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Members of the General Assembly

‘and il fellow citizens:

Under our form of government,
the voice of.the people is supreme,
and we have met together today to
darry out the wishes of the people of
this State, as expressed at the recent
election.

In the providence of God, it has
fallen to my lot to be called from the
quist walls of life to assume in this
manner and in this presence tho
high and honorable office of Govern.
or of South Carolina. In doingso I
am almost overwhelmed by a sense
of great reponsibilities which I have
now assumed: but even beyond this
is my sense of gratitude for the great
honor done me by the people of my
State, 1 am mindful- of the fact
that tho truly great gifts of life ever
involve the most solemn responsibil-
ities, and when they come as the ex-
pression of the manhood of a com.
monwenlth, involving the selection
of a Chief Magistrate of {he people
whosse heritage is as proud as that of
any peopie upon this earth—whose
history is & glorious record of patriot
ism, virtue and achievement—well,
indeed, may he upon whom this
honor falls stand silent in contem
plation of the sacred responsibitities
which his people have placed upon
him, The honor you have bestowed
upon me 18 such as would fill the
heart of any man with deepest grati.
tude—a gratitude that should eall
forth the most sacred loyalty of n
South Carolinian to South Caroli-
nians.

* To meet these responsibilities, to
exeoute the various and onoerous
duties of my office—to give my time,
my thoughts and my every endeavor
to the service of my State—I feel t

to my people for the trust and confi-
dence they have placed in me. I
beg, my friends and my countrymen,
that you will allow wmy feelings on
this occasion to speak=to you of a
heart filled with love for South Caro-
lina and for South Carolinians—Iet
them spenk to you, for me, of a de-
votion to the welfare of our State,
whish, with your continued trust - d
help, will endure all things ‘o ach ive
this end; let them speak to you of u
determination to know no higher
ambition than to labor for the best

Curolina, .

I need not ussure you that no
greanter pride is mine than lies in the
faet that I was elected to this office
by South Carolina Democrats from
every county and from almost every
precinot of our State. Our fellow-
Democrats of South Carolina came
together as brethren, and this can
have but one meaning—a deep and
holy meaning—which eannot possibly
angur other than the best, truest and
highest things of our doar old State.
I ask you all, ench and every one of
you, to stand by me in the adminis
tration of the high duties of this
office even as yon have manifested
thia apirit by your voten. 1
your holy and your confidence new
more than ever before, and 1 pray
you all to let our common labors of
love and devotion as bretheren bury
forever factionalism in South Caroli-
na.

neod

While this naturally gives us great
oause for rejoicing, it should at the
same time make us deeply sensible
of the fact that it is inoumbent upon
us to enact and to so administer laws
when enacted, that the humblest
citizens—be they white or black—
ocan Jook to those laws for the pro-
tection of life, liberty and property,
It is only by acting in this spirit,
and under the Divine guidance of
Him who holds us all, State and na.
tion, in the hollow of His hand, that
the great problem which confronts
the people of the South, and espe.
cially the poople of South Carolina,
ocan be rightly and finally solved.

Gradually the ecolored man is
awakening to the fact that the white
man of the South whose land be tills,
and from whom in various ways he
derives his entire livelihood, is at
a8t his best and truest friend; and
instead of seeking to attain politieal
office he is now devoting himself to
those ocoupations for which by nature
he is most fitted, and in the pursnit of
which alone he can advance his own
material interests, and in so doing
the best interests of his State.

In connection with this political
condition it is fully as significant
and quite as gratifying to add that
our industrial couditions were never
8o satisfactory as they are today.
In agrioulture, and especially in
mannfactores, South Carolina has
taken such strides that the attention
of the outside world 1s upon us,

"While we can congratulate ourselves

upon this—however, remembering
that there is still so much to be done
—Wwe cannot afford to rest hero.
South Carolina, though one of the
original thirteen States, has fully

one-half of its great resources yet
undeveloped.

