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/GETTING READY FQR THE LEGISLATURE,

Little Over a Week Unttl the Members
Assemble—A Great Many
; Changes Noted,

[The State. ]

‘Within little over & week the logis
latare will convene. The personnel
of the body will show many changes,
a8 number of the leading senalors
and several of the most picturesqne
figares in the honse passing off the
politioal stage—for & time at least.
The senate and the house will both
have new presiding officers. With
Lient, Giov. Jono. T. Sloan in the
chair there is expeocted to be no frio-
tion and the business of the senato
will be disoharged smoothly. Sena
tor Appelt, Graydon, Gruber, Blake-
ly, Caughman, Bowen, Sullivan, Sar-
ratt, Livingston, Ilderton, Barowell,
Glenn and Henderson are among
those who for various reasons will
not be members of the new legisla-

sture,

- The personnel and the leadership
of the house will be changed. The
speaker of the last house will not be
a member of the body this time and
it is probable that the robe of office
will fall upon Mr. Rainsford of Edge-
field, Mr. 8mith of Kershaw or Mr.
Williams of Lanoaster, '

The house will lose some of its
strongest and most reliable members
as well as some of the picturesque
figures who have been handed down
from the uprising of a decade ago
and have been holding over ever
since. The ways and means com
mittee is by some considered the
most important working body of the
legislatnre. There will be a num-
ber of names erased from this com-
mitteo's roll this session. ‘I'he chair-
man, Col. Harvey Wilson, was a can
didate for seoretary of State; Mr,
Geo. E. Prince aspired to succeed
Oongressman Latimer; Messrs. H. J,
Kinard and . G. Wolling ran for
railroad commissioner, and the fol.
lowing ulso will not return: Cosgrove
of Charleston, West of Spartanburg,
Weston of Richland and Estridge of
Lancaster. Mr, Altamont Moses of
Sumter is the senior member of those
who will return.
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"~ The judiciary committee is also
©one of the most important and here
too the ohanges will be marked.
Seven of the leading members will
not retarn. These are: the courte-
ous chairman, Mr. Bacot of Charles-
ton, who was a candidate for con-
gress; Mr. Croft of Aiken who was
oleoted to:congress; Mr. C. P, San.
ders of Spartanburg, Mr. F. P. Mo.
Glowan of Leurens, and T. B, Butler
who now becomes senator from
Oherokee, Mr. Spears of Darlington,
of freo pass law fame, and Mr. Bos-
tiock of Bamberg. Of those who will
return My, T'. Yancy Williams is the
genior member of the committee,

There will be many other faces
misged in the house. ., Mr. Wm. H.
Lockwood of Beaufort, chairman of
the committee on accounts, died dur-
ing the summer; Mr. Heury B. Rich-
ardson of Olarendon was defeated
for the State senate; the venerable
Mr. Dean of Spartanburg will not be
here to raise his voice in behalf of
the Confederate veterans; the jolly
Mr. Btrom of Hdgefield will not be
hore; Mr. Elder of York is a book
keoper at the State disponsary, Dr.
Wood of Clarendon will not be here
to make those funny and facetious
romarks in regard to “bug ology” or
the study of “mickrobes”; Josh Ash.
loy, the irrepressible Josh with his
fog-horn voico and hin lack of ven-
eration for custom and the usages of
State bodies; Representative Bolt,
the colored member from George-
. Yown; the venerable and dignified

Mr. Wm, Henry Parker of Abbeville,
.And the reminisdent Mr. Thompson
‘drom Oconee; Mr. Ivy Mauldin of
Piokens, Olemuon's firet graduate to
bo elected to the gqnarnl ang@mb}y;
the earnest and manly Mr. MoMaster
of Charleston, who ran for the State
¢ ynate; Mr. Blease, the young repre
sentative of Saluda who was a candi
date for the State senate. There
will be meny of the former membera
who will be missed at this session,

