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WELL EQUIPPED.

1

this equipment:—Courage in your soul,
“mt;unglll {u your urm and honor In your

huoart; ¢

Phoen Inbor earolessly to lonru‘llm part

vou wish to pluy. Success you'll soon con-

trol

—Huocoss,
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: A Tale of Harmless Eavesiropying. §
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oywhat is it Mary?”
wpte. Hont and another gentleman
aster, please.”

{o see master, B
sPidnt sl tell them,

4 1y \Il'[?”
sn't o copne
]"'\'l--"m and they said they'd wail.

Mr. Mowbray

I've shown them into the drawing
aom.”’
”‘..\-‘...‘. well, 1 shall be down in @

noment.”
! e genticmen told me not to dis-

turh you. hut 1 thought ,\'L?}l would
like to know thoy \\'i"l'i! here.

crphank vou, Mary”

ewill the gentlemen stay Lo dinner?”

sNo, | hope—1 mean 1 think not,
You may sonnd the pong al the usual
thme.  Don't forzet, please.”

“Nom. Lowon't torget,”  And Mary
smiled signiticantly to herselt as she
rorived 1o the Witehen, This would
not be the tirs: time she had been
ealledd noon o =ound the dinner gong
at Holly as oa gentle hint to
visgitors wias time for them Lo

Fanlee
that it
H50. .

Mary bad discovered long ago, that
hospitality to “master's friends” was
not one ol bor young mistress' vir-
1es,

“Amd P oden’t blame her, neither,”
said Mary o herselt; Yit's only nat-
upral she shouldn’t want them always
haneing around and taking mastor's
attention off of hersell, and she only
marriey] =ix months,”

thelr best haltback. And old Harding
was grumbling to me, only last night,
because Mowbray hasn’t put his nose
inside the School of Arms for months,"

“pPhat must have been a blow to
Mowbray, to give up these bayonet
competitions. He was a c.luilul cortaln-
ty for at least ono prize.

sqi's the sume with everything, He's
losing his form all l'l)llntl: It's a sin
that such a good sportsman ﬁlunzld be
allowed to run to seed; and o woman
who makes hep husband sacrvifice all
his pet hobbite must be——""

The speaker pausced oxpressively,

“Well, of course, we don't know
that it's her fanlt, He never so much
as hinted at it. Proetends he's drop-
ping out of things to please himself.”

“But who believes that?"

“Nobody! O, you're quite right—
It Is my fanlt!”

It was nou Jack Huni's voice that
answered his friend Dundy’s question.

The two men turned to the spoeakoer
with startled faces,

It was Mrs, Mowbray, who dotached
hersell from the shadow of the screen
al the door and came toward them
with oulstretched hands.

“It was mean to liston,” she sald,
flushi g all over her pretiy face, “but
I eon 't help it. You didn't hear me
come in, and—something  you said-—
mado me walt, and so 1—I overheard,
Oh, please don't think me a—a hen-
pecker!” she added hurrvicdly.,  “Dut
when you said that aboui taking warn-
ing by Huarry, and not getting mar-
ried, it—it wasn’t in human nature not
to listen. I've been thoughtless and
selfish,  It's done me good to hear the
truth.  Won't you shake hands?"”

Ten minutes later, when Harry Mow.
bray came home, he wis amazed to
find that his wife had set her heart
on his  singing  at the Jackdaw's
Smoker, and when she insisted on his
spending the entire following evening
al the club it dawned upon him that
something extraordinary  had  hap-
pened,

WEST POINT AND ITS BEGINNING,

M= Mowbray pave a little petu-
Tont =igh |
“1 o sappese [ must," she murmured,
addressing her looking glass  with a'

frown.  Aund thon she began to smile,

Walt veluctantly, at the face she saw

roeflected thor |
L owis o preity face.  The frown

elomdid prettiness, but the smile
made it Yot Mrs, Mow-
bray frowiecd wimost as often as she
smiled, Bt koo things happened to

Poovah it ieieg

t i

annoy Ler | terest to every loyal Amevican. The

Harry wi= o aonr boy, of course, | tract of land owned by the govern-
bt well beocottainly had his faulls. | ment at West Point contains 2105
What nede i so late tonight, for | acres, and was first settled in May,
wstanee?  svredy he hadn't gone off | 1723, The greater part of this area
awain to pioy chess with that bhoerid | was purchased [rom Stephen Mooro
Bob Jollibers s he did only the other | on Sepltember 10, 1790, for $11.085

Wl
But, no, he wouldn't be so selflsh
amd horrnd wien he knew  perfectly

well how unhappy it would make her.
She had tedd Bim 2o when he came
home at S200 g'clock the other night,
amwd he Livd vowed never to do it again,

Harry was= a man of ™is word; she
would =uy that hin. He had
promized before they were married
to aive ap that hatetfnl volunteering
and foorball that always ook up so
mueh o nis time, and he had Kkept his
promises =0 ocar, though she was quile
sire Pob Jdesbineds and the others were
doing 1neir oes to tempt him to break
i,

Wiat Leoping him this evening?
Fhoe hid never felt gquite casy in her
anined =inec s found our that Harry
faa Sl @ merther of the Jackday
b, e b asvecd with her when
she declaved

fop

nocomiorable hame of his own had
no busgines=s 1o oo o a elab, bul all
the =ane had not resigned  his

members He hed explained to her

traflic betweon the  scaboard  and
the interior. Barly in 17070 the pro-
vineial eongross, pursuant to the wish-
os of the continental  congross,  re-
Csolved to fortity  the bighlands, and
sent commissioners, accompanicd by

v L Colonel Bernard Romans, with 248 men,
tnat o married man with | execnte its plans.
Cwilltul eholervie Hollandoer, an engineer
i by profession and an employe of the !

