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CHAPTER VII.

There are doubtless.many philan-
thropiats in the Back Bay regjons of !
Boston who would consider the whip-
eawing of Cruz h{endes A very repro-
henslble act. And'ons hundred dol-
Iars Mex was certainly a very ‘smali
reward for the service that he was to

perform. .

But Bud-and Phii ware not mvau“
for any, particular uphft soclety, and
one hundred pesos waa a lpt of money
to Crus.Mondes. . More than that, i
they had offered him a, thmmmd dol-
lars for the same. .aer\flce he would
have got avaricioue and domanded ten

thousand.

He came to the hotel varr early the
next morning and lingered around. (1)
hour or eo, waiting for the American
gentleman to arise and tell him his
A hundred dollars would. buy
everything that he could think of, In-

fate,

cluding a quantity of meseal
throat.dried at the thought of it,

Then the gentlemen appeared and
asked him many .questions—whether
he was married according to law,

~ whether his wife would eign the pa-
pers with him, and it he belleved in

& hereafter ror thoss who played false
with Americons. Having ansyv/sred all
thede.in the affirmative, he wiu taken

to the agente mineral; and, afr sign-
hia name—hia one feat lo-penman-
several [mposing documents,

he was.given tlm preclous parmit.

‘ Then there was (hm.har trip to the
munds with a surveyor, to make- re-
port that ‘tha claim was nctusily va-
oapt, and Mnndu went blck I.n hll

normal dnl:lu na & packer. -
In for.

At A

thelr eve,

: INully jinto b‘l‘ﬁlﬂh
RSO N
seryice. :al o 7 110to the :

: return fc
m 1ocator, and: td keep m.m under
ths Awmericsns engazod.fi|
Tuerto, the oné-eyed, to pack cut a
few tools and supplies -for them; and
then, to keep him buay, they employed
him further to bulld a ll.ons housa,
All thesa acl.lvmen wepe, of courss,
not lost on Pon' Ofprhnn Arsgon y
’rru Pnlnc!m. since, by & crafily ar-
rangement n‘.t fences, he had made It

*You can't help palavering 'em, can
you, Phil?" he said. “No matter what
you think about 'em, you got.to be
polite, haven't you? Well, lhal’n the
way you get drawn fn—next tlme you
g0 by now the old man will pump you
dry—you eee. No, air,.the only way
to got along wim 1hm Mex!cens I
oot 'to heve.g thing to do with 'em.
‘No savvy'—that's:my motto!"

“Well, ‘muchas gracias’ is mlm " ab-
annmﬂ De I‘my “It doesn't. cost
anything, and it .buya a whole lpt.”

“Bpre,” mgpepd Bud; "but we aln't
huylu nothing  from him—he's the
opp particular hombye we want to
steer glear of, and keep him guessing
@8 long a3 wa can. That's my view
of it, pardaer.”,

"Oh, that's all right,” laughed De
Lancey, “he won't get anything out
of mg—that {s, nothing but a bunch
of hot air. Say, he's & shrowd-looking
;old.guineq. Isn't he? Did you notice
‘that game e‘:e? He kept it kind of
drooped, almost shut, until he camne
to the point—and then ho opened it
up real flerce. Reminds moé of o big
fighting owl -waking up in the day-
time. - But you juet watch rae handle
bim, and if I don't fool the old boy
8t every turn It'll be because I run
out of bull” i

“Well, you can band him the bull
if you want to,” grumbled Bud, "but
the first llma you give anythtng away
I'm going to pick such & row with
the old cuaa lbg.t wa‘ll have to rpalm a
new trail'to get by. Ho. leave ‘Im
alona, If you ever expect to seo that
girpt” |

A cl.om, azpml;uipn with P‘hll Dp
Llnr.e,v had Jeft Bud pot, unpware, of
his speclal weaknepgos, aps 2hil was

uu oubtadly romantic. ﬁl .a hnrreﬂ
| alignt. imns@, phu{. -:En from Iho

lur nﬁJ
5 Bt

quelﬁnx a;qil 9! 1'.
turned to those ba windows as cer-

talnly as the = -dle peeks the pole.

