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“No, no! erted Béverly. “fron't you
dare to go out there again. You are
to stay right here In the castle, sir,
‘We have something elso for you to do.
It was that awful ol Marlanx who
shot at you. He"—

“I left General Marlanx In Colonel
Quinnox’s quarters, Miss Calhoun,” In-
terposed Baldos grimly. “He could
not have fired the shot. For two or
three nights, your highpess, 1 have
been followed and dogged with humil-
atlng persistence by two men wenring
the uniforms of eastle gunrds. They
do not sleep at the barracks, May 1
ask what I have done to he submitted
to such treatment?' There wins a
trace of poorly concealed Indignation

“I assure you that this Is news to
me,"” sald Yetive In amazement.

“I am belng watched ns If I were a
common thief,” he went on Dboldly.
“These men are not your agents; they
are not the agents of Graustark. May
I be permlitted to say that they are
sples set upon me by a man who has
an object In disgracing me? Who that
man is I leave to your royal conjec-
ture.”

“Marlanx ?"

“Yes, your highness, He bears me a
deadly grudge and yet he fears me. I
know full well that he and his agents
have bully a strong case agalnst me.
They are almost ready to close In upoun
me, and they will have false evidence
8o craftily prepared that even my tru-
est frlends may doubt my loyalty to
you and to the cause I serve. Before
God, I have been true to my oath, Iam
loyal to Grausturk. It was a sorry
day when I left the valley and”—

“Oh,” erled Beverly piteously, “don't
say that!"

“Alas, Miss Calhoun, It I3 true,” sald
he sadly. *I am penned up here where
I cannot fight back. Treason 1s lald
ngainst me. But, beyond all this, I
have permitted my loyalty to mislead
my ambition. I have aspired to some-
thing I can cherish, but never possess.
Better that I never should have tasted
of the unattainable than to have the
cup withdrawn just as Its sweetness
begins to Intoxicate.”

He stood before them, pale with sup-
pressed emotion. The women of Grau-
stark looked Inyoluntarily at Beverly,
who sat cold and volceless, staring at

@ face of the guard. 8

was expected of her. A word from her

Beverly of
fark

| Young Duke Christobal fled because his
[ father objected to his marriage with a
| Za :u;] warden's daughter 7
L ave never heard sa” w

| of hauteur, W Wl
| ®Does he know that the girl 18 dead?
: she asked cruelly. Baldos did not an-
| Bwer for a long time. e stared at her

steadlly, his eyes expressing no emo-
| thon from which she could Judge him
I "I think he Is  Fig :

: — 3
'-‘*--::c SR “‘::':‘E“.a'-_m.—.‘:mwl "'h-""-r-"-’-?ﬁ: g .I “If you call me ‘your bighness’ agal s
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.bsm&vi:ulgm;ﬁgv.ﬁﬁgk Y S e J “Another question: Is ¢ ot y.
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. Thcdfact that SCHNAPPS
18 so0 widely imitated only proves

that it is the best chew— the standard
flat plug. Other plugs are made to imitate

| lamity, Miss Calhoun,” he saiq
your permisston [ :
! There ts nothing
lay."

“Wit
shall
*T shall never forget,” she sald. “*You ] It ‘was such a
deserve the best In the world. Would
that I could give it to yon. You have |
b]rn\-nd many dangers for my sake. I
shall not forget. Do you know that we
“'191‘“0 “‘E:tt'll(‘.d last ni)ght?' i ::;21 e night,
“Watched?” he criel Ineredulousty. i [ivine
“Oh, fool that I am! I might hut\{aI 21:,:‘;5'4:]?““"
known., And I bave subjected you to— | :
to—don’t tell me that harsh things have |
been sald to you, Miss Calhoun!™ ‘He | command
was deeply disturbed, lutely '
“General Marlanx saw you., He hua:r £
threatened me, Bnldos"—
“I will kIl him! What do I care l'or! E?;lrgt‘,tlr:q:m i
T;l;:"c_?nscqtmm-va? He shall pay dearly | clock strike t
“Stop! Where are you goln f
are to remain here, ailr’-. nnifl tni?e ;o?x‘: ::Iti‘r(::' E‘?ue s i
commands from me. I don’t want you | locked.”
to kil! him. They'd hang you, or some- | ;
thing just as bad. Ile's golng to be
punished, never fear™ Baldos smiled
In spite of his dlsmay. It was impos-
sible to face this confident champion
In petticoats without catching her en-
thusiasm. “What have you done with
=—with that rose?"” she asked suddenly,
flushing and difident. Her eyes glis-
tened with embarrassment.
“It lles next my heart. I love it,” he
sald bravely,
“I think I'll command you to return
it to we,” vaguely.
“A command to be disobeyed. It Is
In exchamge for my feather,” he smiled
confidently,
“Well, of course, If you sre going to |
be mean about— Now, let me see,” she |
sald confusedly, “what are your duties
for tonightY You are to stand guard
In the corridor. Once In awhile you will

