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Agriculiurel
Mr. Edtor,~In ghe May number of

your periodical, there is a brief editorial,
whereio you observe tha?mu are requested
« by several Agricultural Societies, to in.
vite the planters of the several Parishes (and
Districts too I suppose) of this State, and
of ourdifferent Agricultural Societies, to ap-
int delegates to meet in Convention, at
umbia, during the first week of the ses.
sion of our Legislature, to take into consid-
eration the agricultural condition of our
State, and to present to the Legislature
such a memorial as will bring prominently
to their view the necessity of enacting cer
tain laws for the advancement of the same ;”
and ove of your correspondents, ¢ A Rea.
der,” has eatered warmly into anadvocicy
of the measure. Weall agree, no doubt,
as to the objects contemplated, and I pre-
sume there is little or no diffecrence as to
the means necessary in accomplishing the
end , but if:i discussion any information
can be elicited which would facilitate the op-
eralions of the Coavention, it should not be
withheld. Under thisimpression, and with
the hopeof drawing out some writer better
fitted 1o the task, I forward you this com-
muoication.

Some ten or twelve years since, the Agri-
cultural Society of South-Carolina was orga-
nized, and like the Mammoth Society * for
the advancement of lsarning,” was to have
worked miracles ; but to unliken this and
many other bantli before it a~quired
that age which woald enable 1t to leave the
cradle it was desiined 10 sleep “ the sleep
of death.”

The second step in the State, [ have
heard of, to procure legislation, in aid of ngri.
culture, was the petition of the Monticello
Planters’ Society in 1387, suggesting the
benefits that would result from an agricul-
tural survey of the State; from the intro-
duction of agricultural school books into the
common schools of the country ; from the
establishment of an agricultural- professor.
ship in the South-Carolina College ; and
from agricultural societes and hbraries.
That petition embodied arguments shewing
in detail the advantages that would follow

the adoption of all or any of these plans,
- pnd sustained itself in the contrast it held
up of the more laudable action of other
States of the confederacy in connexion with
this subject, designed as the document, was,
throughout and altogether, to meet in ad-
vance the extraordinary question so often
propounded by legislators—what can be
dene ?

‘T'he fate of that memorial is recorded in
the Southern Agriculturist, wvol. xi., No. 5.
Its destiny was quite as remarkable, if not
more so than the next move on the chess.
board. [Io 1838, the Beaufort Agricultur.
sl Society, the Monticello Planters’ Society,
and sundey citizens of Marion District, pre.
sented theirseveral petitions ; and unless
I greaily err, on motion to that effuct, they
were all laid on the table as undeserving
the consideration of the high public func-
tionaries, the political magnates who crowd
our representative. chamber. The Chief
Magistrate, however, in his message of
November 27th, 1838, it appears, had re-
commended a geologi=al survey of the State,
sad suddenly membersresvlve that it is an
affair of great moment. When the year
before an agricultural survey was prayed
for by the planters, which, besides embrac-
ing the agricultural statistics of the com-
monwealth also included an examination
into i's geological and mineraiogical resour-
ces, the representatives then acted asif to dis.
cuss such a petition was an unpecessary
cousumption of time ; but when, in 1838,
the Executive suggests the propriety of a
mere geological survey,* a change comes
o’er the spirit of their dreams,” and the
thing must not be overlooked. According-
ly the Committee on Agriculture, to whom
this portion of the message was assigned,
after some deliberation, submitted a favora-
ble report, and [ now take the occasion to
say that the resolutions appended to their
Report were in every way worthy the Chair.
man, whose zeal in the cause of agriculiure
is equalled by many, but surpassed by few.
The Report and Resolutiens of this Commit.
tee were not pressed, for obvious reasons,
though as [ understand are to be called up
in December for such action as repr sen.
tatives may deem advisable. Now, from
this exhibit of facts, it certainly shows ex.
ceeding great perseverance on the part of
the Monticello Planters’ Society, that in
March last they should have passed a reso-
Jution, to be found in your Jeurnal, vol. xi.,
No. 4, whereby a Committee is constituted
“to again in Dncember the mem-
orial presented at the last session of the

eeeding sixteen lines,
inserted for one dollar the first time, and fifty

judge of the fature by the past, can we an-
ticipate any good from their presei
By this rule, I appre
this is, the most ostensible way through
which planters are to be heard ; but to carry
out the objects of the Convention, something
more must be done, The D-legates must
meet the Committee on Agriculture in thé
Committee room, and if required, be pre-
pared to furnish that Committee with a

h drafi, or the outlines, of a bill to be in-
troduced into the Legislative hall, present-
ing at large, the specific waats of the agri.
cultural community ; they must be able to
give legislators correct information asto the
past ; condition of our vgriculture,
and finally so arrange,

, that through yeas
and nays, we shall have it completely in our
power to comr.end or correct.

