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#bak: tho chief by his side—a fine,
right man with long, gray beard; be-
find, three Mongars, thelr rifies al-
Wndy to thelr shoulders. The chiet
ficeled up his horse as he came with-
B twenly paces of the little party.
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1. L GHAPTER XXMl
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VTR THE nlum‘ :
/ Quest was the firat the mext worn-
! to ' hin

s "4
OK6" THim Hr™ T

comia outsi§.

Quest piited to the littlse Bandy
knoll wuh sparse eoveringotm
deserted—sjth scarcely a sigu, even,
that it haifbeen the resting placo of
the little mravan. The profezsor gave
vent tn 1flittle exclamation,

T Phy s80r “hutried off towards
the spot slere the encampment hao:
been ms Suddenly he stood still
and poin¥ with his finger. In the'

. camels

clearer,

Milost crystalline light of the
coming d

they saw the track of the
one long, unbroken line

stretchinfhway northwards,

He glafied around a little helpless-
- ly. Queifook a clgar from his case
and 1t §
- “No g1 worrying,” Quest sighed,
' “The quRion is how best to get out
of the #ks. What's the next move,
anyway arboadn! ; :

The @essor glanced towards the
son anfook & smail compass from
his pool. He pointed across the des-
ert,

“Thill exactly our . mta." he sald,
“but IMckon ‘we still must e two
days fiin the Mongars, and how we
are gol to get there ourselves, much
more & the women there, without
camel® don't know. Therp are no
wellslhd I don't belleve those fel- |
lowa 'Mtus;llwlllnotwn»
mn LN

Lag§ put her head out of.the tent

tie two women had 8lept.
whm's break| Z" m

‘aorizon 'at any rate was spared

. fleld-glasses to his eyes. It was woh-

0 & chief,” he announced. “We had
feto thale vélaa,| Fhiey o1l ot i o | be A A RNt

| feasor's instigation, drank sparinggy
-Qun-t. wlqh l..m ll:h of relief,

"ac‘um ldml.um. this!® he
% ullrad.

e ot vatus, e Livems Vou Wit | o

a'pnthdrhorau.md.tumlunonh-r-
‘} wards, galloped away.
“The professor

‘White! Hnglish!” he shouted.
Why do you seek death here?”
idle walited for no reply, but turned
f his men. Three of them dashed for-
fird, their rifles, which were fitted
ith an odd sort of bayonet, drawn
ick for the lunge. Suddenly Cralg,
had been a liitle in the rear, gal-
G8ed, shouting, Into the line of fire.
*'Blop!” he ordered. “Chief, these
pople are my friends. Chief, the
wlrd!"

The chief raised his arm promptly.
e men lowered ineir rifles. Craig
floped buck to his host's side. The'
def listened to him and nodded
vely. Fresently he rode up to tha
He ealuted the professor
vely and talked to him In his own
gusge. The professor turned to the

ot} ing, half-torturing  coolness.
Fain stralning of the eyed upon

them. They. slept in.s fashion, b
800a amu' dawn they were on thef

‘his way to mourt
& low range of eand hills, waved hfs
arm furiously,  He was holding hps

i h:a chief apologlizes for not recog-
Eing me,"” he announced. “It seems
derful how thet ray of hope tran :
formed them. 'They burried to whes
he was.* Hepuudthé glanses to tie

o | ] He smays that we
poo . the eamels, and horses!” % welcome to go with him to his
The professor alniost snatched .

dun-.

"It is qulte true,” he agreed. "It

: mémulng at right angles
our direction. Come! They will s
tig. befors fong” ;

Presenily fhiree or four horsem
detached tnemselves from the mu
body  8nd came galloping town

Uralg turned slowly towards them.
‘was a strange meeling.

