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of the gale. "There was mournful spec-
ulation upon the Sirdar's chances of

| reaching Singapore before the npext
i cveining,
| Iris stood somewhat apart from the
other passengers. The wind had fresh-
ened, and her hat was tied closely over
ber ears. She leancd against the taf-
radl, enjoying the cool breeze after
hours of sultry heat. The sky was
cloudless yet, but there was a queer
tinge of burnished copper in the all
pervading sunshine, The sea wag cold-
Iy blue. The life had gone out of it It
wits no longer inviting and translucent.
Long sullen undulations swept nolse-
lessly past the ship. Once after a
steady climb up n rolling hill of water
the Sirdar quickly pecked at the suc-
ceeding valley, and the propeller gave
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nmg Proved the Best Fertilizer

By a Record of Twenty Years’ Success

ome:(font_:;fe ba:nkmg on experience when you fertilize with Farmers' Bone. No
ertilizer is so well balanced in the plant food supplied from sowing time to
harvest. Don't take a substitute. 3 v :
crop.

CHAPTER 1.

ADY TOZER adjustel her gold
rimmed eyeglusses with an

of call the ompany's agents would be

Selegraplic eye would wateh her prog. Farmers’ Bone has no equal for any kind of

It is the leading fertilizer of the South.

telegraphic eye would wateh b r
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Her powers of merciless inquisition it {a LaCe et BgyRe=witl e

The erew were busy too. Squads of
Lascars raced about, industriously obe-

fresh, clear complexion, limpid Dblue

suggested torments long drawn out. | eyes and shining hair was a personage

The commander of the Sirdar, home-

It has been proven by over twenty-one years of successive use that

“ward bound from Shanghal, knew that:

he was about to be stretched on the
rack when he took his seat at the
sal “table. :

“Is it true, captain, that we are run-
ping Into a typhoon?’ demanded bher
ladyship.

“From whom did you learn that, La- '
dy Tozer?' Captain Ross was wary,
though somewhat surprised. t

“Irom Miss Deane. 1 understood !
her n moment ago to say that you had
told her."”

lll?i.

“Didn't you? Some one told me this
morning. 1 couldn't have guessed f{t,
could I Miss Iris Deane's large biue
eyes surveyed him with Innocent in-
difference to strict accuracy. Inci-
dentally she had obtained the Informa-
tion from her maid, a nose tilted co-
quette, who extracted ship's secrets
from a youthful quartermaster,

“Well—er—I had forgotten,” explain-
ed the tactful sallor.

“Is it true?”

Lady 'Tozer was unusually abrupt
todny. But she was aunoyed by the
assumption {hat the captain took na
mere girl into his confidence and passed
over the wife of the ex.chief justice of
Hongkong.

“Yes, it is,” =said Captain Ross, equal-
‘ly curt, and silently thanking the fates
that ber Indyship was going home for
the last time.

“Do tell us,” chimed in Iris, *“Did
you find out when you squinted at the
sun‘?"

The captain smiled, “You m® nearer
the mark than possibly you imagine,
Miss Deane,” e sald. “When we took
our observations yesterday there was
a very weird looking balo around the
sun. This morning you may have no-
tlced several light squalls and a sinooth
sea, marked occasionally by strong
ripples. The barometer is falling rap-
ldly, and I expect that as_the .sax

;m;_ﬁ' ';;fwllc.rlo‘l:a wild tonight, and es-

bank of
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tearing things to pleces.”
“On, dear! I hope it will not be very
bad, Is there no way in which you
can avoid it captain? will it last
long?"
The politic skipper for o

nee preferred

ship like the
them., She will drive
worst gale she Is likely to meet here
in less than twelve hours. Besides, I
alter the course gomewhat as soon as I

» over our position with regard to
' {ts center.”

Then the commander hurriedly ex-
cused himself, and the passengers Baw
no more of him that day.

1ler ladyship dlsmissed the toplc as
of no present interest and focused Miss
Deane through her eyeglasses,

uglpe Arthur proposecs to come home
{n June, 1 understand?” she inquired.

Irls was n remarkably healthy young
woman. A large banana momentarily
engnged her attention. She nodded
affably.