No one doubts the truth of the
statement that the general prosperity
of n State is dependent primarily
upon its farming interests, which
establishes the fact that a govern
ment should, in every way possible,
foster and protect this greatest of all
industries. The steady, persistent
work of the farmer is not blazoned
forth to the world in meaningless
flattery, but the results of this faith-
ful labor most foreibly gives its own
speech to the universe. The total
value of the cotton crop alone tells
of the mighty business interest—one
of the greatest in the world. The
tobacco cerop of Houth Garolina,
financially considered, means how
many millions of pounds and some
millions of dollars. The great ag.
grogate value of some of our field
crops shows the mighty strength and
influence for which it etands, not
only in dollars and cents, but in the
greater necessities of human life
and existence, which are supplied
from this souree, and from this source
alone. And, my countrymen, groat-
est of all, here is the home—the
countless  homes—thousands
thousands of which are seattored
over our fertile fields. These home.
builders and home sustainers, each
in his own quiet way, are sending
forth to the world influences that
are to be wmeed for the, sower and
bread for the eater for ages to come,
oven as they have boon through paat

and

Political condition in our State
are such that we ecau look to the
future with every degree of confi-'
dence and encouragement., Racial
problems, which have rorely beset
and hinderad us in tha past, have dur. |
ing the last decade reached such no
lations as will go far towards ad-
vancing the interests of both racen.
Our  white oitizens are—as they
should be—in undispnted possession
of every department of our State,
county and municipal government,

yoars of faithful toil. I am glad to
notice that seientific nid to the farmer
now commands the attention of our
National Giovernment. We of South
Carolina should do this just as far
a8 may practieable  Clemson
Collega stands now fully equipped
and fiourishing, as the nuclens for
oven broader and more diversified
work, and thus for greater results.
Our industrial development, too,
shows {remendons ard otriking ad
vanco when we briefly consider the
figures shown n: onr'manufacturing

be

mstitutions, The establishment of
a million dollar cotton mill, upon
safe and sure lines, is no longer an
uncommon ovourrence in SouthCaro-
lina. After the war we were deso.
lated—no one thought of manufao-
tories. Some yeuss later we made a
feeble beginning. Without going
into detail now, for this is unneces-
gary, it needs only to be stated that
South Carolina—always in the fore.
front——-has here made a most won.-
derful record. She now stands seo-
cond highest in these United States in
the value of her cotton mill industry,
with a ratio of iucrease second to none.
To the men who have made this mug-
nificent record we owe much. This
i8 due to the presidents and offi-
cers whose ability and whose money
have made this achievement, and
also to the operatives whose
time and whose skill have accom-
plished what these alone could do.
The great captains of this industry
have permanently and upon the finest
basis established their reputations,
and in so doing the reputation of
their State also, in this modern and
progressive work.

In a brief survey of general con
ditions—for it is not expedient to
attempt more now—again is there
reason for congratulation. Nature’s
gifts to us have been of bounteous
bestowel in every respect, Almost
every orop can be grown bere be-
onuse of our fertile fields and superb
climate. In quantity and variety of
valuable timber we have no superior,
but our fast disappearing forests
should, not only because of their in-
creasing intrinsic worth, but for the
all important reasons which are in-
cluded 1u their acting as agents in
modifying the surface of the earth,
and in checking the destructive forces
of nature, at once receive the utmost
care and consideration of our law.
makers, and steps should be taken
looking to their preservation, For
stook raising, agein, our lands and
climate leave nothing to be desired,
and this industry well deserves our
most careful attention. We have
wealth in minerals, from the granite
foundations of our hills and the
phosphatic deposits of ounr lower
rivers, to the richest and best pro-
ducing gold mines east of the Rocky
VMountaine. The abundant water
power of South Carolina, diverted
from quenching the thirst of wild
and dowestic animals, is now turn-
ing thousands of factory wheels and
apindles, with the power for thou.
sands of more. Surely these are
good reasons why prospective home.
soekers should desire anthentie and
detailed information concerning this
favored land. In this direct conneec-
tion, would it not be well to look
into the advisability of having an
Immigration Commission or Burean,
to give oflicial and aceurate informa-
tion to those seeking such knowledge ?
I know of no better «ay of advertis-
ing these great advantages than
through expositions. The World's
Fair, to be held next year at St.
Lows, will afford an excellent ocea-
sion for the display of the resources
of our BState, and T trust that the
General Assembly will carefully look
into the merits of this opportunity,
and see to it that South Carolina is
properly represented, The cost in-
volved will be comparatively small —
the benefits to be derived cannot be
estimated.