eould have erfed.

steadily to the

to regaln control of he
All this time she knew tha

At last she faced him reso

When you hear the hal
he hour of 2 In the morn

“Am I not to see ¥ou agaln?" he
] ed, and she did not think him pro
gsed.

went quletly, silently away.

CHAPTER XXIV.

HILE Baldos was
W way the Iron Count was busy
with the machinatlions which
were calculated to result In a startling
upheaval with the break of a new day.
He prepared and swore to the charges
preferred agalnst Baldos. They wére
dispatched to the princess for her
perusal In the morning. Then he set
abont preparing the wilest accusations
agalnst Beverly Calhoun. In hls own
handwriting and over his own sligna-
ture he charged her with complleity In

norant of that ca- It '
4 |

whhdray, |
to be gained by de- |

palpable affront |
that she shrank within herself su'l.rl'I

Without answering, she walked un-[
window and looked out |
. A mist came Into her |
FFor many minutes she remained |

he wns standing just where she had |
left him, llke a statue, awaiting her

“You will recelve instructions as toj
from the guard at |

| Ing go Into the chapel, but do not let |

ask- _
perly

“Yes,” she answered after a
pause
that seemed llke an eternity, and lleI

standinyg |
guard in the long, lofty hall- |
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blood stormed his renson. “Tp. job

must be done tonight. You have your turn alone,™ he sald trlumphantly.

g0 out upon the balcony and take a
look. You see, I am afrald of S0
one. Oh, Baldos, what's the use of my
trifilng llke this? You are to escape
from Edelwelss tonlght. That fs the
whole plan—the whole idea in a nut-
shell. Dan’t look llke that. Don't you
wait to go?™ Now she was trembling
with excltement,

“l do mot want to leave you,” he
cried eagerly. “It would be cowardly.
Marlanx would understand that you
gave ald and sanction. You would be
left to face the churges he would make,
Don't you see, Beverly? You would be
implicated; you would be accused.
Why dld you not ket me kill him? No;
LN, pot_gor’__Nelthex,.Doticad tha
“But I Insist? she cried weakly.
“You must go away from me. I—I

and he would understand that he had
not tasted of the unattainable. In one
brief moment she saw that she had de- |
liberately led him on, that she had en- |
couraged him, that she actually had
proffered him the cup from which he
Liad begun to sip the bitterness. Pride|
and love were waging a conflict in this
hapless southern girl's heart. But she

was sllent. She could not say the

word.

“1 think I know what you mean, Bal-
dos,” sald Yetlve, seelng that Beverly
would not intervene. “We are sorry.
No one trusts to your honor more than
1 do.
will confess that you are to be arrested
ns a spy tomorrow. Tonlght you are
to serve as a guard In the castle. This
shiould prove to you that I have un-
bounded faith In you. Moreover, I be-
lieve in you to the extent that I should
uot be afraid to trust you If you were
to go out Into the world with every
secret which we possess, You came
here under a pecullur stress of cir-
cumstances, not wholly of your own
volition. Belleve me, I am your
friend.”

