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‘overcoming—that 1 lose

~ N BET!

1} THERE

THERE WAS' A BABY BORN.
IN BETHLEHEM

Thar chis and that's 1 doubt . and, for the 1est,
That fearned men who surely should know best
Explain how myths crept in, and folloners' tales
confused the truth’
_ 1 know but any way
A There was a baby born in Bethlehem '
Who 'lived and grew and loved and healed
3 and taught .
And died . but not to me:
When Christmas comes | see him sull anse,
The gentle, the compassionate, the wise,
.Wiping Earth’s tears away, sulling her strife
. A
Calling, ** My path 1s peace  my

way s hfe!”

was a baby born i Bethivhem %
I know they say . ‘
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CHILDREN’'S PARTIES
Qs 8 Ot 0. O 0. W)

BY ANNA WENTWORTH SEARS.

ol B! yea! It was casy then
4 to rromise Martha any-
Jthiug. Who, Indeed, can
refuse to grant Murtha
&8 what she Chooses to ask
wihen sue lifts lier eyes in that be-
seceching way® [ am utterly Incapn-
ble of uslog any judgwment or fore-
sight, for | num 80 entirely overcome
with rapture at the thought of pos-
sessing ber when she is In a begulilog
mooil—whenn ber curls make particu-
larly adorable little ringlets on her
forehead. and her dimples, her cyes,
everything about her is so generally
reason  ad
¥ield, ignominiousty, completely.

There was Bobby, too, bringing up
a rear guard of persuasion, so there
was no hope for me from the first.
My son and daughter Leld the field.

“Aud we will have all the cousins
on hoth sides,” Martha dictated,

“And all our friends, of course,” wis
Bohby's finnlity,

“Pleage leave me some room in the
houxe for a few fathers and mothers,”
1 pleanded, beglining to venlize what 1
had undertaken when 1 had sald yes
to their démand for a holiday house
party of ehildren. But who Is a moth-
er to a Bobby and Martha who wounld
not take all the.tronble that the is-
tress of ceremonies has to take in plan
and execution for such an entertnin-
ment? What I8 better worth while
than their gratitude and apprecia-
tlon?

We hegan our preparations early In
December, just after we bad received
the nceeptances of the children who
were to be with us for the holidays,
including Chrdstmas nnd New Yeuar's
days, Lucklly our house is roomy nnd
we have all outdoors for a playgrouud.
A house party presupposes . country
home. and the wmore country the more
fun. especially for children.

“We must have a place for our very
owin, where we can make all the muss
and nolse we want,” my tyrants exact-
ed, xo we turned one of the big veran-
dax into & play roow, inclosing it with
ginss at wmall  expense,  The sun
poured in all day, but gome stoves were
there for additional hent,  We put'mnl-
ting rogs on the floor, hiung hammocks
and swinging seats in the corners, nnd
had all the means possible for ludoor
fun—-a plog-pong table.  sarlor  cro-
quet, darts, n bookense of seleeted vol-
umes, lhobby horses, blocks, and all
that we could find (o make probably
stormy days endurable.  In this room
every morning at- 11 o'cloek milk and
biscuits were served all nround, and
every afternoon wenk cocon nnd cook-
les. The “between menls” were vot-
ed better thgn the regular functions,
and they made a break in the duy's
routine,

Rut, In pasring, let me say, lest any
one condemn me nt the start as a
person of smal, understanding. thnt
never, nt any time, rain or shine, were
the “party” left long enough to their
own devices to have unrestrieted piny
develop Into bolsterousness, and bols-
terousness end Io ten rs, us hinppens too
often when there Is no tactful guard-

|

inn aplrit hovering over o number of !

childrem to suggest ot just (he right
moment a new channel of
aml thought,

It wam urged opon me to “think of
thing« to do for every mothent” of the
party'= stay, and I considered It wis-
dom te adopt the suggestion. With a
gathering of o dozen or more persons
under fifleen years of age for mallty

diversion |

bolds no place, and quiet corners and
fucllities for uninterrupted converse
nre not to be thought of. Active busi-
ness only makes the hours fiy huppily
with no dragging minutes,

“But how can we do thiugs togeth-
er with 80 many ages® was Martha's
first Inkling that there might be a
rift In her lute of joyful anticipation.