) “You will 8
| be arvives?” pursued
“Relatives! We

through the

tay with relatives untll
Lady Tozer.
have none—-nore
whom we speclally cultivate—that 18.
1 will stop In town o day or #vo to
{nterview my dressmaker and then g0
straight to Ielmdale, our pla in

Yorkgre." .
W ly you have
s "?&ucthjr-mn! My dear Lady Tozer,
* did my fatler impress you a8 one who
would permit a fussy and stout"old
person to make my lite mlpernble?
The aclulty of the retort Iny in the
word “stout.” But iris was not ac

customed to cros

a chaperon?”’

i she had learned how to avold “The doctor!” qes, The others were smashed |1 summons upon the iroh plates & .4 «pyll speed astern,” while with his
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vislons of the yellow race. He mus Knew we‘ ghould run into a storm. Yet | ire what had become of the trans- | chart house. He wiped the salt wa et O, deart '8 i e 3 ¢e- | the e . on hier elevated ey
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What are you doing?"’ shouted Sir John.
1Iis feeble nerves at last conveyed the

| jnformation ghat something more pro-
nounced than a sudden draft affect-
ed bhis ecalp; the ice was melting,

gers who sat near enough to observe it.
But the chief steward, hovering watch-
ful near the captain’s table, darted for-
ward,

ond saloon tonight.”

his_subordinate away from the judge's
chair,

Jones,” she sald sweetly.

prise.
flal.thomlale Ar.a o

Nevertheless, great though Sir John

over Sir John,
the back of his 8
kin

ghe whispered.
the poor fellow was

g examination. Dur-
fug n three months' resldence on the

of some [mportance.
Lady Tozer kunew these things uand
sighed complacently.
“Alh, well,” she resumed., “Paveuts
had different views when I was a givl.
But I assume Sir Arthur thinks you
should become used to being your own
mistress in view of your approaching
marrvinge.”
“Ay—approaching—marriagel”
Iris, now genuinely amazed.
“Yes, Is it not true that you are
going to marry Lord Ventnor?’
A passing steward heard the point
blank guestion,
It had a curious effect upon him. MHe
gazed with fiercely eager eyes at Miss
Deane and s0 far forgot himself as to
permit a dish of water ice to rest
against Sir Jolin Tozer's bald head.
Iris could not help noting his strange
Lebavior. A flush of humor chased
away her first angry resentment at
Lady Tozer's luterrogatory.
“That may be my happy fate,” she
answered gayly, “but Lord Ventuor has
not asked me."
“Every one says in IHongkong'"— be-
gan her Iadyship.
“Confound you, you stupid rascal!

cried

The incident amused those passen-

Pale with anger, he hissed:
“Teport yourself for duty in the sec-
And he hustled

Miss Deane, mirthfully radiant, rose.
“Please don't punish the man, Mr.
“It was a
1le was taken by sur-
In his place I would have emp-

nhad happened.

heer accldent,

ot know exactly what

dient to the short shrill whistling of
Jemadars and quartermasters. Boat
lashings were tested and tightened,
canvas awnings stretched across the
deck forward, ventilutor cowls twisted
to new angles and hatehes clemped
down over the wooden gratings that
covered the holds. Officers, spotless in
white linen, flitted quletly to and fro.
When the watech was changed Ivis
noted that the “chief” appeared in an
old blue suit and carried oilskins over
his arm as he climbed to the bridge.
Nature looked disturbed and fitful,
and the ship responded to her mood.
There was n sense of preparation in

Fish and Animal mal}cr is superior to any other known ammoniate
Farmers' Bone is the fertilizer )

for growing cotton.

'0 MADE WITH FISH

ITS
SALES
GROW

BECAUSE
IT GROWS
CROPS

1985—250 TONS
1890-1,600 TONS

1896—12,000 TONS
1900-58,455 TONS

1905—130,091 TONS

F. S. ROYSTER GUANO CO.

the air, of coming ordeal, of restless
forcboding, Chains clanked with a
noise the girl never noticed bhefore; the
tramp of hurrying men on the hurrl-
cane deck overhead sounded heavy and
hollow. There was n squeaking of
chairs that was abominable when peo-
ple gathered up books and wraps and
staggered  ungracefully  toward the
companionway. Altogether Miss Deane
was not wholly pleased with the pre-
liminarles of a typhoon, whatever the
realities might be.

