L
e OW she ever came to joln
i the soclety was as great a
¥ mystery to herself as to her
§ friends. Of course, a lov-
g ers’ quarrel was at the bot-
tom of it all. But even
then, for a young and attractive girl
of twenty-three to join the Spinsters’
Bociety, and adopt the vows of eternal
celibacy like the rest of Its members,
whose ages gave them some excuse for
80 doing, was an admlittedly extraor-
dinary proceeding.

When B8ibyl Cathcart found herself
fully installed into the sisterhood of the
Spinsters’ Soclety, she began to rum-
Inate as to whether, after all, she had
acted wisely. True, he had been seen
leaving the theatre with another wom.
an, and what made matters worse was
the fact that the other womap was
young and pretty. Rumor had it, too,
that he had been seen to publicly kiss
the other woman at the rallway sta-
tion. 8o Bibyl, with the usual im-
petuosity of Ler sex, sat down immedi.
ately and penned a short and formal
note giving him the conge. He de-
manded an explanation, first in person
and then by letter. She refused to
see him when he called, and upon re-
celving his letter, tore it up and then
eried over the fragments.

But once she had set her hand to the
plow she did not Intend to go back. All
the other members, to the number of
seventeen, were at least a quarter of
a century older than herself, despite
thelr allegations to the contrary, and
their business aptitudes were not bril-
liant. The pretentious bullding In
which many of the members dwelt,
and which was recognized as_the so-
clety’s headquarters, required judiclous
management, in view of the small
amount of money forthcoming for the
purpose. One day Sibyl found herself
in the presence of her chieftainess.

“My dear,” began Miss Tabbs, as she
surveyed the girl from over her specta-
cles, “do you think you could become
one of us altogetlier? I mean, could
you come and live ou the premises, for
Instance "’

“f—I think 80,” Sibyl replied doubt-
fully, well aware that her friends
would think her more eccentrle than
ever.

“Now that Is nice of you! Well, the
fact of the matter Is that Miss Frank-
Un has come to the conclusion that the
position of secretary to the soclety en-
talls more work than she can under-
take, and if you will, we want you to
take her place. You are yYoung and en-
ergetic, and with all due deference to
Miss Fraoklin, I might say that you
would be able to manage the soclety's
small income more beneficially to our-
selves. You must know, my dear, that
the greed for money of theopposite sex
‘s horrible, and unfortunate creaturcs
ike ourselves are therefore robbed of
what justly belongs to us., You will,
of course, have your board and lodg-
tngs for nothing and & grant of £8 per
tonum. Will you accept the post?”’

“Certainly. With pleasure.”

“That 1s good of you. But miund, you
must do your utmost to thwart the
machinationsof theopy osite sex. Never
patronize n tradeswan, or any buelness
conducted by a mAn, and If yon ever
And that eithsr of the servauts has a
follower, sack Ber, my denr, sack Ler
immediately !

At this point a gray-haired lady. any-
thing but prepossessing in appearance,
entered the room, and was greeted by
Miss Tabbgs.

“Ah! here you are, Miss Frauklin.
Miss Catheart has promised to net ns
secretary from this day forward, and I
have just been giving ber a few wrin-
kles."”

“Thank you so mmuch, denrle.” re-
spouded the ex-secretary kindly, “But
do you know what hns happened? The
landlord has come himself for the rent.
What are we to do? We have no
money, and the rent Is months over-
due."” .

“How fearful to e In the hands of
such a money-grabbing brute!” Inter-
posed Miss Tabbs,

"M were always brutes!” wvolun-
teered Miss Franklin,

Bibyl thought the same and remained
ellent,

“But where I8 he now %" asked Miss
Tobhs,

"Oh, he's on the doorstep, 1 spoke to
bhim through the letter box, I could
not have the house poliuted with his
pregence lnside. It's bad enougin for
the nelghbors, knowing our principles
a8 they do, to see him here at ail, He
says he must have the rent at onve, or
a bailif will be put in. Think of it!
A male balliff here—here!"

Miss Franklin was perllously near
fainting, and Ler tears were running
fast.

“Shall T go and try and reason with
him?" asked Bibyl, by way of putting
an end to a painful scene,

“Oh, 1t you would be 80 kind: but be
sure and treat him ilke an aniinad, or
At least ns an inferlor, becauss he's a
man, you know,"”

81by1 ran down stalrs and threw open
the door. 8he had Intended asking bis
business In a clvll but firm manner,
Instead she drew back with a start.