“I shall revere your highness forever
for those words," sald he simply. lllsl
eyes went bungrily to Beverly's avert-
ed face and then assumed a careless
gleam which Indleated that he had re-
signed himself to the inevitable,

A~ am constrained to ask you one
question, sir,” went on the princess.
“You are not the common goat hunter
you assume. Wil you tell me In con-
fidence who you really are?’ The oth-
ers held their breath, Fle hesitated for
# moment.

“Will it suffice If I say that I am an
unfortunate friend and advocate of
I'rince Dantan? 1 have risked every-
thing for his sake, and I fear I have
lost everything. 1 have falled to be of
gervice to him, but through no fault of
mine. Fate has been agalnst me.”

“You are Christobal!” crled Dagmar
engerly.

lkle :mve her a startled glance, but
offered no denial, Beverly's face was
a study. If he were Christobal, then
what of the game warden's daughter?

“we shall question you no further,”
gald Yetive. “You enlisted to serve
Miss Calhoun. It ls for her to com-
mand you while you are here. May
(od be with you to the end. Milss Cal-
houn, will you tell him what his du-
ties are for tonight? Come, my dear.”

vetive and Dagmar walked slowly
from the room, leaving Beverly and

My busband belleves In you. I[

command you to™—

“Is $t because you want to drive me
out of your lfe forever? he demand-
ed, pudden understanding coming to
him,

“Don't put ft that way,” she mur-
mured,

“Ia it because you care for me that
you want me to go?' he Insisted, draw-
ing near. *"Is {t because you fear the

the betrnyal of Graustark, Influenced
by the desires of the lover who mas-
queraded as her protege. At some
length he dwelt upon the well lald plot
of the spy and his accomplice. He told
of their secret meetings, their outrages
against the dignity of the court and
thelr unmistakable animosity toward
Graustark. For each and every count
in his viclous Indictment against the
glrl he professed to have absolute
proof by means of more than one
reputable witness.

It was not the design of Marlanx to
present this document to the princess
and her cabinet, He knew full well
that it would meet the fate It deserved.

It was Intended for the e of re
Lalbaraund, lnm‘umunﬂw@? “['zﬁ%. 'HK

hoped to terrorize her Into submiasion,
He longed to possess this lithe, beauti-
ful ereature from over the sea. In all

thing as he now craved Beverly Cal-
houn. He saw that his position In the
army was rendered Insecure by the
events of the last day. A bold, viclous
stroke was his only means for securing
the prize he longed for more than he
longed for honor and fame.

Restless amd enraged, consumed by

love I bear for you?’
“Love! You don't really— Stop!|
Remember where you are, sir! You
must not go on wicth it, Baklos. Don't |
come a step nearer. Do go tonlght!|
It is for the best. I have been awfully i
wicked In lJetting It run on as It has. |
Forglve me; please forglve me,” she
pleaded. IIe drew back, pnle and burt.
A great dignity settled npon his face.
s dark eyes crushed her with thelr
quiet scorn, 1
“1 understand, Miss Calboun. The |
| play 18 over. You will find the luckless
| vagabond a gentleman, after all. You |
| ask me to desert the cause 1 serve. |
That 18 enough. [ shall go tonlght.”

castle grounds long after he had drawn
the dilaboHeal ehnrges.

while be, a noble of the realm, was rele-
gated to Ignominy and the promise of
degradation. Encamped outside the
eity walls the army lay without a
leader. Each hour saw the numbers
augmented by the arrival of reserves
from the districts of the principality.

His place was out there with the staff, !

yet he could not drag himself away
from the charmed elrele in which his
prey was sleeplng.  Morose mxd grim
he anxlously paced to and fro in an

| obscure corner of the grounds,

his life he bad not hungered for any- |

Instroctlons. Capture him #f possible:
but, It necessary, kill him. You know
your fate if you fail.” Marlanx aetual-
Iy grinned at the thought of the punish-
ment he would mete out to them.
“Now be off ™

Rashly be made bis way to the castle
front. A bright moon cast Its mellow
glow over the mass of stone outlined
agalust the western sky. For an hour
he glowered In the shade of the trees,
| giving but slight beed to the guards
who passed from time to time. His
eyes never left the enchanted balcony.

