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“Something has evidently befa
Ehe ' ruscally -Brahmin since night
eiosed in. What did you conclude was
the matter? he asks.
*“Well, I thought the fellow had evi-
Seafly beem barking up the wrong
tres,” Sandy, solemnly.

T
§s
h
q
;

;
-
i
;

1F
E

.3
4
i
i
E
:

“As sure as you live, it's going to be
between these two yet:
'm. ready to bet on Joe, but I admit

Let .us hope

oaly come up whereby he could show

- his friendship he stands ready to chip

in, no matter what the cost.

Thus Joe's friends talk over matters
&and endeavor to discover some way
whereby the explorer can be benefited.
They feel sare the baron has made up
his mind to push matters to the wall,
and that he will not hesitate about the
means he employs.

IT Joe is challenged, of course he
may have the cholce of weapons, time
and place. He can, therefore, make
the best of the bargain. The one
thing they fear is that the baron may
arrange it so that the Insult comes
from him. Well, it 8o, Joe will proba-
bly avenge it on the spot, amd not
dream of sending in a challenge.

Thus they draw consolation from
ghe sitbaticn and hope for the best.

Where can Joe have taken himself
to? They fail to ind anything of him,
mor do they see Tanner and his daugh-
ter. T. s delay Is not to Bandy's lik-
ing, as he is. anxious to send a tele-
gram to the city on the Mediterranean,
engaging his passage for India, and
frets under the lapse of time.

The morning has gone and the after
noon with it.

It is evening when the two friends
run across Tanner in the hotel—Tan-
mer, who greets them in his usual bols-
terous manner, as he does all his
friends.

8andy sees ‘his opportunity and
makes the best possible use of it. He
asks the orator his intentions about
travel, and hints at how nice it would
be if all of-them could go on the same
steamer to India, which proposition
qQuite takes the other by storm.

Making inquiries as to date of safl-
ing and a few other things, Tanner
figures on his own plans,'and then an-
nounces that Sandy may include him-
®elf and daughter in the party.

“How about Mynheer Joe?’

“¥ou'll have to see him personally,”
returns the orator, with a sly twinkle
in his eyes, as though he can make a
pretty good gueas that the party men-

tioned will not be far away when they

leave Alexandria,

“Where may he be found?’ asks
Bandy.

“Think I know. You see a party of
English officers and leading men were
bound to fete the brave boy who
came from Khartoom with the last
news of poor Gordon. They took him
over to the barracks, where a spread
had been ordered. I was pressed to
g9, but Molly would be waiting for
me at the hotel here, and as I am a
dutiful parent and never disappoint
ber, I gave up the 1dea.”

Bandy bas a cloud on his brow.

“How long ago since the p?m went
? -

“More than balf an hour, I reckon,”
replies Tanner, consulting his time-
plece. !

“They must have reached the wine
and cigars.” .

“Very probably”

“Mr. Tanner, was the baron pres-
ut?”

“Certainly. That man s every:
where!” It Is evident that he does not
bear malice against the baron, or at
least falls to show fit,

8andy and Mr, Grimes exchange
glances. .

“It will be done there?’ mays the
latter.

“No doubt of it, sir.” replies the cor-
tespondent.

“What's all this about?” asks Tan-
oer, noticing thelr pecullar nods and
glances,

“We're off to see If Joe goes with
s or stays in Calro.”

. And with the words the two friends,
fAeave Tanner, heading for the bar-
racks.

As they reached the door of this in-
stitution, loud volees are heard, excite:
ment seems to reign, and the colouc)
ean be heard exclaiming:

“Uentlemen, remember you are un
fler a military roof! Reserve nll dem-
ounstrations until we separatel”

! CHAPTER XII.
““WITH BWORDS—AN HOUR AFTER BUN-
Rrisi|"
The words are deeply significant and
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upon his face can be seen a contemp-
tuous look. Hils eyes are bent across
thble.

fiscolored his shirt-front where blazes
& wonderful diamond, worth a small
fortune.