“Blby1!"

“Jack—Mr. Allingham!”

“I heard of your escapade, and that
Is why [ came In person, though I
did not expect the pleasure of meeting
yon."

He held out his hand, and she turned
away contemptuously.

“You are spying tpon me,"” she cried,
her anger rising. “How dare v agme
berg UWpe this?" :

“You forget the bouse is my own.”

“Oh—er—so it is. You—want the
rent? I am afraid we cannot pay you
Just yet. If you will give us time, a
few days, or—"

“In a few days, nay, in a few hours
the balliffs will be in .unless the rent
Is pald at once,” he replied, firmly.

“But, Ja—Mr. Alllngham, you would
not be so cruel?”

“Cruel? Were yop mnever cruel?
What was my fault, and how much
mercy did you show me? Now It is
my turn, and no mercy will I give.
Can your companions or whatever
they call themselves pay me now?"

“No, they cannot.”

“Very well. Goo!d morning.”

He turned away and she slammed
the door.

“What did he say?’ asked Miss
Tabbs, anxiously, when she entered
the room.

“He I8 every Inci a man!" replled
Slibyl, significantly,

II.

Before two morc days had passed
the Spinsters' Sociely were acquaited
with the worst. The members were
not afrald of the opposite sex, antago-
nistic though they wight be, but they
had to acknowledge a terror of the
law. When one morning the house-
mald answered a lrock at the door,
the landlord promptly pushed himself
into the ball., He was accompnnied
by a man, whko heid®*in one hand a
brown paper parcel and an offeclul
docuwent in the otlier.

“Good morning, MMiss Catheart,” he
sald, as she came out to meet Liw.
“You expected me, of course:"

“I don't underst:nd you.”

“Really? There is nothing much to
understand. I am, in fact, my own
balliff, and only immedlate payment of
the rent wil} prevent my being quar-
tered upon you. Tuls gentl man here
will prove the truti, of my assertions,
as he represents tlie law, Just run
over this paper, plene,”

“You brute™ she cjuculated,

“Sorry to Inconvonlence you—very.
A debt's a debt, you know. But 1
don’t think you'll find me a very trou-
blesome tenant, 1 shall come at 9 fn
the morning and leave at 6 In the even-
Ing, until the moniy is pald. That
parcel, Jenkins, plcase.” he added to
the man, and discharged him.

The girl hid her face in her hands
and burst Into tears,

“I always knew you were a coward!
she sobbed. “And now you've proved
it.” .

“I hope not. If I comue as my own
baillif you should congratuinte your-
self upon havingz escaped so lightly,
for a commoner man might have made
his presence imtolerzble, And besldes,
[ have brougiit my own food, which no
ordinary balllft would have done.”

The bursting of this bLomb in the
headquarters of the Spinsters’ Soclety
did not tend to dra-y the members to-
ward the male sex, and Immedinte
steps were tnken to realize the money,
a mntter of some dithewlty.

“It's nothing short of a seandal,”
piped Miss Tabbs, Lstween fits of hys.
terical weeping, wiien the news was
conveyed to her. “It will be the talk
of the neightorlboo. If it had been
N commonér man it would have bLeen
different, but him! And to bhave to
cook his mutton chops—ugh'™

“And he stands In the doorway for
ten minutes wiping his boots &0 that
the nelghbors shall see him enter!”
gasped Miss Franklin, to the groans of
the other members,

But the calamity foll more sevorely
upon the head of ¥:iyl, thofigh no one
dared to imagine that she had onece
nearly become the wife of the ob.
noxlous indlvidual. Her one thought
now, as she sat in the lttle study set
apart for her own ise, was how to get
rid of him. Qiving open battle only
ended in signal defeat, therefore, why
not try strategy? Iie had always been
swayed by her Influence, so, perhaps,
might be still amenable to perinasion,
And she conld coutinue to hate him
all the same. The experiment, at any
rate, was worth trying.

8he rose to put her plans into exe-
cution, when the two domestics entered
without knocking. They were dressed
In their outdoor things nud appeared
anything but pleasautly disposed to-
ward her,

“We're goin’, miss."
shortly.

“Going? Where "

“'Ome: anywheres out of this ‘ore
‘onse. We bialn't tgoln' to run all over
the place for a man like that, an’
knowin' there's no wages for us, You
be all as poor as church mice, an’ the
funniest set 0. fomales ns we've a-secn,
barein® yourself, miss. Our chaps Is
waltin® for us out-ide, 80 wiv our bost
respecis to you, neise, we'll git ont."