Clortificationy on

How This Strategic Place Was Occu-
pied in the Revolution,

The antiquity of Fort Putnam, at the
West Point Military  academy, lias
been a question of dispute the last
few days, but it will probably soon be
righted, and its proposcd restoration
to its original condition. or something
like it, will be earvied out, low the
military academy came into being, and
various other facts about it, are of in-

The smaller und southerly portion was
hought from Oliver Gridley on May 13,
1824, Tor $10.000, On March 2, 1824,
the State of New York ecded jurisdic-
tion over that part of the property on
which the principal edifices connecied
witihh the institution stand, and only
“reservaed the right 1o execute any pro-
cess, eivil or eriminal, wherein the
real or personal property ol the United
States was affected.”

The importance of West Point in
the Revolution was due to its com-
mantd of the Hudson river, then the
thorounghfare tor freight and passengoer

Homans was a

Heo construeled
Constitution

the |
islamd |

Hritish Crown,

Ly i wonld be shabby o do so, and 0 gipen Martelned's Roek), but in such |
that payine @ snbeeription 0 o i) | gy unscientific manner as to inviie 1
WAS o more wmatver ol formy He bl the strictures of the mest eanable ex- |
never hooa pone the place sinee, 008 | Lapes of his own peofession. For this
true, Sl Wikl tave boen Bape | pagon, and also heeanse of @ report |
pler had Be ceovored s oeonnection ey specia) commission of inspection, |
with the Jookidaws alloaneiher pinde o congress on Novembep G5,
The el was link with fiis bach- DTSt the wartds conld be assailod |
elor davs Inowhich whoe had had ne Gy the higher giound across  the |
part, and pesented QU as sach. [yiver withont any danger to the encmy, |
The two men walting down stairs | 5 was planned to ocenpy aud Toriiry |
wore Jinks ol the saime sor, They \Wost Point, but the proposition wis l
it knew ey when e wes still a oy, followed, and “the key to the pas- |
shrancoer 1o oocs and they wounld talk sirre of the Highlands temporarily fell
to hime ol thass that had happenced into the hands ol the eneiny.” After
before e bod over ot her, 1t made the British nad abandoned the High-
her feel vazacly gegricved, She would lands in August, 1777, Generals Put-

not have admitted ivin so many words,
hut b always pained her a litile (o
think that Harey coulid ever have had
any absorbing interests and thoughls
oumtside of herself.

Theosh =he laughed to herself, she
liked 1o cherish a delusion  which
Harry's [rviends alwayvs scemed to de-
stroy-—to wit, that Harey's life hal
been a dead and dreary blank before
she came into it,

Murs,  Mowbray seized  her silver-
bhaclked Eoiv-brush—Harry's  latost
present—and administered half a dogz-
en impatient and guite unnecessary
dabs to her pretty, fluffy hair.

"I suppose T must,” shoe sighed
again, and tripped lightly downstairs,
prepared to be civil to her husband's
visitors,

"Poor olg Mowhray!
by him,
ried.”

“F Jdon't mean to,
yourself, eh?" .

“Oh, Nr*ll:s one in a thousand, She's
not Iiitfr Mrs. \I?w-_i,m‘ 1 say, 1 sup.
pose one mustn’t abuse o man's wife
in his own house, Ang 1 daresay she's
a charming little woman, "‘Bfl")’-—lnu.;l.
bit jealous. Anyway, he adores her,”

“Evidently. A man must )he protty
far gone fo plve up everything, gy
Mowbray dees. You don't think he'll
«ome to the smoker?”

“No—I'm afiaid he won't.  Since
he’s been married he can't be inducenl
to spend an evening away from her,”

“Poor cld Mowbray. He's bound to
get tired of it.”

“Yes, o man wants a little change,
even If he's married an angel. Human
nature can't stand monotony.,"”

“Adam's relying on Mowbray to
®ing. The fellows will be horrlbly dis-
appointed if he doesn't,”

“So will Mowhray himself,

Take warning
Bundy, and don't get mar-

“But how aboul

. He used
to be uncommonly keen on it, oOf
course, he'll refuse, simply Decauso

ho's afraid of hurting his wife's feel-
ings."”

“It strilkes meo he's earrying ‘dovo:
tlon a bit too far. Why, he seems to
have thrown over overy blessed thing
he ever cared for, 'The Growlers aro
furlous in his desertion, They've lost

nam and James Clinton were detailed

0 supervise the reconstruction of the
fortresses, and on July 2o, 1779, the
headquarters of  the  commander-in-
chiel were transferred to West Point,
It was here tial General Washington
issued, among his “many and pointed
orders' one "againgt that unnecessary
and abominable custom of swearing."”

West Point had cost §3,000,000, in
addition to three years ol labor by the

local force, and was accounted the
“American  Gibraltar,"—New  York
Tribune, | | i

Jewelled Princes of India.

The princes “boggar description.”
“Animated nuggets, ambulatory mines
of jewels,” one has sald,

The crown jewels of the Guikwar
of Baroda are valued at $20,000,000.
No Bluevault of Dregden nor dragon
guarded tower could mine the treas-
ures of that most charming and cul-
tivated of India’'s princes, Sivaji-Rao
Guikwar of Baroda.

