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The Ku <7{/::2' Klan in South Carolina

 Recalls to the Memory of Many UWUnion Citizens
the Murder of NMat Stevens, near WUnion,
by the 4\4-_9:-0 Alilitia.

By Wm. H. Brawley, Uniled States District Judge for South Carolina.
In Centennlal Edition of The News and Couricr.,
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I have been asked to give some
Ku Klux Klan in South Carolina,

number of The AL News and

Courier.

I was never a member of the
Klan and cannot speak from any
personal knowledge of the or-
ganization. I was elected Solici-
tor of the Sixth Circuit, in 1868, ;
which then embraced the Coun-
ties of Chester, Union, York and
Lancaster, the County of Fair-
field being subsequently added.

During the first two years of
my term there was nothing in
the nature of Ku Klux opera-
tions in that circuit, but in the
winter of 1870-71 there were a
great many flagrant violations
of law in the counties of York,
Unmion and Spartapburg, which

gress of what is generally
known as the Ku Klux Act, by
virtue of which President Grant,
some time in the autumn of 1871,
suspended the writ of habeas
corpus in the counties of York,
Chester, Fairfild, Spartanburg,
Laurens, Lancaster, Chesterfield,
Newberry and Marion; the coun-
ty Jof Marion was evidently in-
cluded by a mistake and a subse-
uent proclamation substituted
the county of Union for it.

My duties as Solicitor gave me
cognizance of all violations of
law in the Circuit, and naturall
I became tolerably familiar wit
the subject. ‘' There were nos#u
Klux operations proper in the’
counties of Chester, Lancaster
or Fairfield, and I had no special
knowledge of Spartanburg, which
was not embraced ingmy circuit,

being derived mainly from re-
ports in the newspapers and
from what was developed in the

rosecutions in the United States

ourts in the winter of 1871.

So far as my knowledge and
information go, and I think that
is substantially correct, the op-
erations of the Ku Klux Klan
were cogﬁned ‘;,'o ti‘he %Ol_[l}lt_les of
Spartanburg, York and Union.

While there were riots and
disturbances in some of the other
counties embraced in the procla-
mation, none of them had the
character peculiar to Ku Klux
The trouble at Laur-
ens, for example, just after the
election in October of 1870, when
several ne s were killed, on
account of which Col. Leland
and a number of citizens of the
town of Laurens were arrested
and kept in jail some time, could
not in any sense be called a Ku
Klux outrage. This was mmf_ly
one of those unfortunate collis-
gions between the races, not un-
common in the then disturbed
condition, the causes for which
were on the surface. It occurred
in the day time, with no dis-|

, and had none of the inci-

ﬁents peculiar to the Ku Klux
And so it was with many of
the actg of violence which mark-
ed  fhat period. They were
referred to in Congressional de-
and in the ngwspapers as

It is a mat-
no little difficulty, there-

g excited the country|Klan-and
g}, ,"and led to the p
" by Con

that would be tedious and un-
profitable at this time, tu dis-
criminate between acts of vio-
lence which may be called normal
in the condition of affairs which
then prevailed, and those acts
which could be properly attribu-
ted to the Ku Klux organization,
and when you succeed in elimina-
ting from the account of the Ku
Klux all of the murders ard
whipping and outrages which are
not directly traceable to the
Klan, there will be another and
more serious difficulty in separat-
ing those cases which may fairly
be traceable to the organization,
which presumably had some gen-
eral plan and purpose more or
léss political, and those numer-
ous outrages committeed by
gangs of ruffians in, the name
and under. the disguise -of the
_ which ‘were generally
perpetrated in the gratification
of some private revenge or some
other mean purpose. It is com-
monly believed that the first or-
ganization under that name was
formed in Tennessee and that
its beginning was for the purpose
of having some fun, life being
rather dull in that region. How-
ever that may be, there can be
little doubt that in 1868, as by a
common impulse, all through the
South there were formed some
kind of secret organizations,
called variously the Caucasian
League, the Invisible Empire,
the White Camelia, the Pale
Faces and the Ku Klux Klan.
These were most local organiza-
tions and were probably intended
to serve the same "general pup-.
pose as the Union League, which
was a negro organization,

Most of these organizations
died out, and far as relates to
this State, at least, there is no
evidence that anything was done
by them. In the year 1870, it
will be remembered there was a
political movement under the
name of the Reform party, which
contested the election of Govern-
or Scott, the nominee of the reg-
ular Republican organization.
Judge Carpenter, a Republican,
being the Reform nominee for
Governor, and General Butler the
nominee for Lieutenant Governor,
and it was hoped that the expos-
ures of the cerruption and mis-
government of the Republican
organization might lead the bet-
ter class of Republicans to sup-
port the Reform party.

