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Loty ARA IILLL’S STRAT &GEM

U ppt‘rtvul!uu was in a blaze, for the
danghter of u mun of millions was aboat
tomuke her tlghul into fashionable socjety.

No one wouid teil from whence P‘tnr
Bell mmo bhut. he had recently arrived
from some h-rclgu clime, purchased an el-
egant, up-lm\u mansion, and it was whis-
pered that lurge suips ot money had been
placed o) his eredit at a;numberyof the
metropolitun bunks. "Lrue, Mrs. Grundy
said that Peter had formerly held the po-
sition Lof Ygentleman’s gentleman';in Jon-
glund, had married a “maid-of-all-work,”
and, niter having snved up a little monay,
had sailed for Australia, and had: there
sueceeded in amassing an immense for-
tune,

But he wasa man of gold new, and what
he had heen must by no means be called
into question—he was an aristoorat now.

Ispecially were the young men of New
York in s flutter; for,a sole heiress was to
be won by some persen. Somg affirmed
that Clars Bell was another Psyche, while
others declured that she was o coarse,
red-haired, red-fuced -thing, ignorant and!
brazeu, awith o temper like, a hyena, and
oue of the greatest female tyrants t.hat
ever wore petticoats.

, Butno matter. The lucky winner of

: her hand swould . regeive, as an accom-
paniment, a rousing dewry, and & prince-

ly sum when her pavents died.  So.the
fops gavetheirmustaches an extra French
twist, snd got themeelyes up generally in
{.~ithe.most improyed  style, for, the, invita-
s tions thad alreudy heon issued for the
gathering atithe Bell  mansion, and the
cvent was to transpire that very evening.

Among ihioso especially, interested was
one who was an especinl favorite with the
lady portion of the .circle in which he
moved.s He was a' young Frenchman,

Imndsome and polished in: his mannaers,
und: he sgloried in the title and nam¢
of Coubt Hénridedave, . He was not's,
mun of gréatdntelect, but He possessed 'a
fund of soft nothings in the shape of
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words, and he knew Just where and whenf
;o use, them te please. i
For mo:p thgn an iour Qount De Lave

hnd sfood in front of his mirrer, arrang-
ing his immaculate self for the conquest
Ao, anticipated making, A huge gem

glittered in Jhis spotiess shirt-bosony,  but
an expert could easily detect the fact ?lint
it was only an imitation, and upon the,
little finger of the right hapd  there was
worn another jewel of stifl greater bril-
Jiasncy, It was a yeal diamond. [, . |

he glanced at an unpaid, boardbill lymg
upon, the table/beside b un,a.ncl then ngacl
long and earnestly upon his ring. . After

| 8,time, with u deep sigh, hejexclaimed : .|

“It is ze last. I cpunotleave :iag;upd
hotel for zis is ze place for. ze rich Count
Henri De Lave. Ze ring must be ppp
to-morrow, unlese’” ;aud he Jeughed
as he continued . uniess some of ze fair

| 1adies should be" unifortunate ¢nough 'to,

losk some valuable article totight, and 1
‘should be 1) fmlunutu as to find it. 'We
s]:all gée”

L LG

1" An hotr later the cuum énter the sa-p

éibua phrlms of the 'Bell ‘ mausion. His
appea.mncc wuisu u:gnul fm a general
flutter | amony the fuir; and | lie bowed in
the most um:ru\ud s-l.\lg. to many he had
previously met, und upon’ cich he, be-
‘stowed 1 well-timed :.‘umj_ﬂimom, all of
which’ were reéeived with' mm]»m ing ac-
'knn\vledgcmmis which’ "showed how
h:ghl\ grutifying weke lis words,
He 'was miet by ' Mr. and Mis. Dell—

: pleﬂn, Uhast nming"p(n]:lc—*mu! ‘weleom-'

ed umlmll) "After mu}.mg a8 he sup-

| posed a favarable impression upon them,

he usked :

=Shall we'soon see ze meteor of za eve-
ning—ze grand queen of z¢ fete?  We
cannot rest'until her  duzzling splendors
flush upon ug, which must delight ze eye
and thrill zc¢ hcart.”

“Do you mean my daughter?”’ asked
Mr. Bell.