There exists unhappily throughout this
State a scarcity of agricultural records, agri-
cultural references,and agricultural infor.
mation ; and I am assured this was one of
the obstacles which defeated suitable action
last winter on the merits of the geological
survey. If copies of the agriculural sur-
vey of Massachuset's, as made by the Rev,
Mr. Coleman, had been circulated in this
State, I have lictle doubt they would have
been of more segvice to our agriculture than
all the memorinfs relating to husbandry that
have ever been submitted to our Legislative
council. With duedeferenceto you, I'll go
a liule farther, and affirm that it 18 not yet
too late for you to republish so valuable a

authorized the survey. The planters as
well as their dulegates wanted to be put in
possession of this sort of information ; they
want facts like those to be discovered in this
volume of the Southern Agriculturist No.
5, p 268, and it is desirable such selections
will hereafter be more frequent.

Public attention is awakening to the great
and paramount interests of agriculture, and
our planters generally are beginning to dis-
cover that book-plaminﬁ and folly are not
synonymous terms. Many of our most va-
luable citizens have been driven by State
policy to seck their bread in the more fer-
tile regions of the West; and the State,
which might long since have prevented such
a disastrous condiion of affairs, has suff-red
her energies and resources to remain dor-
mant. How long shall wesabmit to a policy
sodestructive and ruinous? Vaggo.

On the Rearing and Feeding of Catile. |
In our island, where the domestic ani.
mals enter so largely into the article of hu.
man food,a great part of the farmer’s at.
tention must be devoted to-the rearing of
them to the degree of perfection their ulti-
mate use requires ; for every labor bestowed
onany kind of cultivation and every article
the farmer produces by the application of
that labor tends to the same result—the pro.

the introduction of green crops,a very im-

perfect systen of rearing prevailed, from

want of succulent food for winter ; grass

fed animals could only be brought to market,
and if kept through winter they lost during
that timethe degree of condition tuey had
acquired during the summer, for hay and
straw if used in profusion will not rear or
feed the animals quickly and profitably.—
The cultivation of green crops has com.
pletely altered the whole system, and has in.
wroduced an cntire revolution, both in the
cultivation of the land, and in the manage-.
ment of the lomestic animals, a better and
more regular supply of food has been ob-
wined, and a vast adJition to the number
and quality of every article produced on the
farm. An improvement in the supply of
food carried along with it corresponding
improvements in the animals themselves,
and on no point of rural economy has more
=kill and exertion been shown, or more per-
severing industry exercised, than we have
witnessed by many breeders in this king-
dom, in improving the qualities of the ani-
mals, by intermixing and engrafiing the
properties of the one on the other, 8o as to
develope and bring forth those qualities for
the use of man. Our breeds of catile are
numerous, but the various crosses and rem-
nants of old breeds need not be enumerated,
and they may be reduced to the few breeds
that are now most approved. and from which
we may choose for any situation in the
kingdom. For all rich soils and favored
situations, the Durham breed or short horns
are preferred, and the long horns are still
kept by many excellent cultivators. The
Herefords and short horns seem nearly bal-
anced in merits, if we may judge from the
prizes awarded them. For inferior lands
we have the Devon breed, not surpassed
by any catile in the kingdom, and besides
we have multitudas of nondescript animals,
that do not fall under any class, but which
are yet much used in all parts of the king-
dom. In Scotland, where great numbers
of cattle are reared and exported, the native
breeds are three—the Ayrs .ire, which are
evidently allied to the Yorkshire breed—
the Gulloways, or polled blacks, and the
West Highland breed of horned black, shag-
gy-haired animals, which are found, with
some little variation, all over the Wes.
tern and Northern Highlands of Scot.
land. Great numbers of these ani.
mals are fed in England ; and an opin-
ion is entertained, and my own experiznce
goes far in support of it, that these moun.
tain cattle pay more money per head and
per acre, than any of our fine breeds, after

