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Speech of Hon. P. 5. Brooks,

On resigning kis seat in Congress : delio-
ered in the House of Representatives,
July 14, 18506.

Mr. Brooks said :

Mr. Speaker : Until this moment T have
felt that there was a propriety in my re-
maining silent, and intrusting “my  definec
to fiiends who are abler and more leamed
than myself. I have herctofore felt that
other and higher interests than any which
affect me personally were involved in the
proceedings of this ense.  The interests of |
my constituents, of this Tlouse, and of all,
indeed, who are coucerned in the constitu-
tion itself, in my view, have been intimate-
Iy and inseparably compliented.

Here Mr. Drooks was interrupted by Mr.

Giddings, &c.] '
8ir, 1T am indelited to the House for even

this much courtesy. I was about remark-
ing that there were higher interests than:
my own involved in this matter. 1 have
been content, therclure, meet prrsonally and
in silence all the consequences of these pro-
ceedings.,

Some time since a senalor from Massa-
chusetts allowed himself, in an elaborately
prepared specel, Lo offer o gross insult to
.my State, nud to a veuwerable friend, who is
my State Representative, and who was ab-
sent at the time.

Not content with that, he published to
the world, and circulated extensively, this
uncalled-for libel on my State and my Lluad,
‘Whatever insults my State insults me. Her
history and character have commanded my
Efbus veneration, and in her defence I hope

made of this House to expel a member who !
happens to run counter to its party predi-
lections, or other demands which it may
not be so agrecable to grant 7 It could
never have Leen desigued by the constitu-
tion of the United States to expose the two
Houses tosuch temptations to collision, or
to extemd so far the diseretionary power |

[ which was given (o cither House to punish laws  of the United  States of

its own members for the violation of its|
rules and orders.  Diseretion has been said |
to be the law of the tyrant, and when exer-
cised under the color of the law amd  under
the influence of party dictation, it may and
will become a terrible and insuflerabie des-
potism.

This House, however, it would seem, from
the unmistakable tendency of its proceed-
ings, nkes a different view from that which
[ deliberately entertain in common with
many others,

So far as public interests or constitutional
rights are involved, I have wow exhausted |
my means ot defence, I may, then, be al-,
lowed to tuke a more personnl view of the
question at issue.  The further nrosecution
of this subject in the shape it has now ns-
sumed may not only involve my friends,
but the llouse itsell in agitations which
might be unhappy in their consequences to
the country. It these conscquences could
be confined to myself individually, I think I
am prepared and ready to mect them, here
or elsewhere ; and when I use this languagse,
I mean whatT say. But others must not |
suffer for e, 1 have felt more on aceount
ol my (wo friends who huve Leen implica-
ted than for myself, for they hay proven
that “thereis a friend that sticketh eloser
than a brother.” 1 will not constrain gen-
temen to assume n respousibility on my
account, which possibly they would not on
their own,

Nin Lennnot, on sy ewn weconnl, nssume
the rosposilulity, in the Giee of the Aneri-
ean people, of commencing a line of eon-
duet, which in my heart of Learts T helivve
would result in subverting the foundations
of this government, and in drenching his
hall in Blood.  No act of mine, and on my
personal account, shall fuanguate
tion ; but when
to vour own home and  hear the preophe of
the great North—and  they are wreat pen-
ple—spealk of meas a bad man, you will
do me the justice to say that a blow struck
by me at this time would be fullowed by
revolution—and this T know. [Applause
and hisses in the gallery.]

The speaker aunounced that i any sueh
demanstrations were repeatod the galleries
should be elearcd,

Mr. Brooks, (turning to the ecentlemoen’s
anllery,) it T have uny fricnds in the galle-
ry, Lappenl to them to be quiet.

