratic nomi-
nee for (Governor, has been scratched
in all the parts of the State and it is
not believed his majorty will exceed fif-
teen thoushand. The Democrats will
have thirty majority in the State Szn-
ate and 150 majority in the Houvss,
Every Congressional distriet except
Black’s went for the Damocrats. The
ninth, represented by Tate, is carried
for the Democrats by seven msjority,
and the fourth, represented by Moses,
by 900. This is the first election since
the war when Republicans and Popu-
lists have made a complete fasion.
The negroes voted solidly with the Po-
pulists. Great surprise has been oc-
casioned by the defeat of Warner Hill
a promioent candidate for Speaker of
the pext House, This county went
with the Populists; this insures the
election of W. H. Flemming of Rica-
mond to be Speaker. South Georgia
counties which are solid for Represen-
tative Turner for the Senate bave given
the largest mejoritiesin  the State to
the Democrats.

ATLANTA, Oct. 3.—The State election
occurred in Georgia today, the 3tate
voting for Governor and .State oflicers
anda full Legislature, which is to
elect a Senator in November. Two
years ago the State went Democratic
for GGavernor by 71,000 majority for W,
J. Northern over W. L. Peck, the Fo-
pulist nominee. W. Y. Atkinson is
the Democratic candidate for Governor
this year and J. K. Hines the' Populist
nominee. There are 137 counties in
Georgia and returns are coming in
slowly, but there seems to be no doubt
tnat Atkinson’s majority for Governor
will be between 30,000 and 50,000, Later
reports from all over Georgia show
thas the Populists have made gains in.
almost every county in the State and
that the Damocratic majority will pro-
pably not be more than 30,000. Indica
tions are that the Populists will have
thirty or forty members. in the next
Legislature. The Populists elaim that
the official reports will reduce the Dem-
ocratic. majority to 20,000, while Chair-
man Clay, of the State Democratic ex-
ecutive committee, claims that the De-
mocratic majority will reach 35,000.

A BIG FALLING OFF.
SAVANNAH, Ga., Oct. 4—Returns in
this Congresional District indicate four
taousznd Damocratic majority, & fall-
ing off of twelve hundred in two years,
Indications are that the Demdcratic
msjority in Congressman Turner’s dis-
trict will hold up well. Count:es in
the ,Tentb, Tom Warson’s District,
show five hundred Populist majority.
If they repeat this next month he will
be elected. It was a nofable fact that
the heaviest Democratic majorities are
returned from counties endorsing. -the
administration’s financial views. .In-
dications are that the coastitutional
amendments increasing the number of
the Supreme Court Judges to five and

increasing pensions to Confedsrate
soldlers hgve been lost.

in Tennessee is predicted, giving them

fending the policy of the administza-|p

THE SOUTH CARO! INA aND GEORGIA®

The Looi-ville znd Neokvlle nod Coaat
L'ne Boy 1t.

The Angusta Chroniele, of last Wed-
nesday, says the South Carclina and
Georgla Rsilway will soon change
handg again. Justas the Chronicle has
been telling you all along, the Atlantic
Coast Line and the Louisville 2nd
Nashville, jointly are going to buy it.
Augusts will be benefisted by the
change. The N2ws and Courier yes-
terday says:

The following paragraph, which has
recently been going the rounds of the
New York papers, wili unguestionably
be of interest to the people just at this
time. With slight variations the para-
grapn is as follows:

“Negotiations are said to be under
way between the Parsons Brothers, the
principal owners of the Sonth Carolina
and Georgia, and the execative officials
of the Atlaatic Cvast Line and Louis-
ville and Nashville, whereby the first
named property is to pass into the joint
control of the latter companies. The
South Carolina was bought by the Par-
sons soms time ago, and the name was

changed. - The roal bas a main lise
fromn” Charleston to Augusta, with
branches, and the Atlantic Coast Line
and Louisville and Nashville have had
their eyes on the property. During the
past week negotiations are said to have
besn resumed between the Parsons
and the Atlantic Coast Line and the
Louisville and Nashville, and it is said
that the tragsfer of the desired line is
now pending. The South Carolina is
wanted by the Atlantic Coast Line, be-
caunse it will give itan entrance into
Augusta.” S

In substance this statemant has besn
made many times before,both here and
in ‘New York, and the pertinacity
with.which the ramor keeps itself be-
fore the public is possibly the strong-
set argument which at this time can be
adduced in support of it.

