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EVIDENCE ALL IN.

THB CASE WILL PROBABLY GO TO THE
JURY TOMORROW.
James H. Tillman Tells His Story Graphi~
cally and in an Impressive Maunner,
The Arguments.

[Special to Herald and News ]

Lexington, S. C.,.October 1r1.—
T'he taking of testimony in the case
of James H. Tillman, charged with
murder in the killing »f N. G,
Gonzales, was concluded at 4 o'clock
Baturday afternoon, and the record
fs complete so far as, under the
circumstances, it could be mnade
complete. When the last witness
came off the stand the trial had
lasted through exactly two weeks.
T'wo days will be given to the ar-
guments, and His Honor judge
Gary will charge the jury on Wed-
nesday. Thus the case will go to
the jury on Wednesday morning,
the third day of the third week.

MR. TILLMAN'S VERSION,

The keenest public interest in the
case centered in the testimony of
the defendant, Colonel James H.
Tillman. For the first time he gave
his version of the affair.  Col. T'll-
man was placed on the stand an
hour before the time for adjourn-
ment on Thursday aflternoon and
his testimony was concluded a few
minutes after three o'clock on Fri
day. He was on the stand about
six hours all together. He was col-
lected and bore himself with ease
amounting almost to a seeming ab-
sence of interest. It was apparent
from his answers, however, that he
had weighed each word carefully
before it was uttered. Ie was sub
jected to a severe and skillful cross-
examination by Mr. Bellinger for
the State, but never once did he
lose his self possession,

THI LINE OF DEFENSK.

A review of the State’s testimony
has already been given in these
columns, and with that side of the
case the readers of this paper are
entirely familiar., ‘I'he evidence for
the defense was along three distinct
lines:

Testimony was produced to con-
tradict the evidence brought for-
ward by the State that Mr. Tillman
had made threats against Mr. Gon-
zales' life,

Testimony was produced to prove
that, on the contrary, Mr. Gonzales
iad long cherished bitter animosity
against Mr. ‘lillman's family and
against Mr. ‘Tillman and had re-
peatedly made threats against Mr.
Tillman’s life.

Testimony was brought forward
to prove that at the fatal moment
when Mr. Gonzales and Mr, Till-
man met, Mr, Gonzales' action was
such that Mr. Tillman, «.cing it in
connection with the threats which
had been repeated to him as having
been made by Mr. Gonzales, con-
sidered that action a demonstration
against his own life, and fired as
he thought to protect himself.
““Had he pursued his straight
course, he would have been safe
from harm,’ testificd Mr. Till-
man.

“‘HI{ CUT DIAGONALLY ACROSS.”

The strong point in the State’s
evidence,—that Mr, Gonzales, when
he miet Mr, T'illman, cut diagonally
geross the pavement to avoid brush-
ing against  him,—DMr.  Tilliman
turned to his own account. The
construction placed on this move ol
Mrv. Gonzales, whether it was a
demonstration against Mr. Tillman's
life ar an attempt to avoid Mr. Till-
man, has differcd with the relative
positions on thie pavenient assigned
Mr, Tillman and the two  gentle
men with him.  All the witnesses
for the State, except Senator “L'al-
L bird, placed Mr. Tillman on the
" autside, Senator Talbird in the cen-
tre, aud Senator Brown on the in-
side.  Mr. Gonzales, they said, was
walking down the street in the cen-
tre of the pavement.  When he ap-
proached Mr. L'iilinan and Senators
Talhird and Brown he cut diagon-
ally across towards the inside, going
 away from Mr. Tillmau on the out
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ators Talbird and Brown Both
sides agree as to the move, the

State holdihg it was an attempt to
avoid Mr. Tillman, the defense
holding that it, taken with other
circumstances, was a demonstration
against Mr, Tillman’s life.

The evidence for the State and
the evidence for the defense is con-
tradictory at almost every peoint.
Both sides have been presented
with consummate skill, Which
witnesses are to be helieved? ‘The
jury must decide, and upon the
answer which they give to that
(uestion must depend their verdict.

Cor..

TILLMAN'S TESTIMONY.