At the same time, Mr. Speaker, Tam not.
willing to sce the constitution wounded
through me; nor will Tsubmit voluntarily to
awrong if [ canavoidit. T will pot involun-
tarily give my name to countenanes parlia-
mentary misrnle or constitutional ageression,
If L am to be tried again for the maiter now
before us, 1 will choosa my -own tribunal.

revolu- |

shajl always be prepared, humbly and
modestly, (o perform-the duty of nson. 1
snonld fave icrieited my own self-respect,
and perhaps, the zod opinion of my coun- |
itrymen, if T had failed Lo Fesenisuch an in-|
.Jury, by calling the offender iu question to!
a personal account, Tt was a personal af-i
fair, and i taking redress into my own
-bands I meant no disrespect to the Senate
“.of the United States, or to this Ilouse,
“Nor, sir, did 1 design insult or disrespect to
‘the State of Mussachusetts, I was aware
“of the personal responsibilities I incurred,
wnd was willing to mect them. 1 knew,

t0o, that I was ameuable to the laws of the | others, and fall upon them after they have|

‘eountry, which afford the snme protection |

.0 all, whether they be members of Con-
gress or private citizens. I did not, and do
not now, believe that [ could be properly
ounished, not only in a court of law, but
Lem also, at the pleasure and discretion of
.tho ITouse. I did not them, and do not
"mnow, believe that the spirit of American
« freeman would tolerate slander in high pla-
ces, and permit a member ofCongress to pub-
“Yish and circulate a libel on another, and
.thém call upon cither, house to proteet lim
against the personal responsibilitics which
~*ho had thus incurred,
But if I had committed abreach of priv-
Hlefe, it was the privilegeof the Senate, and
.nmot.of this Ilouse, which was violated. 1
'was answerable there, and not kere. They
“ihad no right, as it seems to me, to prose-
seute me in these halls, nor have you the
““#ighitin law or under the constitution, as I
& vespegtfully submit, to take jurisdiction évey
wffeuces cu{nmiltad againet them. Thecon-
them in making
ouse in gtanting

Butth a Teqnest, nor this

when sectional or party feeling should run
80 high as to control all other considera-

dions of public dutyor justice, how easy’

-,»Willit be to use such precedents for the ex-

! gi’rapiril'. of the “Iouse to" which

atters may go smoothly _m_-quﬁh when

- one House asks the other to .£.unia -0 mem-
ber-whio is” offeasive tor = ~mmjorily of its

eglgricbody 3 but Lhow will'it be when, supon
w

constituents,
opinion is to be invoked in my caso, lot my |
constituents and my  fellew " citizens pro- |
nounee upon it. - From that verdict I will |

not appenl. The temper of the times is | ticed several interruptions in the oalleries | or of South

not fivorable for a ealin and

wing, I ean save the majority of this Touse |
from the consequences of a” yash decision,
the time may come when the good men who |

jare pursiing me—and T believe there ave |

steh in the opposition—will admit that 1
deserve their thanks for the deed.  The axe|
that is uplifted to strike me may fall upon |

parted with the shicld of the constitution
to proteet them,

For mysclf I have only to say that if T
canmot preserve my sclf-respect and consti-
tutional rights, together with a seat in this
Lody, I must renounce the last rather than
the former. -

I have no dgsire, sir, to continne an ar-,
gument which my friends have exhausted. !
The determination of the majority is fixed, !
and it is in vain to resist it.s T “will make
no appeal to a packed jury, but T protest
against ils inconsistencies and its usurpa-
tions. During this session the charge was
openly made by a member from the State |
of Pennsylvania, on this floor, that another, |
Mr. Pearee] who ia his colleague, had been
guilty of anattempt to bribe, and no - pro-
ceedinge®were instituted in-the case. Do the
majority of this Ilouse propose to. instruct
the Ameriean people, frﬂn their high posi-
ttion, that bribery is excusable,” and: -simplo
assault and battery a.crime 7 That is the
lesson, and youare the teachers. At the
first session of the last Congress a ,member
leaped from his seat, and, wEila the Speaker
was in bis chair, be passed over several ta-
bles towards bLis antagonist, who drew. &
weapon in defonce, and_ neither gentlemen’
was subjected to the capaure of. this Ilouse,
Aswas appropriately remarked by my friend
from North Carolin :;';-_R}r._ Clingman,)’ the

nssaylting member—and it is not forme to

nary streteh of constitutional power invo-
ked 2 Sir, Tdo notintend to violate any
rule of this House, or of parlizmentary
courtesy, but it cannot be denied that he i,
pur cxcellence, the representative of a sover-
cignty which is at this instant in open, starn-
tory rebellion—not to n simple rule of
single house, but to the constitution aml
Americi.
upon e
il presents e for a

Massachusetts sits in Judement
without a llt-:tl'lng,

that it did not ecenr to that sage lewislh-
ture that its demnds npon the Congress
of the United States, relative to a member,
was a greater breach of privilege in them
than that complained of the member him-
sell 7 What right, sir, hias the legislature
of Massachusetts to ke any demand up-
on this Housel  She has not” the right of
even instructing  the wost  insignificant
member from the State, and hLas by her
resolutions but given additional proof that
she neither compreliends the theory ol our
government nor is loyal to its authority.