Referring again to politieal condi-
tions, it might be said that the cam
paign of last summer was remark-
able in that it was almost devoid of
isaues, those seeking the snuffrages of
their fellow citizena confining them-
selves to an endorsement of qnestions
looking ‘to the enlightment of the
peopls, the material upbuilding of
our State and the development of is
resources. The campaign certainly
developed the fact, I am glad to say,
that w.pon all fundamental principles
our people are agreed. In view of
thig, and also of the fact that the
Btate, na I have already said, is ad.
vancing in every way, its people liv-
ing in contentment, the farmers hav

ing harvested satisfactory erops, onr
business intorests being on a sonnd
basis, new enterprisos being under-
taken each year, giving employment

to labor, and adding to our general
prosperity, [ deem it best for us not

to attemp, the consideration of any
new measures which might be cul
culated to disturb existing conditions.
Rather should we discuss and give
our attention to wmatters, the propor
solution of whioh must inevitably
add to our general welfare.

Prominent in scope and meaning
for any people, and especially for the
whites of South Oarolina, should be
the great subject of edueation. On
such an occasion as this only the
most important points can be touched
upon—important details having of
necessity to be omitted. A com-
monwealth oan have no groeater
source of pride, no greater glory and
no surer guarantee of the stability
of its institutions, than is afforded
by an eduneated and enlightened eciti-
zenship. The education of a people
should be measured by its breadth—
its diffusion among the masses. It
should not be confined to certain
olasses, but universal in its boenefits,
it should be common to all. The
education of the children of South
Carolina—of each and every child in
South Carolina—their being tanght
in u systematic manner, with school
terms long enough to be boneficiul,
within neat and comfortable school
houses, deriving instruction from
competent and God-fearing teachers
—this should be n subject near to
the hearts of those in whose hands
ure placed the control and regulation
of our government.

Hera u serious problom confronts
the wl ite people of our Stute. Ac-
ccrding to the reports of the Super
intendent of Iduecation for severai
years past, it is shown Lhat more
negro children than whites are at-
tending our publie scheools. Do our
white people realize what this means
for the futnre? Do they realize that
il they allow their children to grow
up in ignorance, the Constitution of
their State—a Constitution of their
own making and adoption—will,
later on, deny the ballot to their
sons? Sueh a eatastrophe is against
all of our traditions, and it can and
must be prevented by an awakening
among our people to the exigencies
of the situation, and a firm deter
mingtion on their part to remedy it.
If necessary, any sacrifice should be
made on the part of parents in order
that their children might take ad-
vantage of the eduecational facilities
afforded them by the State,

The Constitution of our State, re
cognizing the fact that our entiroe
educational system is founded npon
the common schools, has undertaken
to “provide a liberal system of free
public sohools for all children be.
tween the ages of six and twenty-
one.” There is no more ymportant
consideration before the people of
South Carolina than is contained iu
this clanse of the Constitution. It
has a meaning all its own—a moan-
ing for which there e¢an be no sub
stitute, and it commands and should
roceive the hearty and undivided
sanction of us all.  Let there be the
best common schools we can afford
in every community and distriet,
with wall built school honses, longer
school terms, competent and better
paid teachers, and in the work thus
done, our State will reap a rich re-
ward,

The framers of our organice law,
realizing that wealthy and populous
communities could provide schools
for thomselves, while poorer and
more thinly settled distriets wore- not
go fortunate, have made it the duty
of the General Acsembly to supple
ment the sehool funds of the latter,
in order that all tho c¢hildron of the
State may have nn equal opportunity
to acquire somewhat more than the
radiments of an edueation.

