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OUR MILITARY SYSTEM.
REPORT

Of the Committee on Military and Pen-
siong on tAe Presentment of the (Grand
Juryof Lextngton, asking for a chanye in
the Mititia System of the State; and.
alse, on Resolutions from the House ask-
irg for the Appointment of a Military
€Commission,

The Committee on Military and Pensions,
to whom was referred the presentment of
the Grand Jury of Lexington, presenting
the present Military system “as the veriest
humbug of the age,” and asking for its
abolishient, or alteration in certain particu-
Iars; and, also, Resolutions from the House
of Representatives asking for the appoint.
ment of a Military Commission, to whom
shall be referred the condition of the Mili-
tary service of this State, beg leuve to Re-
port :

That they have had the same under con-
sideration, aud find that many complaints,
from various purts of the State, have come
up tothe Legislalure, yenr after year,
against the onerous duties now
upon the citizen soldier by the present sys-
tem. Many of these complaints as<k for
changes in certain  particalars,—some for
the abolishient of the petty musters, and
others ask for a volunteer system, bascd
upon proper regulations; but none have
gone so far as the Grand Jury in Lexington,
as to pronounce the system a humbng. Nor
do your Committee concur with that Grand
Jury, in denouncing the present Military
organization as a greal imposition upon the
people of the State; but, on the contrary,
they find in the system the wisest and mont
ealutary regulations for the government of
an enlightened ard civilized people, and
they are fully satisfied that mach of the
glory that has been achieved by the citizen
soldiers of the State, both at home and on
the plains of Mexico, is due to  the spirit
which the present system has infused into
the citizen soldiery of vur State,

There are many persons in ditferent parts
of the State, who are not only loud in their
complaints against the present system, but
bave set their face, as it were, against any sys-
tom that looks to a Military organization of
the paople. Your Committee wonll ask those
persons, who are disposed to pull down the
present system, how would they aid and
nusist the civil authorities in the maintain-
ance of the supremacy of the law} Were
there not some sort of a Military organiza-
ticn, the violatorsof the law would put
your civil officers at  defiance,—1lie mun
dates of your courts would go unexecuted,
—man witld bave to arm himself against
his fellow. man,—the rights of persons, even
life itfelf, would becowme insecure,—force
and mob-law would supersede all wise regu-
lations, and anarchy and confusion wonll
reign supreme. Such has become the fate
of those nations which have not preserved
and kept in readiness a well organized
Military ; and such would become our fute,
were this Legislature ta grant the demand
of those captious and disaffected persons,
who would have the present system abolish-
ed. Therg never was that law or system
of laws enacted, for the government of a
civilized people, which was not opposed or
denounced by persons who are disaffvcted,
and by thgse-who are unwilling to muke
any sacrifices for the common good, and
bence the necessity for this Legisluture to
watch closely all innovations upon wise
regulations, which have been tested by time
and expericuce.

The great fault to any system of laws is
not 80 much in the law itself, but it is that
the law is not fully and properly executed
by those charged with its execution. This
negligence or incapacity on the part of offi-
cers, frequently produces in the mind of the
citizen a disgust and contempt for. the law,
pnd frequently remains a dead letter upon
our Statute Book, and hence we find 50
much complaint against certain regulations
and laws. We know, however, that there
are many excellent and well meaning officers,
both of the law and military, who endeavor
to porform their duty faithfully ; but there
are many who, either an account of incupa-
gity or negligence in the performance of
their respective duties, bring contempt and
derision upon the law. Hence when we
poime to examine into the true cause of the
complaint, we will be more apt to find no
fault in the law itself, but in its want of ex-
pcution. In this country thero are few
persons who are so disinterested and patri-
otic as to contribute their time und services
for the good of the State, withaut compen-
sation, where there exist no Apparent neces-
sity for the szcrifice. This indifferonce on
thg part of the citizen, or negligence in the
performance of duty, is more often produced
by not epforcing the due execution of the
law, or, if execyted, baving it perfornied
by persons totally incapable of having the
wmhd according to the letter and
spirit ; and hence we find the apposition to
the performance of the Military duty now
seldired by law. h