Why did that silly old woman allude
to her contemplated marviage to Lord
YVentnor, retalling the gossip of Hong-
kong with such malicious emphasis?
IFor an instant Iris tried to shake the
railing in eomie anger. She hated Lord
Ventnor., She did not want to marry
him or anybody else just yet. Of course
her father had hinted approval of his
lordship’s obvious intentlons. Countess
of Ventnor! Yes, it was a nice title.
Still she wanted another couple of
years of careless freedom. In any
event why should Lady Tozer pry and
probe?

And finally, why did the steward—
oh, poor old Sir John! What would
have happened if the ice had slid down

his neck? Thoroughly comforted by
thi  Eleafinl duame—si— soww wsss S
» “heavy bank of cloud

Captain Ross
in the mnorthwest” had put in an ap

Hare go1ny on the starboar
get behind it."

Norfolk, Va.
Columblia, 8. C.

Tarboro, N. C.
Macon, Ca.

glasses and cutlery on the saloon ta-
bles erashed to starboard. Were it not
for the restenint of the fiddles every-
thing must have been swept to the |
floor. There were one or two minor ac-
cidents, A steward, taken unawiares,

three points to the southward.
midnight we should be behind it."”

He struggled bacl: into the outslde
furr. By comparison the sturdy cita-
del he quitted was paradise on the edge

By

biz cloud should travel ap azalnst the

wind!
derment,

5

And so, amid confused won-
she lapsed into an uneasy
lumber, Ler last sentient thought be-

ing a quict thankfulness that the
- of an inferno. o
was thrown headlong on top of his Dow Fro e . serew  went thud, thud, thud, thud,
laden tray. Others were compelled to ‘“‘_':‘ in the M”‘K_‘“ the hardier pas-  with such determination,
cluteh the bucks of chaivs and cling to sengers were striving to subdue the After the cowrse was changed and

pillars. One man ivvoluntarily seized
the hair of a lndy who devoted an hour
before each meal to her coiffure. The
Sirdar with a frenzied bound tried to
turn a somersault.

“A change, of course,” ohscrved the
doctor, “They gencrally try d‘“{ﬁ%k‘%

«] must burry up aud go on deck,”
said Miss Deane.

“yYou will not be Dble to go on deck

now carefully polishing
kull with a table nap-

“i am 8sure you will forgive him,"”
“1 can't say why. but
looking so intently

Lady Tozer. “There fs no . o

2:“123\;-::‘ u:::.-::shwss." he sald, Ot t&t l::ne.:clmt he did not see what he was

-nhoons in the China sea are | doing. ] %

,cc:\t:t's}- :ﬁllugs while they last, but n The ex-chlef justice 1;:1: t::l:t;:‘l?[‘ﬂi-
it girdar is not troubled by | mollified. He did not min

. A Lcavy o . N earnuce.
e, e Q-I:’Ilflsel;‘rﬁx;: tlhc northwest, | Yozer might be, the owners daughter | P Ta! 'There it was, black, ominous,
cloud approaching | xery dancing | Was greater, v g iF (qgantic, rolling up over the horizon
you will sce the croc 3 . traid wCertalnly, miss, certninly, hel & F“ ' onstrous football. Around
fus e s ntddim:;“t: Lnudl? f}‘ozcr agreed, adding confidentlally; 1t ii ilt.ifl 301:‘11'13 i';lj;'!,‘l].eul'.‘ll into purple, fringed
you are not a good SATOT. ‘| cather hard on a steward to be sen 1e sk ] e
. ane?" ; “ide belt of brick red. She ha
Are yol, Mlss Deane? aft, miss. It makes such n difference with n wide
: . ‘o0 ) . Y6 sor eginning of a gale.
“Capital! I_r»h?uld .1“[2::- lz:e"a::;cﬁ;l; in the—er—the little gratulties given 111?\01\‘ s‘;:.::el:;ts:ﬁlet ll:.nt; s:md o Dok stie
ey i MI: l::;(m:n juto the chavt | by the passengers.” § 1ra {ned that only In great deserts
that you will take te' 11] n is simply | The girl was tactful. She smiled me g e A% Qust generated. There
house when this ¥D comprehension at the official and bent | wer in the dense pall now

could not be dust
rushing with giant strides across the
trembling sea. Then what was lt".:
Why was It so dark and menacing?
And where svas desort of stone and
gand to compare with this awful ex-
panse of water? What o small dot
was this great ship on the visible sur-
tace! Dut the ocean itself extended
away beyond there, reaching out to the
infinite. The dot pecame n mere speck,
undistinguishable pbenenth & celestial
microscope such a8 the gods might

condescend to use.