On eyery ti. , .oming and going, he
bad qonoed thé Aragon housp from the
vinecovered gorrsdor In front to:.the
wglled-in summer garden behind, hop-
ing to surprise a view of the beautiful
daughter of the house. And unless ru-
mof and Don Juan were at fault, she|
wans lndeed worthy of his solicitude—
a gay and sprightly creaturs, bhrown-
eyedl like her mother and with the
sgme glorious chestnut hair, . |

Alre thoge dark, mischievoua
eyes had been busy end, gt the Iast
bjg dgnce at Fortuna, :she .Bad set
mapy heads awhirl. Twice within two
years Jer father, in & rage, hd pent
her awny to gchool in order.io break
off some {1l-consjdered love affalr;. nnd
now a_ batile royal was belng TM
between Manuel del Rey, the dashin
cu.ptuln ‘of ‘the ‘rurales stationed at
FRtiugs, pnd Felis. 8on of g rich
haclendado down in his - hot cotintry,
for the Imnor of her,jx

What more mmnn

tium, ihm thar.
2 .lmn‘lam

ahuuld knep mu

hajghty Jjoyeps, from. !i».il!.
muw aff | nﬂqm
So reasoned, Philip Da Lahcey, mus-.

ln; upon thg enae with which ha conld
act, the part: byt for pmdw.uql pur-
posss he, nald gothing.of his vaunting
ambltions; knowing. full well that they
wotild receive an active yeto from Bud,
For, while . De Lancey did moet of
tha tnlkln.g. and a_great deal of. 'the
l.hl.n.klns lor the m.rtnenh!p. Hoolker

lmkadmt he wag left -tanﬂtu ln
the middle of the street.

“That's the way to handle 1m,” ob-
served Hooker, as they trotted briskly
down .the, Inne. “Leaye 'lm to me!”

“It'l _onlar ake him mad,” obfectpd

foesly.. “What do you
want tl!ll tor?” .

“He's mﬂ already,” answered Buq.
“1 .want.to quarre] with him, so hp
can’t ask us any gueations, Get him
so.mnd he won't talc—shan it be a
falr fight and pone of this snake-in-the-
grass busimess.” -

."Yes, byt qqp;mt lt op him,” pro-

tested Da, be

lrInud!y for e .y% :
‘Can't: be

feally; “we. luwusﬂ ek

“Maybe he dossn't want._ n.-
gegted Phil hopetuily. "He's dmbmd
a lgt of monay, on I,

"¥ou .Be_wenta it," returned
Hooker, wm: conyictipn, “I'm gping
to-camp opt thers—the old boy is
llable to }ump us."”

Aw, you'ra eragy, Bud!” cried Phil;
but H"goke,r goly amiled.

“You know what happened to Ky
Ber,” he answered. “I'll tall you what,
we got to keep our eye open aruund
here.”

“They.-rode_on to the ming, vhle.b
wag only ‘about fiye mijes froq For-
tung, without diaeuuglng .be matter
further; for, while Phil had se;:emplf
been the feader, in this particylar case
Kruger had put Bud in charge, and
he seemed determined to have his
way 8o far as Aragon wao concerned.
In the ordering of supplias and the
Ia:ll ut of develppment work he

ewmf to Phil ip grerything.-but tot'
txc;.lu he praremaa his gwm jpdﬁmﬁn

It .was by Instingt rather {han rea-

-that, he e fzht, and mnle
wha, Taflow;, thair mym
8| change: ey put in . y n;

making mrp[ul mpagvtﬂp ac-
cording to the memoranda that fru-
ger had given them;. having satisfied
themselves as to the apprcximate
Jocality, of the logt vein,; they turned
back again toward Jown with their
heads full of tunning_ schames.

Binco It was the pleasure of the
Bepor Aragon to make war on all
“who entered his preserves, they check-
mated any attempt on his part to
locate the lead by driving stakes to
the north of their ledge; and, still fur-
ther to throw him off, they dpelded to
mark time for a while by doing dead
work on a cut. Buch an approach
would; bo_needed to reach the mouth
of thelr tunnel.

- At the same time it would give
‘ateady, employiyent to Maéndeg and
keep him under thelr eya, and as soon
as Aragon showed his hand l.bay couid

make . ont . oAl pap R Dpace
and serd them to ithe Olty oi Mexleo.

.4nd mot. il  those , ﬂnpl pepers
®arp reco nnd the tnnster duly

. wonld “they Bo. much as, Btick
a pldk into- the hl‘haida or 'show &

‘; tot uﬁim.n!nﬁ gei t!mn B
pased tg bnall u,nple gurves and sinu-
ous admrm. El,e.sm turned out
somewhat of -suib @, Tor when tkey
roda. back through his parrow atrast |
again he met them sguarely in the
road and called them to a hilk
+ "By what rlght. gentlemen—" ha de-
mnnd&d in a volce tremulous with
rage. “-——by what right do you, take
possession of my ming, upon which

*Very well,"” ho aal.d at last, “1 per-
oeive that you are @& gentleman and
11:70 acted in good falth—it is only

at that fellow Mendez has decelved
you, Let it pase, —I will not
quarrel with you, my {riend—it is the
fortune of war. But stop at my store
when you ge by and come and see me.
It 1s indeed lonely here at (imes, and
perhapa I can pass & plpasani hour
with you. My name, senor, {s Don
Cipriano Aragon ¥ Tm Palaclos—and
youra?"’