Seven rows of magnificent pearls
are his favorite wear, bul he has b0
necklaces of equal value—parures in
every gem. First in wonder comes
the famous diamond cape mado for
the feroclous Khandarao, who might

be called the last of Roman emperors
from his passionale fondness for
bloody arenic sports. It falls from
nock to shoulders In a great mass of
tablo cut stones, fringed with pear

S:lilncil emeralds.—Everybody's Maga-
zine, A

May Be Surfelted.

“Don't you think it's unwisge,” sald
the first partisan, “to be so sanguine
about your candidate?”

“All right,” returned the other, ‘just
wait U1 after election and then I'll
have a right to crow,”

“That’'s what you will, but I don't
think you'll care to eat all you'll have
to."—Philadelphia Pross.

A Vienna dentlst reports having
made considerable success with artifl-
clal teoth made of papor treated by a
Drocess of his own Inventlon,

I displayed a marked preference for the

EVOLUTION OF HUMOR. |

JAMES L. FORD BELIEVES SATIRE
WILL SOON BECOME POPULAR.

Seeing Somebody Get the Worst of it
Underlies All Funny Happenings the
Worid Around—-All True Wit Must
Have a Foundation in Sincerity.

Philosophers who look upon passing
ovents  through the rose-colored
glasses of optimism may find cnuse for
rojoleing by compuaring our national
humor of touny with that of the so-
called “"newspaper school” that flour-
Ished from a quarter to a third of o
century ago,

It was at a time when the entirve
American nation seemed to bo liter-
ally hungering after somothing funny
that “I'he Danbury News Man,” “Tho
Detroit Preo Press Man,” “The Bur-
lington Ilawkeye Man,” and a score
of others of their class sprang into
a sudden local renown which, in many
cases, grew into national fame, Their
humor was, as a general thing, of what
Is known professionally as the “acro-
batic" school. That is to say, it was
founded on human catastrophes of the
sort incident (o the treacherous ba-
nani peel, the putting up of the stove-
pipe, the return from the lodge, the
depredations of the gont and the per-
versities of the yellow dog. In the
humor ot this school, inebhriety, in its
many droll phases, played a  part
whose importance it would be hard to
overestimate,

Wa have oulgrown this school at
the present day, but let us not sncer |
at it, for, after all, it was true, ster- [
ling humor, tfounded on the same
deathless  principle of seelng  some-
body get the worst of it underlies all
funny happenings the world around—
the same principle that  forms the
backbone alike of Thackery's satire
and the carvly English jokes of the
pulling-a-chair-from-under varicty.
MoredVer, il was a clean, honest hu-
mor which served the double purpose
of educating the popular taste and de-
veloping a few  writers, like Mark
Twain and Bugene Fjeld, who are now
a source of national pride.

For my own part, [ look back with
feelings to tender regret to the days
when a humorist could not only write
2000 words upon opening a bottle of
kumyss or 1500 about losing a collar
bhutton under the bureau, but also foar-
lessly offer it in the marts of litera-
ture, Thosa woere days when a humor-
ist could set up his workshop in some

pleasant, country place, amwd with no
stoek in lrade  save  such familiar
properties as the motherin-daw, the

goal, the stovepipe, the banana peel
and the lodge grind our a living that
at least wave him contentment and
good health. Onee or twice a month
he would visit the eity, bringing with
him a basket of his wares, Most of
the publications in those days deall
exclusively in acrobatic humor, with
the exception perhaps of one which
had what was called “a refined fam-
ily ecirculation,” and was, therefore,
madde the vietim of storics aboul “Our
little four-year-old,” or “Our friendly
W.. who lives in N— and is qnuite a
witg in his way.”" No acrobatic jokes |
couldl be sold fo the editor of that |
periodical, except those from which
the eurse had been craftily removed
by crediting them to Captain X, of
the Forty-seventh Massachuselts rog-
Iment,

In the carly ‘S0s the growing popu-
larivy of “Pnek.” “Lite”™ and “Judge"
ledd 1o the establishment of pages or
columns ol original humorous matter
in a vast number of periodicals, ereat-
ing a demand for humor great enough
to overtax the eapacity ol the regular-
Iy acercdited members of the erali. 1
was this extraordinaey and unloolooed-
for call for humorous matleor that lea
a vast mumber of men and women to
ahandon such sowious pursnits as the
cultivadion aof the soil, the eleansing
ol honsehold linen, thoe mending of

Slinware and the pieking of hueklohor- |

ries in order that they might becomoe
Amoerican humorists, Buat in spite of
the compoetition of this  cheap un-

skillew] Inbor, the professionals profited
preatly by this active market and the
art. of nnrsing a joke amd eausing it
to ervstallize into a doren or more
distinet marketable forms, not one of
which conld be detected as a plagar-
ism of any of the others, was corried
to a higher degree of perfection dur- |
ing this period than ever before in the |
history of American letters,

The best of the humorists, however,
sought a wider ficld for their efforts in
the pages of the magazines, the ac-
ceptance of one article or story being
deemed sufficient to change them from
mere funny writers to “literary men,"
and adding materially to the value of
their signature,

AL last the public began to tire of
humorous pages made up of para-
gralphs, verses and two-line dialogues
L ifshort stufiY as it was called—and

-

Sunday humorous article signed by
some  well-known name, It was on
this wave of pupular taste that BIil
Nye, who had made his flrst reputa-
tion on a western newspaper, eame
into great popularity as the pioneer of
the syndicated weekly article, which
at the time of hias death, hrought him
an income of $200 a week and ren-
dered him prosperous to a degree that
the humorists of an elder day never
dreamed of.