Bobby was not comforting. *“And
there must be just as many boy things
to do as girl things.” be lusisted, vig-
orously. | surmised a “scrap” In pros-
pect, and hastened to glve vent to

wWhile weo roasted apples, corn,
and were served to a gala spread fron:
tea baskets and hampers brought from
bome, we told storier and had a de-
lightful “winter picale.”

But perbaps the best of all the ont-
Qdoor festivities was the outdoor Christ-
mas {irce, because of Its novelty.
Thanks to the kindly sun, which shoue
gayly on Clristmas day, we-were able
to carry out this, our cherished sur-
prise. If any one missed the tradl-
tional features of an ordinary Christ-
mas tree, he cr she did not reveal It.
and no regrets were expressed. Against
n big growing fi* a ladder was firmily
braced. The ladder and tree were gay-
Iy attired in appropriate dress of holly
and red trimmings. the rung of the
ladder and the sider belng wound
with wreaths of green, and to every
rung were fustened bundles big and lit-
tle, while the tree was laden with
hoxes of eandy. strings of popcorn,
tinsel, aud packages. On to the low

rungs of the Indder mountedd th> small
ones to find their presents, the older
children climbed higher to get thelr
| rightrul belongings, and atter the lad-
der was all denuded of its gpolls the
trees was stripped.—Harper's Bazar.

THE ARRIVAL OF THE CHRISTMAS
_ DINNER.

The Diplomut.
1 kiseed miy bonny love on Christmas night.
“*Nothing unusual,” you say?
“Thc mistletoc belps muny & bashful

wight?”’
And ‘!fle who will not when he may?”

Ah, but-this kiss the Christmas-tide im-
pearls— )
The memory my very being jars;
For 'neath li-li mistletoe | 'i?md the other

irls,
\\-'hi‘m her 1 Lissed outside beneath the
tars.
i —Mudeline Orvis.

Cbristmas_ Morning

some of the schemes that 1 had brood-
ed over In the small hours of the night,
IT the Ideas put In practice were not
all entirely originnl, they were so sue-
cegsful that I must urge them upon
prospective givers of children’'s house
pavtieg, even nt the risk of being con-
sldered uninventive. With smwall folk
it Is better not to attempt noveltles
thut have not been more or less put to
the test,

L abram

The outdoor games come first in 1m-
portanee. 1 think that the one votml
the most fun was the hitehing party.
Fnto n big sloigh made warm amd com-
fortable with bufMalo robes sod  hot
water baus aml hot bricks we tucked
the “tweenty-weenties”  with  trusty
John fo drive nna engineer everything
=1he steady horses< nmd the romte ocer
unfreguented rogils il nronud
corners, e anderatood  jost
when (o slow ap aml when (o guleken
the pace,  Attached to the slelgh was
first n big sled, after that one smaller,
and xo on the long tall of sledx hold-
Ing three and four occupnnts, xome two
girls and boys, every one (nking turns
at being on the coveted Inst sled of
all, so likely to upset nt the corners
and gpill the ocenpnnts loto a snow
drift,

It wos most exciting 1o have (o hold
on for dear life and be whirled over
the land, and, when yon fell off, hav-
Ing to get on again and never knowing
Just where you were golng; no wondoer
It was thought n eplendld afternoon's
amugement!

Next In popularity was the paper
bhunt. The modns operandl was for n
pergson with a good Instinet for the re.
quirements of the situation to go
nhend, seattering In his wake bita of
paper. The “pnek” of children fol-
lowed, running this way and that In
search for the trall, more often ofr
than on the right path, but ealled back
to It before geiting too far away by
horn and voice. The one who arrived
first nt the goal at this particular race
recclved as reward a veritable “brush,”

J

HOLIDAY COOKERY.

Two cups of ralzed bread dough, one
teaspoonful each of einnnmon, nut-
meg and salt, one-inlf enp of butter,
one cup of sugar, one cut of milk,

—

one cup of raiging, three cugs, gix cups
of flour.  Let raise; pour into one large

ad one small ‘. When done, ar-
range a8 dilostrated.  Rougbly Ice.
Clrele with holly.—Deliventor.