At last be saw the man. Baldos
came from the door at the end of the
bakony, paced the ful length in the
BiSPoEN e HhfR" MemumnRt noSE
that had afforded him egress.

Inskie the dark castle the clock at

"But I'll have the lantern going full
biast,” stre sald and then allowed him
to mad bher Into the narrow passage-
way. She closxl the panel and then
feit abont with her foof until it loented
the lantern. In a mtnute they had g |
Hght. “Now, don't be afrald,” she sanld |
encoaragingly. He laughed In pure de- f
lght. She misanderstood his mirth and |
was conscious of n new and an almost ’
unendnrable pang. He was filled with
exhllaration over the prospeet of es-
cape! Somehow she felt an hnpulse to |
throw her arms about him and drag |
him back futo the chapel In spite of the |
ghost of the game warden's daughter. !

[cowTINUED.] H
i M g = o — Tée I= i

" ALL WRONG, |

the end of the hall melodlously boomed
the hour of 2,
the soft echoes of the gong. A tall

Dead quiet followed |

The Mistake is Made by Many Union
Gitizens.

jealousy and feae, he hung about the |

Ho knew that |
| Baldos was Inside the castle, favored,

figure stealthily opened the door ‘0! Don’t mistake the canse of backache. |
Yetive’s chapel and stepped inside. | Ty he cured you must know the eause. |
There was a streak of moonlight It is wrong to imagine relief is cure.
through the clear window at the rurllim-.kachu is kidney ache. You must
end of the room. Baldos, lhis heart | euro the kidl’le B 1
Leating rapidly, stood still for a mo- | I'homas Peden, l‘?tm:k thl.'\'l("'l}' and
ment, awalting the next move in the  (GCT VN LU NSHT, v CINOU |
game. The ghostlike figure of & wom- | ¢ i afit | received from the use of
| an suddenly stood before him in the | Doan’s Kidney Pills has convineed me
path of the moonbeam, a hooded fig- | that that they are a great kidney and
ure In dark robes. He started as If | backache remedy. For a long time'
confronted by the supernatural. !my back pained across the loins and

“Come,” came In an agitated whis- |although I have used many linimenta |
per, and he stepped to the side of the and all kinds of plasters it was the
plm‘ntoru. She turned, and the moon- | 53me old ache until | used Doan’s

= ‘ Kidney Pills. The result of a brief
light fell upon the face of Beverly Cal- | o 01t aatonished me. 1 have not

The girl was near to surrender. Had
it not been for the persistent fear that
her proud old father might suffer from
her willfulness, she would have thrown
down the barrier and risked everything
in the cholce. Her henrt was crylng
out hungrily for the love of this tall,
mysterious soldler of fortune.

“It ls best,” she murmured ﬂnalt}'.l
Later on she was to know the meaning | E
of the pecullar smile he gave her. to say?

“I go because you dismiss me, not
because I fear an enemy. If you |
choose to remember me at all, be just | dently on watch,
enough to believe that 1 am not a
ghaneless coward.”

“You are brave and true apd good,
and I am a miserable, deceitful wretch,”
ghe lamented. “You will seck Ravone
and the others?"

“Yes: they are my friends, They
love my poverty. And now, may It
please your highness, when am 1to go
forth, and In what garb? I should no
longer wenr the honest uniform of a
Graustark gunrd."”

“Leave It to me,

to himself angrily.

P'resently a villalnous looking man,
dressed in the uniform of the gnamls,
stealthily appronehed,
general, but I will get him the next
time,” growled the man,

“Curse you for a fool!” hissed Mar-
lanx through his tecth,
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a close mouth.” And he smiled con-
temptuously.

“1 agree with you,” sald she regret-
fully. “You know how to hold your
tongue.”  He lnughed harshly, “For
once in a way will you answer a ques-

her guard alone.

“I am nt your service, Miss Calhoun,”
he sald easily. His apparent indiffer-
ence stung her Into womanly revolt.

“I was a fool last night,” she sald ab- |

ruptly.