Bill Nye was the last leader of the
raco of American newspaper humor-
ists and one of the best of them as
well, The school which he represent-
ed 18 fast disappearing from its natlve
soll, but it seems to have taken a firm
root in England under the fostering
care of Jerome K. Jerome and his fol-
lowling.

As for our own humor in its most
modern phases, it s more like that of
Benjammin Franklin, the ecarliest hu.
morist of our nation, than anything
that has been known hero in many

decadés. It 1s satirical rather than
acrobatle, and deals with mental

moods rather than with disasters, Its
most popular commeorclal form is that
of tho syndicated Sunday article, and
its chiof prophets are Mr. Finley P,
punne and Mr. George Ado.

Judging from the most pronounced
trend of the popular tasto of today,
it {s safo to predict that satire In its
highest form will goon find a large and
appreciative audience in this country,
and that the tinve {s ripe for an Amer-
{can Thackeray to satirlze our manneors

i the same material.
the redskins are made 1o live in frame

and vanities. A fact which serves to
deepen the rosy tint on the humorous
horoscopo Is that the worst forms of
British comicality have never laken
root in our 30ll, and that, too, in spito
of persistent efforts to transplant
them,

Machine-made eplgrams of the mere-
tricious school in which Oscar Wilde
choso to sink his remarkable talents,
nover took any real hold on us, al-
though a vast number of the dilettanti

declared them  “immensely  clever”
and affected to prefer them to “conrse
American newspaper jokes. These

eplgrams failed to become genuinely
popular here because they were not
founded upon that gquality of sincerity
which underlies all true wit.—J, L.
Ford, in Collier's Weekly.

GRASS HOUSES OF WICHITAS.

Ingenious Indian Architecture That
Has Become a Lost Art,

The finest. house ever designed by
a redskin is the grass house ol the
Wichitas, a tribe that at present lives
in southern Oklanhoma. They are the
only tribo that ever accomplisherd sue-
cessfully (he erection of o grass strue-
ture, Soon they are to abandon these
huts and take up thelr hbumdram res-
crvation life in two-room trame shacks
which are being Luilt for them by the
povernment, The pgrass house, it is
claimed, is far from being healthful,
but it is certainly comfortable,

There are but about fifty old men of
the tribe alive to-day who understand
the art of building one of these houses
s0 that it will stand. And these refuse
to work, even for generous wages. Thoe
sovernment. has offered these grass
house builders luerntive employment
to construct some houses that may be
preserved as models of an ancient art.
But they refuse, and the grass huts
that used to dot the praivies of the
Wichita reservation are now being
torn down. The Wichitas are deter-
mined that their huts shall not sur-
vive them.

Appearances  are often docelving.
One can look upon a grass house and
imagine it an easy thing to build, But
no so, It is indecd most intricate. The
srass s gathered in the spring, when
it is yet fresh, The sod cutting usual-
ly takes place immediately after a
in, the sod being removed o a
thickness ol about eight inches, Buf-
falo grass sod is the only kind that
will answer the purpose of the build-
er. He begins 1o lay the foundations
as does the stone mason, Jdigging away
ithe carth to a depth of about one foot.
The grass portion of the ehinnks of sod
is Iaid to the oulside, and the houseo is
built to a height o 'rom 12 to 15 fect
in the form ol & pointed dome. There
is no hole in the top for the smoke 1o
pass through, the latter being earrvied

jaway through a pipe on the outside of

the hut, The door is usnally in the
south, and there are no  windows,
Through cach tuft of sod is rmn a wil-
low recd string, and these strings are
bound clear around the struecture, The
grass remaing green and will grow i
there is plenty ot rain. It is not at all
uncpmimmon to sco the sides of these
grass houses turn green as spring ap-
proaches, jusiy as do the pastures near
them. The houses are warm in winter
and cool in summer. They never leak.
Often the Indians have barns made of
ut in these Jdnys

shacks, and the once famous grass
house will soon be but a recollection.
—8scientific American,

Soap in Shaving.

“Saap in shaving,” said a chemist,

“has two uses that many persons are
not aware ol. The first nse is ils
effoct on the beard. 1t does not sofi-

o the beard, as most of us are at first

invlined 1o vhindy it stiffens it and
makes it brittle. You know soap's
offeet on your hadr, how it dries it
ad takes the ail out of (1?2 You can
sec remdily, then, dis effect on the
beard, It makes cach hair stand up,
SUHE and Dritle, so oas to offer o cood

resistaonce o e razor.  or the razor
is aosaw in reality, o tiny saw; aud il

Cowill o ent throngh o thing that is hard

and  sHIW, but

[Hiss OvVoer.

anything =0t it will

The other use ol soap in shaving is
as an antiseptie,  Shaving, as we in
Amervica conduet it, looks like a prot-
ty porilons business. L scems to olfer
to the germs o many  diseases a
chance (o gel their work in., 1, for
instance, have some disease or other
in my blood. My  barber euls me.
Blooa gets on his razor. The blade
i=n't stevilized, and germs from my
veing pass into your system when the
barber culs you. You, then, contract
my disease.