UAre my clops voady 7 came a volee
from the dining rosn.

“tArk at ‘im, said the ecook. Then
putting her head outside the door she
shouted: “Yes, your cliops he rendy
an’ waitin’, an’ gettin’ cold, an' may
g0 bad afore we brings ‘em to you, yon
grent lanky bounder!"

“Sllence!” commanided fibyl, “You
mAy go at once, and you: wages will
be sent to you. We do not Keep money
in the house.'

"80 that bloke seems to think. Well,
good-day to you, miss. An' mind you
don’t fall in love with that bewltehin'
young man."

With this parting shaft the servants
withdrew, and Sibyl, ha viug seen them
off the premises, eutered ‘he dining
room,

“Good morning,
pleasantly.

said the cook,

Jack,” she sald

“A renton? What reason?™

“Don’t stard there and pretend you

don't know,” she retorted. “You never
went to the theatre with another
woman, I suppose, and you neves
kigsed her at the rallroad station. did
you! And a pretty woman, too—a
preity woman, I repeat, and I am not
pretty.”
- “But, pardon me, you are Yery pretty,
especially when you're angry. Yeos,
I have been to the theatre with another
woman, and kissed her at the rallway
station—my sister-In-law!"

“What do you mean?®”

“George's wife. Yau've heard me
speak of my brother George, who's in
Australla. He was home some months
age with his young bride. We all
three went to the theatre, and—oh! J
see It, now. You—ha! ha'—thought it
was some ohe else!” .

He dropped iuto a chair in a fit of
laughing. "You thought I was flirting
with avoiher woman? he sald, at
length. .

“Of course. Any ome would have
thought #0,” she replled, crestfallen at
the absurdity of her biunder.

“But, you silly thing, why didn’t you
find out before you became 8o unr.as
onable? And are you stlll cross with
me?"

“No—not very.”

“Then atone for It qll by leaving
these stupld companions of yours, and
prove that you do not agree with their
views by marrying me—me, the bail
il

He bent down and kisz>d her as she
did not reply. .

“Miss Catheart!” eame a shrill volce

“Here comes the old hens,” he sald
“No, you shan't get away, so don't
etruggle.”

Miss Tabbs peered through the open
door and dropped Into one of the hall
chairs preparatory to fainting. Iler
shriek of *“Murder! brought all the
other eccupants to the spot ih az ln-
stant, prepared for the worat. -

“Now. then, my good ladies,” sald
Allingham, coming forward. “Don't
zet hysterieal. I bave a right to claim
anything in the house for the debt
owlng, so have decided o claim Sibyl
and write ‘paid’ across the account.
She’s going to be my wife.”

“Wife! The vixen, the sly little rat,
the—""

“Yes, we quarrelled some time 1ngo,
but now she's forgiven we and I've for.
kiven her, though I don’t know why I
shounld,” he udded. Jocozely.

“Beeause,” she answered, with eyog
full of joyful tears, “because, you old
dear, you're every inch a man,"”—The
Penny Pletorlal Magazine.

Falls.

“It I8 true that somnambulists and
drunkards, when they fall, are not so
apt to hurt themselves as you or I,” an
actor sald. “There 1s a reason for this,
too. &

“The reason lies In a certain perfect
llmpness or relaxation of the muscles,
that accompanies the fall of somnam-
bulists and drunkards, They fall un-
consclously, without fear. They make
no convulsive effort and strain to snve
themselves,

“To fall In this limp, relaxed way ls
to fall without Injury. Limpness, re-
Inxation, is the sccret of successful
stuge falling I can stand erect and
craxh down on my back llke a log of
wood or a ton of coal, and I suffer no
hurt beeaunse I let myself go—becnnse
every part of me Is relaxed, limp,
loose. The frantic effort to save our-
selves is what makes our fall disas
trous. The absence of this effort, con.
sclous In the actor and unconscious in
the drunkard and somnambnulist, is
what makes thelr falls harmless,””

Faked Snaills,

The snall Is as sacred to a Parisian
ns 0 lobster Is to a chorus girl, so there
bas been a pretty how-dy-do in Parls
over the discovery by the health otfi-
cers that a large part of the snails sold
there are fakex. A workman In one of
the factorles sued his cmployer for
damages, and that Is how the discoy-
ery was made. The makers of sialls
buy up disearded shells, clean them,
and then Al them with cat’'s moat,
which has been cut Into corkscrew
shape by a machine Invented for the
purpose, When the shell is filled with
the meat some fat is poured In and the
trick is done, The defense was that
these sham shells are preferred by
some eplcures as baving a fifer flavor
than the escargots which feed on the
vine leaves in Burgundy.—New York
tilobe,

Card In Time,

8he had just made a purchase In the
crowded, bugy department store.