I'or years the State has fostored
its bigher 1nstitutions of learning,
and my influence shall alwnys be ox
orted 1o sres that this is continned,
The increased care and attention
given to our common school system,
in yenrs to eome, will prove of in
calenlable value to all of our highoer
institutions of learning. Tu Win
throp, Clemson, Southi Caroling (ol.
lege and the Citadel Academy— a
royal galaxy—South Carolina hng
much e¢anse for pride, for these in
atitutiona in their equipment and

managoment are well worthy to be
looked npon with pride by the peo-

ple of any State. Our comprohensive
system of education is, ulso, I am
glad to say, admirably assisted and
made more complete by the faithful
work annually accomplished in the
various denominational colleges of
our State,

While it is true that one of the
greatest dificulties we have had to
contend with in the development of
the Stute has been our lack of capi-
tal, and while we should by legisla
tion aund other means encourage out
side capital to come into the State,
and assist in building up our indus.
tries and developing our resources,
and in coming should make it feel
assured that it will receive every pro.
tection thal it can rightfully elaim,
still eapitalshould be made to under.
stand that it is welcomo only when
it comes for the purpose of earning
its logitimate intorest in u fair and
legitimate mauner,  Weshonld have
it understood that it cannot seck
throngh groat combinations and by
over-eapitalization to ereate monopo
lies by means of which it can stifle
competition, paralyze individual of
fort, reduce wages, and control prices
to the detrimont of the publie.

It 18 true that great industrial com-
binations and powaerfal corporations
are the order of the day, and have
becomn fixtures in the buniness life
of tha conutry, capable of wielding
animmense  power for good or for
avil.  Throngh skilled muanagoement,
snd  possessing  the ability to open
up  wider markets for the sale of
their products, they are capuble of
doing wueh good; naevertholoss, the
fact remumns that, as usually con-
ducted, their tendency is decidedly
harmfual to the best intorests of the
country, and their proper regulation
aud eontrol through legislation is
one of thn greatest problems which
today confronts our law-mukers both
State and Federal.

A majority of e Stales
hiave enacted laws defining monopo-
lies and seeking to prevent their form-
ation, and  Congress has likowise
passed ant1 trust logislation, yot the
subject is 50 complex and informa-
tion upon whieh to base action so
diflicult to obtain—-nono of the lnws
providing sufliciently for the secur-
ing of information—that thoe ten-
doncy towards contralizntion of
woalth, and combinations in trade
dangerous 1o the publie, ave becom-
ing more und more marked
yenr,

In this Stato we have a constitu-
tional article giving to the Genersl
Assembly the power to enact luws to
prevent trusts, combinations, ete.,
and to provide penalties *“to the ex-
tent, if nevessary for that purpose,
of forfeiture of their franchises,”’ and
in [807an Act was passed carrying
out the provisions of this article.
This Act being deomed dofective and
not farrenching enongh by the At.
tornoy General, at the last soosion of
the General Assembly another Act
was passad, amondatory in ity nature,
and goings nearer to the root of the
tronble.  Power was also given to
the Aftorney Genoral to secure (os-
timony in relation to the violation
of thase Acts, and it in to be hoped
thut  this legislation will be found
sufliciont to proteet (he interests of
the peopls from oppression by c¢om.
binaed eapital.  If not, it is the duty
of Lthe Greneral Assembly to amend
our lnws upon this subjeet from time
to timo ng the necessition of the case
may domand, with a view always to
give to capital all its logal privilegos,
and o restriet in

lurgo

onch

no way innoeont
associstions among our citizons, and
yot to son that corporations, to which
it has given lifo, und clothed with
gronl powers, uso those powers for
the botterment and not to the detri
mont of the mnsses of tho people, to
protect whom ia the first daty of all
governmonts,