A vigorous canvass was made
by the Reform candidates, and
there was much political excite-
ment and considerable violence.
During that summer a negro
militia was organized and armed,
and it was char%le.d and generally
believed that this organization
was promoted by Governor Scott
as part of the election machinery
for securing his own re-election,

No_white companies were al-
lowed to form' part of this militia
organization, with the possible
excepbion of one company in Co
lumbia, and the arming of this
col_ored' militia, which was fur-
| furnished with ammunition, was
attended by most unhappy re-
sults. The corruption in the
State Government, the wasteful
and_ profligate expenditures of
public money, the high taxation,

without going into details,

the generally inefficient and ig-
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caused great dissatisfaction, but
the arming -of negroes, and the
insolence excited perhaps” mg
disquietude than all the m
tli'&‘e

causes combined.

About’ this time too, )
were a great many incendiary
fires, but whether they preceded
or followed the Ku Klux crimes
was never definitely established®

1t . foll thu“-%e sion  of
' ;~‘%-'%W?§e‘ “Ku ux Klan
seems to have been reorganized
in the County of York, which
was the scene of its greatest

activity. The organizations

anything had ever been done by
Ku Klux or any like organization
until some time in the winter of
"70-'71. York County lies along
the North Carolina line, and it is
not unlikely that the success of
the Democratic party in that
State in overthrowing the Radical
Government, aided, as it probably
was, by the Ku Klux, stimulated
the organization in that county.
About the laﬁ; day of Decem-
ber, 1870, thert was an occur-
rence near the town of- Union
which led to fearfal consequénces
and probably excited the publie
mind both at home and abroad
more than any other incident in
those troublous times. A young
man named Matt Stevens, who
had lost an arm in the war and
was generallyJiked in Union be-
cause of his good nature and ac-
comodating disposition, was com-
ing to town in a wagon, hauling
a barrel of whiskey, when he
was met a mile or two from town
by the negro military company
which hagr gone out there for
gome purpose. that never was
satisfactorily explained.

He was halted in the road and
some of the ne
for whiskey and he gave them a
flask.. They then took possestion
of the wagon and helped them-
selves out of the barrel. When
Stevens attempted to get away
from them he was shot and his
body mutilated. This atrocious
murder naturally created intense
excitement in the village. The
citizens at once took the arms
from the militia and arrested five
of the men who were supposed
to have been chiefly concerned
in the murder. The deputy
sheriff, who was engaged with
the posse in making the arrest,
was shot at from the house
where some of the militia were
and mortally wounded.

A few nights aiter a band of
Ku Klux, variously estimated
to be 50 to 100 in number, rode
into town, all being disguised,

Lo%l;_the five prisoners from the
county jail w&ﬁn them to
the edge of the town; shot.th

two of the men being killed;

other three were wounded
and escaped, and subse-
quently rearrested. All this was
so quietly done that a great
many of the citizens knew noth-
ing of it until next morning,

The regular term of Court for
Union convened the week follow-
ing, and I went there in the
usual discharge of my duties as
solicitor. Union at . that time
was a quiet little country village
a d such an occurrence as this
naturally caused great excite-
ment. Upon my arrival I went
to_the jail to see the wounded
prisoners and to ascertain, if I
could, whether they had any
clue to the identity of any of the
band. One of the men had been
a waiter at the Tavern, where 1
had been in the habit of stopping
and I knew him very well. The

oor fellow was terror stricken.

e was badly wounded and was
still under the spell of the fearful
night through which he ‘had
passed. He said that he did not
recognize any of the men: that
they had been taken from the

jail in the early moin g by men

gisguiscd,
and carried to the edg&0ftown,
not a word being spoken on the

road. There were several per-
sons with me when I made this
visit to the jail.

