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HUMAN LIFE IS CHEAP
IN SOUTH GAROLINA.

FATHBER AND SON SHOT TO DEATH IN
FLORENCE.

In Presence of Wife and Mother.—Then
Willlam King Snaps Plstol at
Woman’s Head, —And It
Was All About
a Dog.

[Special to the State.]

Florence, I'eb. 4.—William K'ng
shot and killed Samuel Rogers and
mortally wounded James Rogers,
futher of Samuel Rogers, about
soven miles from here on the planta.
tion of Alonzo Hewitt late Suturday
evening.

From the evidence at the coroner’s
inquest the following story of the
kiling is obtained: Mrs. Hewitt,
who was an eye witness and in whose
yard the shooting oceurred, said:

“I was at home when Mr. Rogers
oawme up in front of the house in the
road. Mrs. Rogers was with him.
Samuel Rogers, his son, bad just
come from Florence and abont to
turn his mule loose in the lot. About
this time Mr. King came up and
spoke to Mr. Rogoers. Mr. King
asked Mr. Rogers sbout a dog. Mr.
Rogers told him that the dog was
down at the house and that he counld
got him if he would go with him.
Me. Rogers told Mr. King that as
he was a poor man he wounld ap-
preciate it if he would give him a
little something for the care of the
dog, a3 he had kept him for some
time, not knowing whose dog it was.
Mr. King replied: ‘Yes, I will pay
you for keeping my dog and will puy
in lead and I will give it to you now.
He then drew a pistol and fired at
Mr. Rogers: Just as he fired young
Rogers said to King: ‘If yon shoot
papa you will have to shoot me.’
King quickly turned and pointing his
pistol at young Rogers, fired. Young
Rogers fell on his knees and then to
the ground. King then turned to-
wards old man Rogers and opened
fire again on him, shooting him three
more times. I saw Mr. Rogoras fall
to the ground. Mrs. Rogers then
ran up and said to Mr. King: ‘You
have killed my baby.! Mrs. Hewitt
then said to her. ‘Yes, and he hug
killed your old maun.’ XKing then
turned with his pistol still smoking,
and said to Mre. Rogers: ‘Yes, and
by God, I will kill the whola a—d
family.” As he said so he shoved
the pistol in Mra, Rogers’ face, and,
pointing’it at her head, snapped it
oree or twice. Had there been more
oartridges in the gun he would have
wiped ont the entire family, as he
had stated, for thare were only three
~—father, wite and son.”

The Rogers family lived several
hundred yards from Alonzo Hewitt
in & log eabin with one room, Thoey
were poor people but hard working
and honest. The story as told by
Mys. Rogers is practically the same
as told by Mrs. Hewilt.

Mr. Rogers also made n statement
which corroborates that of Mra. Hew.
itt and Mrs. Rogers in every partion:
lur oxcopt that Mr. Rogoers stated
that the dog in question had taken

. up uat his (Rogers’) honse. Ho did

“.not know whose dog it was until n

lorence  yesterday when o man
asked him it ho had  setter biteh at
' Ho told him that he had
Jone there that took np there but he

/ did not know whose dog it was. The

man, who, ns he afterwnrds found
‘out, was William King, who shot
him and his son,

Mr. Rogers said further:  “King
told me in I"lorence he would give
me & little something for earing for
the dog.  That was ull that was said.

' Have never had auy tronble or words

“time and

1 effect in the stomach and

with King, and never knew him until
. yosterday. Nover nny
" with King before during the
ahooting,  There was no one presont
but my son, Mrs. Hewitt and my
" wife, but I believe that Mr, Thomas
~ Howitt came up with the man King
and after the first shot he begged
King not to shoot”’
Young Rogers was shot. only one
died within ten minutes
" after he was shot. The bullet took

had worda

or

ranged

“downward, Old man Rogers was

TWICE A WREK, $1.50 A YEAR

shot four times, the first two shnts
disabled both arms and ‘he last two
entered the body, and his life blood
is slowly ebbing away. He was re-
ported to be dying late this after-
noon,

