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Y
Previously Continuegd
tiug on a log and continulng his
harangue.

Then, in the middle of a tcutence,
and while Bud was bending over the
fire, the Mexican stopped short and.
imned to ond slde. A tense sllence
fell, and Hooker was waked from his
trance by the warning click of a £un-

lock. Suddenly his mind came back |

to his guests, and he ducked like a
flash, but even as he went down he
heard the hammer clack!

The gun had snupped!

Instantly Hooker's hand leaped to
his pistol and he fired from the hip
pointbhlank at the would-be murderer.
With a yell to the others, one of the
l'ealcuna sprung on bim from behind
end iried to bear him down. They
struggled for a moment while Bud
shot bllhdly‘ with' hig” pfswl and went
down ﬂzhllng : z

Bud' was ‘'a glant r:ompnred to tI:B
stunted ‘Mexicans, and he threw them
about like dogs that hang on to a bear.
With a man in each hand he rose to
his feet, crushing them down beneath
hjm; then, in despair of ghaking off
his rider, hg-staggered a few steps
and hurlad himself over backw ard Into
the fire." -

A yell of agony followed their fall
and, as the live coals bit through the
Mexichn's"thin Bhirt, he fought like a
cat to get fres. Rocks, pots and ket

Thmw Them About Like Dogs That
Hang Onto a Bear.

tles were kicked in every direction,
* and when Hooker leaped to his feet
the Mexican scrambled up and rushed
madly. for the creak.
., But, though Bud was free, the bat-
tle had turned against.him, for in the
brief interval of his ﬂgh;./the other
two. Mexicans ‘had run, for thelr guns.
The lnslnnt he rose they covered him,
Thelr chief, wha by sgme miracle had |
escaped
them to halt.- Cheated of his victim at
the first he was claiming the right to
kil
v As Hooker stood blinded by the
smoke and ashes the fellow took de-
: libérate alm— and once -more his rifie
anapped. , Then, - a8 the: other Mexi-
cang etood ape, eurprised at, the
fallure. of the shot, the nannonllke
__whang of a Mauser rent the air and
¢ tha leader crumpled duwn in a hesp.
~An-instant later & shrill rall rose
" from_up the canyon and, a8 the two
Mexicans .started ‘and mstared, Amigo
came dashing'in‘upopn them, a spitting
pistol - in -one-hand :and his: terrible
~i:Woad-chopping" ' “knife - prandishe3
high m.thq L
" In the. dnak his e eq snd taeth
slaamad ‘whité, hie black halr seem
ﬁ'br{llle;wl rpry and the glint of
jog kmife ‘made a light &g :he
‘waulted. pver the' lnst rock and went
plynging on  thelr track. -For, st.the
4lrst glance at this huge,’ pursulng‘ng\-
ure, the /two Mexldans had turned and
‘bolted like -rabibits,” and now,’ a8 t
quul whirled {n'aftor them, Btd
e t!wm Equéaling: and dqmﬁﬁrnx
¥ down ‘among, lb,a

5 t w" gi-l ' 'ﬂwnrlk. too, ever f rdﬂQ
stomach ‘bist Hogker 16t the. Immm Aol-
_ low; his naturd. - When' .Amigo came

'bacl: trom. hig ‘hunting thnrq WRADO | ;-
nead to nak, n\ma!m “Hlp, eyes nhone |
terribly. that

'.\;'ﬁ‘ '. Y
§ &M&M‘{ﬂ: h‘f.‘th'e '. o
gaved

~m-é-w='im'-=>;.‘maw_-“
TR

o

‘| fled to the west.

ud's shot, gaye a shbut for |-

All thia was In the Yequi's eye as he
carefully tested the action; but, when
he threw down the lever, a cartridge
rose up from the magaz ine and glided
smoothly Into the breoch. With a rifle
tull of cartridges the {gnorant Mex{can
aad been snapping on an empty cham-
ner, not knowing enough to jack up a
shell!