Subsequently I had a messa
from the boy that if I could be
seen alone he wanted to tell me
something, and 1 went back to
jail. He then said that he was
gure that if it was known that he

had reeognized any of the Ku

| A
norant local officals, na\turall:,rr

frequent exhibitions of reekless | he

It was during the early winter}.

which had been formed in 1863§ &
had practically died out, or atli
least there was no evidence that

oes asked him |imake’:
Hipeed
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Ad ~disclosed it, he
id. I thought that
~told him that if
Bany information I
let'it be known that I
nowledge as to the
ho were on this raid
S had so far quieted
“he would be protected.
upon gave me the names
men, whom he said he
= .
parse, kept this inform-
-stric#. coufidence, and
¥1d anyone that I had any
owing well that his life
mnent peril if any such
gre had been made.
time six or eight mem-
bf the militia company,
with the murder of
8, had been arrested and
all.
g the court met on Mon-
ilter a conference with the
ilawyers of Union, it was
fthat the public mind was
e a state of excitement
[#E murder of Stevens that
it wad doubtful that fair trial of
his alleged murders could be had
at that term, and that the case
should ‘be cuntimaed.

The judge of the circuit was a
Republican, and while he was
not very highly thought of as a
judge, there was nobitterness in
him and he was not especially
unpopular. He was in a very
unhappy state of mind, however.
during the whole of that term.
We stopped at the same tavern,
and on two or three nights he
had his bed brought into my room
and slept there. I never thought
that h@Was in any danger. The
week following the term at
Union, he was in Columbia,
where jonfe proceedings looking
to his removal from office had
been ccmmenced, for causes hav-
ing no'relation to these troubles
now u%ier consideration.

there he was induced to
a order somewhat in the
tineofa M‘é& of habeas corpus,
: x the sheriff  of Union to
bringThe prisoners charged with
the murder of Matt Stevens to
Columbia, This order was car-
ried to Union by a colored man
not in any way connected with
the court, and given to the sheriff,
who, owing to its irregular form,
consulted some of the lawyers at
Union as to whether he should
obey it, and there was a delay of
a day in the execution of the
order.

It would have been the part of
wisdom to have removed the
prisoners from Union in the then
excited state of the publie mind,
but it was very unfortunate that
it should have been attempted in
the bungling way in which it was
done, for the information had
gotten out somehow that the
prisonerss*were to be taken to
Columbia, and on the night be-
fore they were to be taken there

h‘w of Ku Klux said to be
our or five hundred, rode into
town, them out and killed
them. . organization must
ave been strong in numbers,
when such a large body of men
could be assembled upon such
short notice.

I do not remember any other
occasion in which the Ku Klux
Klan operated upon such a large
scale, but such was the apparent
power of the organization, and
such the awe that it inspired,
that from early in January, 1871,
it was felt that the counties of
York and Union were to a great
extent dominated by i,

The immediate ‘effects of this
raid upon the Union jail and of
gome of their operations in York
was the breaking up of the com-
panies of negro militia and some
of the more obnoxious officials
were under threats led to resign.

F. M. FARR, President,
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law, he was arrested and put in
Jail. He really had had no con-
nection with any outrages,
there was nothing against him
but his own boastul declarations,
and he was released upon the
filing of affidavits by his family
and friends that he was such a
liar that he could not be believed!

This case illustrates the effect
produced upon the more foolish
part of the community. The more
Jjudicious looked with grave ap-
prehension upon the unloosening
of a monster which threatened
the very existence of organized
society. There is reason to be-
lieve that in the beginning the
Klan was under the control of
men of good standing, who be-
lieved that they could direct its
energies towards the accomplish-
ment of public purveses hene-
ficial to the community. Subse-
quent developments dizsclosed the
names of those who were at the
head eof the Klans that were
broken up, but I do net think
that there were any that could
be fairly called leaders in the
State.

If they had been men of real
ability and foresight they would
have foreseen that it is in the
very nature of secret societies,
engaged in lawless operations, to
fall under the control of the most
violent and most reckless, and
that in fashioning an instrument
of such cremendous potentialities
for mischief, there was danger
of great abuses.

What might naturally be ex-
pected to happen did happen—

and | speak,

!tlloy shall be brought before the
bar of that great tribunal, so to
L that incomprehensible
tribunal, there will be found. in
the fact of their penitence, or in
their previous lives, some grounds
upon which God may say par-
don.”

I think that the explanation of
much that oceurred in this region
in the spring of 1871 is to be
found in social and economie,
rather than in political causes,
and while it is probably true that
the organizers of the Klans
looked to the accomplishment of
seme political ends through this
mstrumentality their followers
soon  got bevend their econtrol
and most of the outrages were
due to the fixed and deliberate,
though probably unavowed pur-
pose, of driving the negroes out
of the country.

The first man that was mur-
dered by the Ku Klux in York
county was Tom Roundtree, a
thrifty, industrious and success-
ful negro, who lived near the
North Carolina line, in a com-
munity where there were but
few negroes. Iprosecuted three
men for this murder, all of whom
prove alibis to the satisfaction of
the jury.