Bandy observes his face and discov-
ors hardly a ‘trace of anger there; in-
@eed, from the sardonic smlle one
would Imagine that this incident fs
just what the Russlan duelist has
played for.

Returning the solled kerchief to his
pocket, he cooly tosses his card across
the table in the direction of Mynheer
Joe.

“You will speedily hear from me,
sir,”” he says, with cutting empbasis.

“The sooner the better, baron! Re-

member, I leave on Baturday’'s steam-
er,” returns the American, while the
officers look astounded; for, brave men
though they are, there 1s not one
among them wwho would care to be in
Joe's shoes.
The Russian bows and leaves the
room; he can no longer remain at the
table with the man who has thus pub
licly insulted him, and as Mynheee
Joe is the guest of the occasion, it be
comes his duty to depart from the
mess-table. .

Bandy is joled 'by one of the off-
‘ers, a fine young fellow, who has
‘aken quite a fancy to the war corre-
pondent. The latter declares it wil;
% his pleasant duty to see Hane
Tletcher become a general some day.
He has the greatest faith In his dash-
ng qualities.

“Tell us, how did this ugly affalr
ome about?’ he asks, eagerly, for
those at the mess-table appear to have
lorgotten it In lstening to Joe's glow-
Ing story of Gordon's death.

“Willingly—what little' I know,” re-
plies the British officer. “I was at
the other end of the table and falled
lo distinctly catch the full meaning
°f the baron’s Insult.”

“Then he brought it om purposely,
18 I supposed.”

“We suspect as much, though his
reason is not plain. Perhaps you gen-
tlemen know it?”

“The same old story—rivals In love.”
“Ah! That's the truth of it, eh?”

. ““Was the baron’s remark about ‘Miss
Tanner?

“I am glad to say It wae not. From
the little I heard, I believe it con.
cerned Mynheer Joe's country—somse
Insulting allusion to the flag that cov-
ers our cousins across the water.”
“Good! And Joe resented it, as any
true American would, no matter if his
death was a foregone conclusion,” says
SBandy, botly.

“But, you see, it's a serlous thing
to bring on a row at the Colonel's
mess-table.”

“And a still more serious thing to be
publicly insulted there. The Colonel
should have seen to it that only gen-
tlemen were Invited and not the mis
erable hound who thinks his title of
baron can cover up all his iniquities.¥

The lleutenant glances rather ner-
vously around, hoping no friend of
fhe baron would overhear what is be-
ng sald by the flery little correspond-
ent, or there may be a double due)
on the tapls.

“Honestly, now, lleutenant, if you
bad been at the mess-table of a Ger
man regiment, an invited and honored
guest, and this man should say ex-
actly the same against your flag what
he did against our stars and stripes,
what would have been your action?"
pursues Sandy.

The officer bites his military mous
tache.

“Really. my dear fellow, you have
ule. There would be but one course
for me to pursue, and that to cast his
slur in his teeth, as a brave man like
Mynheer Joe has done.”

“Exactly! I knew it! Then blame
him no more, but rather honor his
daring. When this cur had given the
lnsult—what then?"

“Every eye wos turned on Mynheer
Joe, for we all understood what was
meant. - I saw bim shut his teeth hard,
but only a slight frown passed over
his bronzed face. Leaning over the
table, he looked the baron full in the
ye and sald calmly: ‘I return the
:omnlimunt. bharon, That tingz coula
gever wave over the land that harbors
t Siberia!” And quick as a flush he
smptied his wine-glass full into the
ither's face,"”

Rarfdy's face glows with enthusiasm.
fle ia proud of his countryman. A
few more such men ns Mynheer Joe
tenttered about the world would eause
v grenter respect for the stars and
stripes among the natlonsg of urope,

He 1doks at the explorer, and does
not see that Joe !s Impressed with
the danger Into which he has beep
thus drawn by elrenmstances,

“I have great confidenece in his abil
ity, and his lneky star seems In the

ngeendnnt,”  he remark®, at whick
the officer says in a low tone:
“Privately. beiween us, Randy, )

rarnesily hope he will do the baron.
esides the regard we feel for him
‘s a courin from ncrosgs the water and
the man who avenged Gordon, you
nnderarand that we have no love for
the Russian, whose mission to India
woe o ean puspect.”