“Name and address, please,” sald the
clerk, preparing for the usual ortao-
gmiphical struggle,

But there wasn't any struggle. She
opened ber shopping bag, and from one
of the Inner pockets thereof produced a
small card, about visiting card size,
having the desired name and address
npon it in typewriting.

With this in her band, the finiching
touches were put to the transaction in
about one-third time usual time. ‘I'nere
was no straining of ears, no vexation,

The hiot is a good one for all—cspe-
vlally for theose having namea of for-
elizn origin that require treatmen  lots
ter by letter or syllable by syllabio,

The Lutest Problem,

Tom, Dick, Harry, Ellza, Mary and
Jane went to market to buy pigs. Eaceh
gave as many sbillings per pig as he
or sghe bought.  Tom bought eleven
more than Mary, The persons in this
sensational narrative were three mar-
ried couples, and In each case the hus.
band spent three gulneas more than
the wife, Which was Tom's wife
which Harry's, and which Dick's?

Whale Bolling Plant,

A plant for bolling whales, which
cost $1,000,000, 1s In operation In New.
foundinnd., Every ounce of the whale

in used in the mapufacture of stearine, |

bone meat or bones and other articles
of commerce, :

; make a new rule In the navy

WPAN'S DEADCR EXPLOSHE

SHIMOSE DID TERRIBLE DAMAGE
IN THE CHEMULPHO

at the outbreak of the
war were shrapmel >r high explosive
shells. The Russians are divided in
opinion. The French and Itallan offi-
cers aboard the crulsers Pascal and
Elba are of the epimion that little 1t
any shrapnel was used. The British
officers who were aboard the Talbot
think that mosi of the havou war due
to shrapnel, E

Dr. Wada, chief surgeon of the Ja-
panese Navy, has given a correspond-
ent the following detalls In regard to
shimose, the secret explosive used by
the Japanese. Dr, Wada had tweunty-
four of the worst cases after they had
been aboard the Pascal for four days
and where most of ‘the fragments had
already been extracted. He extracted
some more fragments, all of which he
sald were “undoubtedly parts of high
explosive shells.”

The doctor showed a parcel conjain-
Ing fragments cxtracted from one man.
The largest plece was two Inches long
and balf an inch wide at the greatest
point. It was shaped like an arrow.
The next two pleces were about the
size of bazel nuts. Thé other frag-
ments, numbering 120, ranged in size
from a pin head to a full grown pea.

An examination of the largest plece
showed that the outer walls of the
shell were not more than three-eighths
of an inch and that it was fired from
nothing smaller than a six-inch gun,
The Inference is that nothing but the
best of steel can be vsed to stand the
pressure on the bore of the gun. Noth-
ing but a high explosive could smash
a strong steel shell into such minute
fragments.

Dr. Wada in operating on twelve
sallors did not find a larger fragment
than the one described. There were
no indications of shrapnel. He de-
scribed how on decks made slippery
with blood he saw small bits of flesh
and bone =eattered everywhere, He
stumbled over an arm here and a leg
there. He saw men with their ahdo-
meng carried away and the flesh torn
off their bodics, Nothing but a high
explosive =shell, he said, could have
cansed such effects,

The wounds caused by such a shell
were no worse than those resulting
from old-fashioned shells or shrapnel.
If a man was lucky enough not to be
killed he had a very gond chance of
getting off unhurt or with very slight
wounds, but they were meant to kill.
The doctor continued:

“Two sallors stood on the bridge
with Capt. Rudineff, Count Nirod and
A petty officer. One of the new sholls
atrick the petty officerr. The new
shells are provided with fuses and
take effect not only on contact with
water, but with parts of the rigging.
living men, even clothing—In fact.
wherever the resistance & suflicient
to alter the specd ever go little. The
ahell referred to exploded and blew the
Petty officer to atoms. There was ab-
solutely nothing found of him after-
ward. Count Nired, who was stand-
Ing next to him, was nlso blown to
pieces, only one arm belng found after-
ward. The two sailors stond n little
way off. The explosion tore all the
flesh from the lower parts of their
legs, which had to he amputated nf-
terward, Capt. Rudineff was still a
little further off and escaped with
slight wounds In the head,

“In old shells the fragments are
meant to kill or wonnd, The explosive
I8 there merely to burst the shell and
£ive additional Impetus to the frag-
ments. In the new shell the explosive
itself Ia meant to ki, The funection
of the shells is simpiy to convey the
explosive to the desired spot.”

