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A New Projection For Facil-
itating Operations. in
Rough Weather.

e | AVAL authorities are
2 agreed In wishing that a
? more satisfactory method
could be found for loading

A warships with coal than
" seifasnm » 0rt for that purpose, Small-
er vessels, whose special duty it Is to
canvey supplies of fuel, often accom-

pany a fleet when the latter Is on the
way to a polnot where it is to establish
& blockade or watch for a fee. In fine
weather these colliers can come along-
slde with safety, to permit a transfer
- of thelr cyrgoes. In rough weather
there 1s dahger to both vessels in con-
fiequence of bumping sideways. Two
things mus} be considered. The coal
must be hgisted by derricks, on the
colller or warsljip, from the hold
of one ve and swung around where
it éan be lowered Into the other. Sev-
eral systems of performing the work
bave been proposed. A more unique

of the basiness Is the prevention

lateral collfyion.

‘For this second purpose an idterest-
iog suggestion hys been made by A, C.
Cunningham, a elvil engineer of the
United States Navy, In co-operation
with Willlam Beaton. Thelr idea is
to employ pumps, elther side the
coliler or the warship) to drive out Jets
of water from ho'es|in the vessel's
side in the diiection of the other craft,
In the drawing which Is Lere copled
from Eoglneering News, a jet Is rep-
regented as issuing froxn the colller.
The other arrangement' would work
equally well, of course, though it may
be questioned whether navel construe-
tors would favor making thfs apparat-
us a feature of elther a crulaer or n
battleship. Mr. Cunningham sAyS:

The author has designed an appar-
atus for use In coaling ships at sea hy
means of which vessels may safely lie
alongside each other for the purpose,
The general principles of the apparat-
as are lllustrated In the necompanying
cat. In the illnstration the jet appar-

atus Is shown us a separate installa-
tion and fittea to the collier. The cir-
culuting and bilge pumps wmay, bow-
ever, be used to produce the fet, and
the latter way be titted to the warship,
nstead of to the’ colller. )

With the apparatus projected the
ships are Lept from touckting each oth.
er, and are maintained at the required
distance apart by means of water jets,
which are the equivalent of elastic
struts. Th2 required distance between
the vessels Is secured by lines mm
between the ships, for there are
r’gld connections of any kind. It Is
not intended with this apparatus that
any appreciable laleral speed should
be produced; a tendency to separate
the vessels sufficlent to keep the con-
necting lines taut is all that is desired
or necessary.

A Nird Friendship.

The rector of Woolstone, Mr. Gllbert
Coventry, has just told me of a wild
rock dove which one of his stable hoys
had reared from the uest. It slept In
the open, however, and bad Its full
liberty. Soon the good things on the
rector’s table attracted It, and It would
appear through the open window at
meal times, tuke hot soup with much
zest, and even sip sherry from the
wineglass. At night it often slipped
In and and slept under the rector's bed,
on Its back, under the coverlet. One
Sunday morniug during the reading of
the lesson the dove flew swiftly
through an open window Into the
church and settled on the rector's
head. Broad smiles spread over the
faces of the elders, and audible titters
came from the youngsters. A gentle
touch sent the bird down to the edge
of the clerk’s desk below, where It sat
undisturbed.—Pall Mall Gazette,

THREE MEN T0 OME SPADE,

Korea is away behind the age, is, In
fact, several centuries behind. This
plcture shows the extraordinary back-
wardness of their agricultural meth-
ods. The three men are working one
spade. The spade has a handle
about eight feet long. The woodlen
bowl Is tipped with iron, and has two

straw ropes tastened to It. The man
manipulating the handle pushes the
spade luto the ground. ‘I'hen those
holding the ropes throw an Insignif-
cantly small amount of earth a dis-
tunce of about two feet. Iu the Kor-
ean fields one may often see nine men
thus employed on vae spade,

Criminals Kept In Ruspenne.

In France, when a convict is sen-
tenced to death by the gulllotine, the
day of his execution Is not nnmed in
his presence, and he know-. not when
he 18 to be led forth until within fir-
teen minutes of the fatal moment,
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GOYAZ, CHIEF OF THE
CAYAPO INDIANS.