I have said, siv, that it I have commit-

ted a breach of privilege, it was the privi- |

lege of the Senate, IV I hawve in any par-
ticular violated the privileges or Proprivties
of this House, I am unconscions of it, an.l
L challenge every niember to specily o sin-
whe disorderly or improper act, - Tn my in-
tereomrse with its members T have enden-
vared to oberve o civil aml respectful de-

implicit. oledienes o its constitnted  author-
ities, and T ean truly say that whiel) miny
who have veeardul “thelr votus against me
cannot—and {hat is, that never onee, in the
thyee years that T have held « sont on this
thoor, fl:ﬂ’(! I been deelared out of order, I
before the transaction, for which a uBjority
have declarod e to e deservineg expilsion,
I have off-nded any ellicer or membur, or
Leen unkind even 10 an employee, T regret
and am ienorant of i,

And yet, sir, the vote which las just
been tiken trsmits me to posterity as a
man enworthy, i the jndomnent of ama-
jority of my peers, o aseat Ju this hiall
And e what 2 The mender fom New

wember—-the

thumb-paper  member—-
{lang

diter [—the Falstatlian: member, who,
fikee his protutype, was born ahout four
o'cloek u the wmornine, and i he has not
the bl head, is craced with (he corporal
rotundity | great luughter] of his redeees-
sury upon his advent into this sublunary
world—he says it was for making a “muar-
derous” as=ault with a Dludgeon,™ and e,
fursonth, wonld have this ITouse aml the
country helieve, wigh an  intent to kil
Now, sir, T see that a very respectable and
excellent gentleman from Massachusctts hias
in his hand a canc of the ordinary size for
a gentleman of his age, and 1 Leg lim to
raise it for inspeetion of the member from
New Jersev.  [Mr. De Witk elelevated his
cane.]  Now, sir, 1 ask that member (o an-
swer as a gentleman—1 beg lis pandon,
that is a word which he cannot compreheml
—but as 2 man on the witiess stand, s

L will appeal from this Tonse to my own ol that eane double the weirhit and thick- | present a1
It an expression of ‘pul.]iclll{!‘ts of the one used by me, and which you [ and that Ta

have impuedently and fulsely ealled a “blud-

rion 17

Mr. Trafton, (interrupting) —I have no-

dispassionate | during this discussion, and T wish 4o move | i”““{”.t that I
judgment of the ease; and if, by any act of | that the Sergeant-at-Arms  be direeted to ' en tiis floor.

clear the walleries. [ 1isses in the galleries.]

Mr. Wheder, T olijeet.

The Speaker.  The motion is not_in or-
der.  The Chair announced some time since,
that if there was any further disturbanee
the Sergeant-at-Arms would have orders to
claar the ealleries,

Mr. Brooks. I again appeal to my
friends in the galleries to e quiet.

The Speaker.  Order must be proserved.

Mr. Brooks, (resuming.) If T desired to
kill the Scenator, why did not Tdoit? You
all admit that Lhad him in my power. Lot
me tell the member from New Jersey thatit
was expressly to avoid taking life that T used
an ordinary cane, presented to me by a
friend in Baltimore, nearly three months be-
fore its application to the “bare head” of the
Massachusclts senator. I went to work
very deliberately, ns 1 am charged—and this
is admitted—and specalated somewhat as
to whether T shonld employ a horse-whip
or a cowhide; but knowing that the Sena-
tor waa my superior in strength, it occurred
to e that bemight wrest it frem ny hand,
and then—for I never attempt anything I
do not perform—T might have been com-
pelledtodo that whichT wotild hiave repretted
tha balance of my natural life. |
/7 'Fhe question has been asked in certain
newspapers why I did not invite the Sena-
tor to personal combatin the mode nsually
adopted.. Well,'sir, 88 T desirg the whole
truth to be known about the matter, T will
for once notice & newspaper article on the
floorof the Hotse, and answer heres
. My answer is, that I knew that the Sena-
tor. would ot

sny 8 word agdinsy him, for personally ' Tlike
him—has now the most, lucrative office’ in
the gift of this Tlouse, and “was* ‘dlodesd’
thie unaniiotis vote of uis véty riet %
are. UoW Sunepiring to infligt punishin
upoiime. ;

would subject mé

vere than-“fronfd
abault hud-batseryyisie
“btmt js w1y Anawar, ;.