For a moment Amigo stared at the
gun and the man, and his mouth drew
down wich contempt,

“Ha! Pendejo!" he grunted, apd
kicked the corpse with his foot
think of Bernardo Brave and his men?
They captured the last up train from
Fortuna; loaded all the men into the
ore cars and empty coaches; and,
while the federals were still in their
barracks, the train ran clear into the
station and took the town by storm.

‘“And elght days later, at sundown,

the. federals took it back. Ah, thers
was awful slaughter averted, penor!
But for the fact that the fuse went
out two hundred Yagui Indlane who
led the charge would have been blown
into eternity.
. “Yes, 80 great was the charge of
dynamite that the rebels had laid in
their mine that not a house in Agua
Negra would have been left nl.a.udlng
it the tua,g}had dond its work., '‘Two
tons ot mitel Think of that, my
friend!

“But these rebels were as ignorant
of its power as they were of laying
p train. The Yaquls walked Into the
town at sundown and found it de-
serted—every man, ‘woman and child
had fled to Gadiden and the rebels had
Iy

“But listen, here was the way it
happened—actually, and not as com-
mon repert has it, for the country is
ull’ {n an uproar and the real facts
were never known. When Bernatdo
Bravo.captured the town of Agua Ne-
gra the people acclaimed his a herg.

“He eent wotd to the junta at Kl
Paso and set up a new form of EOV- |
ernment. All was enthusiasm, and |
several Amerlcans jolned his ranks
to operate the machine guns and can-

Tha Artlilery nrova'Thﬁrn Back.

non. As for the federals, they ococu-
ped the couatry to the.cast and at-
tempted a few sallles, but as they
had nothing but their rlnea, the artil-
lary drove them bacl.-

“Then, as the .bul.tla cnuea the
rebelid began to celebrate their vi%
tory. They broke into the closed can:
tinas, disobeylng their officers and be-
ginning the loot of tHe town, and
while half of thelr number were drunk
the federals, being Informed of thelr
condition, - suddenly- advanced wupon
. them,, with the. Yaquls far. in the ]

“They did nn'l.xs‘hoet thn?o ‘ang?:'f
but, dg;-;mlng ithelr guns behind them,’
they crept up.thro es 4nd |
dugﬂu%ul{e cloge “htﬁa IB:?: Then, |
Ywhen: ‘the rebels dlscovéred them and
smanned, :thelr, guns, ‘the l'!'l.ﬂ'lﬂ.l lhnt
nown the gunnera. 'y - |

"Graw!n; bolder. . they crant l'arl.hor

. front—tha rebels became dlsor-
E;g '?' t, when th they would
and a W oy, saw they w
“surely 1:; takan, tHe leaders !mﬂag“
.t®a;tona.ot dynamite In the trenchéa
by the billying and set a time-fuse,
-to .explode when. thq Ymula arrived.

b the town |

A |

.-'-o#!m'-me rrw TWAY a8y
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thelr men becama mutinous—].

“However, Agun-Negra 18 once more
in the hands of the government; the
track s clear and most of the bridges
repaired; so why quarrel with the
Yaquis? While they. are, of course,
nothing but Indlans, they serve their
purpose in battle”

“Well, I guess yes!" responded Hud
worrmly., “Serve their purpose, eh?
Whera were these Mexican soldiers
and them Spaplsh officers when the
Yaquls were taking the town? And
that was just llke & dog-goned Mexi-
can—selting that time-fuse and then
not hg.ving it so off. More'n llkely the
poor yap that fired it was go scairt he
couldn't hold e match—probably
‘never Jit it, jest dropped the match
and run. They're g bum bunch, it
you want to koow what 1 think. I'd
rather bawe & Yaqui than a hundred
of 'em!”

“A hundred of whom?" Inquired a
cool volce behind him, and looking.up
Hookar zaw the beaptiful Gracia gaz-
Jdng out at bim thratlsh the gcreen
idopr. |,

But If the Maxlcan hnd been a foul.
+be had paid the price, for the secand
‘time he snapped-his gun Amico had
shot liim through and through.