The officers of both houses will
#stand for reelegtion, and it is be

lioved that -none of them will have
serious oppoaition,

The election of speaker of the
house is exciting no little interest,
The friends of Mr. M. L. Smith of
Oamden olaim that he now has a saffi-
oient number of pledges to eleot, but
Mr. Williems' friends are pushing
his candidaocy very vigorously. Mr.
Williaws is one of the finest perlia
mentarians in the State, but Mr.
Smith is also & man of unusual abil-
ity. Mr. Rainsford’s strength 18 not
known, but he is regarded as a man
of highest character and of attractive
porronality, '

Among other changes it may be
noted that at this session Edgefield
Oounty will have but two representa-
tives. Twenty-five years ago this
county had seven representatives,
but three new counties have in part
been made of Mdgefield territory
since then,

The county of Lee will for the firat
time have representetives upon the
floor of the house. Four years ago
Mr. Koels came over from Lee coun-
ty with his certificate of election, but
the courtsjdecided that there was no
Lee county—and Mr. Knels retired.
There will be several important
questions to come up. The matter
of taxes is always the most impor-
tant, although 1t sometimes attracts
less attention. This year the gues.
tion will be of greater significance
because the appropriations have ex-
ceded the income.

The ochild labor bill will also be
fought to a finish. There are many
who assert that the bill will pass.
There are others who olain that they
will successfully oppose the bill.
The cotton mill presidents them

selves soem to have divided on the
queation.

Anti-troet laws will be given some
nttention by the Gtenaral Assembly.
There will be other measures relat

ing to the management of corpora.
tions, but none of them will exocite as
much interest and as much feeling
a8 the ohild labor bill,
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RELIEF FROM THH DOGS.

Citizens of York County Request Legisla-
tlon on the Subject.

[Yorkville Enquirer. ]
To the General Assembly of South
Oarolina:
We the undersigned oitizens of
York county, respectfully uige such
legislation as will promise mitigation
of what is coming to be generally rec-
ognized as the dog nuisance.
It gives us pleasure to say that
in his place the dog is a useful ani
mal, always a source of pleasure
to his owner, and and sometimes
a souree of profit, and, therefore,
we would not be understood as
asking anything like a general pro.
seription, or the enactment of anti-
dog lawe that would be either un
necessarily harsh or unjust.
However, there ure too many dogs
in the country and too little respon-
sibility for their ownership, and we
think that for the common benefit,
the ownership of the dog should be
sabject to certain wholesome restrio
tiona,
We would,. therefore, beg to sug
gest the advisability of an act pro
viding that all dogs in the State
must, wear collars to be furnished by
the respestive counties, at a certain
proper price per anuum, to be fixed
by the general mesembly; that the
revenue thus derived over the
above expenses to go to the public
rond or public school fund, and that
the respective counties pay bounties,
to be fixed by the general assembly,
for the heads of all dogs found with
out collars, in accordauce with the
requiroments of law to be made and
provided.

Note-—The foregoing is published
at the suggostion of a citizen who is
interested in this important subject.
It is the 1dea to bave it signed as
extensively ns possible, and to that
end wa will be pleased to append the
signaturps of all qualified voters who
desire to be underatood as endorsing
the proposition. Names should be
handed into this office withont delay
by means of postal onrde, lotters and
otherwise in- safficient numbers to
give the general assembly an ides of
what our people think about the
matter, y ' Hd, Baquirer,

THB STATE'S FINANCES.

-fl‘ﬁe Condttlon In Which They Were at the
RBeginning of the Year.

[Bpesiel to Nows and Uourier. ]

. Columbia, Jan. 1.—With the- he-
&ioning of the New Year it is well
to look into one's finanocial condition.
This seema to be the way of the world
and it might therefore be well to get
some faota concerniug the financial
condition of the State of South Caro-
lina.

To begin with, the State is now
running on borrowed oapital. The
money which was borrowed will be
due during the present month, and
the Btate will not have available
funds with which to.meet the notes
and they will have to be renewed.
The reason is that the General As-
sembly appropriated more money
than oan possibly be raised on the
tax levy and all other sources,

The total taxable property for the
year 1908, which is an inorease over
lust year, is $198,000,000. At five
mills this would raise $963,000, if
all of the taxes were colleoted, which
is quite impossible.