' Inalhciyilized natipns, some sort of Mili.
tary btganization has been found absolutely
neomsary for the protection of the persons
ned’ property of its citizens, o Europe

imposed |

they rely upon their standing  armies, cost-
ing illions of money, composed of levies
and conscripts,—persons forced 1o perform
military duty, and serve a  country where
their feelings and affections are not enlisted.
In this Confederacy the case is diffrent.
We rely upon the patriotism of our citiaen,
and upon our eitizen soldiery, to aid and
assist the civil authorities in - muaintaining
the supremncy of the law.  Although rely-
ing upon this prineiple which ought to
govern every well disposed citizen, still
thiere has occurred in some of the Northern
States outbursts of the populace, which
seemed for the moment to be upon tha eve
of turning everything that pertains to law
and order, into anarchy and confusion. Yer,
in every instance where the military have
been ealled in to aid and assist the eivil
:|L|t1|urilu.=-, the supremacy of the law lias
been maintained aml peace restored.

In the Southern States, it is true that we
have not such a mixed race as they have t
the Nortl, yet we bave a race of peaple
under our management and control, who
if lcft alone under their present benign sys-
tem of treatinent, would be an obedient
and loyal people 5 but they  are exposed 1o
the tamperings of lawless and  abandoned
wretches, who neither fear God nor respect
the rights of their fellow man.  Snch men
huve been in our midst, and past experience
teaches that it is wise to be prepared to
meet all emergencies. and hence the neces-
sity of a well regulated military service.
Indeed, the citizen soldiery in a Re-publican
Government forms the only bulwarks of
the peace and hapuiness of our people, This
principle has always been recognized in this
country, and especially in Sowth  Carolina.

Your Committee are satisfied that the

present military  organization of the Siate
into Divisions, Brigades, Regiments, Battal-
ions and - Companies, is  wise aml proper.
No system, so perfect in - every arm of the
service us the present one, could Lo devised
or planned, and therefore it should not be
hastily  abandoned. At the same time,
vour Committee are of the opinion, that the
time bas come when the practical operations
of the system shoukd be examined by com-
petent persons 3 whose duty it should be to !
see whether it could not be  so modificd as :
1o relieve it of burdens, and |
adupt it to the wants and condition of vur
peeple. Your Committee are satisfied that
the present oncrous  feature of  the system
could be got risl off. by allowing the citizen
the privilege of cither doing  military duoty
or paving a small  commutation s money,
That instead of the present Militia duty, ne
required by law, we  estublish a Voluuteer
System. In timne of peace there is not that
demand for the rigorours exactions of mili-
tary duty, from each citizen. as would be re
quired when threatened by an  invasion or
insurrection.
From past experience your Commitee
are satisfied, that n> wen can  be better re-
lied on, in an emergeney, than the Volun-
teers of our State,  They should be encour
aged all over the State, in Infantry, Artilery
or Cavalry. They will form  the nevcleus,
around which the Militia of the State can
rally and the money that would be rais-
ed by commutation should be given to the
Volunteer organizations, and in this way
many men would be induced to  join the
Volunteer service, and in a short time we
would see Volunteer Companies, Battalions
and Regiments, springivg vp all over the
State, .

The Police of onr Siate, which is mad»
entirely dependant in the country upon the
present Military organization, would not be
disturbed by the proposed change. The
Militia of the State would be enrolled as
they are now, and the Volunteers of the
country would come under this enrollment
for patrol duty. The City and Town Vol.
unteers would remain, as they are now,
under the municipsl authority of the City
and Town in which they live.

Your Committee, therefore, in view of the
facts before them, recommend that the Res-
olutions from the House, asking for the ap-
puintmeni of a Military Commission, to
take into consideration the condition of the
Military service, be conourred in by Lhe
Senate. ;

Respectfully submitted.
J. FOSTER MARSHALL,

Chairman.

A good deaoon, makiog an official visit
to a dying neighbor, who was a very chur-
lish 2nd universally unpopular man, put the
usual question ; * Are yon willing to go,
my friend 1" * Oh, yes,” sngd the sick man,
“Iam" “Well, snid the simple-minded
deacon. “I am glad you are, for the neigh-
bhors are willing "

————eee

The ereed of a politieal “ whang-doodle”
party, according to the New Qrleans Bul-
letin, is extremely simple, ta wit 1 Office
apd whisky. Qccasionally it is reversed,
and it is whisky and office. The “ whang_
doodles” can be found everywhere.