CHARTER XX.

-—

In a country where witnesses to a
crime are imprisoned along with the
prinolpals and kept more or less in-
definitely in jail, 2 man thinks twice
hefore he reports to the police.

With four dead “Mexicans to the
Yaqul's account, and Del Rey In
charse of the district, Hooker follcwad
his eecond thought—he sald nothing,
and took hia chances on beling ariq-
ed for murder. Until far Into the nii:at
Amigo busied himself along the uill-
alda', and when the sun rose not a slgn
remained to tell the story of the fight.

Men, horses, saddles and guns—all
had disappeared. And, after packing a
little food in o sack, Amigo dleap-
peared aleéo, with a grim amile in prom-
_an of return.

The sun rose round ond hot, the
Bame as usual; the south’ wind came
up and blew into a bellying mass of
clouds, which lashed back wth the ac-
‘customed rain; and when all the earth
was washed, clenn and fresh the last
‘trace of tha' ll.ruggla wa.n none Only
1by the burns on his hands was Hooker
aware of the fight and of the treache:y
which had reared its head against h'm
{like a snake which'hes been warmed
land fed.

“Nowhera byt in hfexico, whare the
‘low pelado classes have made, such
deeds a snbﬂe;r, could the man he
‘found to giallmnlatq Hke that. false’

asgnssindn-chlaf, "To pause euddenly
in a protracted speech, swing or . and
plgk .up p gun, and halt bis vl imfor

.6f7thp Jack--that iidesd  called for o
brand of uunnu:s rarely-found. in_the
United States. , - -

There was one thing about the affalr
lha! vagualy .hsupted Hooker—why
wqa it, ;t ,§ man &0, cum:.ing as that
“had tal to lpad hig gun? Twice, and
With eyerything In hia favor, he had
‘ralsed hie rifle to fire; and both times
it bad enapped-in his hands. Certainly
be must have Deen Inept at arms—or
‘accustomed -to single-sliot guns.” .*

The reputed of the swift-fir-
ing rifles evident]y bad been his undo-
ing, but where d he got his new
gun? And who was he, suyway? With
those two bafiling guestions Bud wres-
tled as he sat hes{de his doar, and at
evening, his angwer cpme. -

The sun was swinging low and Be
was collugting- wood down:tha, gulch
for a fire when, with & ruddgn thud of
boofs, 2 horseman tounuag .the, point
and came abruptly to,a halt.. It was
Aragon, and he w:u; gpying. an the
camp..,

For a full mluut& ha smned !.he
house, tent and. mMe with. a.look 8o
gnaky and sinister that Bud could read
his heart like a book, - Here was the
man who had sent.the sssassins, and
-he hed come to view thelr workl

slowly ‘Bud’s
towng bis ‘Bix-shooter but,”slight as
was the motlon, Aragon mush; ti am'l
‘gat frozen in his pla Then, wil
inartioplate ery, be fell fiat on

!}inrn[‘u1 nedk snﬂ..ﬂnt Sk

Tha, myar to ﬂud- qqut!ona wu
yery eagy, ngw., The Mexlcan who had
Jed the attempt cn his life was:ane’
of Aragon's had men, one.of the four
gunmen whom .Hooker had - looked.
{OVer o em'atu‘ll; When thq; ) ta
,drive him:Zram thg ming, snd n,
'had ‘fitted  Kim-out -with-new. arms_to'
maka the rmlt qo;o qul;o. But wuh

t question msw ere came,
mt‘her”mil anoth ], In'a su
‘den olarity of v‘ulon. Bud saw i.ﬁrodsh'
the hellish plot mq.-hhald hlmnu
ithe maltpr el QRN

.umwmudm wnpldnot'
-dare to;face.him'pow, tor ‘he, knew
‘that ‘Me mibritad’ qlan.ths. -By -llll ‘sly!
“approach, by the lpok 'in:his: eyén. lqd
“thé ‘dlsmay ‘Gt his\'Trentled  rétrea
hé haa n.uhmw_ .
thah by wor

hh

el hagd
munﬂd. ‘dulmuqn.nun ‘m hlﬂ
mmud l.o hll qan! s i

ithe shogting’ by the preparatory click |

‘hand ' orept |

spuioe ont|

o o _? 2 smieht norinweet o

i,
*| rake the Tange. t’w,
?; ‘ha topped the lut

.ﬂ":ul fear cnhased them-
fcroge | Aragon’s face ap he !
stood, but Bud walked proudly by.