3

Legislature ; and to farnish very elaborate-
ly, not oaly the mode by which the object
is to be accomplished, but also, a full detail
of all the advances tha might a-crue there.
from (0 the community at large.” Though
you pile your memorials mountain-high, 10

tation 1
hend pot. [tis true,

pamphlet, together with the bill itself, which+

ductioa of food for man and beast. Before | posed
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all the improvements that have been made.

commands a higher price in the market. In
bringing cattle ?orward to the state when
they are disposed of to the consumer, farm-
ers have adopted two methods ; some pre-
fer to breed and feed on the farm,a num.
ber that they can support, and others to buy

early a number they can afford to feed.—

he preference given to either of the two
methods would seem to be, or should be,
determined by locality and other circum-
stances, yet caprice and fancy would seem
to do much, for it is hard to conceive how
two farms adjoining each other should be
suitable to different modes, except in the
bare opinion of the farmer, or how :wo
breeds of animls can be most profitable ia
similar cases, except in opinion only. [In
many situations the dlﬁ.’e.r‘eum to be obeer-

versity of opinion prevails in other places
for it affords a ready market for our moun-
tuin breeds, which, if the case was other.
wise, might not be so profiable. In
choosing a native breed the farmer will be
guided by the quality of the woil, the food
he can produce, and by other circumstan-
ces, and much will depend on his owa
fancy ; but if he prefer to buy in rather than
breed, it will be found that the Scotch poll-
ed and Wes! Highland breed will pay more
money than any other. A very general
mistake is committed in not allowing them
sufficient time on the land, 1 order to feed
—not less than eighteen months should be
allowed, or twelve in cases where they have
been bought in good condition. Green
crops being now kaown to us, which il duly
cultivated will afford succulent food during
winler, it is understood that no farmer neg-
lects providing a sufficient quantity if he
wishes .0 rear and feed profi'ably, not only
with regard to the profits of the animal itself,
but to the manure rased for the future bene.
fit of the farm. But notwithstauding the
long acknowledged profits of these crops,
and also of improved breeds of stock, we
find great peglect prevail on both points ;
for if we look into Smithfield, or any other
market, we find the improved animals bear
a small proportion to the others ; farmers
yet persst in breeding very unthrifty ani.
mals, and for want of green crops they are
bred and starved upon a system. In many
cases, however, we find both breeding and
feeding carried on systematically and profit-
ably, with due attention to the profits expec.
ted from the animal itself, 'rom the auen-
tion und food bestowed, and also to the fu
ture benefits expected from the system.
Cow.sheds shoutd be provided with calf-
pen» adjoining, under the same roof, where
the calves are confined in separate apart.
ments for one animal, and floored with
boards, pierced with augur holes that they
may lay dry and comfortable. From these
apartments they are brought twice or thrice
a day to be suckled, by a halter, and tied
when sucking, to a rope extending along the
cow-shed. Sucking is always to be prefer-
red to nursing by the rail ; when milk is ex-

much of the valuo is jos, tho guseous
fluids go off by evaporation, and the ap-
pearance of the calves nursed by the two
methods is a sufficient decision. Suckling
is awtended with less 'rouble, and an ex-
perienced cowman will soon be able to
judge of the proper quantity to be allowed
them. From January to June is the proper
time for weaning—early calves maintain-
ing a decided superiority, unless greater en.
couragement be afterwards afford-d to the
later ones, In situations where fattening
for veal is found profitable, both weaning
and fatiening go on together ; and even
where cheese and butter are manufactured,
all the three may be easily managed, by al-
lotting & number of cows for sucklingand a
number to be milked for the dairy. Calves
fed for veal must not be restricted in the
quantity of milk ; for weaning, they must
be allowed such a quantity as will keep
them always in a sleek and thriving condi.
tion, without feeding them, for any fat pro-
duced at that time would be lost. An or-
dinary cow would feed four calves for veal,
or make veal of two, and wean three, much
depending on the milky nature of the cow,
and on the quality of the pasture. The va-
rious substitutes for milk that have been
puffed abroad among farmers have all
proved an utter fallacy, only supplying the
farmer with a few pounds of butter and
cheege at the expense of the animal. They
never fail in producing a large belly and
offal, and infallible mark degeneracy and
bad keep, in any animal, and in no case
have we been yet able to improve upon
what nature has provided t. e mother with
in nursing her offspring. During that time
the mother should form the chief object of
vur attention. ;