'be railroad men hereabouts are
pretey well divided-in their opinions
on the question. Some vary high offl
cials on the South Carolina and Gaor-

with authority on the subjzct, are open
and above board in their expressious
of belief in the truth of the rumor. At
the same time there are other well in-
formed railroad men in the city who
think that the ultimate outcome is to
be that the Louisville and Nashville
and Atlantic Coast Lice will control
the South Carolina and Georgia R)ad.

From time to time the Louisville
and Nashville people, as weil as the
Messrs. Parsons, have denied that any
deal was in progress, azd yet it contin—
nes to be generaly accepted as a fact
that negotiations are now pending be-
tween the two. :

A gentleman was s°en in the city
yesterday who mentioned the name of
a well known railroad man who tuld
him that be had receivea a telegram
from New York stating that the ar-
rangements had .actually been made
looking to the transfer of the property.
At the same time it should not.be for-
gotten that the new officials of the road
in tkis city disclaim having any infor-
meation on the sabj:ct, and, the busi-
ness of the company is being conduct-
ed as though the managenient were a
permanent one.
| Bat information was received here
yesterday, which seems to indicate be-
yond a doubt, that the “Old Reliable”
has already, or will positively, within
the very near future, change hands
again. The statement was made on the
street 1ast night thata well known gen-
gleman in this city had received a tele-
gram during the day in which it was
stated that_the Louisville and Nash-
ville and the Atlantic Coast Line had
made ‘definite” arragements with the
Messrs, ‘Parsons. by which these sys-
tems would in the near futare take
control of the douth Carolina and
Georgia Railroad. .. .

A confirmation of this rumor was
received in an urcexpected way last
night. A gentleman in Cnarleston,
who does not wish his name given just
now, showed a reporter a letter from a
promirent New York man in which
the writor says: Of course you know
thatthe Messre. Parsons have dis
o3ed of their interest in the South
Carolina and Georgia Railroad.”

This statement, coming &s 1t does
from oneof the best kno#n financiers
in the country, seems to be & very
“gtraight tip.” The writer of the letter
is in a position to have inside informa-
tion on the subject, and he is not a man
who would.speak lightly of sach an
important questicn. He says no more
in the letrer than has been given,
evidently taking the sale of the road as
a matter of course. It is not said to
whom the Messrs. Parsons had dispos-
ed of the property, but everyone takes
it for granted that the purchasers are
the Louisville and Nashvils and A¢-
lantic Coast Line systcms.

Some persons havesupposed that the
Southern Railway Company might
wish to own the property, but there is
very little reason to believe that that
gystem would care greatly for the
sSouth Carolina and Georgia Line.

It it is true, as now rumored,that the
Southern has made arrangements to
absorb the Central system, if, is hardly
probable that it wonld care to have an
aiditional South Atlantic port. Taking
everything into consideration, and re-
membering everything received here
yesterday, there is little reason to doubt
that if the Messrs. Parsons have sold
the South Carolina and Georgia Road.
that the purchasers are the Louisville
and Nashville and Atlantic Coast Line
systems.

In this connection it may be said
that one of the leading raiiroad men-st
the South recently told 3 =cpurter of
The News and Couries that there was
little reasun to douot that the South
Carolina and Georgia Road would
change hanas again within a very few
months—"Tle said that he felt confident
tbaf the Lounisviiie and Nasaville and
the Atlantic Coast Line systems would
baild 3 new line to Augusta if they
could not control the South Carolina
and Georgia property, and as he consi-
dered it would be ruipous to the old
1f the new line was built, he did not
doubt that arrangements would be
made by which the road would changs
hands. -

The information which is given here
has come so straight that thers seemd
to be no reason for doubting it.  Tne
authority is about as good as could bs
gotten, unless an official statement
had bzen made either by the Messrs,
Parsons, or by the Louisvilla and Nash-
ville, people themselves,

' Baried in a Mioe,
ScrANTON, Pepn., Sept. 28.—Two
lives ot four men, two miners and two
laborers, withont warning were crush-
ed out in Northwest colliery of Simp-
son and Watkins, at Simpson, near
Carondale, -Jate yesterday afternoon.
Their managled remalas as near as cal
be ascertained lie beneath a fall of rock
which is ten .feet wide and six feet
high, and extends for at least sixoy feet
in the ‘gangway off from the third
slope of the mine.

P. W. Kime, a lottery aad policy
shop man of Kausas, has patlished a
letter in whien hs recites tnat Gover-
nor Lewellyn, Attorpey General Little
and other Populist State offizers .of
Kinsas agreed to sell him polic2 pro-
tectionin that State and to permit him
tohave the appoiatment of the palica
in certain cities and that they failed to
stand by their bargains, H»s - further
claims to have contracied with the
Louisana lottery to have all lotteries
run out of K ansas and %o have paid the
attorney general $4,000° to begin the
prosecution of them. The publication
has of course caused a zreat deal of
scandal. It is said that tke Rspublican
State committee sec ‘the publica-

tion of the letter. S
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gla Road, while they disclaim speaxing |

CPOP3 ANC WEATHER.