{'Good merning, senor!"” was all Bud
said, but the.logk In hls eyes was
elpquent of & grim hereafter.

And lustead of hurrying back to
guard his preclous mine Hooker lol-
tered carelessly about town. His
mine was safe now—and he was safe.
Aragon dared not raise a hand. So he
eat himself down on the broad vernndn
and llstened with boylsh interest to
Don Juan's account of the war.

“What, have you not heard of the
battle?” cried portly Don Juan, delight-
ed to have a fresh llstener. “Agua
Negra has beén taken and retaken,
and tho raljroad will soon be repalred.
My gracloun! have you been out in
the hille- that long? Why, it was two
weeks ago that the rebels raptured
the town by a coup, and elght days
later the federala took it Lack.

“Ali, toerg has heen e real war, Mr.
Bud! You who héve laughed at the
courage of the Mexlicans, what do you
pathy with our great cause, 1 will ask
you for that horse. Of course, I will
glve you a recefpt.”

He fetched out a blank-book as ho
&poke and motioned to a ragged beg-
gar at his. heels.. Bud checked the
man's rush with a look.

“One moment!” he sald, and as the
soldier turned baok his general glanced
up sharply,

“Only this, Benor General,” an-
swered Bud.. *You are welcome to
anything I have—food, blankots, mon-
ey—but Icannot glve you that horse.”

“But, senor!!.protested the general,
regarding-him with arrogant plg eyes
that glinted wickedly, “this poor sol-
dler's feet are gore. Burely you would
not make him.walk, Only name your
price and [.will.give you a receipt for
him, but my man must have the
horse."

There was a pausa and men began
to dismount and move in closer. At
a word from thelr commander any
one of them would draw and kill him,
as Hooker very well knew, but his
love for coppar Buttom made him ob-
durate.

“If the men is lame,” he sald, "I
will give him another horee—but he
cannot have this sarrel.”

He stepped quickly over to tha cor-
ral and turned with his back to the
gate, while the commander spat out
orders in Bpapish end armed men
came running, ‘i

“Senor,” he mld advancing brusque-
Iy upon t.he deflant- Hooker, I must
trouble you for. th.ut pistol.”

“No, senort” apgwered the cowboy,
keeplng hia hapd .upon his gun, “not
Lo Yoy nor no m—aqd I'll never give
it up to a Mex)

“Caraf!” exela!mud the officer impa-
tlently, “you are pn Americano—uno?"

“Not 'only thnt"imhleﬂ Bud Arawr
ieg Mlmesslf up in 3fs prigs, ‘S 2w 2
Tejaro also, and 1f any man touches
that horse I'll Kill h.unl"

" His volce trembled with anger, but
his hand was ateady and the Mexicans
did not decelve tlmmuel\as _

“Ha, un. /Tejano!”  murmured ' tho
men who stood about, and one or two
who ‘bad started to ¢limb the fence
thought better of it 4nd d:opped back
to the sround. fob 1t

Bud knew the fate of several men
who had proclgimed themeselves Amerl-
lcans to the insurrectos—boastfully
done, it was sald to be the quickest
way there was of drawing a Mexlcan
bullet: But to be g 'I‘o;nn was differ-
ent—somehow the very name suggest-
ed trouble to thelr mindg and an Ala-
mo fight to the death. . Hooker saw
that hie hod: mnda an- lmpramion, and
he was not'slow to follow it up.

the general, “let your mah go up that
arroyo snd he will find one hobbled op
the fiat. 'Then give me your receipt
for two hundred dollars gold and 1
will contribute a sagdle.”