—_———

“ Are you a skilful mechanic ¥’ -4 Yes,
sir,” “ What can you make " “Oh, al-
most anything in my line.® Can you make
8 devil 1*° “ Cortainly,  just 'put up your
foot and T wiil aplit it in three-reconds. |

ils onerous

f;:_e_r saw 3 e’hqp in my life that requires

ABBEVILLE C. 1, SOUTII CAROLINA, FRI
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INOIDEN-'T.B OF THE
MEXICAN CAMPAIGN,

BY A MEMBER OF THE PALMETTO REGIMENT.

The Alvarado Expedition,
[Coxtiven, ]

Cany Parverro, April 2L —We now Ilulnght
of nothing clse but remnining in canp for il.e
day ; becase we had heard that Alvarado lisnd
surrondered 1o Licut. Hunter of the U. 8. N,
Whether this was so or not, commamndera of
Regiments hind sent out Inrge details from
each, for the purpose of killing beeves, and
about the time we were antivipating the re-
turn of the parties, we were ordered on the
march encore, at 10 o'cleck n.m. Our route
now lny along the shores of the Gulf, the whale
distanee to Alvarado some 17 miles—1the bound-
less waste w8 waters on our left, and o row of
tall denwded elitfs on ver vight, and the parch-
ed sunds beneath our feet, was all the vuriety
this day's seenery afforded A rulde cross, sup
ported by a cluster of stoues, snon warked the
apot where some unfortunate one had fallen,
perhups hy lawless hands,  And here it is ae-
counted a pious aet for one, passing by to adil
still another stome o Early in the
day, 8 picce of A ery broke down andn
small guard was left with i

o pile.

This point scems
to have offered a rallying place to nnmerons

I 5 from the ranks, who [mrlmps unahle
to procewd from physieal alfections, or other-
wise insdifferent about  the honors conseqguent
upon the ennquest of a city, remuined around
the disabled gun o greet our veturn,  They
snid the natives visited them in numbers, and
supplicd them with  fowls fruits  and vegeta
bles without pecuninry renmneration or only
such as they saw proper to beatow ; wnd | in-
fer that was not much,  We suffered this day
more than any previouz one,
tunce traversed

heeatiay the dis—
was somew hnt preater 3 und
we had besides our former fatignes o contend
with. The men began o lag behivd ns he |
mareh progressed, whilst we were strung along
from our recent encampinent to Alvarado, 1t
was growing lnte, in the day when we arrived
at Alvarado. The vessels of war were viding
quictly at anchor Lelore the eity  now alrendy |
in possession of Licut. Hunter  Some military
shores were enptured amd also two  small gov-

ernment vessels,  The lutter compris

1 proba
The anhahi
mile trncks

They ear-
vied with them wll theie movedibs ploader. A
few superannuated inen and women were all |

bly nll belonging to their Navy.
tinnt= to the vumber of 3 000 |

long before we arrived in hearing.

. |
whe remnined to weleome the Mmerican A rmy,
Lieut Huuter was  severely censurel by his |
riperior ofli ers fur the
trausaction.  Peobabily

part he bore e this |

they were envious of |
him likewize, for Luving havvested o himseif o 1
a few slim honors, Bt subseguently Congress

eindorsed his conduct by pronating  him to a |
higher gricle.  Alvarado is rathor ponrly siu- i
ated for unlitary defensze: otherwise iz loea

tion iz well selected.  The Alvarads, o brond |
clene stream Bows softly by the town ; ita plg, |
eid bosom s studded  with numerous [l ands, i
while gnrdens and flowers, and groves of trop.
ical frait trees, envivon their fertile sharea. The
eity is well buiit and the Cathedreal s n bean-
tiful building and chaste in its desizn. We
Lave npproprigted  nlurge private vesidence
{(which we fourdd steipped and vaeated) to o
tesnporal nse,