“No: I was the fool. I have been the
fool from the heginning. You shall not
blame yourself, for I do not blame you.
It has been a sweet comedy, a summer
pastime, Forget what I may have sald
to you last night, forget what my eyes
may have sald for weeks and weeks.”

tlon 7"
“I will not promise.” BﬂrICY, Seed Wheat
‘ “You sny that you are Dantan's Grasses and CIOVCI'S

| friend, Ia it trae that he Is to marry |
the daughter of the Duke of Matz, |
Countess Tolanda 7" ‘

“It has been so reported.”

“Ta she heautiful ?"

“Yes; exceedingly.”

“But Is he to marry her?' she Insist-
ed, she knew not why, |

“How should I know, your high-
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“What keeps the scoundrel? he sald
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“Chancellor”

“1 missed him, |

As another
hireling eame up, “What have you got

The man reported that Baldos had
been seen on the baleony alone, evi-

Muarlanx ground his teeth and his

{ boun. “Don’t speak. Follow me a8 | },a( 4 backache sinee I used them and ~
| quickly ns you ean.” I have felt the strengthening effect in /
He grasped her arm, bringing her to | ¢very wav.”
| a standstill. | For sale hy all denl?rs. P]Eit'.e_ I;’:(l Pleases those
| “I have changed my mind,” he whis- | cents. Foster-Milburn Co,, uffalo,
pered in her ear. “Do you think T will :_‘;‘:P;' ork, sole agents for the United who are
run away and leave you to shoulder | ll:(-n.lemher the name—Doan's—atid
the blame for all this? On the balcony luike x '0” i ;
near your window an hour ago I"— l QL - hardest
“It doesn’t make any difference,” she | After The Election.
argued. “You have to go. I want you | to please

to go. If you knew just how I feel to-| - T T T o
ward you you would go without a -"\““ the race ix over e
| murmur.” cleetion, one can take a retrogpeet-

“You mean that you hate me,” he |ive view, and see what we have said

groaned. lor done, and more than likely a
i “I wouldn't be so unkind as to say |score or more of us may have said
| thut,” she fluttered. “I don’t know |{oo much. Some may have told

who you are. Come, we can't delay a |some falschoods, T wonder if any !

| minute. I have a key to the gate at | ... qid anything, for the which his Latest

o e o g oeat. | Oclonce i Tusliing him, .\
1ow where O . = : - b ' « > . .

ed. IIush! It doesn't matter where 1 If it was buying votes in any T

shape it ought to be, and if it was
with whiskey —if he iz a conscien- |
tious man, it ought to he tlaying
him. There was whiskey used here |

[ got the key. See! See how easgy it s
He felt her tense little fingers in the
darkness searching for his. Their hands
! were ley cold when the elasp eame. To- |
| gother they stood in a niche of the wall ‘ in the 2nd primary. A man who
near the chancel rail. 1t was dark, and [ywas here from the opening to the
a cold draft of air blew across thelr | |, g caid there was more used |
faces. He could not see, but there Was | }ie vonp than in six years before. |
fproot enough that she had opened the | [ s-':!.\;' some of the staggering and
1secret panel fn the wall and that the Halling. \We do ot know who fur-|
Idan::{:;uc?:p::ngop:“-rp?ﬁ-h“zm :f,‘”n“',‘,?,ﬁ; !ni.-'hv:i the liquor or means for it, !
o [ but we do know those drinking, and |
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outside the elty walls, ;

“You go first,” she whispered nerv- | who drunk men hurrahed for.  He
| ously. “I'm afrafd. There is a lantern  was elected  of eourse, and to him
| on the steps, and T have some matehes. | whiskey is 2 good thing in its place.
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! “Good gracious!” she gasped.
Cwouldn't go in there for tha world.”

| *“Do you mean to say that you intend
ed to do 807" he asked eagerly.

the key to the outer gate.
pose I'll have to go in.
them off, waon't you?* plaintively.

| what a dear, whimsleal thing she was,
“With my life,” he sald softly.

ghe announced.

ness 7"’ t

“Certalnly. Some one has to return
Oh, T sup-

was smiling In the darkness, thinking

i “They're ten times worse than lions,’

| “You must not forget that you re- Pi.uﬂ.
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