The General Appropriation Act of
1902, in round numbers, voted the
expenditure of $1,186,000. The only
other source of the State is from the
ineurance fees and corporation fees,
which will not run to $650,000 this
year. There you are. A simple
mathematioal proposition which the
General Assembly will have to meet.
Over in Georgia the General As-
sembly had pretty much the same
trouble and they passed an Act im-
posing a State license on doctora and
lawyers and nowspapers and every
one else in businens, and in that way
hope to make up the difference, In
South OCarolina something of the
same sort will have to be done or the
levy increased if the State is to be
operated on a cash basis,

Under the laws of the State the
State Treasurer is not allowe”’ to
borrow over $300,000 in the aggre-
gate for any and all purposes. This
amount was borrowed by the 1st of
November, not because it was a pleas.
ure to draw it, but becanse the money
was needed to meet the obligations
of the State, and the likelihood now
is that overdrafts will have to be
asked for to meet all expenses prior
to the passage of the next general
appropriation bill, which will author-
ize the next loan,

The State Trassurer had on hand
this morning $192,729.47. Of this
about$70,000 will be used for the pay-
ment of the semi annual interest on
State bonds, This will leave 8122,-
700, which, if applied to the out.
standing notes would leave a balance
due of $173,300; but the ordinary
current expenses of the State Gov.
ernment are $41,000, whioh, if added,
would make a total of $218,300. No
allowance is made for the taxes
which will come in within the next
fow weeks, but it is to be remem-
bered that the taxes that have just
been collected will have to run the
State Government until next fall,
when there will be the next collec-
tion of taxes for State purposes.

The General Assembly will have
about as much as it oan do if it
straightens out the financial mattevs
of the State and gets the State npon
n ocash basis, There is abso.utely
nothing wrong with the State’s fi-
nances; the State treasurer has met
every obligation; no demande have
been made for money that have not
been paid; there have been no delays
and the State is all right, but this
thing of a State borrowing money
and paying intereat on it is altogether
wrong.

It may be mentioned that daring
the y ear just ended the privilege tax
amonnted to $81,744.94. All of this
privilege tax goes direotly and with
out interference to Glemson College,
and is expended by the trustees of
that colloge for the analyses, and, in
addition to the Morrill, Hatch, land
seript, Clomson bequest and other
funds, for the ordinary operating ex-

penses of Olemron College,
ﬁ NY young man or young woman
; who would like to have a conve-
nient pocket Aluminum Calendar or
House Calendar for 1003, write to Mac-
foat’s Business College, éolumbia, 8.C.,

P

and you will receive one hy return mail,
free of charge, taw 4t,

RESIGNED UNDER DURBESS,

Indianola, Miss.,, People will not Get Any
Mall Untll They Accept Colored Post-
master,

Washington, January 2. — The
feature of the oabinet meeting today
was the decision to close perma-
nently the postoffice at Indianola,
Miss., from which the postmaster,
Minnie M. Cox, colored, resigned un-
der compulsion, a few days ago,
since whioh time the office has been
cloged. The bondsmen have brought
the maftor to the attention of the
suthorities here, with the view of
being relieved of the responsibility
of the nooumulated mail. The post.
master general has had a thorongh
investigation made and has become
satinfied that the woman was obliged
to resign under duress—in faot, that
her life was ondangered. Having
represented this state of affairs to
the 'eabinet, after a long disonssion
the deocision above noted was reached
and the office will not be reopened
until the people in the district are
ready to accept thin woman as their
postmaster.

During the afternoon the Presi.
dent disoussed with several members
of the cabinet other features of the
oase of Mra. Cox, Postmaster GGeneral
Payne being in conference with the
President for an hour or more. Tt
was decided finally to issue a formal
statement concerning tho Indianola
onse, Secretary Cortelyou, for the
President, made public the follow-
ing:

“The postmaster at Indianola,
Miss., is Mrs Minnie M. Oox, a col
ored woman. She served three yoears
as postmaster under President Harri.
son. When President MeKinley
oame in she was again appointed, in
1897, nearly six years ago. Her
character and stending in the com
munity are endorsed by the beat and
most reputable people in the town,
Among those on her bond is the
present Demooratic State Senator
from the district, together with the
leading banker of Indianols, and an
ex State Senator from the distriot,
aleo a Demoorat. The postmaster
and her husband own from ten to
fifteen thonsand dollars worth of
property in Bunflower County, The
reports of postoffice inspectors who
have investigated the office from time
to time show that she has given the
utmost satisfaction to all the patrons
of the office; that she 18 at all times
courteouns, faithful, competent and
honest 1n the disoharge of her du..ies,
Her moral standing in the commu.-
nity is of the highest. Her repata-
tion is of the best. Few offices of

this grade in any State are conducted
better,

“The postmaster recently for-
warded her resignation, to take effeot
on January 1, but the report of in-
spectora and information received
trom various reputable white oiti-
zens of the town and neighborhood
show that the resignation was forced
by & bratal and lawless element
purely upon upon the ground of her
color and was obtained under terror
of threats of physical violence. The
mayor of the town and the shoriff of
the county both tuld the postoffice
inspector that if she refused to re-
sign they could not be answerable
for her safety, although at the same
time not one word was said againgt
hor management of the office, On
January 1 the bondsmen of the post.
master telegraphed that the post
office was closed; that the postmastor
claimed that her resignation was in
the hands of the President, to take
offeot Fannury 1, and that there had
been no advice of the appointment of
her snccessor. The telegram olosed
with this statement: ‘Prompt action
neoesasry for relief of business in-
terests.” In the view of the Presi-
dent the relief of the business inter.
oats, which are being injured solely
by the action of the lawless element
of the town, is wholly secondary to
the pregervation of law and order,
and the assertion of the fundamental
principle that this government will
not eounive at or tolerate wrong and
outrage of such flagrant charaocter,
By direction of the President tho

followiog telegram was sent by the

&

postmaster general to the bondsmen:

“*‘The postanter's resignation hus
been received, but not accepted. In
view of the faot that the office at
Indianola is olosed all mail addressed
to that office will be forwarded to
Greenville,’

*The papers in the osse have been

sent to the atturney general for ac-
tion.”

THE WORLD OF TRADE,

Bradstreot’s . Optimistic View ot the
Sftuatlon <Singns qud  Resnlts of
" Pm”ﬂ“i :

New York, December 29.— Brad-
atreet’s reviow of the business year,
to be issued on Baturday, will have
the following to say:

To any that 1902 was the best year
this ocountry has ever experienced,
while truthful enough in the main,
does not suggest fully the enormous
strides which tho United States took
in the year just olosed Practioally
evory branch of ordinary trade and
manufactures showed an increase
above the best of previous years, and
yeot this immense enlargement of out.
put was not sufficient of itself to sat-
isfy the growing, it might be termed
insatiable, demand for all kinds of
materials. In many oases the usual
foreign outlet for our produets was,
perforoe, negleoted by Amerioan pro
ducers, who confined their efforts to
supplying insistent domestic de-
mands, while in others foreign pro-
duction was called upon to reinforce
domestio output, with the result that
new currents and channels were
oreated in our foreign trade. Our
export trade, therefore, shrunk,
while our imports expanded to un
precedented figures,

The railroads of the country, in
their effrte to handle the business
offerad them, suffered as never be.
fore from congestion, and complaint
of interference with production and
distribution of the products of the
farm, the mine, the shop and the
loom waa practically universal. In.
dustrial unrest wwus naturally marked,
a8 it always 16 in times either of pros
perity or of depression, end eerious
disorganization of some of the eoun.
try’'s basio industries existed for a
time. In many cases, howaver, re.
sort to extremes was avoided or ren-
dered unnecessary by liberal recog-
nition by employers of changen in the
standard of living, and it is safe to
ssy that two men obtained higher
wages or had their working time re-
duced withoat resort to strikes for
every one who aotually quit work.

Speculation, it is true, felt the
ohecks imposed upon it by conserva
tiem, by short orops in the preceding
year and last, Lut not least, by high
rates for money, but despite the fact
that atock market operations wero
only about one-half those of 1901,
bank olearings, those ugually relia.
ble guides of business, showed aggre-
gates practically equal to the hith.
orto unheard of totals of 1901. All

this was aocomplished with a mini-
mum of friction, as reflected in the

form of business embarrassments.
e —

SLARDER ON THE GOVFRNOR,

Washington Post Prints a Story that the
Anderson Mail Charges McSweeney
With Taking Bribe.