The great army of outdoor people
everywhere will be glad to know that
Caspar Whitney, the distinguished ed.
itor of Outing, has arrived home from
his adventurous trip through South
America. Hlis journey lay through the
interior of Braxil, where he was the
of Chlef Goyas; through Para-

. the Argeatine Republic, Pata-
‘gonla, Bollvia, and across the highest
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CHIRF GOYAZ,

Audes to Chile. Mr, Whitney reports
exciting encounters with Jaguars, rev.
olutions, plagues and yellow fever, all
of which will add interest to future
vigorous articles In Outlng. This trip

completes Mr. Whitney's world wan-
derings,

THE NATIONS' ORE PRODUCT.

‘The accompanying dlagram  repre-
sents the ore product of the nntions of
the world In a very comprehensive
wanner, The column representing the

UNITt H‘Agsam

REAR-ADMIRAL JOHN G. WALKER,

The President of the Isthmian Canal Commission.

The recent appolntment of the Istlinian Canal
Beers, of which Rear Admiral Walker Is
ginning of work on the Isthmus by the

OCommission Is now engaged Io
Isthmus. Before work
Colon must be drained

studying the sanitary conditiop
can be really bepun, the towns
and supplied with water,
be dredged, bealtlful quartors for the workmen

Commission of Engl-
Chairman, marked the real be-
United States overnment. The
of the
of Panama and
the harbor at Colon must
and cold storage plants

must be bullt, and tbe problom of proper food solved. Rear Admiral Walker

will have to super /e
impoertant of ril,

all this preliminary work,

which Is, ndeed, the most
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THE ORE PRODUOT OF THR NATIONS,
United States towers above the others
llke the chimney over a mill, and yel

our nearest nelghbor, Canada, occuples
the place a* the foot,

World's Heaviest Man,

The rewmalns of Jesse Amos Bakes,
bettep kuown as “Big Billy HBonoo®
sald 0 be the heaviest man in the
world, were Interred recently at Pres
ton (Kogland) Cemetery. Baker, whe
was a pative of the United States
welghed 616 pounds. His waist raeas
urement was seventy-three (uches.
chest, sixty-nine Inches, and neck,
twenty-seven Inches. The coffin was
seven feet long and It took fourteen
wen to lower It Into the grave,

Gold Modal For Womau,

Selma Lagerlof, who has Just re
celved a gold medal for Hterary ex.
cellence from the Royal Swedish Acad-
emy, I8 a celebrated Swedish novellst
and the second woman writer to be
80 honored by the distingulshed acad-
emy, the other being Frederika Bremer,
also famous In the fleld cf fiction,

/Intelligent,

' (8. A.) Star.

A KANGAROO MESSENGER.

T seems to be a law of na-
ture that the Inaxoerienced
should suffer ridicule. All
the world cver a beginner
is considered “fair game.”

The new boy finds this out before he

_bas been many hours at school, and the

“tenderfoot” in America or the “new
chum™ in Australia is not a whit bet-
ter off than the urchin whose compan-
fons do their best to make him realise
his’ own insignificance and their im-
mense superiority.

It bappened not long ago that a
young manr went to Australia with the
intention of settling in that country.
The station he purchased was a con-

‘slderable distance from Syduey, and

part of the journey was taken by
coach. The young man secured the
hox seat, and, finding the driver an
talkative person, he
thought it a good opportunity for galn-
Ing information about the country.

The driver was quite willlng to
oblige him, and In the course of the
next hour or two related many things
which astonished him wmuch. He won-
dered how it was that the statements
80 serionsly made by the driver
seemed to afford vast amusements to
the other passengers. But this did bot
trouble him. No doubt these facts
were an old story to them, while to
him they were new and deeply inter-
esting.

He began to ask about the wild an-
imals of the country, especially about
kangaroos—were they dangerous,

“Not at all,” replied the driver, with
@ wink at a grinning friend in the rear.
“It is the easiest thing in the world
to tame kangaroos; In fact, the squat-
ters hereabouts train thera to be use-
ful in various ways.”