“Yes, and it's my piivate oplnlen
that when he runs up agninst Joe he'll

Bandy clutches bis compupion's erm;

wizh he had tnken gome other course.”
It Ia a good thing to have a sanm:
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f the officers. The same professor
with whom the baron vlaved is pres-

When Mynheer Joe takes off his
*oat and vest and puts a belt around
ale walst be I8 ready for the affalr.
Upon his feet he has drawn a pair of
rubber foot-holds that will keep him
trom slipping.

He bares his right arm, and Sandy
tees the professor giance at his su-
rerh hicena as though pleased. Then
the man of folls takes his wrist and
feels it.

“A worderful arm, monsieur,” he
tays, with kindling eyes. “With prac
dice you should be a magnificent
rwordsman.”

“80 old Duval used to tell me,” re-
olies Joe. .

“Ah, sacre! You take lessons from
bim, e greatest master In Paris. Per
baps I shall not be able to have ze
revenge after all”

Meanwhile Joe rolls up his left shirt
illeeve In the same way, an sction the
professor regards with concern, but
which Mr. Grimes takes to mean
what he has fondly hoped

“Ready, professor?T

The loils click and begin to writhe
ke snakes, passing in and out with
the rapldity of thought. Sandy and
Mr. Grimes stand near by. They have
L decper interest in this engagement
than appears on the surface.

Alter looking on for a minute, Mr.
Grimes heaves a sigh of rellef.

“He'll do, Sandy. I'll stake my life
m him, even against the Russian.
iVatch that magnificent play of the
wrist. Heavens! I've seem a man
wleld a sword before, but mever like
‘hat. Hark! What does he say—that
12 finds bLimself rusty and sluggish.
Deuce take it, what can he do when
n trim, then? Note the poor profes-
ior. He nctually looks scared. His
‘evenge doesn't pan out very well,
loes 1t? I think I'l have to give
iim a turn myself to make him feel
tood.” o

Thus the usuvally taciturnm Mr.
Srimes rattles on, while Sandy can
surdly Leep qulet.

“Jove! He tosses his wcapon Into
Ais left hand. Again he is at the pro-
‘essor llke a tiger. The poor devil
a8 bad the button against his heart
i dozen tlmes. What d'ye think of
that left-handed play, old fellow?"
laughs Sandy.

His companion squeezes his hand,
for once, showing excitement,

“I feel as jolly as If an old uncle
had dled and left me his fortune. The
baron will meet his match. It will be
a royal battle No danger of our
Joe getting hurt. Yes, no matter how
well he uses the firearms, I shall rec-
ommend swords. The other way both
may be killed; here, wounds are more
possible. Bwords are gentlemen's
weapons, truly. Look! He hunts the
professor—lhe has him utterly demor-
alized—he throws down his foll and
bolds up his band! Enough, gentle-
men!"

It In a8 Mr. Grimnes has sald. The
I'renchmman has been rattled untfl he
can no longer use his weapon. He
laughs good-nataredly.

“Monsicur must have his little joko,
[Ie In rusty this night. What of me?”’
e cxclaims, shaking Joe's hand

[To be Continued.)

The gross postal recelpts at fifty
of the largest postoffices for the month
of July aggregated £2,838,088, a not
Inerease of $233,802 over July, 1809,

FURTHER USE FOR X-RAYS.

Enable Observers to Detect Presence
of Pearls in Oysters.