The Past Week axd the It ¢) da of che

Agricallural Bars:a,

CoLUMBIA,S. C., O:t. 2—The fol-
lowicg istte weekly weaather crop re-
port of Weather Observer Bauer ard it
is nousually full and interesticg:

During the week ending October 1,
the temparature ranged between 88 and
48 degrees, the former was recorded on

September 30-and October 1, and the
latter at Leoper’s, Pickens county, and
at Reid, Greenville county, on the
25h aod 26:h respectively. The first
of the weeg was much cooler than
usnal while the latter portion was very
warm,

The two last days were the only ones
comparatively clear. The sunshine
averaged about 30 per cent. of the
possiole,

TNain began on the 25:h in portions
of the State,and was general and heavy
on the 25:h and 17th, ended gradually
on the 28:h, and there were light scat-
tering showers, with generally clearing
weather on the 29:h,

The beginnirg and ending of the rai-
ny weather marked the durationofa
West Indian hurricace, whose centre
skirted the South Carolina Coast on
the 26°h and 27th, with gales over the
entire State, but most severe along the
coast and second tler of counties,
where the rainfall was extraordinarily
heavy, ranging from eight inches at
Pinopolis to lesser amounts toward the
interior, and about an inch in the
Northwest couaties, Very few streams
overtflowed their banks, but beavy dam-
age resulted from the combined foree
of the rain and high winds which
reached an extreme velocity of sixty
miles per hour at Charleston and prob-
ably a greater rate at Statesbarg. Cot-
ton and late coro, peas, rice and grass-
es were beaten to the ground, and in
Richland and Orangeburg counties it
is reported that trees were uprooted by
the violence of the wind. Rice suffer-
ed most severely, baving been some-
what damaged by high tides and by
fresh water. Much of it was in stacks
which were more or less scattersd and
saturated, entailiog a -great deal of
labor to dry the grain to prevent
sprouting.

The sggregate damage from this
.gtorm, is however, much less that that
caused by the historic storm of August,
1903, This year’s storm was less severe,
the tides were not 28 high, and, owing
'to having oceurred later in the season,
asmaller percestage of the crops re-
matned in the fieids uneathersd. .

The following rainfall megsurements,
made during the storm, will ulﬁstpam_‘
the gradual decrease from the coast.to-
wards the Northwestern counties, (in
inches and hundredths:) Pinopolis 8 00,
Charleston 7.45, Georgetown 6 55, Trial
5.47, Baaufort 6.15, Conway 508, Che-
raw 498, Society Hill 493 Barnwell
county 4.62, Port Royal 4.27, Effing-
ham 4 02, "Trenton 3.49, Chesterfi=ld
4 00, Blackvilie 3.70, Tiller’s Ferry 302,
Stetesburg 2 85, Lexington 2 50, Aiken
couaty 220, Longshore 2.12, Looper’s
185, Little Mountain 1:45, Santac 1.38,
Laurens 1.22, McCortick 1.22, Winns-
poro 1.70, Colambia 1.18, (Greenville
1.09, Watts 0.84, E1a 0.75.

Tge force of the .wind did nof de-
crease to thesame exteat as did the
rainfall from che esast towards the
Northwestern counties and conse-
quently the damage to corn and peas,
but more pariicalarly to cotton, was
almost general over the eatire State.
I'he percentage of damage to cotton In
the fields i3 variously estimated from §
£o 20 per eent., ap average of all the
estimates making somewbat under 10
per cent. :

Green" bolls were broken off very
freely. Many, if not the greater por-
tion, of the open boils were more or Iéss
stained and where the stalks remains
green the damp,cloudy weather. cansed
an Increase in rustand bell wogms
which late in the weeX again appeéared
in injarioss numbers in some counties.
Picking was greatly hindered by the
unfavorablé weathér, bat will bs-push-
ed rapidly froth now on, as the weather
permits, as thetolls are opening very
fast, some, it is thonght, prematurely.

Sea Island eotton suifered more from
t?e storm than the short staple varie-
ties.

The rain was bepeficial in the North
central and Western counties for late
root crops,-such as turnips and late
-sweet potatoes, and also for gardeaos,
and kept grass green and growing for
pasturage.

Some oats being sown, buft oats seed-
ing has not become general yet; it is
genera:[liy too wet to prepare the

und.