“Yes monsicur, I mean ze fairy you
have g grand p!maulc to call by that
name,’

“She will be'down 'prescutlv il

While waiting for the “Evening Star,”
the count upproached a group of ludies,
and hearing their words,” lis '‘attention
was drawn toward a young man, who sat
apart by himself unnoticed and un-
known.

“Who can he he?” asked one.

“A handsome man, at all events,” anid
another.

“A dacidedly plebian expression of
face; and certninly not of our cirele,”
gaid a third.

“I ean tell you who he is,” said an ex-
quisite standing near.

#0Oh, tell us—tell us.”

“His name is. Walter Clyfl. Ho lan-
ded in this ‘country from Italy ouly
about 8 month ago. It is said that he
i3 a painter, but ashe has no reputation
as yet, ha is not Dblessed with a supern-
bundance. of greenbacks. Yesterday I
saw him with' a ragged coat upon his
‘back trying to !dispose -of & pictura in
‘Broadway. ' By chance, Mr. ' Bell lcamo
in at the moment, and taking aféncy to
the young man, although o stranger to
him, engaged him to' paint’ the family
‘portraits. I suppose he has been ' paid
something on account, and  thus been cn-
abled to replenish his dilapidated ward-
robe,”

“And duuhtltﬁs Mr, Ball has invited
him to be present to-night.”

“No doubt of it.”

“What presumption,”

“True—but we must treat him civilly
on accopnt of the family.”

“I shan’t notice /him, * the presnming
pauper.”

.red Ium;cd red-faced gn'l

while she v a-rurouql y

'partially detached froni'hér'arm. /-

| “Nor I-—nor I” c'hlma& in ‘lmlf n-do—-

zen voices.
* At this moment mrj‘ ' 8ice was hdsh-

ed, for the great eyent gf the cvening|.

was about to, transpire. Every eye was
directed toward the door, through which
the bell was to appear.

She came; and there was a low mur.
mur, mdn.atwe of dwappo;ntm‘ent. She
wa& d.lsgustmgly “plehian”—a squatty,
with £mall,
twinkling eyes, a pug nose, a n;loat. copa~
cious mouth, and there ‘was a duck like
waddle in her walk: Her dress was ri-
diculously, picturesque inits yariety of
bright ¢olors, worn quite short, and her

eet were ¢ncased in a m}rqof shoes such

as probably would have.¥een selected by
a country. milk-maid for barn yard work,
She walked  down;tha centre of the

pmlom with about as much grace as a |

plg on | stilts \\uuld huye done, grin-
ning  and bm\mg rig}lt a.nd left
mlg;ed a, huge
Chinese fan, which seemed to cause ler
conculmublv effort. On she stopped to
re-arrange a necklace o brilliants, and
to re-clasp a bracelet which *had become

Her waiting maid followed her.  This
latter pereon’ Aviis - a pi.ii'!’ect! marble of

beauty, her dress cuusi&hng’ ‘of 'Bmipla,

white Swiss, \uthuut 1]19, gimplest sign of
an ornament of any description, Her
Iﬂh‘ fllll nts W (‘rL grllt Sf‘i] Ilnj] ]lcl‘ man-
ner that of O\tumc nmdcﬁty A hundred
admiring 1\(*- followed l\er, but she
sechued €0 Fhadnk {rai tho I!’himn stnra,.

and very guictly eheseated hérselfin the,

chadow of the window curtaing, and by
chance, near the young artist, Walter
Clyit.

After Miss Bell had made a survoy
of the entire party, the struck n rort of
“Jim Crow” attitude, and exclaimed in
a squeaking voice:

“Come, let's hiave a dance. We all
know each other, and don’t’ want no -
troduction. What do you say?”

“A dance by all means and several of

them,” replicd a number of the gentle-

men.

“That's vizht? You sce I've got on
my dancing shoes. 1 ean't dance with
slippers, not o bit of it. But trot out
with your partners, boys—and I ey,
who's going to dance with me?”

“Shall 1 have ze grand pleasure?”’ ask-
ed Del.ave, us he came forward, bowi ing
low.

The beauty cyed him for an instant,
and then exclaimed: :

“Hello! You're a Dutchman.”

“No, most heautit'ul queen, I am from
La Bello France.

“The Count Henry de Lave,” goid Mr.
Bell.

“Oh, he’s o parlez vous, is he, and a
count at that?”

“At your service, my beautiful quecn.”

“Queen! That's good. I ain’t no
queen yct, but 1 would’s mind being a
countess.” Then she nsked:

“Can you heel and toeit, parlez vous.”