“het, T say, is the evil that shay-
ing scems to canse, but as a matter
of faer It does nothing ol the kind.
It's on account of the soap that the
process Is practieally harmless. The
Iather that shaving soap and hot walter
mako Is an antiseptie solution, quite
as good as solutions used in hospitals
during operations.  His lather kills
the bacillug of typhold and of the va-
rious skin and Dbleod ailments, It
keeps you from contracting disease in
the barber's chair."—Philadelphia
Ttecord.

—— -

Lives Lost Thruogh Risk.

A list made up at random from nows-:
paper accounts and  withont any
thought of completencss of the num-
ber of personsg who have loslt their
lHves through this passion for risk, the
love of hazard, during the last few
moenths makes a total of several hun-
dred,  This Includes some 45 persons
who have lost their lives in molor-
cars, 17 who have “missed” (heir
footing In balloon oxhibitions, 9 who
have been ushered out of existence
by the means ol the bieyele and its
allied contrivances, 2 who have
climbed steeples for the last time, 3
hridge Jumpers, 17 Alpine climbers, b
long distance swimmers, 7 who haveo
been blotted out of existence by varl-
ous other agencles or methods de-
signed ostensibly to promote the joys
of this present life. If {o thig list
wo should add the 300 other mountain
climbers, who, it Is xald, have lost
thelr lives In the Alps during the past
10 years, the total sacrifice of human
life to the rage for risk would indeed
assunme formidablie proportions,

Tho Britlsh South Africa company
has declded to expend $10,000,000 on
rallways in the Dark Continent,

\ \, PRANKS OF FORTUNE, /4!

Some Recent lllustrations
pected Prosperity.

Romance Is the charm of life; the
hope of Qnding it is often the only
ray of sunshino which breaks the gray
cloud of monotony op misery under
which the every-day man and woman
tolls and molls. Fortuno's wheel has
lately played a few Interesting pranks
in the destiny of meve men in Russia
and Ialy which remind one of the
wonders of Aladdin’s lamp. Thus a
poor fellow named Shalyapin, who a
few years ago labvred long and hard
for his daily bread in various Russian
cities, standing on the lowest rung of
the ladder, is now the prince of Rus-
slan singers, and, what 'Is more, a
splendid actor over and above, When-
ever he appears before the footlights
the theatre is crowded to the ceiling
and the manager has to “turn money
away." In Italy a sudden revolution of
the fateful wheel has produced a sim-
flar result, and Sig. Giorgioni, who
was only a fishmonger  some  eight
months ago, is o theatrical stagr of the
very first magnitude to-day. He was
noted until last year for the loud, sil-
very voice with which he was wont
to cry out amd praise his finny wares
in the mwrket-place, drawing @ con-
siderable crowd of buyers away from
his competitors. One day a lover ol

of Unex-

music, chancing to pass  that  way,
heard the volee, and declared  that
thero was money and  music  in o it

Giorgioni therenpon changéd the fish
miarket for a music school, and has
now made his first appearance before
the public of Naples with a trinmph
which breaks all rvecords. The walls
ol the San Carlo theatre quaked with
the thunder of the applause which
prected the ex-fishmonger, and musi-
cal erities are squandering upon his
performance the superlatives of all
the adjectives of praise in their voecab-
ulary. He s credibly asserted to be
the prince oo [alian tenors, and a
likely candidate fur the championship
of the world.

Prizes in life's lottery aroe restricted
to no one profession or calling, They
may be fewer in this career and more
nimerous in that, but they are the
monopoly of none. This universalily
of Ineky chance was curiously exem-
plified  a short  time ago in the
CGorman capital by a lagy whose ocen-
pation—she was correspondent in a
dressmaking establishment—shut her
out I'rom the every-day worlid, and left
her Hutle opportunity of bettering her
position. Dut the psvehological moment
arrived when an importer ont in Mon-
tevido wrote to a Berlin firm saying
tiaal he refused to aceept a large con-
signment ol goods sent. him, and gave
various grounds fov his attitwde, The
Ldy carrespondent. yeplicd to his let-
ter  with  great ingenunity  and  equal
energy, and the correspondence, ear-
ried on for a considerable tihme with
remarkably great emphasis, ended in
(e triumph ol the lady. The gooda
were finally acceopted and paid for. At
present the importer in guestion, who
is travelling on business, paid o visit
to Bervlin, called on the firm, and spoke
of the dispute in which he had been
worsted, The wealthy creole was not
a little astonished to learn that all
tne arguments had been formulated
and the letters written by a young
lady. He asked to see her, tell in love
with her on the spol, proposed, and
was accepted then and there, and thus
his business trip has developed into
a doelighttul wedding tour. The dress-
making firm is now besiegoed with ap-
plications for a post which offers such
attractive possibilities,.—London Daily
Telograph,

Ether-Drinking in Russia.

T hahit of erther deinking is known

to be preovalent in some parts orf Was-

si s of Bast Prassin, amd ail che
ciltorte ol (he authorities to convhal
the ovil have bitherto bheea atmuost |
trtitloss,  An wdea of the extent to

which the habit prevails may e gath-
cread Trom reports given in the Ras-
Sl newspapers ol g recent acevdont
wateh ocenrred at a0 place  eallod
Trossno,  oner is drank by farmers
an o restive oceasions, when it appears
to e consumaed in pailifnls, A darme
er celebrating his son's wedding in the
flness of his pespitality gol in two
piils of ether. During the process of
decanting the cithoy into hottles a
vielent explosion taok place, by wiich
sin enildren were Killed, and one aduit
dangerously, and 14 others more or
less  severely, injured.—DBritish  Meodi-
cal Journal,

Development of Arkansas.