In the moath of May, when the weather
has become warm, and the young grass
has sprung, the earliest calves will be turn-
ed out into a grass paddock of fine pasture,
provided with water and shelier, and con~
venient to the homestead, and where they
can be suckled twice a day. The cows’
pasture should be adjacent if ‘possible, and
also well provided with water and shelter,
and laid down or improved for the purpose.
The paddock for the calves may consist of
one or two acres, and an orchard suits very
well, the fruit trees affording shelter from
the heat and amusement in rubbing. A
shelter shed is indispensable, with a dry,
well littered bottom, and may be so con-
trived, as to suit for lambing the ewes in
the spring, which business will be conclu.
ded before the calves are turned out. The
ewes lying all night in the paddock, will be-
stow a good top dressing, which must be

The cost of production is small, and the beef

atrefided to by rolling, At the age of 16
weelisthe calves will be ready to goto the
field, the quantity of milk having

| been gradually reduced as the calves learn.
ed to eat the grass, As they are removed
fronfthe paddock the next oldest ones are
turned out from the calf.pecs, and when the
weaning season is near & close, as many of
the Iatest calves as the paddock can main.
ﬁ' remain in it for the season, to be
r at hand for receiving some better en.

_ ment to raise them to an equality
with the oldest. Nothing more dizzgum
a herd of cattle than to see them of different
sizes and qualities, and colors, and in many
cages of different breeds, shewing a great
tofskill in the breeding, and of care

‘and attention in the nursing ‘and rearing.—
Afier the weaning season is over, the milk
for the remainder of the season may be ap-

marked, and itis very fortunate that the E ter and cheese, as situation may dmhﬁ'w

places where these articles are the staple
produce, the weaning of calves will beon a
small scale ; but on these farms some are
weaned, to which the above observations
will equally apply.

When the calves are removed from the

home paddock, the best pasture on the farm
will be given them, well water:d and shel-
tered if possible ; in many cases the latter.
math of a hay crop answers well. When
fields lie in permanent grass, a shed with a
view 10 permanency may be erected in each
field at a very trifling cost, and may be so
contrived as to suit both cattle and sheep.
Where the alternate system of farming pre-
vails, a corner where the plough does o
strike may be got, and a very us-ful shelter
erected. Cattle of'an age should pasture
together, and the smaller the lots the better.
By the end of October, the approach of
cold weatner will render necessary the re.
moval of the cattle to the home yard. Ev-
ery farm is, or ought to be provided with a
number of yards suited to its size and to the
quality of the soil, the bottoms level with that
of ‘he shelter.shed raised above that of the
yard, to throw the moisture outwards, that
the cattle may lie dry ; cribs for ho!ding the
roots given to the catile are ranged along
thesub-division walls, and sometimes placed
in the shelter.shed under cover ; the mos!
approved are of a square shape, with a lat-
ticed bottom which allows all moisture to
escape, Buildings of stone and ime have
been erected along the walls, but they hold
water and sludge very much ; wood is clean.
er, and where used the bottom planks should
be perforated with ho'es (0 discharge e
water. Troughe of stone, of wood, or of
cuwt-trom ave placed ncross the provision.
walls, 80 as to supply two yards; and the
water is conveyed in pipes from & pump, or
supplied by ball cocks and pipes from a
cistern placed alofi for that purpose, in some
house of the farmery, and to which the wa-
ter is raised by a forcing valve in the yard
pump. - Turaips are now mostly given ina
cut state, and where straw is rank and
abundant, it may be cut to shorrer lengths,
which will render it more manageable and
easier of reduction.
W70 hioeo yarde peoperly furnished, the
cattle are put in lots of ages and sizes, vary-
ing ia numb r from 8 10 7 whon feeding ;
young cattle may be kept in greater num-
bers. Most feeders now prefer the open
yard to housing, though on turnip farms, a
feeding house is very necessary where a
few choice animals may be fattened, or a
few inferior ones may be brought more
quickly to perfection. = Fresh straw should
be put frequently into the racks, and cab-
bages are a very proper article to begin the
feeding of young stock for the first winter.
These and lurnip tops are given once, of
better if iwice a day, and continued through
the winter—if they fail, potatoes and beets
are given in moderate quantities, 50 a8 to
keep the young animals in a sleek and
thriving condition, without any tendency to
gorge them, or induce them to nauseate
their food, They should always show a
keen appetitv, and seem able to eat more
than is given. The yards are frequently
littered, thinly at a time, 30 as to keep them
dry and comforable, and also mix the ma-
nure properly. The straw racks are shifted
often that the straw may not lie dry around
them, and the yards are of such a size as
will admit of the cattle treading, dunging,
and watering on every part. A very com-
mon error prevails on this point, the yards
are much 100 large, the straw lies dry and
uomixed in many parts, and the good dung
lies huddled together in other places. Space
sufficient for the cattle to move about freely
for air and exercise is quite enough, due
regard being had to warmth in the shelter
shed. An equal mistake with too much
space lics in making the yards too small.