“L will try, mademoijselle,’’

“T'hen trot me out, parlez vous,”

Of course they, were not a few who
avere thoroughly  disgusted, and would
have taken their departure, could they
have framed n  reasonable excuse to do
80, and had not curiosity also, prompted
them to remain. As it was, the music
sounded, sets were {formed, and the danc-
ing commenced.

Miss Bell now appearcd to be in her
element. True, the musiec did not ex-
actly suit her, but entirely disregurding
time, she eame the “double shuffle,” the
“break down,” and the “Lrigh jig,” in the
most approvaed. etyle, trisking about in
such a manner_that long before the cotil-

/| head,

lion Fould have been. hrought 0 8 closc,

;the cqnf-_uma she crgated, . }md terminn-
ted ity 4 L ea {

She w as eontented htmrm or, nnd 'sch
after set was formed; hut afler the firs
thay.were mors regular, &nd, were  com-

Jipleted. . Eacl:time the Frenchman wns

he_r partuer, fornone . cared; to becomeé
his. rival. He seemed quite, satisfied,

was profuse.in his compliments, ; andl evi< |-

dently belieyed that he had  -made & de-
cided impression -upon the heiress. 1,
At length she exclpimed: i cin.
“Where's my maid?,She: shall dagce.
And who is, this talking, with., het? Ne-
ver mind—ho shall lie her partner;’’ and
she seized, Walter and  the young gitl, |
dragging them both on the floox, uy, | -
This, wnsaligost,; toa mucli/for:pomt oft
the fashionables, but they, swyallowed: t]u
“insult,”rand the dancing was! renawed.: '
‘Certainit was that the maid became thei
center of attraction, o far as the gentle-
men wers congerned, and the envy of the
ludies, Even De Lave sighed gs hia eyes
followed her graceful movement, and, he
seould not but draw thie contrast betwceu
servant and mistriss, | i
Miss Bell noticed! this, und ehe beoarhe
1unuuuly__}t.uluua in o moment,. ; After
the dance was overyand thesnnid 'aeatofd;
the mistress; approached. her, dud  ci:
claimed in a loud and angry-voices ;.-
{Youwimpudent ;htizzy, :yon're lllwajrs
trying to cut me out, with your dolk face. | :
(ig to yourroom ardidan’t' let me, sée yow
again to-night? At.the same:time Miss

Belligave- her. nmmnrt. bluw with hcr

fan, -
The girl to]nretl tlctpl\. tuu]. lnstantly
left the apartmant. - But in Her mortifi-
cation, she had one Source of consolation
The young artist had looked his sympit-
thy, and =he felt sure he would haye
spoken kind, wunls had; qppormmty hcuu

aftorded him. 1 fva L

It was but a fow nmmeuts a.ﬂ.sr this |

hefore considerable excitement was man-
ifest, and then the announcément came
that one of the Indy guests had dost a
hracelet sl with dinmonds, and valued
at two thousand dollars. A most dili-
gent search was made, but it was no where
to he found.

The loser ivas: a little dried-up speci-
men of female loveliness, owning to thir-
ty, but paint and: powder could not make
80 great a deduction from the fifty  win-
ters: which had probably passed over har
In a'spiteful imanner, while she
pretended to weep, she exelaimed:

“A robbery has been committed, and
such a thing has never occurréd Hefore
where our eircle have met.. There is one,
‘| stranger present, and heis notof us. ' I
demand that he be instantly searched.”.

“Do you refer to- me; madam?”’ asked
Walter Clyft, springing to his fest, and
turning very pale,

“I, do,sir,"” was the sneering answer.

“Then I demand that you shall search
me,”

“No—I would not dirty my fingers
with such n canuille as you. Mr. Bell
should protect his guests, and I demdnd
that he make a search!”

“If Mr. Clyft' is willing,”
Bell.

“Perfectly,” answered the artist.