But the “new chum" bad caught a
aly twinkle in his companion’s ' eyes
and began to suspect.

“You think me rather green, I dare
ray ?" he remarked, with an air of cau-
tion, “but I"m not going to believe that
tale. It is a little too absurd."

“Well, sir, I'm only telllug you,” pro-
tested the mischievous driver. *“I nev-
er tamed a kangaroo myself, certain-
ly; but a friend of mine who lives not
far from here has some very intelli-
gent kangaroos. He sends one down
to meet the coach most days. I just
pitch off the mailbag, and the kan-
garoo picks it aup, pops it into her
pouch and carries it back te her mas-
ter.”

At this moment the coach rounded
A bend in the rond, and behold. in front
of them and not three yards from the
rondside was a large kangaroo seated
up on his hind legs and watching the
approaching coach exactly as if he
were there*on purpose.

Curlosity must be a strong point In
kangoroo nature, for, timid as they
are, these animals seem easily attract-
ed by any unusunl sound, and will sit
up motiouless, as If fascinated, until,
with a sudden start, they awake to a
fense of danger and are off like the
wind.

Needless to say. the merry driver
was quick to see Lis opportunity. He
drove as unear the animal as be con-
sldered prudent, and then, waviog his
long whip, he shouted:

“I've nothing for you to-day, sir;
nothing for you to-day!”

Aml, as he expected, the kanhgaroo
wheeled suddenly about, sprang over
the bushex and disappeared.

The “new chum” was dellghted.

“Bless my bheart!" he cried. “What
a wonderfully intelligent creaturs! I
never would have believed it If 1 had
not seen it myself. I should like to
have a kangaroo like that; I must
learn how to train them."”

Among the many things be learned
during the next year of his life kan-
Laroo training was not included.—New
York Weekly,

SOUTH AFRICAN GHOST YARN.
B. Fletcher Robiuson tells the story
of an army captain -a “quiet, thick-set
level-headed man, with a clear eye, n
strong will and enough common sense
to run n worning paper”—who went to
dine with some lady friends at an old
Duteh manor bhouse nt Siellenbosch,

First of all, on his arrival he was
ftartled by the appearance on  the
veranda of a huddled-up old woman,
“with a long yellow face and thin
Hps” and later on In the evening
when, after some music In the draw-
ing-room, Le returneml to the dining.
room for something he noticed that a
half-length portrait hanging on the
wall wns swayiug from side to side
with a slow, deliberate swing, and that
the eyes of the wan it represented
were watching him enviously,

Then it seemed (o the captain that a
fog or mist was rising in the room, It
erept up and up till it reached his chin,
and then, with a shiver of wild terror,
he felt two hands fasten on his throat
—hands with thin yet muscular fingers
that clutehed dyen tighter, as If grow.
Ing in strength nx they materialized,
And the man of the portrait, hanging
elear of the guthering mist, still
watched him with an evil leer. With
an offort he mgnaged to get away, bhut
ngala, as e hurried from the bouse,
he was glartled by the vision of the
old, yellow-faced woman,

On the following morning he heard
that his friends had left the house, and
that oae cf them siated that sbhe had
besn nearly strangld in the night,

Afterward the captain  discovered
that (he house had for some time been
need as a temporary hospital, and that
two of the sick who had been placed in
the dining-room bad screamed for help
durins the night, imploring their at-
tondants to take them away, as some
o3¢ had tried to choke them,

Lastly. from local iInquirles, he
iearned that the amiable gentleman
whose portrait had brought him so
strange an experience had hanged him-
aclf, about 1810, after strangling his
yonngest daughter in the dining-room.
Von Holtz was his name. and the
fegend of the tragedy is still whispered
in the district,

It is a story to.which the captain
rarely refers. But if you ask him
whether he believes In ghosts he says
“Yes!" quite simply. —Jobhanaeyburg

SNAKES IN BED.