b‘:,r_..').r.-f', 3 2

accept a messago ; and hav-
ing formed the unalterable '(leterrqi;mtion to
punish him, I'believed that the ‘offente of
“sénding¥h hostils message,” superadded to
the indictient - for  nsaault < and ‘battery;

to-legal penaltics more se-
’Bnﬂg&ud for a_simple

b i8 sict, vbich the Senats Wit thef
Aolita ,4,1;;;?@ 4 ﬂhﬁd‘%ﬁ‘ﬂlgd gons

Heman from Geormin [Mr. Tombs| have
prononnced me gilty of a breach of its
privileges—Tor this act Iam complained of
by that budy to this House,
toe have declared, and this Househas now
Leoneurred in the opinion, that my offence
Lis to the Senate, and that no rule.or order
ol this body huave 1 violated.

N ow, sin, let me ask why the Senate did
not protect its own rights?  The argument
I has been made here that e necessitate this

{ breach of privilege! Sir is it not strungee | House must have the power to protect it-

fself. IF that prineiple be true in‘its appli-

jeation fere, why has not the Senate!

| the same powers of protection 7 DBut
what vight Las this [Louse to punish me for
toffences committed out of s presence !
| Again, sir, T challenge comparison with any
member, nged or young, pious or not, ns to
the propricty of my demeanor as a @entle-
fman awd amember.  They tell me that my
(resposibility to this House is beeause of the
tereneral rssponsibility which attaches to ev-
tery member,  ITow fur docs yvour authori
ty extend § Aeross the Potomac?  To my
[own home 2 Why,sin if | o to my home
and find that one of my slaves hias Lehaved
{ badly in my absence, and 1 diveet him o
| be flogged, 1 imay be charged with-—to use
{ the languaga which is familiar here—“crime
:thc blackest and muost heinous ! :t.nr] when
! Teome back—and come back 1 will—may
{ be punished myself for inflicting a chastise-
ment which, by the common law and the

tportment 3 1 Lave rendered prompt and | constitutional laws of my country 1 have

{ the right to inflict upon my slave, who is my
fproperty. "Vhere do youstop in this ques-
tion of authority of “the ITouse over it
membiers 2 As we understand it, there is
sense in this authority controlling a2 mem-
ber while the ITouse is in session and re-
straining him from disturbing or embnrras-
sing its procecdi It the government
was constitutionally administered every eit-
izen woull have a direet interest in his
much.  Butif your authority goes into the
Seunte chamber, and even when (he Senate
is not in session, why shoull it not go inlo
the ante-rooms and down the steps of the
Capitel 7 Why not pursie me into  the
avenne-—into the stemnboat—to my  plant-

1o,
I.]_.al._..

you, Mr. Spealer, veturn | Jersev, (Mr. Penuington) —the {.m.;,\(‘uﬁ"gilllinn ! 1 take the gentlemisn who have la-