A Sunny Christimus,

To give rome one o little giit,
All wrapped avound with Cheistmas love,
This trosty Christmas sciason,
Tied with a string of smiles ahove,
With lots of wishes, gooid el gay,
In every vorner tucked away,
Wil bring you just the sunniest day -
I wonler what's the renson!
~Seleeted,

King's Baron of lieef,

The royul baron of beef, which al-
ways appears cold on King Edward's
sidehoard Christmas Day, at Oshorae,
is Invariable cut from one of the bul-
locks bonglit at the King's annual snle
of fat stock, early In December, I'his
year there will be 450 sheep, 100 swine
ad thivty bullocks to be sold.—(Chij-
cago Chronlele,

)

~The

New York CIIJ'.—& surplice walst
makes a netable feature of the latest
styles and is always graceful and be-
coming. This one is exceptionally at-

SHIRRED SURPLICE WAISTS,
tractive and inciudes also the new *leg
o' mutton” slecves. As il'ustrated the
trimmed with applique and combined
material is willow grecu cashmere,
with a chemisette and frills of cream
Ince, the cashmere belng one of the
most fashionable materials of the sea-
son, but many other mauterials are
equally desirable. Chemisettex of lace
are always charming, chiffon lined, but
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color is not generally understood. and
it Is best not to attempt anything too
startiing. A touch of color, such as
blue, green, red or white, against any
dark material often lightens a gown
amazingly and makes it more becom-
ing, but there are very few people who
can wear unusual colors, and there are
very few dressmakers or tallors who
know just what one of the many new
shades of - color is nppropriate with
the heavy material of which the gown
Is composel. However, among the
more expensive models for winter
gowns this fasxhion of striking con-
trasts in trimming will be very notice-
able, and Is n gafe one to copy advised-
1y dnd soberly.
New Fashionable Colors.
The newest tints are geranium pink
Nepolitun violet, which look so pretty
trimmed with Ilnece, and, in addition,
there are some rose pinks, pale tur-
quoise blue, while a fresh sbhade of
mauve will be =pecially appreciated
by blonde beautles,_and a silver-gray
iz sultable for slight mourning. The
fashionable brown, now called mor-
dore, I8 nlso represented, and there are
two goml shades of royal blue and a
rich poppy red. The white silks are
sultable for children’s frocks, as they
are rather more substantial than Jap-
anese washing silks, though just as
easy to tuck and quite 28 soft, and any
of the pale tints will make smart and
serviceable slips for all oceaslons,

. Grecian Wedding Hobe.

At a recent notable xociety marriage
In London the bride’s classic heauty
wag gecentuated by her wedding dress

A Late Design by May Manton.

these in lingerle style are exquisitely
dalnty and much in vogue,

The waist consists of the fitted foun-
dation that Is elosed at the centre
front, full back and frants with the
sleeves nand chemlisette.  The sleeves
are extremely full above the elbows
and, together with the walst, are
shirred to give the broad shoulder line.
chemisette 18 separate and  ar-
ranged under the walst, elosed Invisl-
bly at the buck. At the waist Is worn
1 wide belt of messaline satin held by
n buckle of dull gold,

The quantity of material required
for the medium size Is four and three-
quarter yards twenty-one inches wide,
four and one-quarter yards twenty-
seven Inches wide, or two amd one-
quarter yards of applique to trhin o0s
Nustrated.

The He » Ginwn,

The =martest house gowns must he
on loose-fitting, graceful lHnes, and even
a hint of crinoline is not evident, un-
less in the widih avound the skirt and
the multitude of pleated and gatheded
flounces in Inee or chiffen that sre re-
sinigite to the finish of the skirt. 1t
must be understomd that these louners
and railles are never on the skirt, bhut
uniler the gown Itself, or else on the
underskirt, always <o arcangeil ns to
hold ont the skirt, hut not as part of
the trimming,  The sinartest tea gowns
are, g has been the fashion for some
yYears, most costly amd elaborate In
material and trimming, but there are
severnl new styles, says Harper's Ba-
zar, that ean be earvicad out for much
less money in the flowered sllks and
nets this winter, and that are vory of-
fective, They are ail on the pleturesque
ovder amd have a Wattenn pleat at (he
ek, elose-fitting  elhow  sleoves  (in-
ished with wide embroidered linen or
Ince ruflles, and the skirt opening m
front over an embroidered petticoat.
and one style ig draped at the hips in a
wny that suggests the pannder effoct
again,