Oolumbia Cor, News and Courier, |
A Columbia ocorrespondent has
sent to the Washiugton Post a story
that the Anderson Mail charges Gov.
McSweeney was paid for pardoning
MelIntosh, and that Gov. MeSweenoy

intends to sue the Mail.
Gov. MoSweeney has no intention

of suing the Anderson Mail or any-
one elss. Ho feels that ho did his
duty in patdoning Molntosh and that
i all there is to it. As to any “un-
due or improper inflaence” being
used he thinks, as he has every
reason to, that no one believes & word
of that, and he is only surprised that
anyone should bave went ont uch an
absurd and cook and bull story to the
Washivgton Poat or any other repn.
table newspaper. Unprejudiced peo.
ple have written Gov. McS8weoney
that he did exaotly right in issuiug
the pairdon and his entire course in
handling pardons and giving the
utmost publieity to every pardon and
application shows the absolute ab.
surdity of the whole thing.

LIQUOR PROFITS FOR THE YEAR,

Half a Milllon to Countles, Town, and
School Fund —The Report soon to be
filed.

[The State. )

The annual report of the State dis.
pensary will soon be made, and the
exact figures us to the Btate's big
liquor businesa will be given for the
year just ended,

In round figures it is stated
that the report will show that the
report will show that the businesa hag
paid $5660,000 to the aounties, towus
snd ocit'es and school fund this year,
over $400,000 of this having been
paid over to the counties, town and
oities. The total amount of profite
paid to the school fund is about
$140,000, this including the last
three quarterly payments rognired
by the new unot.

The volume of business for the
year is conniderably larger than that
of last year.

The experts who have been ox-
amining the books, acoounts and all
affairs of the dispensary under the
aot requiring such « xamination to bo
made have not yet filed thair report
with the Governor to be trunsmitted
to the general assembly.

The institution ended the yoar
withits accounts more thoroughly
balanced up than for some yonrs,

———

A NEW MANSION,

One of Gov. McSweeney's Forthcoming
Recommendations,

[Spartanburg Journal.]

Oune of the recommendations the
governor will make to the Legisla-
ture in his last message will bo that
& new executive mansicn be built.
It is admitted by everybody fumiliar
with conditions, that the present,
mansion has long since puassed be
youd its use for such u purpose, and
that for the sake of the health, not
to refer to the comfort of the oeon-
psnts, something ought to be done
about it. Gov. MeSweeney haw given
the question ecareful consideration,
aod he believes & now mansion oan
be erected in every way modern,
suitable and conveniont without n
cent of cost to the State,

It is estimated that tho prosent
buildings and grounds would bring
about $40,000, and that is not mere
guess work, for some of the looal
capitalists who have been sounded
on the matter, think suoh n sum
would be brought. Not ouly that,
but there is almost a certainty that
if it is put on the market there would
be no trouble about getting a pur-
ohaser. Thut being sccomplished,
the plan is to secure two acres from
the South Carolina College on Sum-
ter stroet on the lot now owned by
that institution on which is the old
mesn hall, some unsightly ¢cow shods
and a turnip pateh. The college
might be given %10,000 of the pur-
chasa price for this lot, and leave
$80,000 with which to build & man
sion of & modern character and ar-
ranged for the special purpone of
boing the residence of the chief ex-
eoutive, This would help the col-
legge and the State, nnd besidea that
put the present mansion property on
the tax list

This  whole qneation has been
qnietly agitated for several yoars,
but thia will bo the firet positive and
definite plan coneeived or presentod
to the Legislature,

=S

The U. 8. Civil Service Uommis-
sion raports that for the year ending
June 30, 1902, there were 14,083
persons appointed from its rogisters,
There was 4,602 more than was ever
bofore appointed in a single yenr,
Anyone wishing information wubout
vhese positiona can secure it free by
writing for the Civil Servico an
nouncement of the Columbian Cor-
vespondence Colloge, Washington,
D. C. The commission will hold ox
aminations to recure young mon and
women for these places during March

and April, at Charleston and Colum-
bia.