It seems, too, that there is aunother
part of the story of the shooting.
King did leave a message for the
sheriff with his wife saying that he
did not mean to be taken and did
not want to lie in jail, so that he had
left the State. He said farther that
if he was sure that the witness would
tell the truth that he would noy mind
coming to Flgrence and giving him-
self up, but he would not risk it. It
it is also said that all parties had
been drinking and that when Tom
Hewitt drove up the Rogers, were
ruising & row and it is said that King
claims that they both came on him
with kuives and that he shot in self
defense. There is also a pitchfork
spoken of, and there are witneses for
the defense, as well as for the prose-
oution. Both sides, as nearly as
oan be gathered, are presonted to the
rouader.
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THE GOOD ROADS BILL

Killed in the House On Tuesday Morning,
Strongly Defended by Mr., Auli,

T'he Bill introduced in the House
by Mr. Aull, of Newberry, providing
for specinl elections in each county
in the State to decide whether or not
such county should issue bonds for
macapamizing and permanently im-
proving the public highways, was
killed on Tuesday. The following
account is taken from the News and
Courier of Wednesday :

“Mr, Auall took up his road bill
and made one of the best spesches of
the session in favor of good roads.
He said:

v A PLEA FOR (GOOD ROADS,

I have listened with a great deal
of interest for the past three weeks
to the discussions in the House, espe
cinlly those bearivy upon the sub.
jeet of roads and road improvement.
Judging from expressions of mem-
bera on this floor, I should conclude
that the sentiment that something
should be done for the improvement
of our high ways, is strong through-
out the State. Two bills have passed
this House on this subject which are
in the right direction, an? which will
help to improve the con .tion of our
publie roads. The one o permit the
inerense of the commutation tax and
the other to permit convicts up to
ten yoars to be sentenced to the
county chain gange. If I had my
way I would place all the conviets
now in the penitentiary, except the
women and children and those too
feeble to perform hard labor, on the
public roads, and sell the State farme,
excopt a sufliciency to maintain the
couviets whom we would be obliged
to keep within the penitentiary for
the ressons stated. While the in-
erenso in the commutation tax will
belp, yet I believe the only way and
the right way to seoure good roads is
by a property tax, Why should the
State require or expect the non-prop-
erty holder, the negro and the poor
white man, to keep up the publie
roads and exempt the property in
incorporated citios and towns and the
railroads und other corporate wealth
from benring its proportionate share
of the publiec burden and contribut-
ing its purt in this public benefac.
tiont  Tho benefite to this elass ol
property wonld bo as great as to the
proporty in the raral districts. Fvery
body ures the publie road. Tt ia the
aource of all commerce and the amall
artery which loads np “to the contre
of trade nnd the feeder for the big
railronds which traverse our country.
The publie rond is as mueh the pub
lic property ns the Court House or
the jail, and the burden of its build
ing and ita maintonence shonld rost
upon ull the peopls and sll the prop
erty alike.

For that reason the bill haa
introduced and it doss not

boen
propope
to fusten tne burden npon the people
oxcept by their consont, but T want
the peoplo of each connty to have an
opportnnity to sany for themselves
whather or not they want to take
this gront advance step snd moke an

investment which, while it will in-

.

-spent.

crease thoir taxes, will pay them in
return ten fold, yes, s hnndred fold,
not only in the comfort wad conve-
nience, but in the actual saving of

money. I do not know what the
conditions may be elsewhere, but I
know in my own county the publio
highways are in a more deplorable
condition than they have been in my
recollection. '

It will nu doubt be objected that
this bill will increase taxes and some
geotlemun has said that he did not
want to leave a debt to his children,
It will increaso taxes, but it will in-
crease them where the people are
willing to bear the burden and where
they can see and enjoy and reap the
benefits of the money they pay.
The biggest tax the people of this
country are paying today is the mud
tax.

All T axk 18 to give the people of
oach county the privilege of saying
for themselves whether or not they
desire to continue to pay this heavy
mud tax or whether they desire to
take a forward step and get out of the
mud and by improving the publio
roads increase the value of rural
property, make the country, as it is
Ly nature, the ideal place to live, and
stop the rapid depopulation of the
rural distriets. That is all. Why
should we halt or hesitate when
averybody wants to see the roads im-
proved? T'here is nothing more im-
portant for this General Assembly to
do than to provide the way for the
people to do something for the im-
provement of the public highways.
After they are secured no one will
regret the cost or be willing to give
the reads in exchange for the money
Proper and equal assessnionts
of property and good schools are all
to be desired, but first of all, and in
order to secure the best results from
these other things, we want to see
our roads improved and put in such
condition that the people may reaoh
their local markets and railways and
perform their public dulies with
some degree of comfort and satisfac
tion, not to speak of the saving in
time and in the wear and tear of
horses and vehicles.