Tlilirll'-.““l"" owne,

Faney walsteonts, lapeis, collirs and
ouffs are to he very prominent In the
fasfion scheme for street  costunies,
This fashion furnished an opporfunity
for individunl taste: bhut I8 rather a
dangerous thing for people to go Into
rashly. The quest'on of contrasts of

which conslsted of a Grecian robe,
hemmed  with rare cmbroidery, the
walst encireled with a Jeweied girdle
looscly kuotted in front. The hrides
malds represented early Vietorian ple
tures, and over thelr quaint white satie
frocks they wore blue velvet pelerines
amd thelr big velvet hats were tied on
with  lnee  striegs  reaching
grouml,

o

Feven Gored Walking Skirt,

Full walking skirts have become (he
aeceptedd ones  of  the  fashlonnble
world, and thelr vavintions are nlmosi
without number. This one Is excop
tionanlly attractive and combines box
pleats with tucks, hoth being stitelied
flat well over the hips (o aveld bulk
at that point.  In the ease of the model
the materinl is copper eolored broag.
cloth stitched with corticelll &ilk, but
all sniting and skirt  materials  are
caually approprinte, and, when liked
a tritnming of braid or stitehed hands
can e adidedd,

The skirt Is cut in goven gores ano
is Inid in a box pleat ot the  contee
front, with suceeoding ones at each
st whieh ave pressed flat for their
entive dength, bt stitehed 1o yole
depih only, and in gronps of tucks he
tween, the fullness at the ek being
Laidd in an inverted pleat.

The quantity of muaterinl required

BEVEN GORED WALKING SKIRT,

for the medium size ig ten ,.\'ur(lu twon-
ty-#even incheg, nine yards forty-four,

or five yards fifty-two Inches wide.

the
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of THE DAY
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A ‘Aragedy.
There lived in the city of Worcester,
A man who could erow like a roovesty IR
Jut, ns he grew old
He often caught cold.
And then coulda’t crow us e ureester,
—Pick-Me-Up,

Misunderstoad.
“Is he a union man?”
“XNo; be's a bachelor.- Xew Yoric Tler-
ald.

P Ll

. Tlab Gosslp.
George—"Do yon repeat
hear:”
Grace—"0h, no.
implicd.”"—Puck. -
Eoth Gifte.

“I"oetry is something that
t cannot be acquired.
it is o gire.”

“®o s the disposing f Li—as T have
Tound.” —Ally Sloper.

all 3‘un‘

1 tell ouly what's

-

iz horn.
The minking of

LReasons Plenty as Rlackberries,

“There are at least 10080 reasons why
I should marry her.”

“Well, what are they ™™

“First. beeause 1T want fo, amd she
herself in-the otiter 9L —Town Topw
fes, ’

Obeying Ordera.

“The doctors have ordered Bilkins la
be quiet, and under no cirenmstanecy
to use his brain.”

“But how does ine pass the times™”

“1 believe be is writing o novel.”—

Lile.
s R
. His Inference.
Tom—*My grandfather must have

been a very thin man.”

Dick—*"What makes yon think 8Q*"

Tom—*"Because he's always referred
to as the skeleton In the family closet.”
—Dectroit Free Press. .l

= Crushed. -

,He (after the show)—*“l gucss the
curtain must have fallen o havd on
the first act.”

She—"Why, what do you mean?"*

He—*"That might nccount for
play bLeing so flat.”"—Chleagoe News,

the

S Two Kinds.

“I heard a story to the eJoect that
Biffius is going to put up a buildirg,
Is there any foundation for it*"

“Thers may be a foundation for {iwe
story, but so far there's none for the
bullding.”—Clevelnmnd Plain Dealer.

Started Trouble,

“Breathing eonl dust,” assertod smart

Johnny Noofudd, “is a sure proventive
of consumption and lang disenses,”

“Is that s0*" sald his father. “*Well,,

now, Johnny, you can just ‘ten to the

furnace this winter.”—DI'iishurg Post

A Gronndless Clnim.,

“She elalms she's a fine singer.

yYou think she ouzbt to sve w

X

=Cleveland 1 dn

1o
vl
" . xl'.“

“Who, thent™

“A elnim adjusier,”

L]

—_—— . "!ﬁ
A Long Dog.