Dr. Wada sald he aid not know the
lanits In which the new shell kills or
wounds seriously. But the instance

. deseribed above proves that It Is not

very large. Referring o the numerons
cases of suppurntion of wounds caused
by pleces of clothing entering with
the fragments of a shell, Dr. Wada
suggested that the Government should

that
whenever a Aght s expected every

‘man shall have his body sell washed

and his clothing disinfected, He con-
tinued:

“Happlly it is the vule of our men
in the army and navy always to go
into battle In the newest and cleanest
uniform. This ix not for sanitary con-
slderations, but it works the right way
all the same.,”"—New York Sun,

A McKinley Story,

Congressman Dick, of Arkaon, tells
this about Prestdent MeKinley:

“McKinley was always good to the
poor. When he lived In Canton he had,
each winter, a great stock of blank-
ets. shoes, potatoes, Bibles and so
forth that he would distribute where
they were needed most,

"One day he gave a Bible to a news-
boy. He would not have ventured
upon such a gift as this bad not the
newsboy asked for the bhook.

“I am glad,” Mr. McKinley sald to
the lad, ‘that you want a Bible, Are
¥ou happy now that you have got
one?

“‘Yea, alr, anld the boy. ‘I know n

| place where T can trade it oft for a

fiddle.,” "—Boston Advertiser,

Neow FPotatoes,

The dlscoverer of a new potato In
England Is selling the seed at $500 a
pouidd, or $30.000 a bushel. That al-
most ranks with the Lawson Pink,
It beats a ginseng garden, which is
worth 830,000 an acre each year. But
the Irish potato will surely have to

. @, A8 It I8 becoming too diseased for

haman consumption. We shall have
to turn to Urnguay. The French sclen.
tists, you know, have found on the
banks of the River Mercedes what they
style the “Solanum commersonil,” a
potato that is immune from all dis
eases. Its yield Is enormous, and its
quallty Is superior to the fimest Irish
potatons Let 'sm come inl

i |

fifty years old, and comes
peon, or lowest laboring

abllity of whose members
their own names Is remarkable. For
Years this man was a mine laborer,
working for fifty cents (Mexican silver)
a day; llliterate, unthinking and in com-
mon with the rest of his kind, he had

He was known to be hard working,
but he had no more thrift or foresight
than the other peons, and in conse-
quence his taking up of a small piece
of property three years ago with the
intention of sinking a shaft was a
standing joke in the neighborhood. He
borrowed enough money to work his
property in a small way. but being
what he was, his credit did not hold
for very long, and it was on the last
day before the mortgage would have
been foreclosed that he made a strike
that gave him a position that is
unlque,

The veln of gold and sliver ore that
he found turned him in a day from a
peon to a millionaire many times over,
and the results have bren spectacular
and interesting. The wenlth of his
mine, with its present development. is
fabulous, the average ore taken out
assaying In the reighborhood of £12.
000 a ton, although one shipment of
three carloads wos made some time
ago that brought him a profit of 2610,
000 a car, this ore being so rich that
the native silver could be eut fro:n it
with a pocket knife,

After the discovery there was natu-
rally a change in Alvardo’s methods
of living, and he started the bullding
of an enormous and gorgeuos house,
which, true to his blood, he placed In
the centre of the poorest part of the
town, where it I8 surrounded by the
mud and thatched huts of his old
friends. Until it Iz fAinished he will
continue to live in & mud shack, where
he has no less than five planos, al-
though of course neither he nor his
wife has the slightest idea of what to
do with them,

Alvardo ix not Inclined to keep his
goodl fortune to Limself. and has a pen.
slon list among those he worked beside
in his laboring days that amounts to
more than $20,000 1 month, wulle dur
ing fhe Christmas tez=2 = 1% fls cus
tom to load a wagon with sliver dollars,
which he personully distributes through
the poorer parts of the town. He Is
intensely patriotic, and a year ago
made a proposition to the Mexicon Gov
ernment to pay the natlonal dol-t:
and undoubtedly would have tried to
do so had not Finance Minlster
Limantour felt that it was for the best
Interests of the country to decline tha
offer.  Alvardo is very proud of his
position, and so ,ealous of his interests
that he has surrounded his property
with a high wall, within which he will
permit none but his own people tc
enter.—Leslie’'s Weekly.
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¥Femnle Flshhawk Guarded Ier Mate.
Complaints are made of the shooting

and attempted shooting of fishhawka

in the town of Bristol, and people
nenr whose homes the hawks nest are
very much incensed because of the
killing of one fisbhawk recently, on
the land of Dr, H. M. Howe at Ferry