In the month of May of each year the
pasture fields will be ready for stocking,
when the different sizes and ages will be
arranged by the best judgment of the farmer.
In October of each year, the cattle will be
turned into the fold yards and fed with am-
ple allowances of rootsand straw, and with
the yards kept dry and comfortable. As
the cattle iccrease in age, the fewer num-
bers must be put together in one yard, and
during the third and fourth winter they will
be fed off and sold, I have recommended
all calves to suck the cow for veal or for
weaning, and I now mention that the treat.

its growth generally stamps its future dis-
tinction. If it be stinted in the quantity or
in the quality of the food, future pampering
will not recover its lost gtowth, and if it be
well fed during the first year, and attaia 8
goeod size,
will have much less effect.

ment of any animal during the first year of

indifferent treatment afterwards
Ifa calfbe u;eil

suckled, great attention is necessary during

the fitst winter that it receive such treat-
ment as will carry it forward, and that it
does not lose in that time what it gained
the previous summer, This result often
happens from want of winter food of roots,
for though hay and straw be in profusion,
they nover can supply the place of green
ero,

ttle when feeding must have a full sup-
ply of food, but not to pall their appeti
which must always be keen and in full ac-
tion. The food previously given them should
be clean eaten up or nearly so before any
more is auppliacf and the cribs regularly
cleaned out and every filth removed. The
first feed of cut turnips, or beets,
is
long before

time for the catle to eat the whole during
day light, as any accidents from hoving or
have a better chance of being scen
a ‘A'dry bed in the shelter
shed and in any part of the yard during dry
weather, is indispensible.

Opinions differ asto the most profitable
age of feeding our best breeds of cattle. My
own experience agrees with the opinion ex-
pressed by Earl Spencer, one of our high.
est authorities, that the age of four years
scems the most advaniageous, as:he most
likely to secure the utmost weight of the
ammlal, and to avoid unnecessary expendi-
wre in trying to obtain more bulk, and also

!

befure the animal had reached maturity. I
have observed that a great part of our cattle
are starved on system-=they are grazed
and gain something in summer and lose it
in winter. The miserable appearance of
young siock both in the yard and in the
fields sufficiently support this opinion, and
the case will not be men.led till green crops
are more extensively cultivated. We know
plants adapted | may say to almost every
soil, and it only remains to cultivate them.
la order to pruduce a y well fed
?nd ng anim:fl. it must be gradually fed
rom the day ofits birth, keeping
which will keep the body i:, agtz:l!:'-ng con-
dition and fuli of juices, and also produce
that mixture of fat and lean so necessary to
constitute beef of quality, Hence
arises the well furnished animal in the hands
of the butcher, and from the sturving sys-
tem is owing the bad quality of much of our
animal food, for unless the animal be wel:
futtened and regularly, the lean is dry and
wholly wanting in juices which can only be
imparted by a ripe staie. _The at
I¢ast of our cattle in market are not faf,
they are starved in early years, and then
for a short time they are tied 10 a stake and
gorged with food 10 ;mduee an appearance
quickly, and sold off’ to save expence, and
hence arises the badly furnishing animal m
the hands of the butcher. An animal al.

ually and profitably, the dung is of more
value, and when the age of fatiening off ar.
rives, a small application of more food con.
cludes tho process. A greater number
of cattle is often kept on a furm than it can
maintain profitably—an erroncous policy
but very common.