“Iarden me, but did you ser @
dachshund nesr here?™

“Yes.” e

“Where was he®”

“Partly on Euclld avenue amd pavily
on  Erle street.”—Cleveland  Plain

dealer,
e kgl

Hard Luck.

Mrs. Hystyle-—-Poor Perey had a sad
expericnee on his last trip to Phila-
delphla.™

Mr. Hyslyle—"Acecident 2

Mrs, Hystyle—"Yex, he lost the Lou-
don amd Paris labels off his grip, =—

foston Globe,

Shrewd,
Rooster—"Don't yon know you're sil-
ling on a litter of glass pwEs?"
Ien--"Sh!  Don't mention i!  As
long as the hired man takes me for a
fool he'll Lring me my meals, and 1
won't have io grub for a lving.”"—De-
froit I'ree I'ress.

=
on T,

At the Night Schaool,

“Is there anything on the other side
of space? nsked the instructor, to
puzzle bis puplls.

“Yes, sir,”  answered  the shaggy
hatredd boy, who had begun to learn
the printer’s trade.  “The lower case
‘0’ box.,"—Chieago Tribune,

Unappreciutive,

“Your youngest daunghter is having
her voice cultivated

“Well,”  answeredd  Mr.  Camrox,
“that's the way mother and the girls
oxpress it But between you and me,
I hired the professor in the hope of
getting it cured.”—Washinglon Star.

Luck.

Ll ~“Weddings should n*'w s he on
clear days."

May—"0h, T don" Lkuow. I hope
there will be showers on my wedding
dny."”

Ida—"You do*"

May—"Yvs, showers of
cago News.

rice,”"—Chi-

How Mamle Changed,

Panks - Yo say  your daughioep
Mamie has changed wondesfully, 1In
what way ™"

Janks-*When  she  was little she
wouldn't into the parvlor for fear
there was a man there, amd now she
won't go In the parlor unless there s
one there”"—Chicago Journal,

{1

Hard Prossed For Funds,
“Oh, Nenvy,"” exclnbhned his wife, ns
she threw her arms rapturonusdy abont
Iis neck, 1 do Jove you sa!  Don't

town this morning, will you, dear?"
Aol thi=" matiersd Henry, softly
disengaging himself feom her fond cin-

brace, “this b5 what you micht eall
being hard pressed for money,"” —ChLi-
cugo Journael,

IMer Fix-son.

Mrs, Wabash-—There gors Mee, Mar-
rimore with  her  stepeon. What n
homely oy he jei™

Mr«, e Vorse-"Yes, amd yvet I ve-
member sgeveral years ago 1 thousht

him quite pretiy.’
Mres, Walmsh—"Ah! Imt you were his
maother at that time, were you nat "
Mrs=, De Vorse—"Why, yes, 1 brileve
I wou'—=Philadelphla Press,
!

The Tibstan postage stamp Is meres

| Iy 2 native characies fpressed in red

sealing wax.

Baiubridge "hoastx of the heaviest
ten year old girl in Pennsylvania, She
is Helen Stoner;.weight, 220,

Johns Hopkins has ome professor to
every four students, Yale one to every
nine, and Columbin, Harvard and
I'ennsylvania one to every ten,

The Kaiscr is about five feet ten
Inches in heigh, but he likes to sur-
round himself with giants, and by com-
parison looks shorter than he is.

We learn that there ars over two
thou=and miles of  streets, covering
nearly ten thousand acres, in London.
aud that along these streets are 113
miles of traways. There are eighty-
goven  miles of main  intereepting
sewoers, to say nothing of the sewers
umier the control of the borough coun-
eils,  These earey  the drainage  of
houses iniahited by over five millious
ol peaple,

The sk worm girdies the earth be-
fween the fifticih parallel of norih
latitide and thi* Tropie of Cancoer, be-
ing found further south only in Sinm
ad Cochin China.  In other words, it
lives witerever the mulberry and other
teees an which it feeds are found in
perfection. 1t belongzs distinetively to
the Northoern Hemisphere, but may yet
he intvodueed into parts of the South-
ern Hlemisphere that ave favorable for
the mulberry.