HII, and the wounding of another ot

the birds on the shore, near the resi-

denee of Edward Anthony,

Mr, Anthony noticed the wounded
bird nenr his home the last of the
week with a wound In Its thront
aml the breast feathers covered with
blood, It was alone for a couple of
days, its mate not having arrived. As
soou as the female bird ¢ me from the
South, It caught fish and fed the
wounded bird until the wound Ilm-
proved,

The bird shot at and wonnded, wiich
Is nearly over its hurt, Mr. Anthony
clalims is the same hawk wounded In
the wing by a rifie ball thirty years
ago. He recognizes the stiffness [n®
the wing that was wounded, year after
year.—Provldence Journal,

An Indian Boy on the Horse,

The following forelble plece of wrlt
Iny is sald to be by a young Indiun pu-
pil not yet so familiar with the English
lnnguage as he Is with the “noble
quadruped,” he has chosen for the sub.
Ject of his essay: “The horse 1s a very
noble quadruped, but when Is angry
he will not do s0. He is rldden on the
splunl cord by the bridle, and sadly
tho driver places his foots on the stir-
rupg and divides his lower Ilimbs
across the saddle and drives his animal
to the meadow, He has four legs;
two are on the front side and two are
afterward. These are th - weapons on
which he runs. He also defends him-
gelf by extending these In the rear in
a paraliel direction towards his foe,
but this he does only when he Is In
an aggravating mood. There I8 no
animal like the horse. No sooner they
gee thelr guardian or master than they
always cry for food, but It |s alwavs
nt the morning time. They have got
tails, but not so long as the cow and
other such like animals."—New York
Tribune,

Nothing Lost,

“Thry take tremendous precautions
at the mint so that no specle shall be
lost,” sald an Englishman, with a rem.
Iniscence of an article he bad been
reading on the subject. “Every scrap
of refuse Is burned In ordes that not
the slightera vestige of metal shall be
wasted. The working clothes of the
men are burned, too, when they are
worn out, and they even burn the
carts which are used In carrying the
bullion to the mint,

“Well,"” sald the American In the cor.
ner, contemplating his cigar, “I guess
we go one better than that In our Im-
mortal country. We burn the refuse
and the clothes and the carts. Yes,
sir, we do all that, and what 1s more, |
when a man dies who has worked (Rere
we have him cremated.” Then they
talked about the weather.—London
Fun,

Korean Houses,

The average Korean lives In & |
thatched ¢ottage having three rooms
in a row. The kitchen fire Is at one
end and its chimney at the other; the

flue passing under the rooms warms

i —
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JIAMY ATHLETIC:

Fire Him? Nt Much-Resigned Whes

Me Liked, and Well Recommended.

The General Manager of a big Ann
street establishment late Saturday af
terpoon looked around the deserted
office, carefully inspected the Inside of
his hat before putting it on, called fo:
the porter to make doors and shutters
secure, and, accompanied by a belated
customer, started for Park Row.

“Well, he's resigned,’ he remarked
with a sigh of rellef.

“Who?” Inquired the customer, hay-
ing in mind the junior partner.

“The third assistant office boy.” re-
plied the General Manager, a note of
Joy In his voice. “He's gone at last,
and I don't think he'll come back.”

“If you didn’'t want him why didn't
¥you fire him?" querled the customer.

“I did—three times—but he wouldn't
stay fired. It was the limit. We got
him six weeks ago, and the o®ce has
been in a turmoll ever since. He har
& name, of course, but no one except
the paymaster knows it. He looks like
& prizefighter In minlature, and the
first hour he was with us one of the
clerks called him ‘Jimmy Athletic.
That flattered the young wretch, and
the man that nicknamed him was the
only one that ever was able to Induce
him to work except on the cay afte:
one of the firings. Then he'd buliy all
the other boys and keep them out of
the way, and when I called for a
youngster in a hurry he'd present him.
self.

“I knew, of course, that I'd fired him
but I'm kept too busy to wait, so 1
would use him, and there he'd be—re
established.