Ut 18 necessary,” he told them,
gt you should pretend to be my
Wnds. The chief has ordered two of
# men to dismount. Their ponies are
"E‘ the young ladies. There will be

#s from the caravan yonder.”

hey all turned towards the chief,
0 remained a little on the outside
ofifthe circle. The professor raised

Ongar language, then he turned to
others,

IGPTINAY have accepted the invitation of
.Hp. It wau liko' pouring 1

ra réemarked, a few hours Iater,
a little sigh of contentment,
t belleve me that goat-stew and
rbet tasted better than any
tken and champagne I ever tasted.”
fhey moved to the opening of the
elt and sat Iooking out across the
mt desert. Laura took the flap of
hE canvas id her hand.
hat do all these marks mean?’
asked,
wxThey are cabalistic signs,” the
p‘l‘bfeuor replied, “part of the lan-
guage of the tribe. They indicate
that this is the guest tent, and there
are a few little maxims trzced upon
it, extolling the virtues of hospitality.”

Lenora leaned forward to where n
Httle my of !longm were tal.klng
together,

“1 wish that heantlrul girl wunld
coms and let ug see her again,” she
murraured,

“She,” the profebsor explafned, “is
the chief's deughter, Feerda, whose

aska if the ladles will take the horsel
and ride?” %

They started off gayly to where the |
caravan had come to a standstill, They
had scarcely traversed a hundred
yards, however, before the Arab who
was leading Lenora's horse came to a
‘Bhdden standstill,. He pointed with
:his arm end commenced to.talk in an
excited fashion to his two companionsa,
From across the desert, facing them,
came a little company of horsemen,
galloping fast and with the sunlight =3
flashing upon their rifles. .].".? AC;M; “"T; :

“The Mongars!" the Arab eried, .? from the way ?he looks at
pointing wildly. “They attack the him," Laura observed, “I' should say
SAravant® she hadn’t forgotten it, either.’

The three Arabs talked together for | The professor held up a warning
& moment in an excited fashion. Then, | A08€r. The girl herself had glided
without excues or warning, they swung | t° tHeir side out of the shadows. She
the two won tn to the ground, leaped | faced the professor. The rest of the

paArty she seemed to ignore. She
spoke slowly and in halting English.

“My father wishes to know that
you are satisfled?” phe sald. “You
have no further wants?"

"None,” the professor assured her.
“We are very grateful for his hos-
pitality, Feerda."

“Wpn't you talk to us for a littie
time?"’ Lenora bamd leaning for-
ward:

- The girl turned mddenly to the
profusbr and spoke to him in her
own langusge.  Shc polnted to the
signs upon theé tent, drew her finger
aloni on: of the sentences, flashed a
fierce misncs at them ull and disap-

pearr:

iy -5 to me that we are not ex-
actly popular with the young lady,”
Quest remarked. *““What was sho say:
ing, professor?”

“S8he suspects us” the professor
sald slowly, “of wrighing to bring evil
to Cralg. She polnced to & sentencs:
upoh the tent. Roughly it means "Grat-.
itude is tho dubt of hospitality.” Tam
A véry mch_mqnt_&:; the young lady.

Do as You ‘Are Bidden."

lnnkedonl.ulwlb‘ Y
"laninoln'tdlmﬁ."hehﬂln.

®This may not be Delmonlco's,”

3 'lnthoumnlml

mnﬂt

Captured by the -Mongars.

absolutely refused my request. Feerda
has overbeard some of your conversa-
tion, and the chief believes that you
will betray us. Ynu will have to come,
too ”

They all rose at once to their feet,
and & few moments later horses were
brought.

The little proceesion was already be-
Ang formed in line. Cralg approached
them once more,

“You wili xiount now and ride in the
middle of our caravan,” he directed.
“The chief does not trust you. If you
value your llves, you will do &8 you are
bidden." 5

CHAPTER XXIV.

“You can call this fairyland, 1f you
want,” Laura remarked, gazing around
her; “I call it a nasty, damp, oozy
spot.”

Quest motioned them to sit a little
nearer.

“I kad a moment’s talk with Craig
this morning, and from what he says
I fancy they mean to make a move
a little farther In before long. It'll he
all the more dificult to escape them”

“You think we could get away?"’
Lenora whispered, eagerly.

Quest glanced cautiously around,
They were gurrounded by thick vege-
tation, but they were only a very short
distance from the camp.