his night’s feasting fnid ull ot |
far in the shade. Come
listen nli ye old gou'y Ep-cures as well as Dys-
pepties trom over feedimg, while I portray 10
your jaded appetites, a list of royul daintiea—
suup made from the ehuice purts of a river tor
tle, and u stew made of the  posteriors appen—
duage ofa fut youne Alligator ; and to whic)
were added turtle eggs, fresh  fish, sea cralis
and fresh wheat bread, besides  other veop eti-
bles too voluminous to mention.  Alligntor flesh
was new Lo me, and while I waa halting upon !
certain individual seruples about its propriety, !
others were smaeking their lips with gusto, and
all hands mnite:d inits praises, while eqguuj i
thanks were being awarded oor Abbeville
friend for having brought it on his back for the
past 20 miles. We were most agreeably enter-
tuiued the remainder of the evening with the
nidventures of 5. P, Co. 1L, who hended one of |
the beef details sent out in  the morning. e
said they traversed miles of the  praivie with
out being able to get within gun shot of the |
cattle because of their wilduess, and were fam
ished for water. They made for one of those
green spots which like o desert onsis marked
the presence of moisture. They found some
deep wells, and saw the sparkling fluid, but
beyond their utmost reach. Our narrator fell
upon an expelient whish few would have
thovght of ; having cut Lwo long poles and lash:
ed them fast in the eentre, he tied his brogan
to one end, and drew up asufficient supply of
water for all the party. Atthis momenta
large herd of cattle were scen coming tawards
them, which perhaps were secking the same
shadedn which they were reclining. J, B., the
Lest shotin the party now made ready and
fired with complete success. Some ranche.
ros who lad observed their operations, came
up with Jarge knives and assisted them about
the butchering, in the mean timé, that they
might take oare of the offal with which they
went away well eatisfied. We were not so
comfortably located for the night ns we had
imagioed ; for we were toymented out of sleep,
by the vermin which appesr to nhghit the
domicils of all cloeses. Besides the sand fliea
and musqueloes ara quite as nipnepans as the
are about the village of Madelon. In addition
we were subjected to the poisonaus thing of a
spacieg of aut whose presence Wagynost anuoy-
ing. April 8d. We are ordered to remain in
Alvaradq yntil to-marrow for the purpose of
recruiting qur physical energies, which by the
way they vdstly needed, During the dgy we
diversified our pastimes in lopking at the city
enyiregs, and in  bathing aud angliog ; from
Appcarances weo are in tho midst of tropical
life, and trepical scenery. Tne gil is unmur—
passed for its fertility which kept continually
moigt by a homid atmosphere aiid de-
posile, vegetable matter sttgined an astonish.
ing strength and beauty. Nature sesms to be
in excess with everytbing.

Those planta, vines aud flowerets, are matted
and waven together, %hile the remaining in-
Yogssioss are filled with {ngusgerable pardsivie

our previous duings

¢ turey the other ssociery,

I — T —

plants, that secin to be inn constant se
which ghall attain the uppermast position
in nearer proximity to the scorchmgs -
While the enraptured faney  feasts upon
perpetunl gcenery of this eternnl sunnmer,
sublime moral enforees itself upon our con
ston ; thal propertion as vegetable matter
vanees to such unparallelled growth, human
relrogrades—enn=g3 so antagonistienl, that
can never he separated vor amalgamnted
the wisdom ofman.  Some of the men v
five miles up the rviver; they stated  that
forest was [urger and wilder and  more luy
nut, and that monkeys and parrots were
king the woods resound with their merrim
They alsu oliserved the beautiful bird of I
dise in numbers ; the natives of this eow
nre necessarily shovt-lived.  The atmosphe
poisonuus, and the venomous inseets feed o
the vituals of the people. Serofulons dise - .
in their worstjlorm, and virulent fevers are
ular pall=b. arers to the tomb.  The inhabit
having made the discovery that we woulld
ent them e fusy returning  to their busi
jrarsuita,