Two of the men charged were,
I think, innocent: as to the other
there was ground for a reason-
able doubt, the men being dis-
cuised there may "haVe been a
mistake as to their identity.
Roundtree held no office, and I
could see no motive for the kill-

for some months there was pan- |
demonium. Bands of ruffians in |
disguise rode about the country |
at night committing nameless
crimes. To what extent the|
regulaaly organized Ku Klux
Klans were engaged in this work
of murder and terrorism it is im-
possible to say, for it was easy ]
to assume the name and disguise |
for the purpose of wreaking pri- |
vate vengeances or for other!
vicious objects.

Mr. Reverdy Johnson, who tle-[
fended the Ku Klux prisoners
that were brought to trial in the
following December, thus refers |
to these outrages: i

“But Mr. Attorney General has |

ing, except that fierce race
hatred, which is strongest among
those who, in woridly estate, are
most nearly on the same plane,
and most likely to be in compe-
tition with the negro as laborer
or as renter of lands.

It may well be asked how it
was that ina country calling
inself Christian and civilized,
such a state of affairs could be
endured. It is to our great

;shame, discredit and injury that
{erime was

allowed to run ram-
pant and unpunished for so long
a time.

Several things may be said, not
by way of excuse for our short-
comings, but in explanation.
IYirst, it may be said that an or-

remarked, and would have you!ganization that could bring to-
suppose, that my friend and gether upon short notice five
myself are here to defend, justify | hundred or athousand horsemen,
or to palliate the outrages that|armed and disguised and bound
have been perpetrated in your |together by most solemn oaths,
State by this association of Ku|moving mysteriously in the dark-
Klux. He makes a great mistake ness, already stained with human
as to both of us. I have listened | blood, and with the callousness
with unmixed horror to some of that followsa blunted COHSCienCE.
the testimon-‘r which has been !I was ‘\\'Cll caleulated to e.x{:ite fear
brought before you. The out-|and in a rural community, where
rages proved are shocking to hu- i there were no organized forces
manity; they admit of no excuse of pol ce pr.tction, men were
or justification; they violate every | loth to antagonize a power all the
obligation which law and nature | more to be dreaded, because of
imposes upon men; they show |the mystery which did not admit
that the parties engagod were | the measuring of its force.
brutes, ingensible to the nhlig’al»i Sceond, some of the early
tions of humanity. The day will! demonstrations were secretly a;i-
come, however, if it has not al-| proved of as being directed to-
ready arrived, when they will|wards the remedy of real griev-
deeply lament it. Iiven if justice | ances and the punishment of real
shall not overtake them, there is|eriminals.

one tribunal from whiech there is

The governor called in the arms
of the dishanded companies and
appointed better men to the va-
cated offices and the result was|
that a great many men that ordi- |
narily were upholders of law, |
while feebly deploring the meth-
bods so far approved the ends ac-
complished, that the Ku Klux

wis@as a sort of ‘‘saviour of
" - ;

A pa.rticuleirly foo]is'ﬁnféﬁp
the son of. a former Governor,

Klan does not seem to have car-
ried on its operations at all, was
so outspoken in approval and so
boastful of his connection with
it that when at a later day his

gty

no escape. It is their own judg-
ment, that tribunal which sits in
the breast of every living man— |
that small, still voice that thrills|

through the heart, the soul of|
the mind, and as it speaks, gives |

of conscience, the voice of God.

was looked upon by the un- If it has not already spoken to

them in tones which have startled
them to the enormity of their

W |conduet; I trust in the mercy of

Heaven that that voice will speale

residing in a county where the | before they shall be called above

to account for the transactions
of this world; that it will so speak
as to make them penitent; and
that, trusting in the dispensa-
tions of Heaven, whose justice

county was putunder martial 18 dispensed with mercy, when'

Third, and chiefly, the State
Government was such thatit was
not supported by the publie opin-
ion of the better element of the
State, and there would have been
general acquiescence in its over-

throw by an
happiness or torture—the voice| y any msthods however

violent and revolutionary. It is

| impossible here to describe fully

i the kind of Government that was
| established in  South Carolina
runder the Reconstruction Acts.
{ Mr. James 8. Pike, a Northern
Fivadt and “a Republican, who  had
I been Minister of the United States
cat The Hague, appointed by Mr,
CLincoln, and who gpent the winter
of 1873 in Columbia, thus deseribes
it:

——

(Continued on last page.)
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