Proof of Arkansas's gradual yvet ra-
pid development is constantly forth-
coming, says The St Louis Republic,
Within a few weeks a large nnmber of
new enterprises  have sprung  up,
among which are a one-hundred-thon-
sand-doliar development company and
a large lumber ecompany at Pine Bluafl';
a large mining concern at Yellvillo,
a $50,000 lumber company at St. Paul,
a $20,000 wagon Iactory at Jonesbor-
ough, a $I00,000 sawmill at ]ul\]:l_]l_": at
IForest City, a lprge gin and milling
company, and at  DBlytheville a big
spoke and handle factory. Arkansas's
exhibition of its wealth, resources,
and Industrial progress at the World's
T*air will be a revelation to the United
States. Yoo

oy

Against Improvements.
Tommy had been a town mouse all
his little Iifte up to the present yvear,
but work had been plentiful with Dad,
who wng discussing with his wife the
desirability of sending Tommy for a

week  into the country. Tommy lis-
tened  thoughtfully, and at length
broko in:

“1 don't want to go.”

“Why not?"

“Cause I've heard they have thrash-
ing machines in the country, and it's
bad enough hero in town, where it's
done by hand.—S8pare Moments,

Bound to Get There.

“Don't you think,” said the gener-
ous-minded man, “that you would feel
more kindly toward your political rival
if you could Imagine yourself in his
place?"”

“My dear sgor,” answered the ener-
getle man, “mere imagnation won'y
do. I'm golng to put myself in hix
place if it can possibly be managed.
1fe has one of the bast places in the
goverment  sgervice. — Washington
Btar. .

WILL BE TAXED,

Dpinion Concernng Bullding and Loaw
Associations,

Bullding and loan associations must
be taxed, That is the advice given tho
Comptrolley ieneral by the Attorney
General's office, the opinion being
written by the assistanl attorney gen-
eral, Mr. Townsend. This I an inno-
vation, at least in some counties, and
the attempt to assess and to collect
taxes may be taken into the courts,
But the attorney general has advisol
that this is required by the law and
the Comptroller General wily act ae.
cordingly.

When the auditor of Richland coun-
ty, Mr. W, H. Gibbes, Jr, was told of
this yesterday, he stated that he hul
already decided to call the attention
of the county board of equalization to
this matter, Mr. Gibbes states that he
kag hud a number of people to ask him
* make a return their

g they must of
dtock in building and loan associntions
and he has told them that the com-
pany as such and not through the in-
dividual stockholders is subject to the
taxation.

But of all the nine “domestic™ huild-
g and loan associations in the city
of Colnmbia, not one has boen on the
taxhooks and not one has made a res
tarn this year, There is another com-
pany with headqguarters in Syracuse,
N. Y., which is said to be subject 1o
the laws of taxation on acconnt of i
business in Columbia,

One of the Columbin companies, the
Domestic, is  exempred  bLeocanse it
started im business after the first of
the year. The other elght are the
Bullding and Investmeat Company of
Columbia, the Richlaml, the Citizens’,
the People's, the Homestead, the 19
delity, the Security, aund the Pruden-
tial, Mr. Gibbes could find no evidenco
of returns having heen modge by these
companies,

Comptroller General Jonee has re-
celved several letters whieh caused
him to get a deelaration from  thoe
office of the Attorney General. The
builng and loan companies  cluim
that their cerodits or mortgages should
not be taxed as the property on which
the mortgages arve given  is  itself
taxed and the law does not permit
“double taxation.” Another contention
is that while the mortgagze might have
been givan for $1,000, and while the
party might have made many payment
and have reduced his actual indebted-
ness to the company yvet  the  mort-
Bage would be taxed as il no payvmoents
had ever been made thercupon, The
opinion of Mr, Townsend applies to in-
surance companics amd other organi-
zatlons not now taxed.

THE COMPLAINTS.

Mr. Walter 1, Hazard, president of
the Home Building and Loan Associn-
tion of Georgetown, under date of Jan.
uary 29th, filed a complaiat that the
company has been paying taxes for
several years under protest, claiming
that it is not liable to taxation, owing
to the peculial nature of its  busi-
ness. MHe contends that the funds ot
the association are loaned to  the
shareholders, sccured by mortgages
on personal and real property which Is
already taxed. The law does not con-
te iate “double taxation”™ which, he
claims, is the effect of taxing the build-
ing and loan company.

Mr, Hazard then eites facts which
tend to show diserimination. The only
other bullding and loan company in
teorgetown is the Furcka, which has
a capltal stock of $1530.000 but is not
assessed for taxation. “And your peti
tioner is rellably informed and  bhe-
lieves that the large number of simi-
lar associations doing husiness in Co-
lumbin and Charleston  also enjoy
immunity I'rom taxation.”

Wherefore the company hogs (o he
relicved of fariher taxntion and ashks
for a rebate of waxes for 1902, This pe-
tition receives tavorable endorsemoent
from Wm. . Dorrill, connty auditor,
and 120 M. Lucas, county treasurer,

Mro H. J, Denn, chairman of  the
hoard of assessors of Spartanbure citv
sehool distriet, wrote to rhe compirol
Ter Tuesday in regard to thls _amoe
aattler, and asiis if buitding and lopn
companies  shoulid  not retura the
value orf all eredits and evidepces of
credit on the first day of the vopr, In
Spartanburg the custom has been o
return gswrplus cash on each sorics on
that date, but no aecount is tak:n of
money loaned on ecollaterals,

WILL 1T WORK A HARDSIHHP?