The huntera have opene® n market, w
is nbundautly furnished with fraita, fowls,
and every variety, whiel the tropies aft -« -
Their water melons are fine 0s regards 1.
size but wanting in  flavor. Among the
eles on exhibition and for sale were two e o
rably shaped game cocks ; one of the Lwo . .1
t d a fice pair of golden ear-bobs, They v -
rated at 825 and #30 ench.  This alternom
the sick and disabled were munatered befor
Regimental Surgeons for examination.
seene that followed might be termed a
exlabition. The erowd numbers 60 odd :
most of whom  were suffering  from  wove *
These organs of some of them were Llist
from heel to toe, while others were really »
Many of these poor  fellows never  caw 10

homes nor even their comrades again, =

Pofthem hnd been my school fellows in fo -

years, and latterly comnanons of this fuliy
march,  They were placed on board the
stls of war amd transported to the Im.q.itn
Vern Cinz, where they  died, Space  will
adiitof theiv nmnes  in this acconnt, yeb ity
fofry patrivtism and vasullied devotion 1o
Interests of our common  land, are deeply
graved upon the memories of  their conpg
men wmd he

hearts amd  sympathies of 1
Agrecalily to the s
st of thit or 5

nlso died. they

fricmds.
et ol Lhe

B

SUEvIving
thew and

Amderson, who

cshnefully neclected  on bonrd of the me

wite uwted the wants of the sick

tnntbended 1o,

were wl

(ro me cosTINUED.)

Errecror oxe's Occrrariox.— Dow
the wmutest division of hman ocenpi
it will be found that the men whose per
Lrings them in contact with inanimnate
ture, enjoy their avocation maeh more 1,
those who conversant  with huma
and all the madifieations of the sorial
moral systean. Champort observers 110
the writers on physics, natural history, pl

nre

ology, chenpstry, have been generally vion

of mnd, even,  amd h;-pp_\- Lemperamen i,
while an the contrary, the writers on politics,
legislation, and vven morals, commonly  ca
hibitedl o melancholy  and fretful spirit.—

i Nothing more simpley the former stuied s

One elass contem-
plates the work of the great B, the oth-
er fixes its observation upon the  work  of
man; the results must be different. The
nymphs Calypso, as there earessed and fon-
dled the intint Cupid, became ungonciously
preoetrated with his flaaney and if the power
of luve be thas subtile, that of hatred is, un-
fortunately, not less pervading,  We cannot

“handle hnman passions, even to play  with

them, without imbibing some portion  of
thu'lr:u:rinmuy. anvimore than we can gath-
er lowers amid the nettles without being
stumr.  Into everything human a spirit of
party becomes igsinuated, and seli-love is
perpetually forcing us to taste of his bitter-
vess<: hut there is no rivalry with nature; our
pride does not revolt at ker superiority, nay,

i we fiml a pure and holy calmin contem-

plating her magesty, before which we bow

| dow® with mingled feelings of del.ght and

reverence.  Contrast this with the effect
produced upon us by liuman grandeur und
clevation, 1lenco the eharm of solitunde; it
J'lnces us in communion with things, where-
as suciety fixes our regard upon man.—XN,
Y. Ledger.

———i—

Look vr.—Without doing this, ana ean
hardly rise in the world. At our fect is,
indeed, the earth, with its many landmarks
of tortune and paths of toil; bat above are
the stars— the eternal stars—shining down
upan the proudest monuments of earth, and
calling the soul upward with its aspiration
and its thought. ~For the source of light in
the patural world—to catch the beams of
the sun gs they grlide the mountains, we must
laok upj and farther, higher, must we look
for that light of life which transcends the
glory of the sun, Upward he wings his
flight, kingliest of birds; and quard 80813
the lark, “singing at heaven's gate "—
Upwards shoot spires, and column, and
mast, agd banner staff and upward flashes
the philosipher's vision and heros sword.
Look up, or there shall be no “Jacobs' lad-
der,” no *“fame’s proud temple,” no Olym-
pian heihts, Thou may'st have to do with
earth, but master it. Huomble work may
claim the fand, but look the while ang strive
for bigher. 1e not content with a lgvel life
the true is uot only forward, but up. Loy-
altygroyalty, hope apd trivmph, are not
down in the dust, groveling, Lpt up, buoy-
ant and skywnrd. Look up for mark and
goal, logk op for guidance eod witness.—
“Futher,” said a thonghtful boy, whosa
parents intgnt on A safe theft, was peering
on every side to see that therp ware no wit.
nesses, “Fathen you have not looked upt”
Forever God nees and calls, and watehes and
makes record, and @od s up, high upin the
heavens. Loolkrup, then, O earth dpliver,
and whilg heeding that whiclrconcerns thee
beneath, mgre that which most con
cerns thee above, Keep the compass to
the stare, aud all will be well—N. ¥, Led-
o, ' *