I do not know how it may be else-
where, but in my own county the
largest taxpuyoers are the ones most
rondy and willing to be taxed for
road improvement. Not only that,
but under the present system the in-
corporated towns, the railroads and
the corporations contribute not one
cent Lo Lthe building or maintenance
of the public highways. They would
be as much benefited as the people
who, under the present law, are re-
quired to keep them up, asnd, I aub.
mit, are willing to contribute their
share if you will permit them to do
it, not because they are so philan-
thropie in their interest in the wel-
fare and comfort and convenience of
the people who live in the rural dis-
triots, but because it will pay them
to do it, Some of the great railroad
systoms of this country have already
spent large sums of money in making
experiments in road building, so as
becanse
they know that good highways tribu-
tary to their lines will increase their
bueiness,

to encourage the people,

This is also a natic nal question,
and the Genernl Government has
udded to the depuariment of agricul-
ture n depurtment. of good roads in-
quiry, and Mr. Brownlee now hus a
bill in Congress providing for national
aid under certain But
we must at Inst depend upon our-

conditions,

selves for this grent work, It is troe,
howover, that something must be
done if we are to geb the best re-
sults from the free rural mml servieoe
which in the fow years has
grown so rapidly and is such a con-
vonience to our

put

farmers and of so
gront practienl beneflt to this coun-
try.

"The conditions of our publie high
wiys i an essontinl factor in the ex
tension and efliciency of this service,
The Postmaster Genoral in a recent
report, in speaking of this subjeot,
pnid:  “Good ronds become indis-
perauble, and their improvement is
tho easontial condition of the service,”

[n the State of New Jorsey, one
of the ieading States in this move
ment, and where they have a com-

missioner of publie roads, and »

property tux for macadamizing and
permanently improving the public
highways, the commissioner eaid in
or- of his reports: “The people
seem to be so wonderfnlly impressed
with the idea that by good roads the
value of land will be increased, trans
portation cheapened, travel and busi-
nesr attracted, school houses and
churches filled, and civilization ad-
vanced, that they are praying as
earnestly for them as for great riches,”
The trouble is to keep them from
over burdening themselves. I want
to say to the gentleman who said the
other day that he did unot think it
good business judgment or right to
leave a debt to be paid by his chil-
dren, that if he will leave an inherit-
ance of bonds, the proveeds of which
have been invested in good and per-
mauent roads, his childron will owe
him a debt of gratitude which they
can only pay by further improve.
ment of the public roads for the
benefit of their children even if they
have to transmit to a succeeding
goeneration this inheritauce of bonds,
It is a saying amongst the Arabs
that **he who drinks of the Nile must
ovor after thirst; no other water can
ever again quench or satisfy.” So,
Mr. Speaker, if we give the people of
South Carolina u taste of good roads
they will never again be willing to
plod their way through mud and
sand, unless the two bs mixed so as
to make a Macadam road.

Mr. Speaker, if we nre to have

good schools, if we ure to expect our
people to remain in the country—-
and the sturdy yeomuauory of the raral
distriets havo ever been thoe bulwark
and defence of our conntry in times
of peril—we must do something for
our roads, Wao are two thousand
years behind the times.  Wae are told
in history that the strongost ties that
held the Roman Kmpire together for
80 many goneintions wers the old
Roman roads, ana in later yenrs they
were of great bene‘it to the com-
mereial interests of Rome. Wae lead
all the nations of the world in many
things, but. the condition of our pub-
lic roads today, after more than a
contury and a quarter of national
existence, is a blot :pon our civilira-
tion.
This bill simply gives the people
of any county the opportunity to de:
termine for themselves whether or
not they desire to take a forward step
snd get out of the mud. It lays no
burden upon them oxcept as they
may have the wisdom to lay it upon
themselves, If any county doea not
desire to do it there is no compul-
gion. I am fnlly persuaded that tax-
ation is the only plan by which we
can accomplish any results. I fur
ther believe that it is the right and
the equitable mode. 1 belisve that
the farmers want it. I koow that it
is right that they should have a prop-
erty tax for road building. ‘*“I'he
farms of the United States compose
less than one fourth of the total
property of the country, yet that
small fraction pays the whole cost of
building ronds. The injustice of the
system is not fully appreciated by
the farmers.” T hope the bill will
pass,