At a time when considerable atten
tion Is being pald to the pearl indus
try of Ceylon, and the government ls
taking extensive measures to protect
the oyster fisherles there, 1t is of In
terest to record a discovery recently
communicated to the Paris Academy
of Sclences by M. Dubols relative to
using the Roentgen rays to examine
the oysters. It has been found that
these rays enable an obaserver to de
termine at once whether a living 0ys
ter contains a pearl or not without ins
jury to the animal, and In case the
pearl is small the oyster may be re
placed in the bed until further growtb
takes place and the desired size fe
reached, In the scientific examination
of the pearl oysterg in Ceylon It hap
been ascertained that the popular be
llef that the nuclei of pearls are
formed by minute grains of sand of
other particles holds good in but few
Instances, and that in most cases the
pearls or pearly excrescences are pro
duced by the liritation of boring
spongea and burrowing worms. The
best germs result from the stimula
tion of a parasitic worm which be-
comes Incnsed and dies.—Harper's
Weekly

Woman's Veil Stops Power.
In investigating the cause of the
sudden cutting off of the power on &

ftreet car at New London, Conn,, lt:
was found that a woman's vell had

become so entangled about the trolley | been recently transplanted and new

wheel as to completely insulate It
from the wira
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the »0ll iIn an orchard becomes hard
and packed, soil will lose at least 6000
more pounds of water per day per
acre, under the law of capillary attrac-
tions, than where the surface is stirred
at least every four weeks. Bow a peck
of peas to each acre of the orchard,
and they will shade the land, loosen
the soll and it the same time fertilize
the subsoil. The hogs will eat the pea
vines and wormy fruit and the land
will be getting in better ondition.

Plasting Rhabarb,

Just when the crowns are bursting
into leaf is a good time to divide and
replant rhubarb. It is the younger
clumps that usualy produce the fin-
est and most succulent stalks, and
some replanting should be done every
season. Divisions with one to three
crowns attached may bLe detached
from old clumps with the ald of a
spade. Replant these in deeply dug,
beavily manured ground three feet
apart each way, and do not pull from
them this season. Bare the surface
Toots of old clumps, manure heavily,
and return the soil to the top.

Sweet Cora and Rape.

In many .sections sweet corn is
grown in large quantities for canning
purposes, as well as for marketing in
the usual way.

As a rule, rape in fleld corn is so
shaded that it does mot get a good
start, but the more open plan of rais-
ing sweet corn gives the rape a chance,.

When properly sown, at the rate of
seven to ten pounds per acre broadcast
at the last plowing of the corn it will
glve one a fine crop for pasturiug later
in the season and not in the least in-
Jure the corn crop. It is worth trying
on this plan, especlally as the seed is
not expeunsive, from twelve to fifteen
cents per pound in ten-pound lots of
the Dwarf Essex, the only variety wor-
thy ralsing.

Bedding Material.

As 1t is an object to make all of the
manure possible, the bedding of all an-
imals will be found to ald very mater-
fally in the matter. If there is no
straw that can be used for bedding,
any waste material available can be
substituted. Some farmers use large
qQuantities of sawdust, and shavings
from the mills are. found avallable.
Anything that will absorb the liquid
and keep the animals comfortable and
clean will answer a good purpese. The
hogs will use up and turn into a good
fertilizer a large amount of coarse ma-
terial, and here may be used what
would hardly be suitable for cattle or
horeses, unless run through a cutting
machine. Keep these animals well
supplied with material and note if
they do not give full value for every-
thing furnished in this line,

Balky Horses.

A writer gives the followdng cure
for balky horses: Take a small rope
and firmly attach it to the horse's tall.
Take a turn on the doubletree or cross
bar, giving alack encugh to tighten the
traces. If the horses refuse to pull
tighten this rope until the draft comes
on the tail. No horse ever refuses to
pull by his tall. When the horse starts
the tail-hold may be relaxed until the
draft comes on the traces again, Many
balking horses will refuse to start, and
others will start off all right, but 7
stopped will refuse to pull. The way
to treat this form of vice is to pull on
the tall rope until the draft comes par-
tially on the taill. Then he will go.
The tail draft may then be gradually
relaxed until all the draft rests on the
traces. Persist In this treatment and

& perwanent reforurtion is a sure re-
sult

Late Plowing.