it was-a. rmunn.blomoncalalon. un-
der the circumstanceg, and, best of all,
it saved ,the general’s.face. . The hid-
eous frown with which he had regard-
ed tha Amarlban changed suddenly to
a look 'of polnpnl.ll ptide.. He jerked
an lmperlbua head at his ragged re-
tainer and drew tor!lr '.‘l!l noeint -book
with a flour{sh,

While lm wallad for t.he horse to ap-
pear he lﬂrﬂiad ‘upon his gngoping men
and droye them to thefy mounts with
curses, - * Evidently 1t was no sinecure
to command in the army of the Iiber-
atlon, and the vefled 'mutterings of

his followers uhowaﬂ t they LYerp
little batier, than Toas
i, Manntgd upon horseg, mules, gud

even burros; nrmed wil.h evary con-
celvable weapon i«om ® munltat to
| stgndard mpnhun: rifiés, "they were a
tatterdemalion " army, , more fit fo;
“treason, stratsgeme and; nbou,"

ithe starner duties. of . war.
¢i-Bud lookefl. them .0ver closely, wall
\satisfled .tq haye his:Dback against a
wall, .and’ when the \lov

-hpowed .reg

tg]nor £amo urryln; ‘r'mﬁlh the
horap be quickly took-the worthless

Tocelpt and watched tham on' thelr

Way. ., 'Thep, as the last.camp-follower
disappoaied, he ran foF his eaddle and

1 Fifle and ;within a .minute he .was.

“mounted aud eway. o
There wérs rebels: below: him——vary
o

| likel* ‘theré ‘were my e—tho
sade. 3 tor ' Bottam
qver. tha:hilla st Forti With-

t stop Tfor. path oy a h‘ﬂ;‘ﬂﬂ'

she ma\‘la sight of

that drove:all the sdbdle wm

mqﬂ'nﬂtmum'wmmm PR
i

| down with,

m

e you need a horse,” he sald to |

|, The . creek,, s)

Picking out the best trail by .ics!inot
and soitipg such a pace that Bud vwus
hard presded to keep up with him, |

He hed beard it sald that in the

Yaqul country no white man, no mat-
ter how well hg was moun'ed, could
outdlstance the Indians on foot, and
now he knew it was true. Nut why
this killlng hoaste on. the part of Ami-
go? He had neither friends nor kin
in town; why, then, should he run go
fast to warn them of the enemy?
" They racked on, up one hill and
down another, while the Insurrectos
followed tbe canyon that ewung to the
south, aud fnally, in a last scramble,
they mounted a rocky ridge and
locked down ppon old Fortuna.

Alrsady the hard-driven pgons were
out In‘the flelds at work and smoke
was rislng from the mescal still. Ara-
gon was busy, but his labors woeuld be
worse than wasted If the red-flaggors
-toak him prispner. As Bud'bieathed
bis horge ho hesitaled whetht 1, :ide/
back apd warn Bum ar e i

“A hmodred Mexicans!" he repeated,
and Gratln murmured “Oh!" and was
pone.

“Misg Aragon Is very loyal to her
country,” observed Don Juan, but
Hooker only grunted.
~ Bomehow, since those four Mexicans
had come to his camp, he had soured
on avarythlug south of the line; and
even the charming Gracla could not
make him take back his words. If she
bad intended the rcmark as a chal-
lenge—a subtle juvitation to follow
ber and defend his faith—she fajled
for once of her purpose, for it there
was any particular man in Mexico-that
Bud hated more than another it was
her folse-hearted fifther.

Hooker had, In fact, thought more
serlously of making her a halt-orphan
than of winniog her gpod-will, and he
lingered about the hotel, not to make
love to the daughter, bu,t to etrike ter-
ror to Aragon,

The company belng good, and a
train belng expected soon, Bud stayed
over agnother day. In the morning,
when he came down for breaktast, he
found that Aragon haed fled before him.
With hie wife, daughter and retinue,
he had moved suddenly back to his
home. Fooker grinned when Don Juan
told him the news.