irls shivered and aronsed ‘herself
with a startled laugh.

rhe lively fanfare of the dinner

trumpet failed to fill the saloon. By
{his time the Sirdar was fighting reso-
lutely ngalost o stiff gale. But the
stress of actual combat was better than
the cerle sensation of impending dan-
ger during the earlier hours. The
trong, hearty pulsations of the en-
ines, the regular thrashing of the
erew, the steadfust onward plunging
f the good ship through racing seas
nd flying scud, were cheery, confident
nd inspiring.

Miss [I])enrm justified her boast that
gshe was an excellent sallor. She
smiled delightedly at the ship's sur-
geon when he caught her eye through
the many gaps in the tables. She was
alone, so e joined her. J
wyou are n credit to the company—
juite n sen king's daunghter,” he said.

“Doctor, do you talk to all your lady
yassengers in that way "

“Alns, no!
truthful when I am dumb."”
Trls laughed.
this ship I will certa
turned,” she cried.

put compliments from
down to—to"—

=20 ER®

!

Too often I can only be

s1f 1 remain long on
inly have my head
«] receive nothing
the captaln

ennui of an interval before they sought
their cabins. Some talked. One hard-
encd reprobate strummed the piano.
Others played cards, chess, dranghts-
anyihing that would distract attention,
The stately apartment offered strange
contrast to the warring clements witl.
Zlasses—theso surroundings suggested
a floating palace in which t'[m raging
seas weve defied. Yet forty miles away,
somewhere in the furious deptbs, four
corpses swirled about with horrible

| ¢
1 veseol forward like

the Sirdar bore away toward the south-

W

rometer cach hall hour.

u

twelve

rest the commnander consulted the ba-
The telltale
wrenry had sunk over two inches In
Lours. The abnormally _low

pressure quickly created dense clouds,

v

gushed out of the vorte

elting send,

Tue engines thrust the
a lanee into the
Wind and wave

itals of the storn.
< with Impo-

tent fury.

; i attling h ast soon after midnight the ba-
until the morning.” - uncertainty, lurching lhrough‘ b:lt:l\::,\.: . ,“l\lip.:[. ||[‘)\‘\'91 e IR v

She turned on him impetuously. In- sprrents and perchance cony oy e ¥ rom \L 1-"11\--. CalipbL UDRE ene
deed 1 will. Gaptain Ross promised fighting sharks. N m:'\m. i l Qil’mn'l,m‘l‘mh_ o becaone
me—that is, T asked him"— Tho surgeon had been called away. prououncer. - a 3

The doctor smiled. She was so charni
ingly iusistent! “It is simply impossi-
ble,” e said. whe companion (001S
are bolted. The promenade deck is
gwept by heavy seas every minute. A
boat hns been carried away, and sev-
eral stanchions snapped off like car-

lady left in the sa-

s was the only
4 t of whist play-

loon. She watched n se
ers for a time and then essayed the
perilous passage to her stateroom. She
found her maid and a gtewardesa
there. Both women were weeping.

#\What is the matter?’ she inquired.

sWwung rou

ILis face brizhtened.
oilskin coat, ginneed

to consult o chart
the clijel ofliver.

1 a point o the woestward.
Itoss smiled wenrlly.
ile opened his
at the compass
il nodded approval. Then he turned
I1o was joined by
Doth men examined

Then Captain

; rs UL . k. She (e chart in silence.

vots, Tror the first time in youl 1i.fo, The stewardess tried to speak  chart in sile s i

Miss Deane, you are pattened down. choked with grief and 1mst11_1' wo:‘\l (\“l‘l";:[l:l : :.?:: ]El;;.l\lll )n'lul;m Sy
The girl's face must have paled some- oyt The mald plubbered an esplana- , e !‘Lrll“l- wh_m)l o 1-1' et

what. e added hastily: “There is N0 gion. {he neighbe ;

put these precau-

danger, you know,
o : You would not

«A friend of hers was married, miss,

and 112 degrecs © 1at. )
w\We are about there, I think.”

tions are necessary. to the man who Is drowned i “\We.are aUORLLlers, - L cas Hipite:
like to sce several tons of waler rush- wDrowned! What man?” ' i‘lu. ‘lll'll h il”;:'"lh\_ m;m]." s the lo-
ing down the saloon stalrs; now, would “Hayen't you heard, miss? 1 sun- <-;|hl,\ \o: ‘u“ s

! : Joser ov  § ]
youtt pose they are keeping it quiet. An closel contint s e

" “peeidedly not.”  Then, after n pause:
“1t is not pleasant Lo be fastened up in
a great ivon box, doctor. It reminds
one of a huge coflin.”