Many people do not Laow that
these appointmenta are made without
politioel influence and that a large
share of them are filled by those hay-

ing only a common sshool edneation,
bat such is now the oase,

WHY IS CHINA POOR?

Natural and Artlficlal Causes of the Chron=
Ic Tragedy of a Great Natlon,

(Wm. Durban, in Pall Mall Gazette.)
One of the greatest disabilities un.
der which China labors as 8 pation
is a8 simple as it inead. An immense
proportion of ite population very rare-
ly got & meal suficient either in quan-
tity orin natritive power. Hundreds
of beuevolent foreigners, both of the
meraantile and missionary orders,
are constantly seeking in scattered
spots throughout the vast realm to

mitigate the chronic distress of the
pourest sections. Kspecially has phil-

anthropy besn effective 1n relieving
the abnormal pressure consequent on

drought and fluods. Obviously, how-

ever, external holp can do next to

nothing to meet &« normal c¢ondition

of insuflicient ailment extending over

a vory extensive land and involving

an enormous population.

One of the causes of chronic and

muassive indigence in China through-

out most of the interior is the utter

stagnation for ages of oivilization,

The development of this mighty race

was long singe arrested, and though

the nution is not decadent, its condi-

tions aro stercotyped, and China is

in astate of  permanent childhood,

Every linguist well underatands {hat

this nceonnts for that colossal philo-
logical enriosity, the Chineso langu-

Rpre,
monosyllabie stege, and is a ere

It has never got beyoud the

language of overgrown babies, ‘I'bin
condition of arrested development
lies at the root of the appalling pov-
orty of the mnsses & country
which nature designed to be inenleu-
lably wealthy. Chinn is not, like
Central Asia, a land of savage, howl-
ing wastes, 1L is ono of the most for-
tilo aud flowery parts of the earth's
surfaco nlmoet throughout the entire
areu.

in

And, moreover, its people are
the most industrious agriculturiats
in the world, sud have been so for
many centuries,  Frait and vegetn-
bles are mnch more abundant and
exiat in much grontor variety than
we ure favored with in our own coun-
try.

Notwithatanding these magnificont
natural endowments, what the
state of things in the Flowery King-
dom? From lnck of snything like
seientific cultivation the quality of
nearly all fruits is exceedingly poor,
an. only the the splendid sunshine
ana the atmospheric conditions com-
pensute for the lack of skill. Apples,
pear, spricots, penches, nectarines,
plams, cherries, grapes and persim-
mons are almost everywhere grown
in immense abundance, but no native

ever studien improvement in their
culture.

i

Whout, millet, maize, sor-
ghum, sweet potatoes, peanuts, indi-
go, und u groat variety of pes nnd
bean crops are produced with ease,
while rice is, of ecourse, almost uni-
versally found in onltivation. But
in nearly every provinee the output,
notwithstanding  the indefatigablo
toil of the people, s far short of yhal
might be attunined under better mun-
agoinent, while the quality of the

foodstuifs is  deliciont in nutritive

power. Vant tracts of soil have buen
impoverished through centuries of
uninterrupted production without any
adequate componsation.  Juriehing
materinl is poor in quulity. Grazing
in unknown, snd in most of the pro-
vinces tho land nevor livs fullow, tl o
antives naver haviog lenrned the so
crot of the rotation of crops. Yot
the land is still foreed to produce
threo crops in two years without in-
termienion.

The Chineso poverty problom s
compliented. Tt socondary ennues
ure manifold, but after all thoy nre
only aggravations of the agrarinn
stagnation.  One of my friends resid-
ing for u time in the interior asked
an officinl how many beggars ho was
foeding. He replied 18,000, “Thege,
he explained, “‘are all tenant farmme
from o north. Few people who
entirely own their land are so misora.-
bly pvor.” Thus at every point the
agricultural question recurs. In the
province of Wahu last yoar lnrgre
rolief work wus initinted by foreign-
ers.  Hero also the starving sufferes
were chiefly of that samoe large olngs
in China, the tenunt farmers. Many
of them were from the immense
atates of tho late Li Huog Chang.
Where a man gives half he raises to
a landlord he ean, even in a good
yoar, save littie or nothing and a
poor year mesans famine,