Mr Williane and Mr Mauldin op-
posod the bill because of the dangers
of bond issues.

Mr Poarman, of Anderson, wanted
the House Lo pouse before
more debt on the people,

placing
The conn-
ties aro improving their roads as they

can afford. to

It is an ensy (hing
get in debt, but hard Lo gel ont.

Mr Wingo said it was  frightful
the way people were willing to
into debt.
the bill.

Mr Liyles opposed the bill beeause
the countioa were alrandy bond
dened, and he foared it would
the negro back into politiea,

Mr Cooper had no fear of the ne-
#ro vote.

whother the varions countios shonld

sy
39

Ha vigorously opposed

buare
pot

The stmple question wus

themselves be allownd to vote upon
n bond issue for good ronds,  Those
who do not want sneh u boud issue
nond not voto that way,

Mr DeBruhl regarded this s a

most dangerous proposition.
The Hill was killed,

——m—

Bags of gold muke steady ballast
for theoretie philanthropy.

STATE GOOD ROADS
CONVENTION MEETS.

HEYWARD ADDRESSES DELE-
GATES AT THB OUTSET,

GOv.

Memorlal to the Genera: Assembly Adopted
—Officers Reelected—Other Buslness
Of Importance,

| The State, 4th.]

The annual convention of the South
Carolina Good Roads nassociation is
now being held in this city. All of
yesterday morning and a part of last
evening was consumed in addresses,
organization and the formulation of
suitable resolutions to submit to the
general assembly. Remarks on the
work being done in many of the
counties were made at the evening
session by the supervigors present.
The convention was of sned with
an impressive prayer by Rev. J. I,
Bensley.

An address of welcome was ade
by Hon. IFrancis H. Weston and
Governor Heyward then spoke for n
fow minutes in an enthusiastic man.
ner upon the purpose of the conven
tion and the subject with which it
was dealing, Governor Heyward be
lieves that the success of the move-
ment ean be accomplished through
taxation and by the bond system,
Heo assured the members that he
would heartily render them any aid
in his power,

Mr. I, H. Hyatt, the president of
the association, then addressed the
meeting chiefly upon the Brownlow
bill recently introduced in congress
providing for a national appropria-
tion for the good ronds movement.
The roll was ealled by State Geolo-
gist llarle Sloan, the secretary, and
about 40 members responded.

The minutes of the meeting held
at Greenville on December 19 laat
were read and the former officers
were then reelected 'y acclamation,
They are I'. H. Hyatt, president;
IKarle Sloan, of Charleston, socrotary,
and B I, Talley, of Anderson, treas
urer,

A committes of five was appointed

for the purpose of drawing up suita
ble resolutions and memorials to be
submitted to the legislature. The
members of the committen were J.
M. Major, Giveenwood; C. D, Smith,
Greenville; E. Mol. Williamson, Dar-
lington; 8. . Owens, Richland; W,
P. Cantwell, Charleston, and the
prosident, ex offleio, chairman.
The convention then took a recess
until 7.30 o’clock last evening when
the resolutions prepared by the com-
mittoe were submitted and discussed.
The resolutions a8 adopted read as
follows:

Wherens the development of the
resources and industries and the ad-
vancoment of the highest eivilizalion
of this State largely depend upon
the highways and the condition of
theso highways at present renders
thom oxtremely difficult of travel,
the improvement of these highways
becomes an 1mperative neasessity for
which the present statutory provi
sions are lamentably inadequate,
therefore be it

Resolved, That the honorable leg.
islature now in session be earnestly
morinlized to enact such legislation
as will reliove the oppressive burdens
of almost impossible travel to the
mart of trade, to thoe sehool houses
and to the churches. T'hut this hon.
orable body be petitioned necordingly
to grant the following prayers, to
wit:

. That the respeetive counties be
mathorized to issue conuty bonds for
the betterment of their public high.
ways and bridges, provided the ma
jority of sneh qualified olectors as
aro freeholders may so decidne in an
olection to be eallod by the county
commissionors,

2. That the respectiva boards of
county comminsic 1era of this State be
anthorizoed to inatitute o tax levy for
the improvement of their respective
roads and bridges,

3. That the honorable logislatnre
will enjoin npon our represonintives
in congross the iwportance of accord
ing thoir ecarnest support the
measure now pending  before (hat
body which provides for national eo-

to

operation in*the improvement of pub-

lic highways, the same being essen
tinl to the ready transmission of the
United States mails.

4. That the honorable senate be
urged to enuct the mensure approved
by tho honoreble honse which pro-.
vides that all conviets under sentence
to penal sorvitude for a period of 10
years or less shull sorve on the cha'n-
googs of the respective counties n
which they have been convicted.

5. Resolved, That the chairman
shall appoint a committeo, of which
he shall be ox officio ehairman, to
tender a copy of those resalutions to
the appropriste commitwos of the
gsenato and house and o urge that
they grant the relief horein prayed,

The socond soction at lirst indi-
cated that ench township might be
taxed at the diseretion of n mnjority
of ita free holders but this was
thought inadvisable und that seetion
was so altered as to forea the richer
townships to help the poorer ones in
oage of o tax levy,

The following resolution was unan-
imously adopled:

Resolvad, That the most enrnest
expression of grateful apprecialion
be extended to his oxeolloney, (Gov-
ornor D. C. Heyward, for his warm
sympathics und vary sctive coopora-
tion with the Good Associa-
tion of Sonth Caroling, and that we
thank him for his able address on
the subject of “Good Rondas.”

The president nnnounced that the
county supervisors would then be

Ronds

heard from in alphabotionl order, ns
to the progress of the good roads
movement in their respective coun-
ties.,  ISach guullnnum'n‘Iul]{ wus
brief but of groeat the
members of the convention. The

subjects chiefly dealt with were road

intorest to

materiai, food for conviels, their shel.
tar, the cost of keeping them, the ad-
vantage of State prisoners ss com
pared with chraingang prisoners, long
term men as compured with short
term men, free lubor, hired labor,
road machines, ete.

County Supervisors G. H. Nickels,
of Abbaville, . C. Brueo, of Bam-
berg, J. O. Carby, of Chester, Owens
of Clarendon, J. B. MeBride, of I'lor
J. H. Read, of Georgetown,
J. 15 Speigal of Grooeunville, and
J. M. Major of Greonville spoke,
The convention then took
until il
when the remainder of the

ence,

I rocess
this morning 10 o'elock,
Lnsiness
will be disposed of.

Among thoss in attendunce upon
the convontion are as follows:
Abbavillo- -1, H. Nickoels,
Bamberg-—D. C. Broce.

Buarnwell —=A. W, Barkor,
Berklay —dJ. I Hairly,
Charleston—W. P, Cantwell.
Cherokeo—dJ. V. Whalehol,
Chester-—J. O, Darby.
Clarendon—Owans,
Colleton—dJ. V. Mooro.
Dorchester—J. 1. Knight.
[Pairfield—A. . Hood.

). B. MeDBride,
Georgetown-—J. 1. Reid,
Greenville—J, I8, Speigle,
Groenwood—dJ. M. Major.
Lianeastor—1IL. J. Boyd.

I'lorence

Murlboro—M. . Cownrd,
Orangeburg-—0. M. Dantzler.
Pickens—1.. D, Stoephens.
Richland—=5, 1. Owens,
Saluda—B. Matthews.
Sumter— W, H, Seal,
Willinmaburg —-J, J. Graham.
Loo—J. O. Dolinnt.

Durlington-—15. B. Winson.