“xot a bit. The Sicdar is the safest
ghip atloat. your father has always
in that vre-
company may not possess fast v
but (hey are seaw
in every respect:”
“ape  there many
poard:”

“xNo; just the
turbed livers.
dent shortly before
“(tond gracious!
“gome 1

people ill

nsua

dinner.”’
What happened”’

gundy. 1 harvdly
tails yet,” he replied.
or breakfast 1 will e
"

An Engiish guart
Lasgcars had been licked
forecastle by the greedy
I hiuge wave. The sncceeding suv

the five men bhack
{ one of the bluck s
aboard with o fractured leg

tongue of

-

essels, 7 % Mn."
+» phrase, “n huge cofiin.
orthy and well found tale p

on

| number of dis: gmple accommodation.
Wwe had a nasty accls punks,

JAsCArs woere canght by o BeA avp

know the exaet de- yopeq,
spomorrow aft-
1 you all about

ermaster and four yypy should |
1 from off the 45 jpatant de

ge flung  pot—if kind 0
against the guarter. giorm for a
flors was pitched
and other  agq of that watery

tives were

English sailor and some na
One native

gwept off the ship by a sea.

was saved, but he is nl red

The others were never seen agnin.”
Iris by degrees learned the sl

chronicles of the Jackson family. She
bererd

Outside the roaring waves
upon the iron walls,

Two staterooms ha
inte one to provide Mi

but a cozy bed was sC
the deck. She lay down and strov
read, It -wn§ 0 difficult task.

g wandered fro

placidly prepared for
eventunlities.,

Things were ridiculous,
was there for all this externd
yoor sailors be ¢
f 1t she could o
blivion would b
few blissful hours!

ner?

how could one sl¢

1 smashed up. |

|

pounded " Let us have

a4 been converted
ss Deane with
There were no
rewed to
e L0 rpe oflicer on duty saw them
ITer
m the printed page

vigue

What need
11 fary
ast forth
ath In such awful man-
nly slecp aml for-
lot out the
But
ep with the consclous-
giant thundeving

]

wxothing in the way
added.

axothing whatever. 1t is n bit of
good luck to meet such weather here.
We can keep as far soulh as we like
antil dayibreak, and by that time—
[ow did it look when you came in%"

pursued o aplendid policy was moved to tears. She reme ¢ a O
spect.  The London and Iongkong the doctor's hesitancy and her own A trifle better, Nk,

for some refreshments.
another look befere we

] hve sent

tackle them.”

The two officers passed out Into the
hinrricane. Instantly the wind endeav-
ored to tear the ehart house from off
the deck. 'They looked aloft and ahead.
and nod-

It wns use-
The wenther

ded silent compreliension.
less Lo attempt to speak.

- . e man had his leg bro- nark the absurd antics of her gar- \‘.‘;\3]H._'r('(-plihlj'l'i(‘!’ll‘l?l‘.
lf;‘:»l;::?m' s 1 «;30:“;1 awinging on their hooks. At mpen all three peered ahend ME““;'
sanvihing else?” times the ship rolled so far tl.:ut s'ho They stood, pressing against t!m v\ll:li '
The doctor hesitated. [Ie became pa¢ sure It must topple over. she Was  gocing to penetrate the Euurlducts: eI(;
interested in the color of some Bur- .ot afraid, but subdued, rather aston-  eront. Suddenly {hey were galvaniz

into strenuous activity.

A wild howl came from the lookout
forward. The eyes of the three men
glared at o huee dismasted Chinese
junk willowing  helplessly in the
trough of the sea dead under the bows.

The eaptain sprang to {he chart house
and signaled in fieree pantomime that
{he wheel should be put harvd over.

The officer in charge of the bridge
pressed the telograph lever to “stop”