_He held out his hand with a little

. “Philip De Lanpey,” replied Phil
clasping the proffgred Band; and with
many. expressivong .of good-will and
esteam, with a !m;nhlu of hats apd &
wiggling of fingerp, from the djstance,
they parted, in spitp of Bud, the bert
of friands.

cmp-r;rh i,

There are some beopla In this vprld
with whom {t geema impossible to quar-
rel, notably the parents of attractive
dauzhtﬂl‘ﬂ-

Perhaps, it Gracih Ardgon had not
been watching him from the window
Philip De Lancey would not have been
qujté so cordial with her father—at
teast, that was what Hooker thought,
and he wns 8o badly peeved at the

'?6? things had gone that he said fit,

Then, of couru. thgy quarreled, and,
oie thing leading to another, Phil told
Bud he had & very low way of speak-
ing. DBud replied that, whntever his
deficlencies of’ speech might bs, he
wae not fool encugh to he drawn in
by a skirt, and Phil rebuked him wzain.
Then, with -a. epornfgl grunt, Bud

.Hooker rode op In sflence and they

sald no more, abant it
It was & gay o l‘ht they lod at

night for {he Fbrld hote! was Bllad
with men of thp}; , Bince B)l the
stajd married lther moved

across the Ungmﬂ:m r famllies gr
were under ~rders to coma stralght
home.

In the daytime the hotel was nearly
dererted, for every men in town was
working for the company; but iu the
evening, when they gathered around
the massive stove, it was a merry com-
pany indeed.

There were coum men. full of good
storles and _storlea npt 50 world-
wanderers and adventurers with such
tales of th) Em And West as never
havp been url,(.xea iu hooks. But not a
colloge Hoy .¢ould mohtch .stories \ﬂi.h
Phll De Lancey, nhd “few wandureg
there were .who could tell him any-
thing new about Mexice. Also, when
it came ‘to -popular songs, he knew

both . the ''wiirds and nt.ha ;una Bo he
was much in n, Juan
paosed manr dﬂu fuéh:m (ke bar be-
caugs ot h
fé 9 two bird.
Qp ué‘. ';th

b a-x'?xx Phil, ni ‘ﬁ}e& Une itk
en e 1 [ wit
liquor and good .cheer, alklns and
laughiog far igto e nignt.’ .

, Cuislde tieo wlnt.m' werg still
cold and fhe Mexi nns want . rpp.ped
to the eyshrows;. &gt within : "; merry
company was slow. to quit, and Phil,
making up . for,. tha, lot iy wmonths
when he bad entirely 1.<ked an_apdi-
ence, sat long in the viedt of bonor and
was always the last tn‘m

nothing—excapt what 1 say. If vou
want to palaver around with Aragon,
Eo to it. I'll round up Mendez and his
family and keep ‘em right there at the
mine until we get them papora sikned
—after that I don't care what hap-
mns L]

“Oh, all right,” murmured De mn-
coy.in a subdued tone; but if his con-
gclence smote him l'or the moment it
did not lead to the making of any sea-
Umental New Years, resalutions, for
he stopped when he came to the store
and exchpnged galutations with Arg-
gon, who was lounging expectantly be-
fore his door.

.“Byenos dias, Don Cipriapo!" he
halled. “How are ypu fhis morning?”

“Ah, good morning, Pon Felipe,” re-
sponded Aragon, stepping forth rmqn
the shadow of the door. “I am very
well, thank you—and you1”

“The same!” answered ©hil, as it it
were a great plece of new , "It is fine
w‘mther—no'"

“Yeos, but a little dry!" waid Aragon,
and gso they paseed it back and forth
{1 the accepted SBpanish maoner, while
Bud hooked one leg over the horn of
hia saddle and regarded the haclenda
with languid eyes.