vy wiks . PR |
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Yol et n dpaled e .',!:-rl’
baca upon Uis ivvery viject of viilnge chiv-
alry.  The maidens left their looms and
quilting framos, the ehildren their noisy
sports, the slaves their lubors, and the old
men their arm-chiuirs and long pipes, to wit-
ness and triumph in the suceoss of the vie-
tor.  All prophesied and  wished that it
woull be young Carroll. e was the hand-
somest and hest  humored  vouth in the
country ; and all knew that a stronyz mutual
attachment existed botween him and the
fuir Annette.  Carroll had won the reputa-
tion of buing the “best leaper ;" and in a
country where such athletio achievements
were the sine qua non of a man's cleverness,
this was no ordinary honor,

The areon allotted far this bymenial con-
test was a level space in front of the village
inn, and near thoe centre of a grass plat, re-
served in the midst of the village, denomina-
ted the “green.”” The verdure was quite
worn off at this plce by previous exercises
of a similar kind, and a hard surface of sand,
more befitting for what it was used, supnlied
its place,

The father of the lovely, blushing, and
withal, happy prize, (for she well knew who
would win,) with three ather patriarchal
villagers were the judges appointed to de-
cide upon the claims of the several competi-
tors, The last time Carroll tried his skill
at this exercise, he “cleared,” to use the
leapers’ plirasealogy, twenty-one feet and
one inch,

The signal was given, “and by lot the
young men stepped into the arena,

“Edward Grayson, geventeen feet,” cried
one of the judges. The youth had done
his utmost. He was a pale, intellectual
student. Bul what was intellect ta do in such
an arena} Without a laok at the maiden,
he left the ground.

“Dick Boulden, nineteen feat.” Dick,
with a4 laugh, turned away, and replaced
bis-coat.

“Harry Preston, nineteen foat and threp
inches, Well done Harry Preston 1" cried
the spectators, “you have tried bLard for the
acres und homestoad,” Harry also laughed,
and swore he only jumped for the fyn of
the thing. Harry was a rattle-brain fellow,
but neyer thought. of matrimony. He
loved to walk, and talk, and laugh, and
romp with Annette, but sober marringe
never came into his head, He _?nlj' jurop-
ed for the fun-of the thing, He would not
have eaid so, if he was snre of winning,

“Charley Simms,.fiteen. feat nnd a half,
Hurra for Oharley !ll.win I” asied the crowd,
;uod hlunonc]l;.. W ilay Simuais wes 'the

-
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WILIOLE NUMBER 200t

cllow in the workl, 1lis mother

t i to stay at home, and told him

¢ a wife, sho should full in love with

temper rather than his legs, Char-

er, mive the trinl o the latter’s
<8, and lost.  Many refused toen- |
- altogher,  Others made the trial, !
one of the leapers yet eleared |
[ 18
v eried the villagers, “lets see

rroll, Ile cught to

i strive for o

Lieat this,” i
c1v one appeared, as they  called to |

her brow, and a murmur of surprise ran
joyfully through the crowd, “perhaps thera
is some favored youth among the crowd,
who hasa higher claimto this jewel,
Young, sir,” he continued, turning to the.
surprised Ienry, methinks you were the
victor on the list before; I strove not for
the mmniden—thovugh one could mnot welk
fuirer—but from love for the
manly sport in which [_saw you engnged.
You are the victor, and, as such, with the
permission of  this worthy assembly, you

nutual love of the last gompetitor | will receive from my hand the  prize yow
reet Anvette, ns il they heartily | have so well and so honorably won.”

| SleCess, 'I
!

stepped to his pest  with a firm

tiseye  glaneed with  confilence | weeping  for pure  joy.