No matter where he is, or at what
hotel bhe is stopping, Jobhn L. Carter, a
well known raliroad character of Col-
orado, always. before going to bed,
removes the covers and shakes them
thoroughiy before daring to turn {n.
That is, he does this in the season
when snakes are around. While talk-
Inxtonmportrhndslnthelohb:p
of the Savoy Hotel, Mr. Carter told a
story that explained this unusual habit
of his. . .

It was about the middie of one July
when he was at Tucumcarl, N. M.,
with a construction party of the Rock
Island road that the experience he res
counted befel him. After an unusually
hard day’s work he euntered the quar-*
ters of the engineers late at night, sc
worn out that he did not even strike
a light, but threw of his clothes and
piled himself into one of the beds
along the wall. In a few moments he
was sound asleep, but frequently dur
ing the night he was awakenéd by
what seemed to bim a moviug ridge
beneath him In the bed. He was too
sleepy to get up and Investignte, how-
ever, and anyway felt that it was only
a trick of his Imagination. Rising
early the next morning, be, as was the
habit of the men in the camp, began
the task of folding wv and putting
away the blankels on ibe bed. As he
Jerked the third one from the bed and
gave it a vigorous shake he heard a
Leavy thud on the otler side, as of
soe body striking the ground. What
confronted his eyes when he lowered
the blanket almost paralyzed him with
fear. There. all colled and ready for
battle, lay an immense prairie rattle
snake. Later, when with the ald of
some of the men about the camp who
had answered his call, he had dis
patched the reptile, he measured it
and found that it was exactly five feet
in length and as large around as a
man’s wrist. That’s why Mr. Carter
always inspects Ivis bed In the snake
season.—Kansas City Journal,

FIGHT WITH A LION. ™~

Detalls of a terrible encounter with
a lion in Mashonaland are to Land by
the last mail from South Africa. Ap
Englishman named Nicholson. aceom-
panied by his Zulu servant, sighted the
animal lying on top of a stony ridge.
With a view to testing the theory that
a lion will, if boldly approached, turn
tail and run, Mr. Nicholson advanced
until he waz about ten yards from tlie
ridge. while his Zulu made a flank
movement,

As the lion was aboui to |pring Mr.
Nicholson sent a bullet from his Snider
rifle into the lion's shoulder, and right
through Its body. With an anzres roar
of pain, the beast sprang and a Llow
from the pad of his paw sent Mr
Nlolmlsqu rolling down the slope for
some tweniy feet.

On rising he witnessed a display of
extraordinary pluck on the part of Jab,
his Zulu servant. Without the least
hesitation the native, carrying a shield
and two nssegals, made stralght for
the great brute, and when It sprang aft
him received it on the shield and
thrust an assegal inlo Its cliest. Bnt
Job fell, thongh fortunately under his
shiield. Mr. Nicholson then Jumped to
the rescne. Drawing out his clasp
knife, he severed the tendons of one
of the beast's hind legs and once more
the lion attacked him and threw him
clean over its head, )

Then it turned on the Zulu, but Mr.,
Nicholson succeeded In cutting the ten-
dons of the other hind leg. This com.
pletely disnbled the brute, which raved
and roared until Jab, who had been
roughly mauled and was covered with
blood, gave it the coup de grace with
two thrusts of his assegal. The plhucky
Zuln had to undergo repairs. Mr
Nicholson was only slight!ly dnmaged.

-London Globe,

HOW CAPTAIN CURTIS ESCAPED

A boy reader interested in Captaip
Curtis® Indian story, C»ptured by the
Navajos, bag inquired of the Hauarpers
whether the Captain himself was ever
captured by Indians. To this questior
Captain Curtis has replied as follows

“No. T was never captured by the
Indians, T am pleased to be able to aaay
No soldier ever looked forward to cap
ture by them without expecting cer
tain and sure death, with possible tor
ture, I was once in a fort which was
hesieged by redmen and realized what
I bad sometimes rend ns happening tc
army men—that wives lhave aske’
their husbauds not to allow them te
fall alive into the hands of the In
dians.  In the stress of the siege re
ferred to, when it was exceadingly
doubtful that we should survive and
all depended upon the swift arrival
of n resceulng party, Mrs, Curtis asked
me to make suech A sHromise—to save
one bullet for her should we be cap
tured. I did not make the promise—
for who could—and for forty-elght
hours suffered indescribable distress ip
trying to contrive some way of con
cealing wife and child from a relent
less and merciless foe.”