But as his gaze swept the length of
the ylpe-covered corredor It halted for
& moment and a slow smlle came over
his face, In the graen depths of a
paesion-flower vine he had detected
a gulck, birdlika motion; and then
suddenly, llke a trensformation scene,
he beheld a merry fare, framed and

t |’I Irl=1."
"

It Was a ﬁér:rk Company, 'lm‘lellld.. ;
ﬂlumlnalsd by noll.. mldan locks, peer-
ing out at him from amopg tha
goms. ’ Em&pt for tb,n; brigt
ade no slgn that he saw
Ih@u b lypked up again the [l.ce

122nnanrod

Don, Clbrhno ‘=howed them nbout his
mesm! Dlent, where his. men kept a
continual stream of liquid Sira ruoning

RH“

from bmr worm, and zave sach
a raw dri ; but though De Lanpey

m: at. tho hoyss, and
pralaed the e orange treas that bung

over the garden wail, Bpanish tu:awi-

kopw we'ro In bad somewhere, But
hurcying up wan't help none,

!Mow I tell you what we'll do—you
g0 tp tho mining agent and get coples
of all our papers and send them up to
uul. Gadsden lawyer. 1'm golng to go
down and board with Mendez and see
if 1 can read his heart.”

Bo they soparated, and while Phil
Btayed in town to look over the rec-
ords Bud ate his beans and tortillas
with the Mendez family,

They were a happy little family,
caomfortably justalled in the stone
bouse (hat Mendez had built, and rap-
idly gelting fat on three full meals a
day. From hls tent farther up the
capyon Hud could look down apd
waich the children at play and see the
comely Indian wife s8 she cooked by
thp open fire,

Lertalnly no one could be more in-
nocent and contented than she was,
and El Tuerto was all bows and pro-
tegtations of gratitude., And yet, you
never can tell,

Bud had moved out of the new house
to furnish quarters for El Tuerto and
hoad favored him In every way; but
this same conelderation might easily
be misinterpreted, for the Mexicans
are slow to understand kindness.

8o, whilo on the one hand he had
treated them generously, he had al-
waya kept his distance, lest they be
tempted to preswme.  But anow, with
Phil In town for @& few days, he took
his meals with Maria, who was too
awed fo eny a word, and made fricnds
with the dogs and the children.

The way to the dog's heart was easy,
almesl direct, and he finally won the
attontion of little Panchu and Josela
with o well-worn Sunday supplemont.
Thie gaudy Institution, with its spicy
storles and startling illustrations, had
penetrated even to the wilds of Sonors,
apd every SBunday as regularly as the
paper came Bud sat down and had his
laygh over tho funny page.

But to Pancho,-who was six years
n'l;l and curlous, lhls same highly col-
ored shect was o mystery of mysterles,
and when he gaw the blg American
laughing he crept up and looked at it
wistfully. .

“Nirn,' aald Bud laying his\finger
upon the smirking visage of one of the
comic characters, "look, and I will tell
you the story.”

And so, with laborlous care, he
translated the colored fun, while the'
little Mendezes pquirmed with exclte-
ment . and leaped with joy. Even the

wer moved by the comicas, and Men-
dez " becamo so Interested that he
learned the words by heart, the better
to explaln them te others,

But as for Mexican treachery, Bud
couid find none of it. In fact, findiog
them go glmple-heartod and good-na-,
tured, he became half sshpmed of his
early susplciona and: waited .for the
retarn of Phil:to explain Don cuu-l-
lno- compldcency.

itgelf, Crus Mendex came up frors the
houee, hat in haud and an apologetic
smile on his face, and aftor the cus-
tomary roundabout refnarks ho-asked
thie boss as o favor if. 5y wonld lend
him. the page of comjc pigtures.
“Seguro!’ assented Bud, rollihg over
and fumbling for the funny sheet;
then, falling to find it instantly, he in-
qQuired: "“What do you-want t fon?”

simple souls of El Tuerte and Marla '

! i
Bl the noxt-Sunday, a8 Bua» lur i
reading in hils tent, the mystery- aolved

I ahould like to show the plicture paper
to my boy."

Bud regarded him if meditative si-
lence, then he rose up and begen a de-
termined search for the Tunuy sheet,

“All right,” he said, banding it over,
“and here ia a pgnoche of sugar for
your little girl—the one in La b‘ortung._
It Is nothing,” be added, a8 Mendesz
began his thanks.

"But oh, you marrying Mexlean,"” he
continued, relapsing Ilnto his mother
tongue as El Tuerto disappenred; “you
cerlalnly hove dished us right.”

(To be contlnued.)

Praiscworthy Duty.
You may sum the duty of your life
In the giving of praiee 'wo_rthily.' and .
Imlng yourselves worthy of It,—Rus-
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