“Heems to me,” he continued, “we
shall have to try it some day or other

{and I'm-all for trying it soon.. -Even

if they caught us, I don't believe
they'd dare to kill us, with thg Eng-
lish soldlers so close behind. T am
going to get hold of two or three rifles
and some ammunition. That's easy,
because they leave them about all
the time. And what you girls want to
do is to hide some food and get & bot-
tle of water.” |

“What about Cra,ls'!" the professor
asked.

“We are golng to take him along,”
Quest declared, grimly. “He's had the
devil’'s own luck so far but it can’t
last forever. Ill see to that part of
the business, if you others get ready.
and wait for me to give the signal.”

Thejy dispersed in various directions,
It was not until late in the evening,
when the Mongars had withdrawn a
little to indulge in thelr customary
orgy .of crooning songs, that they were
absolutely alone. Quest looked out of
the tent fn which they bhad bheen sit-
ting 'and came back again: Ry

“Well?

“Laura 1ifted her skirt and showed
‘an unusoal projection underneath.

“Leunora and I have pinned up our
petticoata” rhe announced. “We've
mﬂhhtra.. foad and o bottle of

water"

Quest ’aﬁw opén the white Arap
cloak which hoe had been wearing. He
had three rifles strapppd around him.

“The professor’s got the ammuni-
tion,” he said, “and we've five horses
tethered a hundred paces along the
track we came by, just behind the
socond tree turowig to the left. I
want you all to go there mow at once
und take the rifies. Thmllu';alml

tbout cniﬂ“ the m

wrapped In this ¢

o ten utlnirtn."
‘inguired.

“I am seelng to mﬁ:wm
“Isn't it ratber :ﬁkf" ﬂn whh»
earfully. ﬁ

q-uz-mw udde .
"C‘I'dl is going back “iﬂl “""

2 why, 'lJn!:le that sash from your waist.

[aia. T be mm nmfn
n.mxuouadnm-nt m;

M again, _

into & corner of the tent mdfdmw a
revolver from his pocket.

“This time,” he exclaimed,/"we nre
going to make an end of The Hauds!
Out you go now, girls. You can leave
me to finish things up.'"™

One by one they stolewlong the path.
Quest came out and wached them dis-
appear. Then he grippad his revolver
firmly in his hand and fturned towards
Craig's tent. Then, from the thick
growth by the side of'the clearing, he
saw @& dark shape steal out and vanish
in the direction of Craig's tent. He
came to a standstill, puzzled, There
had been rumors ot 'lions all day, but
the profeseor had been Incredulous.
Then the still, heavy alr was suddenly
rent by a wild scream of horror. Across
the narrow opening the creature had
reappeared, caurrying something in its
mouth, something which gave vent all
the time to the most awful yells.
Quest fired his revolver on chance and
broke into a run. Already the Mon-
gars, disturbed in their evening amuse-
ment, were breaking into the under-
growth in chase, uest came to a
standstill. It was from Cralig's tent
that the beast hac issued! When he
reached the meeting place, he found
the professor standing at the corner
wllh the rest.

“From the commotion,” he an-
nounced, “I believe that, after all, a
lion has visitegghe camp. The cries
which we have heard were distinetly
the cries of u native.”

Quest shook his head.

“A lion's beec here all right,” he
sald, “and he has finished our little
job for us. That was Craig. 1 aw
him come out of Craig's tent.”

Th s professor was dublous.

“You see that tree that looks like
& dwarfed aloe?”

“What about it?"

“Craig was lying there ten minutes
ago. He eprang up when he heard
the wyells from the encampment, Lut
I belleve he is there now.”

“Got the horses all right?™ Quest

inquired.

“Everything {8 waiting,” the profes-
sor replied.

“I'' have one more try, tl:.en,
Queac declared.

"He made his wa* slowly thiough the
undergrowih to ihe spot which the
preiessor had inudiecated. Close to the
trunk of o tree Craig was standing.
Feerda was on her knees before him.
Bhe was speaking in broken English.

“Dear master, you shall listen to
your slave. These people are your
enemies, It would be all over {n a few
minutes. You have but to say 'the
word. My father is eager for it. 'No
one would ever know."

Craig patted har head. His tome
was filled with the deepest despon-
deney.