ihur.-.l for my expulsion on their own degla-
vation.  They are committed toit, and they
catinot now evade it. - They say that my
respunsibility is not beenuse of any ofliney
committed in the presence of or to this
Iouse, but bicause of the general and  pee-
essary authority which the Iouse has over
its members,  Now, it seems to me timt, if
| iy sesponsibility to this Hounse for an of-
fence committed elsewhere is beeause of my
membership, itisa logieal conclusion that
my resposibility ceases when my relation is
dissolved,  Whether or not the authority
of the Senate reaches me after my relations
to this 1louse have terminated, it is not
fur me now lo inguire; but, in Jjustice
{to mysell, T take oceasion (o say to the
country, that if the Senate take that view,
{1 shall recognize its anthority.  Now, sir,
i let me inform the honorable members who
have been pursning me so ficreely, that my
was long since foreseen,
wwogether prepared for any of
itsemergoa” Thnew with whom T Lol to
deal, and my yesignation has been for more
than ten days in the hands of the (iovern-
Carolina, to take effect the very
anuounce my resignation up-
Dut, before T make the an-
[ nouncement, T desire to say 4 word or two
in reference to what has been said of me in
debate and elsewhere.  Isawinsome of the
New York papers that a certain feminine
gentleman from  that State (Mr. Morgan
had applied to me the term “villain.” Well,
that was nota word “spoken in debate,”
and [ only allude to it to advertise the in-
dignant gentdeman that I have seen the
word, and know that it was spoken iu New
York, and not here in debate.  ITe need not
be much alarmed § and, if he will “hold
still” when T get hold of him T'll not hurt
himamuch.  And thisisall that I can say
about that matter here. ;

Your amialle colleague, [Mr. Knapp,]
who was presented by his constituents with
a revolver, intended for my particular bene-
fit, yesterday declared that Massachusetis
would *“take her cwn time and place” to
!resent what he and sho both pronounced to
-be an insult and injury. 1 do not intend,
Mr. Spearker, to utter an offensive, unkind,
or even a rough word to that gentleman—
for he is a gentloman, socially, I know—but
1 wish to say this to bim, that I will never
plead the statyte of limitations in bar of
the wrath of Massachusetts,

On yesterday, however, wo had a violent
demonstration from the gentleman’ from
Connecticut, [Mr. Wootdruff,] who is now
pnear me, and who, with historicsl ac-
curacy, (f) has asserted that the bones of
Connecticut revolutionary soldiers now lie
in the valleys' of the sunny South. That
member, with a'show of manhood . which
clicited my admiration, in his writlen re
marks, used thefollowing language :

#Will not.thighall, with too much reason,
continue to be tharacterized sas .‘chamber
of assassins, if we do ot néw. unite-te ré-
ibuke and-empbatically. conderap, this,mon-

TFl# country demanda actiap, and Ahe times
arashot 'for’soma, expiations: of destard
and-brutal ontragegs L omimiited

_th.Gniié’;Ebr on;
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i trial be made; letthe vole come,
Your commit- |

srous violation .of .all ‘honor andidecency 1
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here to promptly purge this body by proper
and constitutional means, at all events let a
Wa shall
then Anow who .dare screen audacity or
wive countenance to crime,”

Agnin

“I court no disturbance; but the privile-
ges of this 1lonse shall not, so far as [ am
concerned, be infringed.  With an endeav-
or and design always to cultivate courtesy,
[ shall not. hesitate "here my place, or else-
where, to freely characterize as they deserve
ny loft assumptions of arrogance, or any
mean achievments of cownrdice.”

And again :

“I say wgain, let the vole come: and if
honorable gentlemen eannot wholly rid them.
selves of an unweleome presence, they can
at least show their appreciation of an action
waiting few of the elements of the most
ambacious crime, and of a spirit equal to
deeds that I will not name.”

Ilis conclusion is grandiloquent. Tt is
as follows :

“And let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, that
the spérit of true conrage in Connecticut
STILL LIves "

Well sir, I coffss to you that all other
considerations - escaped me when I heard
the expression of so much manhood. 1Te
went throngh the motions well, and whien
hie hiad finished T could not resist an expres-
sion of admiration of a spirit with which
we have not recently been familiar, and I
involuntarily arose from my seat and made
him a profound bow.

1 thought, sir, that aentleniain who could
utter such sentiments so handsomely was a
foeman worthy of anybody's stecl, and [ de-
termined fu avery quict way to treat him
as a gentleman, for he spoke like a man.
The very first” friend who chanced to come
by me after the gentleman Lad concluded
was my friend from Tennessece—NMr, Savage
—itibout whom I bappened to know some-
thing in Mexico. Ile was the very man |
winted ; and I asked him to présent my
compliments to the genteman from Con-
necticut, and say a word quictly in his enr
in my bLebalf. My friend did so, and here
is a letter giving a report of the interview:

Wasniserox Cray, July 11, 1856,
Dear Sir, T make a brief statement of
the main facts connected with my call on
the Hon. Mr. Woodruff, of Counnecticut,
spoke to-day in the Ilouse of Representa-
tives,