Truck farmers suffered severely from
the heavy rains along the coast as the
wet soil interferes with the cultivation
and marketicg of fall crops. :

To the request made for esttmates of
the percentage of cotton ungathered
on October 1, replies were received
from all but six counties, some of
which raise but-little cotton and there-
fore would have but little effect on the
percentage for the State, A very good
indication of the accuracy of the differ-
ent reports-is that ia" couanties from

ceived they Gid not differ more than
10 per cent., and that can readily be as-
cribed to varying conditions accordiag
ta iocality.

The estimates by regions and ex-
pressed in averages, are as follows:
Alpine region 85 per csnt. ungathered,
Piedmont 61, Red Hill and Upper Pine
Belt 42, Lower -Pine and Coast regions
30. By assigning to each region a value
in proportion to its cotton acrerge the
average percentage of ungathered cot-
ton for the State, on Oztober 1, is 51 par
cent.

Counties grouped according to per
centages, the results ‘are as follows:
Above 80 per cant. Laurens, J:zonee,
Pickens: batween 70 and 80 per cent.—

Richland, Yorkz, Abbevitle, Uaion; be-
tween 50 and 380 per cent.—D33aufort,
Berkeley, Florence, Williamsbarg, Lin-
caster, sumter; between 40 aad 50 per
cent. —Hampton, Aliken, Chesterflold,
Darlington, Kersnaw, Lexington,Edge-
tield; between 30 and 40 per cent.—
Clarendon, Barnwell,Orangeburg, New-
berry; below 30 per cent.—Mairlooro.
Ia the statement that 51 pzr cent, re-
mained ungathered, atlowance - was

that resulted from the storm, in other
words, the number - of bales already
gathered will likely, bs mora thaa
doubled by the end of the season.

" J. W. BAUER, Directer.

Imperial Upheaval.

NEw YORE, 02t 2 —A special able
to the Herald from Shanghai says:
Emperor of China will very hkely be
dethroned in favor of Pricce Kung’s
sop, who will treat with the Japanese.
Li Hung Chang has been superseded
in supreme command by General Sang
‘I'sing, of the Province of Huhan, whe
has received fuli powers, Li Hung
Chang retires disgusted .to l’ao Fing
Foo, capital of the province of Chi Li.
His alleged defectioa to the Japinese
13 only canvassed consequent to the
recall of Prince Kung. twenty thous-
and Hanan soldiers are gathered
around Shac-hai-Ewap, the terminus
of the great wall where it forms a
boundary between the provinees of
Obi Lt and Shing-King. ‘Che Li Huog
Shang army is distrusted..

Tae Charleston San says 1t is to be
obgerved that tke local nominating
conventions of the different political
parties this fall are a great de:l mixed
in their siatement of principles. Oae
county Daemocratie platform1s in favor
of free silver and high tariff, while
doother wants free trade and restricted
silver coinaga. ‘Rocked ribbed D2mo-
crats flop. Lifelong Republicans melt
softly into the arms of the Populists,
while some of the pillars of the Damoe-
racy are accused of. trying w0 betray
their party into advocating Regublican

which two, or more reports were re-}

-Arderson, (Greenville, Spartanburg; be- |
tween 60-and 70 per ceat.—Fairfield. |~

also made ‘for the probabls damage |

FATRFIELD, Texas, Oct. 5.—Hetity
Gibson, colored, attempted .to outrage
Miss Mitchell near Mills yesterday. av-
ecing, but was prevented from accom-
plighiag the terrible act by the screams
of his vietim, which attracted help
from near by. In the .scufly wtth
Miss Mitchell hy cut her several times
buat cot seriously. The fiend was ar.
rested and carried to Mills where he

. was identified. He was being guarded

at a store, but 1ast night about 2 o’clock
a shot was fired by some unkuown par-
ty from the outside, which killed Gib-
son. = -

A BEemarkable Escape.

CHESTER, Pa. Oct. 2.—The passen-—

s on board of the York z

ashington express train oQ the:
sylvania Raliroad, due in th at 4
10:22 thfirs moﬁng, had & remarkable -~
escape from serfous injury and perha
death. The train struck one of the D?;
pont powder -wagons, near Gordon
Heights, killed one of the horses, seri- .
ously and perhaps fatally injared the -
driver and scattered one pound cans of -
powder in various directions without’
an explosion. The wagon was on_ fits -
way. to the powder . company’s whart e
and it seems miraculous that the pow-
der did not explode, in which event the
train would probabiy have beec wreck-
ed. - The driver was brooght to .this -
city and placed in the hospital. He :
was unable to give his name and could’ Ao
not give any information about the
accident. - o
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