—

HAILORS FIGHT TARANTULAS.
The Ttallan bark Auvita Menotti re-
cently arrived at Philadelphin from
Buenos Ayres. Under her hatches she
had 1000 tons of hones, When the
hatehes ~ere lifted and the crew went
below they found that n horde of ta.
rantuias, centipedes and nameless
bugs were prepared to glve battle.
When the sallors began the work of
unloading the pests fought them. The
seamen armed themselves with long
strong  bones, and with  thege they
sought to beat off the tarantulas and
centipedes.  Ag fast as one tarantula
was killed another took Its place,
Several of the gseamen were nipped in
the legs, but saved from severe bites
by their sea boots. The sailors In the
hold soon became exhausted, and
others of the crew took their places,
but they could not put down their te.
nacious foes. At last the sailors
clambered out of the held, leaving the
tarantulas and their allles victors, It
was declded to kil the tarantulas and
centipedes by fumigating the hbold,
This wag done by burning sulphur,

HUNG BY ROOT ABOVE CHASM,

At Mt. Carmel, Pa., George Kelosky,
a fireman, at a colliery, on the way to
work, fell into a mine hreach 300 feet
deep. HIis full was stayed after drop-
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‘Oelered Mob Surreunded Jail.

Ancther Iynchiag was attempted at
Ohlo, last week. A crowd
of 'Negroes aurrounded the jai at
midnight to lynch Walter Fisher, col-
ored, under arrest for killing Edward
Stone, also colored. Sheriff Routzahan
had just returned from Dayton, where
he took Fisher for safe keeping. and
8¢ advised the crowd, which yeolled
back that they would get Fisher whea

he was brought back for trial.
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Colored Peddlers Protected.

At Macon, Ga., recently, a perma-
neat injunction was granted by Judge
Felton in the superior court restrain-
ing the mayor and city council er
any city employee from interfering
with Negroes who peddle for George
W. Yates, a Confederate veteran.

The ruling follows several proceed-
Ings which had been instituted against
Negroes who peddle for Confederate
veterans, it being the conteatinn of
the local authorities that no assistance
could be given tb the veterans unless
thelr employees also took out a ped-
rler's license.

Until the case Is decided upon by
the supreme court Confederate veter-
ans can employ Negroes at will.
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Negro Normal School Closes.

The closing exercises of the State
Normal School for Negroes, at Mont-
gomery, Alabamae, evidenced a splendid
condition of affairs at this well known
Institution. The total enroliment of
the year was 1.016. President Patter-
S0n says he expects it .to go far be-
yond that next session. The graduating
class consisted of Anna [.eon Brown,
J. Add Beverly, Maggle B. Morgan,
Leo J. Blount, Countess M. Harris,
Robert Dandridge, Inez v)dess Moore,
Tovell Beverly, Georgla Coleman.Wil-
llam F. Madison, Anna . Ghantt,
Thomas J. Mayberry and Burkle May
Miller. The class motto was “Your
Best Is Only Good Enough.”
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Blackmail Laid to Colored Women.

The murder several months ago of
Andrew Green, known as the father
| of Greater New York and one of New
| York’s must prominent public men,was
recalled a few days ago when sult
was brought by John R. Platt against
Hannah Elias, a colored woman, to
recover certain real estate and money
in banks held in her name. Green's
murderer, a colored man named Wil-
liams, said his victim had interfer.d to
separate him (Willlams) and Hannah
Ellas. Williams was declared Insane
and sent to an asylum. He had an-
noyed Green for some time and Green
had sald he never saw the woman Wil-
llamg referred to. It developed after
the murder that Hannah Blias had
bhecome wealthy and occupled a cost-
ly residence In Central Park, West.