The dog ix the most widely dis-
tributed of the domestic animals. Ile
lives in the lowly hut of the African
savage amd is the companmion of the
Greenland Esquimaux, the most north-
ern inhabitants of the world. He s,
in fact, the inseparable companion of
man aml is found wherever the human
race’ exists, His habitat is thus ex-
tended  further north and  further
south than that of any other domestle
aniwal,

THE HEN 300 YEARS ACO.

Advice Written In the Seventednth Cen
tury Good Now. 3

Thee hen was the same sorl of n
bird 200 yeavs< ago as now. A writer
in the ecariy part of the soveuteenth
centary.  speaking of selting  hens,
Aave this advice, which suits just as
well at this time:

“The bhest time to set hens, to luve
oo best, larzest amd  most Rindly
ciierens, ig in Febeozey, in the ine-
crvise o the moone, sc that she may
hateh or disclose her ehickens in the
increase of the next moone: you may
sel heas from Maveh il October, amld
have good chickens, hut not after by
any meaps, for the winier is a great
enemy Lo thelr breeding,

“A hen doth sit (wenty-one days
Just. amel then hateheth, but peahens,
turkles, geese, ducks and other water
foule sit thirty; =o that it youn set your
ien, as you may dor upon any of their
rau<, You must set her apon them nine

daies before you sct her upon her
v e, i
“A hen wiil cover nineleen  eggs

well, and that is the most in true rule
she should cover, but upon what nnme-
ber soever you set her. let it be odde,
for so the eggs will lie round, close,
and in even proportion together.

“It Is ool when you lay your eggs
first under your heng, (o marke the
upper side of them, and {l:en to wateh
the hen, to see if &he busie her selfe
to wurn them from one side to the oth-
er, which it you find =he doth not,
then wihen she riseth from her eggs,
o fead or bathe herselfe, you must
supply that office, and turae every ege
yourselfe, and exteemn your hen of so
mueh the lesse reckoning for the nse
of breeding; be sure that the eggs
wlhich you iay under her bhe new aml
sound, which yon may know by their
heavinesse, fulnesse, aml eleerencss,
it you hold them up betwixt the sun
mul your eyesizht; youn musgt by ne
moeans at any time ralse yomr hen from
her nest, for that will make her utters
ly forsnke it.,"—Indinna Farmer.

Tosting Calbiles by Hoenigen lays,

A novel application of the Rocatgen
tays o the testing of submarine cables
has recently been made in Burope, and
hag been found uselfnl in determining
defects and imperfections which might
ranse a breakdown of the eable and
involve considerable expense for re-
pairs,  The apparatus consists of a
Roentgen-ray tube, above which Is a
fluoreseont sercen, while the eable to
be tested is passed throngh zuliles just
below, so that a shadow is cast on the
gereen,  The eable 1s allowed to ran
throueh the testing npparvatus, and the
oherrver lonke for aay indieation of
foult in the shadeow, IForeisn suhe-
slinnees, air bubhiles, or had Joints in
the rubber or gutbn perelin insulntion
nee readily deteciod, aonl way be reme-
el at the works,  Linperieciions of
thig Kimd can vemain vnnoticed by
other tests, nmd a ealle with sueh jme
pocfections wny e lald on the sen
hottom at wreat esponse amnd operated
for n number of years before It will
fall—avper's Weekly,

An Astonl=him: Veat,

The knowledge possecsol by Mra,
Leonarvd, ehampion aovey-connter of
the Treasury, of the dowlls of the va-
rioits notes that have Leoa issued by
the Government davive the fast hinlf-

coniney s 2o absolutely aecoarate that *

cotlnters
nion,  Not
nocertain
e hands

nll meney guspected of b
feit bs suianitied for Lo ap
long avo shoe deebar b aan
note which passed (heoae

wis enindord Ol i her des
paritient ot i, Bven
these o0 (he e of e departinent
Themeht i was we o il #hie wonlil
not rey b jatataent,

The nete wis £t oty Rureay of
Peinvingg amd Fozravr =, ol (he exe
pects there sabd Howa< onnine, SN
whiee el b Lier evindon, The nole was

Inded sisblogaind Tnier o s siption of it
was diseoversl anos = i l'l'l'lll'll.‘" 0[
counterfeits in ano bor departwcnt =
Evervholy's Mogazine,

“