With proper management plowing
can be followed until the ground
freezes. There are some kinds of
solls, particularly of a heavy or cloggy
texture, that it fs considered better to
plow late, thus exposing td the action
of the winter frosts, Some farmers
like to plant corn on grass land man-
ured in the fall and then plowed as
late as possible before planting, in this
way turning under a conslderable
amount of vegetable materinl along
with the manure, thus getting excel-
lent results in the crops grown, This
plan makes more spring work, but to
& certaln extent it may be, and doubt-
less is, a profitable course to pursue,
Farwers should be fully persuaded in
their own minds as to these things,
and follow the methods that exper-
fence proves to be the most satisfac-
tory and profitable for them,

——

Bupplying Water to Plants,

It Is not easily understood by some
that plants can be overwatered. But
the fact is, they may be literally
drowned, and this often happens,

The position of water In the life
workings of a plant is chiefly that of
carrler; it is taken -up by the roots,
earries food to all parts of the plant,
and mostly. passes off in the atmos-
phere through the leaves. This rou-
tine is necessary; without it growth
cannot be made, while a surfeit of
water brings decay of the parts in
touch with the excess.

The times when overwatering fs most
possible are when a plant 1s without
leaves, dormant or nearly xo, and
water cannot be used speedily; when
the soll is heavy and does nig give up
the molsture quickly; swhen a plant has

feeding fibers bave not been formed to
take up the moisture, and when ever-

barnyard manure plowed under,
that they may be ready for clover seed
ing another yesr. The clover seeding
should be confined to lands with a suf.
ficient supply of humus so that a good
catch may be obtained. There are sev.
eral definite reasons why solls rich in
humus give the best clover catch
These solls retain more moisture and
in a caplllary way. They are in a bet-
ter physical condition, and plant food
is not only plentiful but available,

Eultable preparation of the seed bed
is of almos* equal importance with hu-
mus, The most common practice Is to
seed clover after grain in ordinary cul.
tivated fields, but the plan only suc
ceeds well on comparatively new land,
rich, mellow and crumbly. Ordinary
grain fields are rather unfit for the tiny
clover seeds, Unless these are scat-
tered on a smooth, well pulverized sur.
face, many will fail to lodge at a depth
permitting germination, and mauy will
be covered too deeply. Also a poorly
pulverized soll does not permit the rise
of the needed capillary moisture. The
field should be planked and dragged to
a good seed-bed and uniform covering.
Rye makes the best nurse crop, as the
clover gets the sun the quickest, and
the stock should always be kept off
the first year.—Prairie Farmer, -

Chicken Coop.

Here 18 a sketch and description of
a coop and run for setting hen and
chicks. They can roost in it till the
hen leaves them. Ends one inch thick
or more; make ends first 2 ft., 214 in.
long, back edges 2 ft., 3 in., front edge
1 ft, 11 in. Front and back should be
14 In. thick. Nail box together and
nall two pleces on Inside of back and
front of coop 3x1, on which put a loose
floor. Now take two pleces 2%x1 in.,
7 ft. long. Nail one on each side of
coop at top edge of front, keep the
back one same distance from bottom.
Let them overhang 6 in. at each end,
to form handles. Put two on bottom
6 ft. long; nail cross pleces same size,
between the ende to form the run.
Now, cut plasterer's lath in half for
end of run and leave a space of B in.

to slide a thin board in, another space

24 in. to slide a piece In. Space the
remainder and nail on, Cover front,
back and top with lath or wire netting.
Make an opening in end of coop for
hen, and cover with a sliding board,
from back to front to keep hen In and
skunks out. Now make your roof.
Let it project 3 in. both ends and
front; put leather hinges all the way
along the back and shingle the Joinis
to keep rain out. To make the above
give the best resunlts it needs two
pleces in between the rails, thus, X.
Then nail the laths on 114 in, apart
When you want to confine the chicks
in the run put loose laths in between
them. When they are big enough to

run around take the loose laths out, so !

they can go in and out at will, Now
put a plece 2x1 on each end 12 In,
from the floor to put perches on, and
put dirt, water, feed and grit in the
coop when you set the hen.—J. Hagley,
in The Epitomist,

. Ventllating Stables.