“It is impossible, Feerda,” he uald.
“You do not understand. I cannot tell
you everything. Sometimes I almost
think that the best thing { could do
‘would be to return with them to the
countries you know nothing of.”

“That’s what you are golng to do,
anyway,” Quest deéclared, suddenly
making reappearance. “Hands
up!"”

He covered . Jralg with Lis revolver,
but his arm was scarcely extended be-
fore Feerda sprang at him like a little
‘wl_lﬁelt. Hesgripped her with his left
arm #nd held her away with dim-

"(hﬂ;. h. continued, “you're com-
ing with us. ¥ou know the way to
Port Bald and we want you—you kpow

E

“Drop your ¥ nife”
Cralg, 4

lle obeyed wit hout hesitation.

“Now, tle the ; sash arcund the girl”

He obeyed n pchanieally, Quest took
Craig by the ; collar and led him to
the spot whe fe the others were wait-
ing. They 1 misted bim on o a horse,
Already be' Aind them they could see
the flare ¢ & the torches from the re-
turning M nngurs.

“You ¥ mow the way t6 Port Said,”
Qnogt w ﬁlnpuraﬂ “8eo that you lead
us ther j. There will be trouble, ming,
if you son'tr

Cra' k& made no reply. He rode off in
front | of the little troop, covered all
the time by Quest's revolver, Ve ry
800's they were out of the jungle and
In fhe open desert. Quest looked be-
bi'sd him uneasily,

“To judge by the row those fellows
T@e making,” be remarked. “I should
t’muk that they've found Feerda al-
reudy =

she ordered

"I the left there. Steady!

‘| bered by twenty to ‘'ome, obeyed with-

“In that case,” the professor said
gravely, “let me recommend you to
push on as fast as possible. We have
had one escape from those fellows,
but nothing in the world can save us
now that you have laid hands upon
Feerda. The chief would never forgive
that.”

They galloped steadily on. The
moon rose higher and higher until it
became as light as day.

Quest fell a liitle behind the neo-
fessor's side, although he never jeft off
watching Cralg.

“Loo’t behind you, professor,”
wulspered,

In the fur distance wero a number
of little black mpecks, growing every
moment larger. Even at that moment
they heard the low, long call of the
Mongars, /

“They are,galning on us,” Quest
muttered.

They /rated on for another mile or
more. A bullet whistled over thelr
heads. Quest tightened his reins.

“No/good," he sighed. “We'd better
stay apd fight it out, professor. Stick
cloge to me, Lenorn.”

They drew up and hastily dismount
ed. The Mongars closed in around
taem. A cloud had drifted in front
of the moon, and in tho darkness it
was almost impossible to see thelr
whereabouts. They- heard the chief's
voice.

“Shoot ﬂ‘nt that dog of a Cralg!"

There was a shriek. Suddenly
Feerda, breaking loosc fram #ha nth.
ers, raced across the little division.
Bhe flung hersal: -from her horse.

“Tell my that you were!l not
faithless,” she aded. “They shall
not: kill you!"

She clung to Cralg's aeck.
Iet- were beginnlns to wh

he

The bul-

“I'll’lle Gq.ﬁ.ni Lenora.”
them now.; JAl o h .udden she threw

up her ina fury, turned
around g { the darkness.
Then sudd s, B8 ugh on the bid-

ding of some ﬁnnpulwn word, there!
wae o queer sllence. Ewrynna whe
distinctly cousclous of an allen sound
—the soft thud of many horses” feet
galloplng from the right; then a sharp,
English voloe of command. ;
' “Hold your fire, men. Close in to
(L ¢
The cloud wsuddenly rolled away
from the moon. A long line of horse-
men were immediately visible, The
officer in front rode forward,
your arms and surrender,” he
ordered, sternly.
The llonm who were outnnm-

out hesitation. Thelr chief “eemed

around l

unconsclous, even, of what had hap-
pened. He was on hls knees, bending
over the body of Feerda, half support-
Mlnc:-:i;’am 'rhuneertnmd
to Queat. i

“Are you the Wﬂw h.'tM
mmrmwwum

Quest nﬂdd.
“They .
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