Thore has bean considorable dis
cusgion thronghont the State during
the pnst few years in regard to the
employment of ehildron in our tox
tilo manufactories, and upon several
ocensions Bills forbidding their om
ployment. have been introduced in
the General Assambly, but have failed
of pnesage.  This of those
questions which will not bo rettled

in one

until it is rightly sottled, and the
civilization of today regards such

élupld}""t:t:i‘:l: of .uhllur(;;::‘nu wattor
how favorable the conditions may be,
as an evil, and ono which is 1 me
nace to the future of onr State. In
my judgment, the Gonornl Assembly
should puss n law prohibiting their
employment, but in doing so time
should be given for both manufac-
turers and operatives to adjust them

solves to changod conditions, This
cun bo done by wmaking prohibition
to take effect gradually with respect
to the ages of the childron,

It is cortuin in this quoestion that
what appears to bhe conflieting intor
osls, are hore involved  Under theso
circumstunces the rights of all pur.
ties concerned should bo most enre-
fully considered, and a just and equi.
table adjustment—aftor full and
generous discussion—will rovoal (hat,
to & great extont, theso npparently
diverse interests huve much in com
mon.  Any radiesl or snddoen chunge
would iluwlitubly work hardship upon
the interests of all concornod, which
can and shonld bo avoided.  "T'he end
to bo obtained is the good of ull con
cornad, and this shounld
mind  ae  the consideration
should receive our most
tention.

borne in
which
careful nt
I am unwilling, however,
to see any child inour State deprived
evon for a timo of aducational ad.
vantages, nnd this fael, it seems to
me, deserves to be earofully borne
in mind in legislating upon this quoes
tion.  Ior older childron, not (o he
nffoctad by nny proposed luw, » night
school should be arranged, if possi-
ble,

by

Advantages  hitherto  doeniod
them would thus ba given to n cor-
tain axtont, at loast, aod opportuni-
ties would he pluerd within the resch

of those who nre in

ournest in their

desire (o roesive an edueation,

As governor of Sonth Cuaroling, it
is my solomn duty to see that all of
the laws of our Stato are always and
overywhere enforcod.  For many ron
iL emphusiza this
where the Dispensary Law iy con
cornod,

HOTIH is host

to
This law is now upon onr
Statute Books, and has the endorse
ment of w majority of our poople,
and it is the duty of all law ahiding
citizens to give thal same obodieneo
to this Inw which they give to all
others.  In the dischurge of the
duties which may haers devolve upon
me, [ shall recognize the obligations
which are mine, and shall expret and
depend upon the public spirit of ull
lnw abiding people to sustuain  me,
and I feel sure that

In the pust fow yours, [ nm glad
to any, much of the friction formerly
attaching to thislaw has disupponred,
[ wm awaro of the fuet, iowaver, that

thoy will do so.

in certuin loenlitios it muy be vory
hard to sustain truflic in
liquor, and to prevent the violation
of this law; novoertheless, [ shnll sook

to uphold the law, and to carry out

illogral

ity provisions withont favor to fnny
loeality in any part of our Stato.
The dewails of the Disponsury  Linw
wre fumiline to all of our eitizons,
but perhaps its noeossnry  diflicultios
nre genarally understood nor
propoerly nppreciated,
thorities

not.
The loenl an-
have n large share of the
responsibilitios involvad, with
their co-operation | shall hope for
such of this law ns
shall command the respoct of all pu
triotie citizons,

It grulifying to
konow that our Genernl Assembly hng,

nnel

wdministration

inexcondingly
with proper appreciation, shown thut
we owe nopreat and lasting debt  of
gratitudoe to the Confederato soldior,
Most of these surviving horoes, I ro-
joico to say, have no neod for nid,
Thore are othors, howover, who be-
cuuse of wonndd recoivad in battle,
dofending their conntry, and on ne
count of nge and failing strongth,
need from us now loving returns for
the services thoy gave us in the days
of their peerless and strong young

mnnhood, 'T'hese heroos of onr own
Sonthland —~men, ns yYon monument
BRY A

“Whom power could not corrupt,

Whom death could not. terrify,

Whom defeat could not dishonor'
these mon gave to the world oxam
ples of patriotism which will live for-
avor.  And our hearts—weo for
whom they struggled—their memo
ries and the glorions heritage thoy

in

bequeathed to us, will be more deep
ly choerished year by yoar, because of

their valor and their patriotism,
Letl South Carolina, their own State,

son to it always, that teoderly and
with  truest affection, these gray

knights of the Southern Confederacy
aro given some return, ut least, for
the service they gave to their State.