“Well, why not?" he asked; chuck-
ling maliglously. “Hare it's the mid-
dle of the rainy spason and the war
going on all summer and nary a rebel:
in slght. Where's that big fight you
was telling about—the battle of For-
tuna? You've made a regular fortune
out of these refugees, Brachamonte,
tmt 1 fail to seq the enemy.”

. , You may laugh,” ehrugged the
hotel :keeper, “but wait! Ths tims will
come, The rebe!n are lost now—sgome
day, when you least eXpect it,  they
will come upon ue and then, balleva
me, my gueets will be glad they are
s here.  What is a few weeks' hill com-
pared to bejng held for rangom? Look:
at that rich S8enor Luna, who was hero
for a time In the spring. Againét my
advice he hurried homo and now he
is puylng tha} price. Ten thousand
'pesos it cost to save his wiie and
famlly, and for himself and son his
friepds advanced ter thaopsand more.
I make no evil prophecles, but it
11§ ,be better for our friend if he
slayed on at my poor hotel,”
* “YWhose frlend?’ inquired Bud
bluflly, but Don Juan etruck him upon
the back with elephantine playfulness
and burrled off to his duties.

As for  Haooker, he taryled in town
until e got his mall and a copy of
the Bunday paper and then, well sat-
fsfled that ‘the timés were quiet and
wars & thing of the past, he ambled
back to the Eagle Tall and settled
‘down ror a rest.,

Flat on bis back hy the doorway
he lay on hig bed and smoked, reading
his way through the lurid supplement
and watching the trafl with one eye.
.Since the fight with Aragon’s Mexl-
cans all his appreheneions had left
him. He had written bricfly to Phil
and Kruger, and now he was holding
the fort. |

It had been a close shave, but he
had escaped the cowardly assassing
and bed Aragon in his power. Not by
-any force of law, but by the forte of
.{ear and the gnawing wealmess of Ara-
gon's own evil consclenge. |

Aragon was afrald.of what he bad
dong, but it was .the Ruspensg which
rendergd him eo pitiable. ‘On a day
he had sent ‘four armed Meéxicans
to ‘kill this" Texan—not one had -re-
turned and the Texan regarded him
sneerngly. Thld gt ‘:u, that brokp
the Bpaniard's will, fof.he

as foF Bud, be lay

what {p lhink, t.

q‘lﬁa bick ml qm doorway apd

sughea at tha funnlr page.

As he gpuw!ad therg at his reading,
Amigo came in/from the hills, and he,;
too, ‘was contentito relax, Gravely'
scanning the. colored shoet, his dark
tace ljghted up.

It waa Al v
ant, but lp. was n,ut qantlnnd to. Iut.

OHAPTEI! XXI.

laughed at' the comlc paper and docid-
ed thatall: the wotld was' fair, Hooker
-and_Amigo 'were squatting by the fire
and eating a man'galze hreakfast. ,
tpue,n by, rmurday-
torrential rain,
,let. The wind bud not risen and the
sun wha just over the hill ‘when, with
& rush’ and a scramble,’ W

; downm-mpnndmwlnum:m

the .rooka.
A gnmant,lgter two mpn Mﬂ down

‘al”’

tiup on," and ‘then two at
two m ’hl rmm?nrt.’m!;t
artied “with una-. ‘and ‘tHey cast,
'envioul'eyea at Copper Rottom s they’
‘haited :batare{the campi~ A :tor Bud, |.

~¥.grazlﬂm1h“ mmm MM nm

Thess wers: th& loit

\i-.t

knew. not |'

muehll and pleas- |

On tlw momlng after they had

‘e‘qed to ’ ﬂ'u- ’ s g

the other bandit chiefs, and they
marche:l. 48 he well knew, upon For-
tuna. They marched quletly, and the
great whistle had, not blown.

1i would make a rich prige, Fortuna,
if they cquld take It by surprise! The
ransom for the Spanish haclendados
alone would amount to tbuuanndu ot
dollars, and the mine-owners could
afford to pay auything In order to save ;
their works.