1 bave observed that where a farmer
chooses partly or wholly to follow the buy-
ing system in place of breeding, it will be
found that our small mountain breeds will
pay more money than any other. In most
cases too short a time is allowed them to
+feed, for the natural propensity to fatten has
not been in them any way improved by
bmediu;g or keeping, and in that respect
 they differ from our new breeds. They are
mos:ly fed very poorly in their youth, ond
when lnnsponegotz rich pastures, fat can-
not be laid instantly, but in course of time
if in fair condition, a year will be sufficient,
but if bought in a lean state from droves,
they should be on the ground for 18 months,
fed the first winter on half the full allowanca
of green food, well grazed the following
summer, and fed off the ensuing winter,—
This is gradual feeding and indispensible if
we wish for beef. The age should be
four or rather five years when slaughtered.
Oil cake, bean, and barlev medl, oats,
and other articles bave been used in the
feeding of cattle, but ex

since proved that I.:fu::: farmer will only try
to raise potatoes, cabbages, and turn.
ips in qﬁlhy. he need no l::gniiule, except
in case of a failure of the above crops.—
Straw alone is required for litter, and for
the cattle to eat a little when inclined.—
British Farmer’s Magazine for July.

From the Journal of the American Bilk Society.
Cecooneries in the United States.
We have been repeatedly called on for

information as to what is really doing in the

silk business in the United Siates, fol.
ing statemeat will probably be satisfactory
to the public, and may possible serve to
quiet the nervous excitement of certain per-
sons and in' relation to the “morus
multicaulis speculation.” We only regret we
could not obtais a complete list. We sin-
cerely believe there arv five times as many
cocooneries in the country as we have en.
umerated ; but even the present list will
serve to shew, that the morus multicaulis
trade is no ¢ humbug,*and that the silk busi-
ness is an object worthy of national regard,
rather than a fit subject for sneers and jests.

The cocoonery and silk factory of the
society at Economy, Beaver county, Penn.

under the management of Mr. Rapp, is en-

It is a'pioneer establishment. In 1833, they
had progressed so far as to manufacture
silk vesuag of beautiful and excellent qual-
ity, silk ; handerchiefs, and various other
kinds of goods. The writer of this was

given by break ‘_ofdax,‘ and the lest so| There
o 8 il allos

the loss by slaughtering at too early an age, | ery

ways in good condition is fattening grad. | Presen

perience has long | 2MON8

titled to the credit of being first on the list. |

and haokerchief of their tanulietore, i
1832. At the present lime they are man.
ufacturing all kinds of silk and X
ey lmige g
ustii '

mg'&p-. &c. &c. all from cocoonsof

their own raising.

M. Cobb’s cocconnery, at Dedham, Mas-
sachusetts, is probably next to that at Econo=
my in age and extent. Mr. Whitmarsh's;
a company, at the samte place, ere be
to be the most extensive in New
Mr. Timothy Smith has a coconery st Ame
herst, Massachusetts, and has madesilk ex.
or sit years®

: €0

=3

at Poighkeepsie, and other places in thes
state, from which we have no

The Messrs, Cheney, and Mr, Gummere
at Burlington, New Jersey, huyp extensive
cocooneries, as also have Mr. Hag-
Ichurst, and Mr. Joseph White, of Moust
Holly, and Messrs. Jones & Yorke, of Sas
e Poonoylvanis, M. Physick ..m.:’
n Pennsylvania, Mr. )

, at Germantown, is first on the list
the Rising Sus,
to feed a million

extent. Mr. Maupay, at
has a cocoonery adapted
of worms, Mr. Lioyd, and M
& Leedom, inor near Phila
various other mdwduw
the vicinity, have © rai

worms.- At Doyleston, Messrs, 5. H. An,
derson, S. Dubois, D. Byrnes, M '
apt. Donnalson, age ¢

g

fore us,
Hil , at the same plao
by Hl’.s. CI mh to .

odete a million of worms ; 100,000 were fod
thera the present season. Near E
Penn. Mr. James Swain is erecting s’ cos

i

cco walculated 19

Deaver chiy, Deaver , Teut, eIl L.
merous others in the state, but of which
have no pariiculars.

In Delaware, there is & sitk
Wilmington, which has recently erecied a
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