The trouble in ventilating most sta-
bles I8 that the windows are situated
directly back of the animals and to
open  them in the winter means
draughts which ave likely to Le dan-
gerous. The illustration shows a plan
for providing ventilation whthout in
terfering with the window proper,
About two inches over the top of the
window three holes are made, each
two or more Inches In diameter, A
frame 18 built over these holes in
which to run a siide, or clips of sheet
Iron may be placed in position as
shown at the lower part of the pie
ture, between which the allding board
may be run. This glide should be wide
enough so as to cover the holes thor
oughly, and fit snugly, so that when fo
place no air can come through the
holes,

A handle of iron Is placed on one vnd
for handling the slide casily. By this
method as little air can come In as one

VENTILATION FOR BTARLES,

wighes, or one may obtain all that can
come in through the three holes by
pulling the board out entirely., This
ventllating idea 18 very easy to ar-
range and the expense Is merely nome
inal. Further, by {ts use the window
may be fastened to remaln closed al)
winter, and any cracks around the cas.
ing filled in with paper, for the three
holes will provide all the ventilation
needed In cool weather. This plan is
80 simple and works so well that there
Ia no excuse for not putting it in oper-
ation 1o every barn,

' making great hendway 'In thie part of

N most parth of the West
where the public lands
were surveyed and laid
off into sectious., halves
and quarters, the public
roads have been established on the
section lines. These roads consequent.
Iy run either north and south or east
and west, crossing at right angles. Thie
method of locating roads is sometimes
called “the checker board Eystem,” and
the term is quite appropriate. In some
States the road laws contemplate the
establishing of a road op every sec
tion line, so they will be ounly one mile
apart, but not nearly all these roads
have been actually opened.

In comparison with the BYRtem, or
lack of system, which prevails in the
older settled States of the East and
Bouth, this checker board svstem hne
some advantages. The roads are not
left to be located at hap-hazard, or ou
erooked farm boundaries, or accord-
Ing to the whims or scltish Interests ot
the locators. The order and mathe
matical regularity of the system na-
turally appeals to the minds of those
who read about those roads or studs
them on maps, but to those who actu-
ally travel them, their location appears
to be very far short of ideal perfec
tion. In fact the system Involves two
very grave defects. If a man wishes
to travel directly north, south, east or
west, these rouds take him by the
shortest route. But a large majority
of the people wish to travel in other
directions. Let us suppose a man lives
exactly ten miles northwest from his
country seat. In order to reach it he
must travel seven miles east and seven
miles south, or fourteen miles in all.
Thus a majority of travelers suffer
a hardship in the matter of distauce.

But the second defect in the systemn
is far graver. The mathematical pre-
cision with which these roads are
located carrles them across hills and
hollows without any regard to econ-
omy in the matter of grades. Where
the country is perfecily level there is
no difficulty; where it is rolling the
roads can only be improved at a heavy
cost in making cuts and fills; where
there are steep hills and deep ravines
to cross the system is wholly imprac-
ticable.

Doubtless one of the first benefite
that will follow the adoption of the
national plan will be the modification
of this system so as to remedy these
defects in a large measure. Naturally
the first roads to be improved in a
county will be those leading directly
north, south, east and west from the
county seat. Then main roads or av-
enues leading northeast, northwest,
southenst and southwest from the
county seat should be opened and im-
proved. Thus the first defect shall be
largely eliminated.