A box of dynamite under the glaot
congentrator and the money would be
produced at once, and yet the scoun-
drels holted at a one-man camp to
sleal a slngle horse,

A flcker of scorn passed over Hook-
er's face aa the leader came dashing
up, byt the Texan grepied him with g
glow smile.

" “Ducnos dias, general!” he sald;
“you have many men.”

“Bnough!” observed the “general”
hurriedly, “but some In the rear are
on foot. As I suppose you are in sym-

-gound as a cloud obscures the light,
stopped suddenly in its roar, and the
crowd at the hotel became calm. The
superintendent, a wiry, gray-halred
little moun, with decision_ in every
movemont, came running from his
fort-like houso on the hili and ordered
all thé women to take shelter there
and take thelr children with them.

8o, while the rifies rattled and aetray
bulleta began te knock mud from tho
walls, they went straggling up the bill,
rich and poor, mtriclan and peon,
while the ait was fent’ by the :walls
of the half-Indlan Mexloan women,
who held themselves as good as cap-
tured by the revoliosos, concerning
whose scruples they entertained no
illusions.

The women of the aristocracy bore
themselves with more reserve, as be-
fitting thelr birth and station, and the
Americane who gathered sbout them
with their protdeting rifles pretended
that sl would be well: but in the,
minds of every one was that eame
terror ‘which found expression in (e
peon wall and, while scaitered rebels
und newly armed miners exchanged
volleys on both sides of the town, the

non-combatant Americans sousht out
eyery woman and rushed her up to the
blg house. There, If worat came .to
worst, they could makn A lagt atand,
or save them by n ransom. |

Bo, from the old woman who kept
the candy stand in the plaza to the
wives of the miners and the cherished
womenfolk of the landowners, they |
wera all crowded inaide the brnud halls
of the big house; and seventy odd
Americang, armed with company rifles, |
paced nervousiy along the broad yeran-
das or punched loopholes in the ndoba
walls that inolosed the summer garden
bebind. .

Along with the rest went Hooker
and Gracis, and mouah har wolher
Imckoneq ‘and . . Iroifned
ateraly, tho wijtal, d.'.igﬁtur 0! e Arps
gons did not offer 1o lcave him as they
scampered up the hill, In fact, she
rode close beslde him, spurring when
he, spurred and, finally, when  the
ghower of etray bullets had passed,
she led on around the housu,

“Won't you help me take iny horae
inslde the walls?” ashe nukud Budl
followed after her, circling the fortress
whoee blank adobe walls gave shelter
‘to. the .screaming women, and she
smiled upon him with the mpst ep-
gaging confidence.

“I know you will hnve to go soon,”
she sald, “and I suppoee 1've got to I:a
shut in with those creatures, but we
must be sure to save gur horses. Some
bullets might.hit them, you know, and
then we could net run awas!

“¥You remember your promise!” she i
reminded, as Bud gaged at her in as-.
tonishment. “Ah, yes, I knew you dtd
—otherwlse you would not have plcked
such a good horse for me. 'This rmn:
is my father's best riding horee, You
must put yours Inside the wall with
him, apd when the time is right we
will.get them and ride for the line.”

{What?* crfed Hooker incredulous-
1y, “with the country full of ‘rebels?
They're liable to taka the town in half
an hourl”

“No, indeed they will not!® respond-
ed Gracla with spirft. “You do not
underatand. the spirit of us.Bonorang!

Womsn Bnd €% Ven Yok Bhelter
¢ ‘lmu-

Cm;tt rmi nes hl:w u;;:n
spedl . The miners have
.Fabels 1 9 an

mo u
'idil l "ﬂm:.
140 AWAY,. thay;will.be

“Nothing doing!!” announced Hookar
a8 he dismounted at:the corral, "You
don’t know what you're talking aboutl!
But I will leave mys horso here,” he
added; “L sure dun‘t want him to get
hurt."”