Platt In his suit asks the rourt
to hold that Hannah Eliag holds prop-
erty as trustee for him on the gromnd
that money pald for the groumds and
premigses were procured from him by
“fraud, duress, coercion and bhlackmail,
without any conslderation.”

In the papers flled Platt says rhat
he is upward of eighty-thres vears
old, a retlied merchant In feeble health
and a wilower. He says that he first
met Hannah Elias, who is a bright
mulatto, prior to January, 1896; that
she represented herself 10 he a sin-

he discovered afterwards that she was
the wife of one Matthew C. Davis.
The papers go on to say that soon
after Platt formed ber acquaintance
she told him thar he had galned her
love. Platt says that these protesta-

tions of love were a scheme on her
part to enable her to coerce and b'ack-
mail bim into giving her large sums
of money.
® & »
More Colored 8chools Needed.

A Moblle, Ala., dlspatch says: The
first business of the sixth day's session
of the general asgembly of the Presby-
terlan church In the United States was
the submission of the report of the

standing committee on colored evan-
gelization.

The report was read by the chalr-
man, Dr. A, W. Milister, of Russel-
ville, Ark., and It states that more
colored schools are needed In addition

sasembly; also urges the necassify
for more llberal financial support of
the colleges already esntablished, More
white minlsters are needed also to
#pread the gospel to Negroes In the
home mission fleld, and the import-
ance of having white teachera in col
ored Sunday schools Is emphasized.

The report concludes by recommen-
ing that the gum of $156.000 he ralsed

work of colored evangelization.
‘I’he report of the special commis-
slon on education for the minlstry and

ministerial rellef was road by the
chalrman, Dr, H. G, Hill, of Max-
ton, N. C.

to the ass2mbly spoke in favor of more
ald for Stlllman Institute for colored
people.

Blder F. P. Glass, of Montgomery,
who 1s business manager of the Lioant-
gomery Advertiser, In discussing (he
report of the committee on colored
evangelization, touched the Nogro

question, saying that It was for the
Southern people alone to settle. The
churches, he safd, could ald matertally
in thoe wise settloment of the mat
Lar,
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Industrial College Commencement,
The commencemen| exercigas of tha
Gaorgia Staie Industrial Collaga for
Negro youthy at Collega, (a., oceur-
red the past wook. Tho various ad-

ping ten r by the root of a tree, to
which he L. .¢ until & number of men

formed a buman cbain and rmw:

‘Illm.

dreasos ware of the vory highest ordaer

nd in some respects will makn an

epoch In tho history of thae college.
Dr. H. 8. Bradloy, pastor of Prin-

to the four recelving support from the |

gle woman of Spanish blood, but that |

l

during the year for carrylng on the |

Three of the four colored delegates |

[ 1ty Church, Atlanta, delivered oue of
the most profound and eloqueat
Speeches ever delivered on the col-
lege grounds. His subject was: “Altru-
lam.” In selecting such a subject he
Pald the highest possible™ complimeat
to the mental caliber of the colored
people and the close attentioa which
the audience gave the divine showed
plainly how bighly his remarks were
ap and showed, oo, that he
had not overrated his hearers.

In trealing this subject of altrulam
he showed that service for humanity
Was In no way limited to race or
clime, that all men are brethren, all
must help each other. The college
seems to have always Leen a favorite
with distinguished white southerners.
In the past years many persons, hoa-
ored throughout Georgia, have, at va-
rlous times, addressed aundiences at
the college and have given strong
evidence of the great Interest which
the southern white man feeis in the
efforts put forth by the Negro to better
his condition. Among the great names
whose voices have been heard In the
college chapel have been the follow-
ing: General Clement A, Evans, Dr.
Jobn D. Hammond, Judge S, B. Ad-
ams, Hon. Even P, Howell and
others.

Consldering the great amount of dis-
cussion respecting Negro suffrage and
what was the attitude of Prasident
Abraham Lincoin on this subject, it
fa very timely and interesting to have
brought forward just at this (ime a
letter of President Lincoln to Michael
Habn, the first free state governor of
Louisiana.