James H, Tillman, the defendant,
was placed on the stand at about
five o'clock Thursday afternoon,
T'he burden of Mr. ‘T'illman’s testi-
mony was that for many years Mr,
sonzales has pursued him with re-
lentless malice ; that within recent
years he had repeatedly made
threats against his life; that when
he and Mr. Gonzales met Mr, Gon-
zales cut diagonally across the pave-
ment towards him instead of contin-
ning his course in order to pass,
at the same time thrusting his hand
deeper in his pocket as if to draw a
weapon, and that these movements,
taken in connection with Mr. Gon-
zales'  Dbitter  editorials and the
threats which had been repeated to
him as having come from Mr. Gon-
zales he considered a demonstration
against his life, and shot as he
thought in order to protect his own
life.

Mr. Tillman was examined
Col. Croft, and testified in
stance as follows:

While in Winnshoro reading law
in the office of his brother-in-law,

by
sub-

ticle for the Winnsboro News and
Herald, replying to an article which
Mr. Gonzales had written for the
News and Courier (Mr. Gonzales
at the time being the Columbia cor-
respondent  of the News and
Courier), in which Mr. Gonzales
had misrepresented his uncle, now
Senator Tillman, Mr. Gonzales
wrote to ascertain the name of the
writer, which was at first withheld
because his friends advised him not
to get into a controversy, but upon
a second r-quest from Mr. Gonzales
his name was given,

The next transaction that arose
between Mr. Gonzales and himself
was when he applied in 1890 for
membership in the South Carolina
club, Mr. Gonzales, he said,
drummed up enough of his friends
under the rules of the club 1o black-
ball him and he withdrew his name.
‘I'hen he challenged Mr. Gonzales
to a duel to be fought over in
Georgia, He refused to reduce the
challenge to writing because he was
afraid it would be used against his
uncle, then Governor B. R, Tillman,
He went to Georgia and waited for
Mr, Gonzales a couple days, but he
didn't come. In that year Mr.
Gonzales made a bitter attack on
him in the afternoon paper in Co-
lumbia and in other papers, calling
him a contemptible scalawag and he
didn’t kiiow what else,

Mr, “I'illman said he was once
the Washington correspondent for
several papers. Mr. Gonzales at
that time, just after the second elec-
tion of Cleveland, was an aspirant
for the position of consul general to
China, Mr. ‘I'illman, upon the best
infor umtlon he could gather, as he
said, “*all newspaper men do except
in South Carolina, where they
never try to hunt any facts at all,”’
wrote to his papers that Mr. Gon-
zales would not he appointed,  Mr.
sonzales was in Washington, and
they met in the lobby of the Metro-
politan hotel, where they had some
hot words  T'he next day he walked
up to the cigar counter and bhonght
some cigars A crowd was stand-
ing araund and he turned  around
Lo effer a cigar to somebody. Il
did not know who was there, and
he telt he had made a mistake in
offering Mr. Gonzalesone. Mr, ‘L'ill-
man saidd he came back ta Colum-
bia, where he was Columbia  cor-
respondent for the Atlanta Consti-
tution for some time. He went to
Iidgefield to  practice law about
1894.

When the Spanish  war broke
out he was appointed licntenant
colonel of the First 8. C. Regiment,
his firit public office.  Asked aboul
the refecence which had been made
in articles in the State about his try-
ing to get the regiment  disbanded,
Mr, ‘I'ilhman said that was truc,
After the war was virtw illy aver he
didd not feel that it was just to the
prw ates Lo go to the front, griving
up taerative posltions for $is 40 a
wonth,  1The conduet of the State
was very bitter towards him during
his military life, it had always bheen
very bitter towards him since he
was 21 years of age. Mr. Gonzales
on one occasion wanted to have him
court-martialed because he had
some negroes whipped because they

had stolen a pistol from an old

0. W. Buchanan, he wrote an ar--

L'izegro along with his roguncn; “'He
had me arrested and hrnug]ifi‘)cﬁ:re

a magistrate, and the magistrate
dismissed it.”  Wheu Col. Alston
died he was promoted' to the

coloneley. It was attenpted to be
represented against him  that, after.
he was made colonel he wanted to
keep the regiment in service. To
show the falsity of that, he said
after his coloneley expired, he tried

to enlist in the 'Third Nebraska
Regiment, of which W. J. Bryan
was colonel.  After that Mr. Gon-

tempted to orL.uuze a 'company of

pines and had ridiculed him when
elected senior vice-commander-in-
chief of the Spanish War Veterans’
Association, to which position he
was clected over Gen. Joe Wheeler.