"Hut you promlsed!™ pmteatod Gra=
cla weakly. .

“Promised notlllng"' rﬂtorted Bufy
ungracipusly. “I promised to take care |
of you, didn't 17 Waell, what'y the usei’
of tulking, then? You bettgr gtpy right:
here, whore you're safe. Coma an.
let'y go to the house!”

“No!" erled (Gracia; her dark tural*
turning misty with imminent tears.
“Oh, Mr. looker!" ghe burst out, 1
“didn't I keep them ali wa!tlnl while ¥
put on thin riding-skirt: I thought: youii
hnd come to take me awar! What do
I care to be safe? 1 want to be froptl]

i vant to run away—and go across the|'
line to deur Phil!" ghe ¢-lterad. Then!
Jdie Tookoad ny ot him ebarply and her

fofile " An accusing tone,

notify Fortuna:; but even for that
brief spell the Yaqui could mot walt,
“Adios,” he eald, coming close and
holding gut his black hand: “1 go this
way!" And he polnted nlnng the ridge,
“But why?" sald Bud, stiil at a lops
to account for his haste. Then, seelpg
the reticence In the Indian's oyes, ha-
thrust out his hand fn return.
“Adlos, Amigo mio!" he replied, and
with a guick grip the Yaqul was Eane.
With that same deceptive speed I\a
shambled through the bushes, still lua-
ging the heavy rifle and rqnin; ;nr
higher gmqnd Bud knaw
8ome purpose—he avnu pqd a,ln
ing ldea thot it was o taka ots
at Captain del Rey—but six months in
Mexico had maﬂa%lm naralau. and he
half hope2 the Yaqul would wln
The captain kad: it coming to him
for his brutality, but with Aragon it
was dltfurant——.a\ragnn lmd a wife md

8peed wn-wr'm \ﬁ‘afﬂnd:d.
daughter—and,” with " the momary of
Gracia In his‘mind, Bud'sent hia horse

plunging down the ridge to wnrn thm
before it was too lata.

There were some h l'ennu m ‘be
jumped, but Coppuor Bottom took them
flying, anaasma.yr_gmo the .rly
trail he made the mud-pudplel l:
Across the flelds 1o the sou
could see’ the peotis runiiing for caver
—the lmnrrectos must bh fn aluhf._:
yond the hills, * Wi Y

He was golng noulh .they were m:ul-
ing west, hut it was five miles no!
agaln to the tpwp, ' Bpeed.was
wag needed and gomr Botiom grve
his heat. They nahed into p‘qﬂm
like a wh!rlwinﬂ unqi 1-( kq
hie voice in a hl;h gll.

.. “Insurrectos!" he nhouted.
nea! Pr-onto a- Fortunal” -,

There was a‘Jyush, o mnmoul.’l uf-
lence, and then Neads’ eppeared from

]

i

every windsy and womer, ren sbream-
ing-with the news. | log £819 XU

Ing from the store pn n

azgrily; then, reading” cunrfc lon !n

his'tones, he éalled'tor 'hornu ud

frantically into the house.. VA
A abrill soreech.cama. tmn !ha hiD.

side, . where o, gerving-woman; |

pered to view, the.va m!!l

B inted her finger an

motharn laid hold of, thelr' ul

and started u) the valley on -loo!.

3

Still the men fad abolit In ihé‘hm-n-
pen and Aragon adhired: W'M
folk in the housa. . Bur 1“3
m:‘:;nuil Bud l'g;l (AP AR
where, 'urg 5

reata and rigging and dropped’ ,_'-.
on the first horse he 5_&1\:1 4
m‘:lntched a lldo-ndl:;o “Trom -m:l'un-
bling peon .and  skappediait’ on
brute's back. Grahbjos: Ikthl.bﬂﬂh.&
he led the horag. hack (o'the ho)
hrltlled it whlle hq;hgn ~.§pl'

8t the' women taprie
sound df galloping me
gouth. Then, as all’ %‘%ﬂ%
Mexlcans camo Immnln; out:from
slable with th

the
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