The second defect pointe¢d out can
only be cured by deperting from the
section lines where the lay of the
roadd makes it economical to do so
Under national ard State aid compe-
tent engineers will he employed to
correct errors of location, so as to in.
crease the usefulness of the roads, and
at the same time reduce their cost.

The sentiment for national aid i

the country. In Nebraska the Legis.
lature has declared in favor of it.
Several members of Congress from
Missourl are outspolen advocates of
the plan. In Illinols a State Commis.
#ion has been appointed to investigate
find report on national aid. In a num-
ber of other States definite action will
Pprobably be taken in the near future,

No **Grafi*

Congress Las no more widely useful
Mmeasure of donlestic legislation in
hand that i contemplated in the bill
put forward by Representative Brown.
low and Senator Gallinger to give na.
tional aid to the good roads movement.
The plan §s to make a liberal appro-
priation which will be available for
the payment of Lalf the cost of build-
ing new roads, the other half to be
paid by the State, county or local po
litleal division benefited by the f{m:
provement, The authors ef this de-
sign pointed out in addresses to the
Automobile Club that the general gov-
ernment, which has spent §2,000,000 in
the Phillppines and $1,500,000 in Porto
Rico on road building, could properly
do something In that line for the Amer.
fean farmer. As $450,000,000 has been
spent on rivers and harbors since
the Civil War, they suggest it Is time
to make facllities for land travel also
a matter of federal concern,

There §8 no doubt that the Ameri
can farmer directly, and the whole
people indirectly, would galn much by
the stimulus the good ronds move-
ment would receive from a federal
appropriation sharing with the State
half the cost of new rondways, There
is only one argument agninst putting
tu: plan quickly into effect, and that
Is the danger of opening the way to
extravagance in appropriantions and
“graft” in their expenditure. If the

fWEET PEA BEDS.

¢ worked in the spring.

FRUIT AND VEGETABLE.

Strawberries, black raspberries and
vegetables may be grown in the appld

?lant such crops too close to the treem,
I'be distance between the outside rows
and the trees thould be increased as
the latter Increase In size. The ground
should be well fertilized, thoroughly
*ultivated and every foot utilized, bu{
imple space should be left aroun
:he trees for root pasturage.

—

TEMPERATURE OF HOTBEDS.

The temperature of the hotbeds
should be below elghty degrees whepn
he seeds are planted. When the seed.
Ings are of a size to set out, which will
be In about six weeks, the ground
should be thoroughly cultivated, so
18 to kil all the weeds that may be
starting. The ground should then be
4ld off In rows cighieen to twenty
nches apart. Onlons will stand a Rreat
ieal of crowding, und some gErowers
Jut the rows as close as twelve inches
ind the plants three iuches apart ip
die rows.

A VALUAELE 9RCHARD,

In Marion County, I* ., Is a 140-acre
wehard., It contains 6900 apple trees,
id many thousund plums and pears,
Ihe peaches are set with the apples,
ind have done their best work by the
time the apples need all the room. Mr,
Ledy fertilizes well, cultivates per-
sistently, and prunes peuaches closely,
He snys that profit cowes from
juality, mot quauntity. An unpruued
tree will set from 1200 to 2000 fruits
He does not wish over 200, aud fewer
are better. Of large varieties, 130 to
160 make a bushel, and a bushel to a
tree I8 enough. This means a small
charge for picking, packing and
freight, and a big price for fancy,
quality. Mr. Ledy shipped two and
dne-half bushels to Philadelphia and
elved $4.95 gross. A upeighbor
shipped twenty bushels the same day
to same firm aud recelved $ gross,
Charges for picking, bandling, ete.,
per bushel were the same. The twenty.
bushel Jot gu—re net returnz of thirty

tents, or one and oue-half cents a
bushel. The two a one-halt cent
bushel lot netted $1.50 a bushel. Mr,

Ledy fertilizes with acld phosphate
aud muriate of potash, 410 pounds
rock to 100 pounds muriate. I'or
nitorgen he uses cow peas, crilson
tlover, ete.—Country Gentleman,

RAKZ WILL NOT CLOG.