“Jimmy was never known to smile.
But he had a laugh, the loundest, most
penetrating, and mirthless that mortal
ever listened to. When I reminded him
one day that I had discharged him thg
day before he laughed, and I begged
him to desist.

“His first break was two days after
he was hired. A messenger bhoy
brought an lmportant telegram, and
Jimmy didn’t like his face. He beat
that boy to a whisper, and the kid
went home to have his Injuries re-
paired,

“It wasn't until the next day that we
heard of the telegram. and then al
the good It did us was to give us the
idea of how much money we had lost
by its non-receipt. Jimmy was fired
then for the first time.

“A week later I was at my desk,
when a long steel rod from a bill file
dropped beslde my hand and stuck
quivering In my desk. Up above there
was a hole In the celling, and at tha!
I saw Jnmmy’s grinning face. He was
doing the William Tell act on me. He
was fired agaln for that,

“Jimmy had an ambition to run an
elevator. Not regularly—just once—
but the colored man that tends to oury
would not let him touch the wheel, Se
Jimmy went to him and told him that
the boss was giving orders that he be
dismissed. The man told Jimmy to
watch the elevator while he ran to
square matters, and Jimmy bhad bhis
chance.

“Just at this moment a-. old woman
stepped aboard, and Jimmy had a pas.
senger to experiment on. Ile pearly
ran her through the roof,

“No, he wasn’t fired for that. The
passenger was the boss’ mother-in-
law from Sunbury, and the ghock so
affected her that she decided at once
to go Lome. If she'd been hurt so tha?
she conldn’t have traveled Jimmy
wonld have lost Lis job then for goml,

“Te next time he got fired was for
putting up a target on the bhoiler in the
cellar and shooting at it with a re-
volver,

“To-day he came to me and sald he
was going to resign, I asked him if do
wanted a bonus, but he said he didn’t,
He’s only about as big as a pint of
peanuts, but he sat all afternoon smok
ing big cigars and mnking the other
boys envious. He told one of the
clerks that If T didn't give him a rec-
ommendation he'd knock two of my
teeth In.”

“Well.” sald the ecustomer, consol
Ingly, “he's zone.” Then, wishing to
change the sulijec!, he remnrked:

“I was lucky to eatch ¥ou this after.
noon. You must have been detalned.”

“Yes,” sald the General Manager, *|
walted to write a recommendntion for
Jimmy Athletic."—New York Times.

Potnto of Much Notorlety,

No potato has ever gained so much
notoriety as Eldorado, raised by the
famous Scottish raiser, Mr., A. Find.
lny, of Markineh. ‘The very name of
the variety was a stroke of genius, for
it Is hardly possible thal {lie rilser, or
those who had the good fortune to se-
cure some of the first tubers distrib
uted, could have imagined that In so
short a time It would change hands
at such enormously high prices,

Mr. George Massey, of Spalditg, was
one of the very first to obtain stock.
and from him Mr, Zachariah Gray, »
well-known grower at Everton, Sandy,
purchased a stone welght for $100
This set the ball rolling, and as Mr
Findlay resolved not to further dis
tribute Eldorado until the autumn of
104, the demand for the small stocks
available was doubled and teehled, and |
80 the prices rose, Mossrs, Donnis, the |
Covent Garden salesmen, aml Messrs
I Pond & Sons, of New York, pos
gesged some supplies, and the latter
firm found a purchaser of four poundd
at £150 per pound. This determined
them to obtain further stock, and s¢
at the Smithfield Club show a member
of his firm found that Mr, Massey
bad a limited stock for disposal and
made him an pffer of £1000 for g
stone.  Mr. Massey refused, as he
wanted £1500, but  eventually  the
bargaln  was struck at £1400, ¢
the satisfaction of both parties
Subsequently, Mr. Massey sold a reln.
tively small quantity for £2000, so thal
his original transaction brought hirn
a very handsome return.—Gardeners
Magazine.

Colorado’s Outpat,

Colorado ranks eighth in the United
States as to agriculture, sixth as to
Hve stock, fifth as to coal and Iron,
first In the percentage of sugar Ip
sugar beets, first In the aren of #rrl
gated lands, and first as to quatity of
wheat, potatoes and melons, No State
approaches Colorado In the amounts od

Humor .
Today

All Corvect.