The leiter Is owned by John M.
Crampton of New Haven, Conn. ‘Lhe
latter is In fine condition conside.ing
its age, and the handwriting is so0
Z00d that the lefter Is read easily.
It Is entirely in the hand of President
Lincoln. While it has appeared aa
one of the Important state papers
of Lincoln, but comparatively few have
had an opportunity of seeing the orgi
nal. Just at this time the lette rig
doubly interesting on account of the
policy pursued In the south in disfran-
chising the Negro. The letter was
sent o Governor ['ahn at 2 time when
& convention was to be held for (ho
purpose, among other things, of o
fining the elective franchisge Suggesting
that the Negro be let in. Michaal
Hahn was noi a “carpet bageer.” but
& pative of Ne wOrleans. He wns a
strong opponent of secession, and after
the war, in February, 1864, was elact.
ed governor of Lonisiana under a peon-
lamatlon by General Banks, the mili-
tary governor. ‘I'he now constiimion
conferred upon the legisl ture the pow
er to grant the righr of suffrac . (o
Negroes and to place the Negro on an
equal footlng with the whit s betoro
the law. The letrer is as follows:

(Private.)
Executive Mansion,
Washington, March 13, 1sGf.
Hon. Michael Hahn.

My Dear Sir: | congratulate you
on baving fixed your name In history
as the first free state governor of ‘l.mp
Islana. Now you are about to navo
a convention. which, among olhor

things. will probably define the olact.
tive frapchise. [ barely suggest for
your private consideration, whothor

some of the colored people may net
be let in—as, for Inatance, the very
Intelligant and especially those who
bave fought gallantly lo our rancs.
They would probably help in some try-
lng time to come to keep the jewal
of liberty within the family of freeidom.
But this s only a suggestlon not to
the publie, but to you alone.
Youra truly,
A. LINCOLN.

“WHIBTLERS"”

OF THE AIR.

Bong of Rirds Gave Rise to Quaint En
glish Superstition.

In some parts of England peculiar
whistling or yelping noises are heard
in the air after dusk and early in the
morning before daylight during the
winter months. Sometimes, however,
the nolse is described as beautiful
sonnds like music, high up in the alr,
which gradually die away. The gon
eral bellef is that the "seven whis
tlers,” as they are called, are the
foretellers of bad luck, disaster or
death to some one in the locality. It
fs a very anclent superstition. Both
swifts and plovers have been suggest:
ed as the “whistlers.” It may Dbe

j noted that plovers are traditionally
| supposed to contain the sonls of thos»

who asasisted at the crucifixion, and
In consequence, were doomed to float
In the air forever. Really. the “whia-
tlers” are widgeon or teal, as they flit
from their feeding grounds, a passage
alwr v made under cover of darknest
In Shropshire the sound Is descrihod
as resembling that of many larks sing
Ing, and the folklore of both Shron
shire and Worcestershire says: “They
are seven birds, and the six fly abon!
continually together looking for the
teventh, and when they find bim the
world will come to an end.”

A Leaf for a Tant.

What trees bear the largest leavos?
An Enpglish botanist tells us that it In
thoso that belony to the palm family.
First must be mentioned the Inaja
palm, of the banks of the Amazon, the
leaves of whch are no less than 50 faet
In length by 10 to 12 in width. Cer-
tain leaves of the Ceylon palm attain
a length of 20 feet and the remarkable
width of 16. The natives use thrm
for making tents. Afterward comos
the cocoanut palm, the nsual length
of whose leaves Is about 30 feet. The
umbrella magnolia of Ceylon bears
leaves that are so large that a singlo
one may sometimes serve as a shel-
ter for fiftewn or twenty persons.

Chile and Her Nitrate.

It 13 a queer state of things that
the national existence of a country
should depend on nne of that coun
try's products, but this is the case in
Chile, whera nitrate of soda consti
*utes three-fourths of the export trado
An expert, in summing up the eitua
tion, says that at the present rate
f consumption the supply of nitrate
wiil be exhaustad In twenty years, and
that then Chile's life as a natlon muy!
conda, unless something that is now
uwnexpactad shonld occur,