Amonz the minor conveniences for
the garden worker is the anti-clog
rake shown in the accompanying cut,
In fmplements of this chuaracter of
the ordinary type the grass and othes
matter scraped up from the lawn ine
variably clog up the tecth of the rake,
so that the operator must stop at fre.
quent intervals for the purpose of

EEEPF THE RAKE TEETH CLEAR.

cleaning the rake so that it may be
enabled to do the work required of it
This difficulty is overcome by the use
of the attachment shown in the ace

companyin,; cut. This makes quite
a valuable addition to the rake when it
Is used for raking the grass and at
such times a8 it is wanted for other
purposes, llke turning up the soil as
it I8 frequently in smail gardeus, ¢
bar may be easily removed.

MICE INJURE FRUIT TREES.
The horticultural sectlon of the lowa
Experiment Station is in receipt of
numerous reports from various gecs
tions of the State conveying the infore
mation that during the recent period
in which the ground was covered with
Epow, many fruit trees were badly,
girdled by field mice. Such trees, if
left unattended, are very likely to dfe,
The majority of them, however, may,
be saved by covering the injured por«
tion with earth. ‘The growing layer
which lles just beneath the bark will
form a new layer of bark if it is kept
moist by banking up with earth for
two or three inches above the girdled
portion. The earth should be firinly,
tamped about the stem and pains take
en to see that it s not separated by
the tree swaying in the wind.

Another effective method of treats
ment whieh Is more trouhle, hut surer,
perhaps, I8 to wrap the wound with
broad strips of eloth coated with Erafte
Ing wax. 'The wax Is made by boiling
together four parts rosin, two parts
beeswax, one part tallow. To mnke

American people could have assurance
not to say insurance, agninst Illl‘llilll-ll'
the plan to the advantage of reckloss

legislators amd  corrupt contractors,
they would quickly orvder it carried
onut, They want no more river and
harbor grabs or public buildings steals
or rural free delivery plunder. Thore
are plenty of arguments against open-
ing the Treasury door to that Kind of
“graft”  Buat there Is no argument

against gowd roads,

Publle Romda the Veine,
“Go nhead and ouild your roads," |
snld Btuyvesant Fish, Prosident of the |
Illinois Central, at the good roads con.
vention in New Orleang the other day,
“and we will stand our share of the ex.
penser,  The railroads are the arter.
fes of this country, but the publie
ronds are the veing,” President Roose.
velt and forty Governors of States
have Indorsed the good roads move.
went,

Shipwreck Vitlitnﬂ.
During the last forty nine years nas
many as 31,271 persors perished from

rhipwreck on or nenr the coasts of the
United Kingdom. During the snme
period the number of lives snved hy

the Royal National Lif¢boat justitution
totaled 33,900,

this work effective the wound should
not be allowed to become dried out,
and no time should be lost In covering
the girdled portion, In cases where
the injury has not been too severe this
treatment may also prove ofvctive

In saving trees injured by rabbits,

In this conneetion attention is ealled
te the fact that trees may he protected
from Injury by mice by maounding up
with earth for a distance of fony or
five inches on the stem each fall, A
Inrge number of young froit trees arn
destroyed  annuaily by wmice  wiich
might be protected from Injury in this
wuy.

Women of Sinm,

There are no old maids in &iam, for
there all the girls marey, and wioman
I8 not comsidered to have nttain - I r
highest estate il she has become a
mother.  Then she has remclied the
pinnacle of honor, ‘Il ehicl wife iy
the first wife, and she mav not Lo
gold, but if her Lushand de<ive to he

rid of her he must divorce Ler ae
cording to the Inw,

Japnnese  workmen are obligrd ta
wear on tneir caps and backs an ine
seription stating their busiuess sud
thelr uployer's nawe,

The bed for sweet peas should by
prepared as soon as possible, and the
| peas planted as soon as the ground caw

archard. Care should be taken not te
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