An antiseptic baby lived on antiseptio

His clothes were antiseptic, made of anti-
septic silk.
h“mh ic carriages he pode, with time
He bad an antiseptic nurse, breathed anti-
air;
And though upon thi da:
did ot long abide, i e
leenti
he Med a8 antiseptic coffia
—Smart Set.

1ts Drawback.
“Educatlion is a great thing.”
“Yes, it turns out some mighty Intel.
ligent criminals.”—Life,

Expensive Engageinont.
Patlence—"How do you know her
love for him was strong?”
Patrice—"Because It broke him."—
Yonkers Statesman.

— e .

Amblguous.
Jack Nervey—"I'm golng to kiss you
when I leave this house to-night.”
May Kutely—"Leave the liouse this
Instant, sir!™”—Philadelphia Press,

Mother Earth.,

“I wonder why people always spenk
of Eurth as she?"

“It's natural enough. Nobody kiows
exnctly what ber age 1s."—Iulladel.
phia Ledger.

After,

4dhe—“Ah, you men! Before mar-
riage you pay compliments, but af-
ter——*

He—"After? Why, after—we do bet-
ter; we pay bills.”"—Life.

A Distinetion.
“Can a man patent a scientific dis-
covery?” asked the commercinl person
“It isn't usually done,” answered the
scientist. “But some of them onght to
be copyrighted asliterury productions.”
—Washington Star.

Far From Inempensive.

“Many a man would give a great
deal for your opportunities,” said the
earnestly ambitious man.

“Of course.” auswered Senator Sor-
ghum. *I had to give a great deal for
‘em myself,"—Washington Star.

-

dvanced,

-You say that Lord Fucash's social
position has improved since he married
a rich American girl?"

“Yes, indeed. Formerly he was only
a nobleman; but now he belongs to our
hefresstocracy.”—Washlngton Star.

Nome Such.

T'm looking for a painless dentist.
Can you recommend onv?”’

“L never knew any that didn't hurt
at least once.”

“When is that?”

“When his blll comes Iin."—Detroit
Free Press.

Careless Artlet.

“Do you think you can draw that
ball the length of the table?’

“I'll have to, I suppose. But I don't
see why the artist didn't draw it back
there to begin with."—Chicago Tri-
bune,

Wisely Chosen.

#Mr, Bhort—*Can I belleve It—you will
really marry me?”

Miss Tall—"Yes. I always make my
own dresses, and, as we are both the
same height, you will come real handy
when I am cutting and fitting.”"—New
York Weekly.

Not Compulsory.

“Tell me, Colonel,” asked the begin.
ne - in poelities, addressing the gray-
haired statesman, “can a politician be
honest?"'

“1 suppose so, my boy,” replied the
veteran, “but—ab!—it lsn't necessary.”
—Collier's Weekly,

Muaking Allowances.,

cople do not take In proper ae-
count,” sald the broad-minded man,
“the nervous straln under which we
live, It Is necessary to make nllows
ances for some of our public otfclals,”

“That's the ldea,” rejoined Senator
Sorghum. *“And Illberal allowances,
‘0. —Washington Star,

lll‘

Fhysical, Not Polltleal.

Doctor—*"You have a perfectly sou:l
coustitution, sir, but you are over
worked a little and run down, and that
Is why your physical energies have be.
gun to tlag."”

I'atient—"“I'hen In my cnse the con-
stitution  does not fullow the flag?
Thank you, doctor."—Yonkers Herald,

No Contretemps,

“Hlow did your nephew's wedding
pass off 7"

“Just splendid.”

“Were there any contretomps?”

“1 don't think so. I didn't see any,
You see we had the church thoroughly
cleaned up Just before the wedding
took place.”—Cleveland Plain Dealor

In the Biliville Backwoods.

“How far Is it to the next town, m»
friend ?”

“'Bout fifty acres—or better.”

“lI mean—how many miles.”

“Well, hit mout be two, or hit mou
be six."”

“You're a big fool!”

“1 know it; but—you orter seen my,
daddy!"—Atlanta Constitution,
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Hin Preference.
The father was giving the son soma
advice.
‘Now that you are satarting out inm
life,” sald the parent, “you will find it
pays to cultivate the acqualntance of
well-to-do people.”

gold and silver produced.
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Bign of the Door Key,
When a door key is hung up outside
& house in Bweden It Is a sign that
the family Is not at home,

But the son shook his head. ’
“No, pop,” he responded, "I will ind
It pays me hetter to cultivate the ace
quaintance of easy-to-do people, I am
going tu'locate In Wall Street.”—Chd.
Ccago News, ANC