The search was mdde, but the' mlming
jewal was not found. This opora'mu
over, the host turned, mul ho\\lngwhm
guests, said:

“Ladies and gentlemen, this iy my
first lmrty, and it will be my last. Good
n'ght.” '

The meauing could not be, m:slaken.

returncd

and one hy, one the company took; their | ;
As the loser of the dinmends did |,

leave,
g0, & check of double their wvalue was
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plmg.mmm ﬂ#‘tﬂhmﬂdl re-
marked: o roodyemdl vio Lasibadt
/| #Be kind enough, jnadsme, ;to .agquit
mygelf and. family of , m}' hlame ip; this
matter.” aam 1 ¢ogx il oy ol 15w
--De Lave was the last ta demunnd
a8 he went dawn- tho qtepq, Bell, icalled
sfter-him; spying: nd roithen
i +“Come again m-,momm pﬂln
{‘By.garl’” was the | anqhm; hl-
oquy, as he proceeded itoward his, . l)m.el-

/[#2ig is A igood - night's: mork, ;i A -two

thioysand;set, of diamanda, lndmhsim
F%J tad 1y / -Ii il ik ! 13
a Ebemtﬂay. innd :mamdm ﬁ{ o
| month; found{ him o reghlar; visiter: at
finely, and. tha iday wos gven; fixed £ir the
martiage, although pa yet.Mr,; nud, Mrs.
Nl m-ﬂﬁ m UIM’I vad odw
{ir £Time enough,? said the bride, sleet.

(Meantime the young .artist: had been
busily engaged upen his paintings, (The
maid had hecome, his. subject, and, he
loyed her.... Nor did; he Jove iu_r veiz. He
| vas an a.opep;ed loyer—one/ more | day
yvas io make bim g lmppx hpsband. .,

v One morning. the entire party;wers as-
ﬂmblcdm sthe; parlor,, spd, the) young
girl whispered.to, her Exench Jovers .o

*MNow is the time.to ,a8k the ¢ am
and woman, ‘1 Qut with,ity parley. vous.’,

. De Lawa ﬁddl‘ciwi o parents,, spy-
-lllg' Gumbian oo ydl av'abibango

dneply lova m mm Sreatyre.
Have a4 .voumwmsm make, her.y
wifef” s 110 g130ito sild

“Of caursc you have. Y. u“rphnll gbo
married in  chureh tormaunow .eyeniung,
Tlmt's the time \Vul;er ngﬁ’ and, my
daughter.are to bs ',iuued £} sadw ¥o

“Your danghter!” cned qutgr, aprlng-
ing to his feot, | 5t

“Your llau;,htarl" echut.d thg
,man, “Why, it isyour, duughm:l wmh
to, nmrr}, wiisq b gealla v hessies:
“Is it? \Ylly I. thought.you,; wera in
love with my,: redheaded, seryant g;rl
who sits so lovingly by;your ,s:de.

‘The secret was out,and De Lavg wmt
ed to. hear,no  more. .; He, bolted, down
the house in duuble-qulg.k tirae, and
rushed down the streot like a madman.
He wns scen no more. . |,

,/The young artist was deccived al-
thnugh agreeably so, when he: ,fpund that
he, was to wed the , mistress, ,and.not the
maid,  That was gettled, and, itwas also
settled, tlm.t np more pl;_udd}pu&.;ea should
take phu.e att the Bell mm;mgn, gotdu

NEWsPAPER PROPRIETY—It "8 ‘not a
very charitaBlIe oy Broad v}qw which takes
it for granted that luthﬂewapnpcrs of the
country asavoid selisationalistvdo'g6 from
fear of suits for libel.: It might!:justas
reasonablybeiobjectedi by 'profligate: jper-
sons to men of gootl' dharacter! that they
are moral and’ decent bedause: virtue is
economical.«' To'meét fuch'a cavil, as ap-
plied to newspaper, (says the Baltimore
Sun;) it is enough ' to say ‘that if editors
choose to make them: the medium of im-
purity, they can do o' withéut-indurting
the panalties of libel. - Itis!quite possible
to'make & newspapér an-indeceat puhli-
cation without assailing any: particular
individual. « The gréat aim of o journal
in this' regard should 'beto: respett the
delicacy ard purity of the: piiblic,! and
whenever it becomes necessary to thténi-
‘cle occurrencés of & sdandalovs charscter
ito dischatge-themnpleasant daty Lnu-ha

v [l J
Ciakllill

iy

| brief and dclicate terms as  possiblejaaitd

80 a8 not to ministér tov denisttionalisd or
pruriency. This much'is"temandsd in
the intérests of public virtueund decency
s well s of the family'éirclesinte 'which
newspapers ‘find ‘their Waglto puiva

. Weanyatzoticeinywasd,

if we wou d ascen 'upwl