The youih sprang forward and grasped
his hand with gratitude, avd Annette stood
The welkin rang

won the villagers, and rested, be- | with the acclamations of the delighted vil-

uided forward, upon  the face of |
s if to eateh therefrom that spirit | produced by this act, the stranger withdrew
called | from the crowd, mounted his

arning  the  encovraging glance | spurred him at a Lrisk trot through the vil-

wee which the oceasion
h shie met his own, with a proud

21 hig lips he bounded forward,
v-one  feet and a halt)” shouted
v ude, repeating the announcement
Tes; “twenty-one feet  and a half
Carroll  forever— Aunnetto and

= eaps and  handkerchiefs, waved
and the
1e delighted Aunette sparkled with

cends of tho spectators,

lagers, and, amid the temporary excitement
liorse, and

tlage.  That night Henry aml Aunetto wero
smarriced, and the health of  the mysterious
';luu:l nobile-hearted stranger was drank in
| overfowing bumpers of rustic beverage,

In process of time, there was born unto,
i the pair sons and daughters, and Henry
| Carroll had become Colenel Hency Carroll,
I'of the Levointionary army,
| One evening, having returned  home, af-
] ter 2 hard enmpaign, ns he was sitting, with,
i bis family on the gallery of his handsoma

ve Henry  Carroll moved to the sta- | country residence, nn advance courier roda

-rive for the prize, a tall, gentleman-
nan, in a  military undress frock
iind rode upto the inn, dismount-

i, omed the spectators, unperceived,
contest was  going on, stepped
orward, and with a knowing eye
deliberately the space accomplish-
vt last leaper.  Ile was
age. [iis handsome face and
s4 attracted the attention of the
s+ dens, and his manly and sinewy
which  symmetry and strength
ily united, called forth the adini-
10 young men,
", sir, stranger, you_.Lle,biuk you
wt ¥ said one of the bystanders,
+-. the wanner in which the eyes
< <ovaager seanned thearena,  “If you
i.ryond Henry Carroil, you'll beat
w23t an in the Colonies.”
« 11 b of the observation was assented

L) L R eral murmur,
i

a stranger

tavh

Ieoa

= ' mere amusement you are pur-
astime?” inquired the youthful
“or is there a prize for the win-

.@, the lovelicst and wealthiest of
T re maidens, is to  be the reward of
boo e eried one of the judges,
*1s the list open to all 27

“All, young sir,” rveplied the father of
Annette, with interest, his  youthful a:dor
rising ns he surveved the proportions of the
straight-limbed stranger.  “She is the bride
of him who ean out leap Ilenry Carvoll, If
you will try, you are at liberty to do so.
But let me tell you TIfenry Carroll has no
equal in Virginia, Ilere is my daughter,

sir; look at her and make yvour trial”

The officer glaneed at the trembling :
maiden, about to be offered  wpon the altar

of her father's monomania, with an admir-
ing eve. The poor girl lovked at  Harry,
who stood near with a troubled brow and
an angry eye, and then cast upon  the new
competitor an imploring glance.

Placing lis coat in
the judges, hie drew a sash lie were beneath
it tighter around his  waist, and taking the
appointed stand, made, without effort, the
bound that was ta decide the happiness or
misery of Henry and Annectte.

“Twenly-two feet and an inch !” shouted
the judge. The sliout was repeated with
surprise by the speciators, who crowded
around the victor, filling the air with von-
gratulations, mingled, ‘howerer, with lond
murmurs from those who were more nearly
interested in the happiness of tho lovers.

The old man approached, and grasping
his hand exultingly, enlled him son, and
snid he felt prouder of him than if he were
aprince. Physical activity and strength
were the cld leaper’s true patents of no-
bility.

Resuming his coat, the victor gought
with his eye - the prize he had, although
nameless and unknown, so fairly won.—
She leaned upon ber father's arm, pale and
distressed.

Her lover stood alpof, and martified, ad-
miring the superiority of the strangerin
which he prided himself as unrivalled, while
he hated hinf"for his sucecesa.

“Aunnette, my pretty prige,” eaid the vic-
tor, taking the passive hand, “I bave won
you fairly. = G

Annette's chook became paler than mar-
ble; she trembled like an aspen leaf, and
olung claser to bar father, while the droop-
ing eye sought the farm of ber loyer. His
braw grew dark at the stranger's langnage.