IMloronee— D, L, Troxlor,

Grreonville 15 T, Wallcor, C. D,
Smith,

Oconen- -G 1%, Stalvey,

Richlund--—-D, C. Sontsburg and

B M, Douglns,
Suamtor--Q, I, MeNuoil,

—r—

Reflections of a Bachelor,

A protty face for n swoothenrt,
pure one for n wife,

i

When a muan is poor he has o large
aoense of his rosponaibility to his fol-
low men: when not, of the responsi-
bility of his fellow me. to him,

There is snch a enrions twist to a
woman's mind that she ean muke her.
solf beliove one of fibs i the
truth when she can’t make anybody

her

else bolinve it -~ Noaw York Press.

CHARLESTON MAY BE
SAVED FROM CRUM.

THE SENATE COMMITYBEE NOT LIKELY
TO VOTE ON HIS CASE.

Chances of Rejectlon Greater Than those
0f Confirmation—The Committee to
Conslder the Case.

[News and Courier. ]
Washington, Ioraary 8.—There
Boows  one very good chance by
which the citizens of Charleston may
oscape having Dr, Orum made col-
lector of the port. This would be
throngh having the committee on
comwmerce fail to take a vote. In
that event the Crum nomination
would die 8o far as this Congress is
concerned, and the President will
have to face the alternative of mak-
ing n new appointment. He could
oither appoint Dr. Crum over again
or select some white man who would
be aceoplable to the business coms
munity. In this way the Senate
would avoid the appearance of an-
tagonizing the President and the
Prosident not have the
bumilintion of sesing his selection
for the place rejected. Should
thin come (o pass it is believed
to be doubtful whether the Pres-
ident wounld reappoint Dr. Crum,
He would have an opportunity of
naming somaono else, and yet not be
in the position of having beon foreed
to do #o by n Sennte composed large-
ly of his own party. 1t was definite-
ly announced today ihat the Presi-
dent would under no eircumstances
withdraw  the nomination of Dr.
Cram under pressure. This state-
went was m:'de by Senator Depew,
of New York, a member of the com-
merce committoe.

The President would be gratified to
have Dr. Crum At the
time ho is conscious of the
oriticism the appointment has pro-
voked, but insists that be has not
beon st all radieal in showing favors
to the negroes of South Cuarolina.
Dr. Crum is the only Sonth Carolina
colored man whom he has appointed,
and this is a more conservative re-
cord than any previous Republican
President has made. The commerce
commitieo at the present stands
eight to eight. The committes ia
composed of ten Republioans and
six  Doemocrats. The Republicans
nre Frye of Maine, Elkins of West
Virginia, Noelson of Minnoesota, (al-
linger of New Hampshire, Ponrose
of Pennsylvanis, Hanna of Ohio,
Mason of Iliincis, Depew of New
York, Jones of Nevada and Perking
of Cualifornia. The Democrats are
VYest of Missori, Berry of Arkansas,
Turner of Washington, Martin of
Virginia, Clay of Georgin and Mallo-
ry of Florida. Senators Jones and
Porkiog are siding with the Demo-
erats and nre in favor of rejecting
the nomination. This makes the tie.
Nolaon and FKlkins would be in favor
of the eommittes taking no action
until the death of tho present Con-
gress, in the hope that the President
would then make the selection of a
white Republican. Senators Pen-
rose and Gallinger boeliove that the
nppointment is an injndicious one,

would

confirmed.
HIINA

but will not make any move to brenk
with the President, Thus it 1r seen
that unless the position in the com-
mittea changes it not likely to re-
port on the Crum enso this session,
If there is chango it is quite as likely
Lo be in fuvor of the rejection of Dy,
Cram as it

confirmation,

it to be in favor of his

SIGN OF HOMETHING TO BE DONE.

There must be “something doing,"
or abhont to bo done, as Capt John
Capera and  Postmastor Harris, of
Charleston, are hera mingling with
Senator MelLnurin.  The trio oocou-
pied a private box at the National
Theatre tonight to witness the per-
formance of Ithel Barrymore, In
the box immediately nnder the Soath
Caroline trinmvirate were Miss Alice
Roosevelt, Seevetary and Mes Roc,
Col and Mrs Claronce IBdwards. 1t
is snid that Capt Capers and Post-
master Harris are here in connec)
tion with the Crum case which comos
up for considoration before the Son-
nte commeree committan on Thars-

duy next