Maj. John H. Barle of Greonville, at-
torney for the Caroling  Loan  an:!
Trust company, also filed a complaint
with the comptroller, e emphasized
the statements that “we have no fized
capital,” “strictly mutual,” “all loans
on faxed real estate,” “not a bank,"
"o not take deposits,” “make no loans
on endorsed notes,” “generally have
an overdrart,” ete. The complaint con.
cludes:

“If this little company has to pay
the high rate of tax here on the mort-

gages it holds In {rust, it will run them
out of business for we cannot pay both
on real estate and on our assumed
capital stock, which is rvepresented by
sald real estate.”

In reply to the comptroller general,
Mr. Townsend salid that bullding and
loan companics are to be taxed as
other companies and he cited a de-
cisfon of the Illinols supreme court to
show that it would not be double tax-
ation. “Building and Loan Associa
tions should be required to return all
loans secured by mortgages on real
estate for taxation at thelr full value,”

Thrse Fajmies Shot

i [l ? tr -
Greenwood, Special.—~Tobert )
Cheathant,  Robert  Quattlebaum _and

Clebe Penn, three well known whito
farmers of the Phoenix section, were
serlously shrot  from ambush at 2
o'cloek  Thursday morning at some
place below Callison, a postoflice about
ten miles helow here,  Mr. Cheatham
received a charge of buckshot in the
upper part of his body, his bands, arms
and chest recelving the load, Although
at close range his physielan thinks
that the wounds are not necessarily fa-
tal, e will recover unless some com-
plicationg set fs, Mr. Quattlebaum had
his left arm broken and also recelved
some flesh wounds in the upper part of
the body. Mr, Penn’s wound was made
by a charge of bird shot which center-
ed in the calf of tho left.

Although the shooting occurred at 2
o’clock In the morning no news of it
waa received here untll after midday,
then the report was very meagre as to
details and Ig yet as for that. No one
from that section seems to know any-
thing about it. Dr. B. W. Cobb of this
place was summoned, but he has not
yvet returned. The facts as to the
wounds were obtalned from Dr, J, 1,
Ward of Phoenix, who was the flrst
physiclan to reach the wounded men,
It is reported that the shooting was
done Ly negroes and that seven or
elght volleys wore exchanged, Those
who really know ave extremely re.
tielent.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSON COMMENTS
FOR MARCH 29,

Reviow of tho Luessons For tho Firat
Q“ﬂl‘tlﬂ‘ of the Yeur—Ilead 1 Cor. xill,,
1-10—Golden Text, Matt, xxviil, 20—
The Summary,

Tntvaduction..
cover portions

JNESIONATY  jou

The lessons this quarter
[ Paul’s Hl'\-urllll and third
iy Koo iy veat ope
position et him g, 1-:'.'tll-::"lc‘v*:-:'\'lell(‘&‘ Illt‘-
visited, yet e gospel took ‘deep hold
on the heatls of the people, and in many
of the leading cities of the world good
churches  were  extablista. During  his
I ssionary journeys Panl wol only preached
the gespel e all the citics e “',J“.d but
he Tabored with his hands 1y support hint-
self,

Summary . —Tweseon [,
for Chist Plice: Philippi. Panl on his
secoml missionary jourmey visiy Philippi
nocily of Maceedonu, They are t'ullm\.-.-ni
by « fortune teller: Paul was wrieved -
connandeld the spivit to come oul of Lok s
Panl and Silas arvested :
the missionarios  were

—Tovie: Hul¥ering

amob rose upg
besfen .

ries castinto
prison; ab midoight they praved and sing
Pratses; o great eavthguake:  the dogres

were opened and Load - oogsed s 1he Jailer
drew his sword: Manl ciyves hivn: the jailer
sonverted; Paul ol =L cared e,

Ho Topic: Paul’s love and eare tor Lhe
chuveh, The epistle to the ilippiane
wits written by Panl, from Bome, e A, D,
63, el zent by Epapheoditne, 1l shows
h great love tor the =aint=y walls them
his jJov and crown: wiges them Lo stand

fast; to help the wormen who labored with
hiveg Lo alwiys vejoies 1o be moderate: ta
pray and give thank<o desnes that ey
may be kept thronein ©inist: eshorts thn

to think on holy thine=: thanhs them for
the gift sent: tells oi lus contentmoent and
atreneth in Christ,

B Fopie: Pand proving thatl Jesus ia
the Cheist. aul and his COMPELIONS, ©x-
aept Luke, Teave Philipgn and go (o Thes-
vilomon, Paul entered the sviagogue and
the  three  Sabiath v reasoned with

them out of the Seriptures, proving that
dosua wis the Chpist. Some of the Jews
believed and joincd themselves to Panl and
Rilag, but et the Gentiles, “a wreat mnlti-
tude” hecame Chystians, The unbeliev-
g Jews gathered o mob, set the city in
an uproar and acsanited the house of Ja-
son.  Laul and Sl were sent (e Berea hy
night, aud at ance hesan to preach in the
sYDAgOgIe N that ciy,

IV Tomie: The ehiureh exhor ted to holy
living.  The letter (o the Thes<aloniang
wad written by Paul in AL DL 52, They
had misunder=tood 1 nl's tea hing on the
secand eomine of Chict, Iy thig lesson
Pl gives them varions oxhortations and
direetions, Thev are vold 1, nthmonish the
disorderly; to encotrase il support the
weal; to alwavs do soad: to tnnstiantly re-
joiee, pray and give thanks; not 10 quench
the i GIYACSDISe propiesyings:  to

Sk
prove all things; 1o b ald fast e oo, it
abstain from evil; they are called to en-
tire sanctifieation.