A few mowments after Mr. Woodrufl con-
cluded his speech, you requested me to
bear him a message. I immediately went
round to that part of the House where he
sat, just inside the bar. I told him I want-
ed to speak with him, and we Lad better
walk to the window, which we did. I then
snid in substance, “Col. Brooks and his
friends, myself among the number, under-
stood you in your specch to hold yourself
out as a fighting man, subject 6-1he law of
honor; and T am requested to present you
Col. Brook’s compliments, and inquire
whether you are willing to receive a com-
munication froi!lnim under the rules of
that code.”  Ia" veplied that he did not
intennd to be so understood ;- he did not in-
tend to hold ‘himself out #s a fighting man,
aund if there was anything in his specch that
would begr that construction, he, like Col.
Bingham, would be ready to explain. I
then told him that T considered that this
declaration on his part ended my mission
on that part of Col: Brooks, but I would
advise him to look over his speech before
publication ; “that T thought if I:a would ex-
umine it carefully he wonld find points and
scntences that would iddicate to a man of
lionor and sensibility. that he did intend to
hold hifself out as a fighting man, subject
to the code of honor. 1le replied that he
would do so, and this ended the interview.
I was fully satisfied, as your friend, beliey-
ing you to be as.genwrous as brave, that it
could not be your duty or inclination to
press the matter further, ]

L'am, respectlully, your friend and obe-
dient servant, JOLIN 1I. SAVAGE.
Hon. Preston S, Brooks. :

Now, sir, 1 have to tay to that member
ns Uncle Toby (of ‘I'ristram Shandy mein-
ory) eaid to.the By, “Go, little . wretih,
there is room enough jn,this world for both
youand me.”  [Immoderate langhter.] An-
other quotation has jiist come to me, and |
will givo-him also the benefit of. that 2

“You con burt noman's fame by your ill word;
Your pen is just as harmless ns your sword.”

dam friend’ from Massachusétis “[M# Co-
apeecly, to our past personal and family re-
latious. . I have to say fo him,. that.ny at-
tachments do not set so loosely upon me
as to he cast off undecessarily, and’ that I
yet take deep interéal in'thé welfars bfhis
excellent family.: -Had onrrelative position
been reversed, I should bave' said: nothing,
or I should have done more than hie has done,

rescntativd’ character, a the'time Armed
:’,ﬂhu.mm_,-_and,not-wi: A rifle. hypogriti-

cang, and carried in the hand of a poltroon
nd 'p'uppy,‘b'ui, LAl it Eehgﬁia ‘articles

Lo’ quioted he TAnpiadt arid- endorsed (he,
sontimenti-9f - tlve: O ier-.Webb, . of | poor

o B ik
S| 1

tdann
o

thandeilley wetoriety, aadallows,
Ak 1k 50 '-_q'-.',,' :_‘! .
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T now desire the ulleni‘io‘ri of nﬁlquon- ;
mine.] *He nlluded, in.the epening.of his|

From s platé’ in thik1lovse==f his rop-|.

eally apd cownrdly, disguised, gs a walking|.

i of the e
mﬂﬂ R wrall »3

ageonq of thleR® wnty skt masun veh Sher udi e v

merited death on the spot from any ﬂpnl‘.riot
present who wus in a position to inflict the
punishment.”

Now, sir, T say o that gentleman that
no man has the right to wear arms who.,
does not intend fo use them.  In my couns
try the cock that crows and won't fight is
despised by the hens, and even by the pul- -
lets, who kuew a thing or two instinctively,
[Great Lwnghter]  His chivalric spurs dwin-
dle before the cliarges of the valorous out,
and his place is—out of sight. T feel sir,
that “the blood more stirs to hunt the lion .
than to chase the hare;” but if my quon~
dam friend has any ambition under the
direction of the Clievalier Webb, to play
the “puetriot)” let im or & prewr chevalier,
separately or together, or backed by the
whole Llack-republiean erew, come taga the
life which they say is forfeited.