“I have won you, my pretty flower, to
make you a bride. Tremble not so violent-
ly—1I mesn not for myself, however proud

I might be,” he added, with gallaatry, “to,

wear 80 fair A gam next to my heart. “Per-
haps,” and he. Gast his eyes inguiringly,
while the current of life lenped joyfu‘ﬂy to

1

the hands of one of |

up, aud announced the approach of General

! Washington and suit, informing him thay
; he would crave lis hospitality for the night,
i The necessary direetions were given, in res
!'Merence to the houseliok) preparations, and
{ Col. Carroll, ordering his horse, rode for-
l ward o nicet and escort the distinguished
{ raest whom he had never yet scen, though
| serving in the same widely extended army.
| That evening, at the tabld, Annette, now
| become the digniBied matronly, and stil}
[ handsome Mrs. Carvoll, conld not keep her
leyes from the face of her iNustrious visitor.
| Every moment or two she would stea) a
igl:mm at his commanding  (eatures, and
| balf doubtingly and  balf assuredly shake
i her head, and look again o be still more
¢ puzeled.  Ier absence of mind and embar-
| russment at length  became evident to her
’; husband, whao inquired affectionately if sha
Iwera ill,

“I'suspect, Colonel,” said the General,
who hiad  been some time, with a queer
j meaning smile, observing the lady’s curioug
I and puzzded survey of bhis features —“that
Mrs. Carroll thinks she recognizes in me
an oMl acquaintance.”  And he smiled with
a mysterious air, as e gaged upon botly

alternalely.

The Colonel stayted, and a faint memory.
of the past secined to be revived, as he gazed,
while the lady roso impulsively from:heg
cliair, and bending engerly forward o\'ef’iﬁp
tea-urn with clasped hands, and .an eye ia-
| tense, eager inquiry, fixed full upon him‘
I stood for n moment with her lips parted, ag
if she wonld speak.

“Tarlon me, denr madam pardon me,
! Colonel, T must put an end to this scene. I
have beconie, by dint of campfare and hard
nsage, too unwicldly (o leap twenty-two
i feet and one incl, even for so fair a prize ag
tone I wot of”
| Fhe recognition, with the surprise, delight
fand happiness that followed, are left to tha
{ imnginations of the reader.

General \Washington was indeed tha.
handsome young “leaper,” whose mysteri-
ous appearance and  disappearance in tha
native villnge of tho lovers, is still traditions
ary—whose claim  to sybstantial bona fida
flesh and blood was stoutly contested by
the village story tellers, until the happy
denoucment which took place at the hiospis
table mansion of Cul. Carroll,

it setibersbd et i X

How 70 Pusen a Max.—*Judge, you
say if 1 punch a man in fun be can take
me up for assault and battery

“Yes, sir, 1 said that, and I say I repeat,
If you punch a man you are guilty of g
breach of the peace, and can be arrested for
it-“

“Ain't there no exceptions 3"

“No, sir, no exceptions whatever.”

“Now, Judge, guesa you are mistaken.?
Suppose, for instance, Lshould brandy puncly
bim, what then I” o

“No leyity in court, sir, Sheriff, eun&
this man to the atmospbera.  Call the ueﬂ.d'-

case "

—————
My son, would you ‘suppose that the:
Lord's prayer could be engraved in a spacq’:
no larger than the erea of ﬁmlfa tg 0y ?"’_.
“\Yell, yes, fathar, if a half di i ag
large in everybady's eye as it is in “yours, §
think there would be no difffeulty, “in’puts
ting it on aboyt four times.” N Gl B
Bob sloped in ag incredible shorbytime,..:

————————— N
“Doesticks,” desoribing & New Yﬂkgo‘r
ding-bouse, says yoly can alyays tell whem:
they get a new hired girl, by the golor of’
her hair in the biscuit, -~ :
The best bank ever known, is a baik of”
éarth; it never refuses to discoun

labor.  And the-begt shara is the W
on which diyidanﬂ.m!l.!”~_]i ol o7

Thero ars mors e (0d i M. mr
tence, 'glad to see you,' thaa:-in. sty £
sentence in the Eoglisk lag srr- o
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