Mr Tillman's narrative at this
point reached his entrance into
political life, his campaign for
lieutenant governor in 19oo  T'he
statement that he was a traitor to
his uncle and had tried to defeat
him when he ran for governor was
absolutely false aud that man (Mr,
Gonzales) knew it when he wrote
it Mr Tillneo denounced as ab-
solutelv fudse @ nwmber of editorials
in the Stite in oaeference to  his
oflicial and personal acts during the
time he was lieuténant governor.
Asked about the attacks which Mr.
Gonzales had made upon him, Mr,
Tillman said he thought Mr. (Gon-
zales' paper had been pretty well
devoted to him and to menibers of
his family since 18go. T‘hese ar-
ticles had always lLeen extremely
abusive and scurrilous.

At this point a long argument
ensued as to whether or not Col.
Tillman could testify as to the truth
or falsify of the editorials. In the
midst of the argument the court
adjourned until Friday morning.
At the conclusion of the argument,
Judge Gary held that Col. Tillman
could not testify as to the actual
truth or falsity of the editorials, but
that he could testify what feelings
those editorials engendered in his
breast.

Mr. Tillman contined his testi-
mony. He had given no cause for
the charge in the editorials that he
had witi-held money collected for a
Confederate monument at Fdgefieid,
and at one of the meetings in the
last campaign had produced a tele
gram from Mrs. Gen, Hvans, the
president of the monument associa-
tion in which she receipted for all
the money he had collected.

As to the Jenkins sword incident,
Col. Tillman said he withdrew the
invitation to Mr. Roosevelt to pre-
sent the sword at the Charleston
exposition, because in withdrawing
an invitation to Senator Tillman t
dine at the White IHouse becaus
Senator T'illman had engaged in .
fight on the floor of the senate, Mr.
Roosevelt insuylted the 8tate of
Bouth Carolina by insulting one of
her senators, who was also an uncle
of his, The first thought of with-
drawing the invitation came from
some of the subscribers,

He only wished he could get an-
other chance to withdraw an invi-
tation, since Mr. Roosevelt had got
to dining with Booker W%hmgtou
and appointing negro officials in
Charleston. Mr. Gonzales’ edito-
rials upon this incident and others
in connection with it, he said, con-
tained about as much venom as a
rattlesnake,

Col. Tillman denied that he had
told Mr. C. J. T'errell that he would
kill Mr. Gonzales. He had never
been intimate with Mr, Terrell and
would hardly take a man into his
confidence who had fought him as
bitterly as Mr. Terrell had. Mr.
Tillman denied in toto having made
any threats against Mr, Gonzales'
life, corroborating Mr. Blease's tes
timony as to his conversation with
Dr. Adams,  He corroborated the
witnesses who testified to having
repeated to him thregts made by
Mr. Gonzales againat his life.

Col "Fillman said that the after-
noon before the shooting his own
pistol was out of order and he had
given it to Mr. I'. H. Dominick to
carry tothe gun-smith,  In view of
the threats made by Mr. Gonzales,
considered it unwise to go unarmed
and the afternoon before the shoot-
ing he borrowed Mr, I, J. William's
pistol and Iater gave it to his nephew

Tillman Buuch to return. He went
down to the State Ilouse on
merning ol the shooting with ‘I
man Bunch's pistal. _He found bis
pistol in his 100m at the State Hous e
when he got there.

My, Pilman  continuing, de
seribod the mecting with Mr, G
zales, and the shooting, as follows:

SWell, we vent on out of Lhe
State lImlh{. mysell and Senato
Brown and Senator ‘I‘albird, as be
fore stated, walking down thc street,
across the State House grounds and
up Main street, and, just before I
got to the transfer station I notlced
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M. CALDWELL, Manager.