Now, Mr. Speaker, T have nearly finished
what T intended to say. TIf my opponents,
who have pursued me with ‘unparalleled
bitterness, are satisfied with the present con-
dition of this affray, I am. I return my
thanks to my friends, and especially to those °
who are from the slaveholding States, who
have magoanimously sustained me, an
felt that it was a higher honor to themselves
to be just in their judgment of a gentle-
man thao to be a member of Congress for-
life. In taking my leave, 1 feel . that it is
proper that [shoulil say that [believe some
of the votes which have been against mé
have been extorted by an outside pressure
at home, and that their votes do not express
the feeling or opinions of the membars who
gave theny. :

To such of these as have given their votes
and made their specches on the constjtu-
tional principles involved, and withont in=
dulging in personal vilification, T own my
respect.  But, sir, they have wiitten me
down upon the history of the eountry as
worthy of expulsion, and in no unkindness
[must tell then that for all future time my
self-respect requires that I shall pass thenr
as strangers.

And now, Mr. Speaker, I announce to
you and to this House that T am no longer a
memlier of (he Thirty-fourth Congress.

[Mr. DBrooks then walked out of the
llouse of Representatives, and was goon
surrounded by his friends.] '

APPENDIX. .

The impudence of evii dispused person
who, by newspaper articles and in private
conversations, have done injustice both to
the HTon. Mr. Burlingame and myself, ren-
ders it necessary that the subjoined memao-
randa should be nppended to my speech: ..

Mr. Burlingame, in a fair and manly way,
admitted his responsibility for any language
used in his speech, and_ disclaimed any -
tention to reflect upon the personal charao-
ter of Mr. Brooks, or to impute to him:in
any respoct a want of courage; but, dig-
criminating between the man and the act
to which he was called upon to allude, he
had characterized the latter only in~soth
manner as his representative duty required
him to do. 5 A
The above is a slatement made by, Mr.
Burlingame in reference to l_l_mlpass;igﬁm
his speech  which referred to Mr. Broolks,
It isin the hand writing of Mr. Spesker
Banks, and was acknowledged by Mr. Bor-
lingame in our presence, and was satisfacto-
ry tous as fricuds of M® Brooks. =
W. W. BOYCE;""'
T'1I. 8. BOCOCK:"

&

July 15, 1850.

i

“The Man and the Act® '
Mr. Barlingame of Massachusetts, oh be-
ing challenged by Preston 8. Brooks fréin
his strictures on the Sumner nassault, “dis-
cluimed any intention to reflect upon the
personal character of Mr. Brooks, or to, in
pute to him in any respect a waunt of gonr-
age; but, discriminating between ﬂl__e man
and the act to which he was called vpon to
allude, he had characterized the ]nl_f:gr‘.,' aly
in such manner as his representative daty
required him to do This apology.
given great offence to his constitugnfs, w
perceive in it a backing down from_ the,
sition he assumed as a “fighting man”._ The
Boston Courier concludes some :_a‘tr'j';

as follows : By
“We caunot trust ourselves Lo chg gter-
ize his conduct. Had his views.of dpol
been honestly entertained and _lipluahlff
hered to, he would in the ogtm_lgl.iorn'
large body of men in Massachusetts

thechampién of a section ; gud living i
ve been a hero or dfi'ng & marty

he has disgraced his district g
ypted State and is no rc]:'csg?i ty
the charaeter and courago of New _‘,' }
If at the end of his Congressionsl “tiffee
he sh all be rémembered at all, 1B
on)

for the pucilanimons diﬁ_é'ﬁ\‘ on

whicli. he. haa_ suffered l!imwl_f”ll.p';ﬁh

between “the “man and the act” * 1 ° -
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o Germisa Furv.—“Hallo 'my,friq:d@m

you are loosing fles).” e el
Old  gentleman, indignant atthe fenil-

inrity of his supposed frwud,'n_ﬁ?ﬂpwng

most-ferogiously— - ! RLLE
- “W-_what { Joosing flesh ! yomimptillens
scoundrel, Tl letiyon know sir, ¥nd 8ir.

Tywiry Inst night, siv, was-weighed, /sieys
Mhd gainéd ten: pounds -sir'. ™ ¥y
state of affairs, if a person has toibeé mesited

Lin:this manner? o viai b 2l e
“Well my, (riédd, nli-1 eap agy ia) il .yon

Hook: behind, you will find io. beutrun”
~10Oldgent discovers'n sm ing

wviolent: assault on bis makét basketi-
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