It has been said that there are
throe things which muke a State
gront—=*"“fortilo lands, busy work-
shops und essy lines of transporta-
tion.”  The Almighty hus blessed us
tn South Caroling with 0 fertile soil,
Wao have been giving ourselves cuch
yoar, as 1 have wlready shown, buny
workshops, and it now romains for
8 to pay more attention to those
lines of transportation which are as
indispensable to the comfort und con-
venience of every class of our people
us they are toour industrial and
commeroeial life,

Good RRoad Conventions at various
timos have recently been held in our
State, and there seem to have been
un awakoning of interest among our
poople opon this subject, s is eviden-
ced by the faet that some of onr
conntios nro actively at work im-
proving the condition of their high-
ways, | fool sure that our Genoral
Assombly will give to this subjeet all
the attention it desoerves, and will,
throngh  wise legislation, enable our
difforent. connties to provide practi-
cul solntion of this problem so vital
to their woelfare,

Anothor gnestion before our peo-
ple nlthongh it is often lost sight »f
is, the drainage of our swamp and
low lands.  This is an important
question not only to one section of
our State bt to every section. In
1900, an amendmont to the Consti-
tution was submitted to the people
of the State, by whom it was ndopted,
muking it mandatory upon the Gen-
oral Assembly to provide by law for
the condemnation, through oflicinl
chanuols, of all lands necessary for
the proper drainage of onr AWAIp
and low lunds, und also for the equit-
nble ustossment of all lands o
druived for the purpose of paying
for such condemnution and drainage,
Nothing has yot been done, and, in
my judgment, this amendmont should
not bo overlooked.  Approprintions
amounting to seversl millions of dol-
lurs havo boen made by the' Nationnl
Government for reclaiming by irri-
gution nrid landas of the West.  If
it will pay to expend millions for the
irvigation of deserts in the Wost,
snraly it is woll worth thoe attention
of our low-makaors, without porman-
ont expense to the State, to take
steps to drain Innds as fertile as can
bo found anywhere, and which, in
their present condition are not only
vilueloss, but ara a standing menuneo
to the health of South Caroling, Ad
ditional importanes attaches to this
subjoct, when wa remember thesoe
now useless lnnds eomprise fully one-
fifth of the aroa of our Stulo,

While congidering subjocts of gon-
arnl waolfare to our State, it would be
well for us Lo give attention to the
tmportation and sale of adalterated
und impure food products. () her
progrossive States give tho grontest
attontion to this important question,
which wo cnnnot afford to let pass
without It

wall to soo that whoo our people pay

dno  considerntion, 15
their money for pure food that they
should have this, and not sueb adul-
torntions ad nre deletorious (o thoir

hoealth.

The question of Bienninl Sessions
hns beon mueh disenssed for tha past
fow  younrs, und, slthough they have
been fuvorad by n majority of the
General Avsembly, s yot two thirds
of the members have not consentad,
and honeo u constitutionnl amond-
moent providing  for not
In
my judgment, wero anch an amend-
moent aubmitted, it would be andopted,
which I eannot but believe wonld be
to the intorest of the State, Vory
fow of tho States of the Union now
have their Legislatores meot annu-
ally, nod 1 of
peculine to South  Oaroling
noeossituton onr's doing wo.

hus
boon snbmitted to the people,

them

Lnow condition

which

no

I cannot coneluda wilhr;lli.ﬂn_\'ing
a werd about our finsness.  While
the bonded debt of the State is com-
paratively small, and its eredit well

maintained, a8 evidonced by the pre.

(Coneluded (-m“}mgc“foﬁr.}