'l'u]lin“: The suneviovily of {he trne
Cod over the gads of the heathen, Paul
having left Berea goes to Athens<: ad-
dresses the philosophers on Mars' mn;
commends them vor heing relicious; ealls
attention tooan altar to an unknown Gaod :
tells them o the God of heaven, who
crcated all thines: formerly ignorance pro-
vailed, but now all anen should repent:
speaks of the judament and vesurrection;
sone mocked: a feow believed,

i | )

Jlome:r Paui’s steugeles and  sue-
cesses in Corinth. Tl owas an Corinth
one year amd siv omonths=, from A, D, 52

to 54 e met Aquilv and Priseilla; abade
with themy worl:ed al his (rade saned
in the sviogue: was joined by Silas and
Timothy: vreached Cheist: the Jews blas-
phemed; Paul turned to the CGentiles; had
acreal sparitual contlicts was comiorted
by o viswng Crispus and many  Corin-
thians belioved,

: Topic: The doly of Chiristians with
respeet to weale consciences,  The epistle
1o the Corinthinns was written by Paal,
from Ephesus, in A D570 Varoons pers
plexing questions wose in the Corinthian
church. There was a dilference of opinion
as too whether meal offered to idols should
be eaten. Paul u
to suard the cor

%

= those who are strong
nees of the weak,
11, Topic: The excellencies of love.
Tove is superior to gifls.  Elogquence,
knowludge, gencrosity, =eli-denial — these
all amount to nothing without love, T
is the principal thing, It sulfereth long:
iz kind: envieth not: vannteth nol: is not
pulfed ap; bhebaves properlv: is unselfish;
15 nob provoked; does not think or medi-
tate upon evily rejoiceih not in unright-
eousnessy rejoiceth in the trath: bearveth,

velieveth, hopeth and enduveth all Lhings;
uever (aileth, |

IN. Tonie: Tstabishing the church at
Fphesus, “Avollos arrives al Ephesus: he-
gan o speals boldly, was instineted in the
way ol Gad more nevieetly by Aquile and
Priseilla; departed o Covinths was cam-
mended by the beetheen, Paul b ving
shavted on his ihird missionary jomrney
reache D Fphesus: asked  the diseiples if
thev Tinl veceived the ely Ghaost * they
Tl ot Panl baid his hands apon them's
the Holy Ghost eome on thems they spake
with fongues and prophesicd,

No Topiers The superiovity of the Chyris.
tian velizion.  Poul peeached the pospel
holdly i the synagogue for theee months,
Then the unbelieviveg Jows veviled Chris-
tommity publicly and Panl withdvew from
the synagozae anl preached in the sehool
of Tyranuus, Paul wrought many mira-
cles in Fphesus and namry were S0 sled of
their diseasea.  Certain vamahonds Jews
soucht o dmitate Paul and east ont evil
spivits, and the wman in whom the evil
sivit was Jeaped on them and wonpdied
themw,  Many who practiced ‘fh"ight-of
sond burned theiv hoals,

NI Topie: Quicling a tnmufff. The mis-
slonarvies were agiin (neiggr a mob,’ See. 2
Cor. 1: 810, Dewchting enused a Lumylt;
declaved theie eraff, or bhusiness, was in
danger of being l!n'nught into disreynte Ye-
cause Puul and his companions had been
preaching against Dinna, the goddess of
the Tiphesians,  Panl's companions were
seized and might have been killed had not
the Lown clerk stepped in and quieted the
mob.  Tlis speech was full of tact and abil-
ity and showa a decided leaning toward
the missionaries.

XIT.  'Topic: Salvation through faith,
The epistle to the Ephesians was written
by Taul while under bhonds at Rome, It
was written 1o confirm and strengthen the
believers in the gosnel. Tn {his lesson the
npostle speaks of the fact that they had
heen dead in sins and were by nature the
children of wrath, but through the lova,
merey and grace of God they had been
“auickened” and made Lo sit in henvenly
places with Christ. ‘U'his was not of them.
selves or by works, but through faith,

1
Sudden Death ui Dr, Chicester,

Atlanta, Special. -tev, Dr. W, J.
Chichester, pastor of the IFirst Pros.
byterian chureh of Chicago, died at
the Piedmont Hotel here from blood
poisoning, resulting from  nephritis,
Dy, Chichester, accompanied by his
wife on hig way to Augusty, Ga., wheroe
he intended to spend some time for the
benelit of his health. He was tak
il very suddenly and died at ny
night, Dr. Chichester was 50 yeors
old, Before coming to Chicago he was
pastor of a Presbyterian chureh at
Los Angeles, Cal,

Mysterious Dynamite Explosion,

Bluefield, W. Va., Special.—A large
hox of dynamite exploded al noon to-
day, near the Norfolk & Western sta-
tion, Three laborers were probably fa-
tally injured and a score are more or
less serlously hurt.  Artleles in a
house a half mile away were jarred
and all the property in the immediate
vicinity of the explosion was consid-
erably damaged. Over 500 window
glasses were broken, and Princeton
avenue for half a block ia practically

a wreck. The cause of the oxplosion Is
unknown,

Phe Moroccans refuse to uge modern
weapons, but manage to atiain a very
formidable manslaughter record wita
the primitive devices,
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