handsome flight of steps }mdln.g frowa the
Birdecase walk, St. Jame’s Park to the
Duke of York’s Column ; mt:s making the
fourth or fi.h experiment within a few hua.
drud years of each other.—Nat. Iate!,

GxapvatioN Biu——Mg. Carncun’s Re-
MARKS.

In Senate January 15, 1839—0a the en-
grossment of the bill [or graduating the
price of public lunds. .
Mr. Calhoun said: 1 have uo desive,

Mr. President, to reiard, in the smallest d2

gree, the final action of the Senate oa this

bill ; and in order 10 avoid unnecessary
consumption of time, [ intend to stute, as
coucisely as possibic, my Views of the

proper policy to be pursqm.! n ‘re:-;r_-:u:‘u o

the public lands lying within t::c(lum s of

the new States ; and my reasoas ior voling
auaiast the engrossment of this bil.

I shall begin with premising hiat T am
under strong convicliods, both from obser-

-

vaiion and reflection, that we have arrived |

at the period when an en ire revolution of
our laad system, as far as it is_applicable
to those Siates, is unavoidable. They have,
in fact outgrown the system. Siace its first
adopiion, they have come inlo existence,
have puswd throngh a state of infancy, and
have uow arrived at manhood. The system
which was wiscand just at fies’y is neither
wise nor just applied 1o them in their chan.
ed condition.

‘We have heard much, Mr. President, in
the present discussion, about the growth
of the new States; but, il [ moy judge from
thie various measures proposed on the pres-
ent occasion, we have neither realized its
rapidity, nor the unavoidable changes inour
land system which must follow m its train.
‘Their wonderfull grow:h is, 1 :deed, one of
those realities almost beyond ilie grasp of
imagination. Wheu | go back twenty-seven
~years, to the period whea [ first became a
member of the other House, and compare
what the new Stutes then were, to what
they are, [ am lest in wonler and amaze-
ment. Their growth is without example.
There is nothiag like itin history. At thai
time there was but a single new Stae,
(Ohio ) I exclude Kentucky, Tennessec,
and Maine, ail of which have been admited
swce the udoption of the Constitution, and
limit iy remarks (o those which have since
-sprung up on the public Jomain.

Ohio had then but one Representative in
the other House, Jeremiah Morrow, an
honest and sensible man, who was at that
time at the head of the Committee on Pub.
lic Lands, and had the confidence of the
House so completely that his voice was the
law on all subjects connected with them.—
So little interest did they, at that time, excite.
T'here were then thirty-two Senators in all,
of whicir Obio had, of course, two; that is,
the one sixteenth of the whole. In the
clectoral college she had three votes, which
made her weight about the one-fiitieth in
that body—a weight scarcely fell or esti.

mated in the political movements of the |

day.

guch, at that time, was the infant and fee-
ble condition of the new states. Since then,
in a period but little exceeding that allotted
to a single generation, to passover tuc stage
of life, how wonderful the change! Instead
ofonv, as then, there are now nine new
States ; and in the place of two Scnators
in thirty.iwo, we now have eighteen in fiity-
two ; making, instcad of one-sixtcenth,
more than a third of the whole ; and already
three Tenitories, Florida, Wisconsin, and
lowa, are stroggling for admissico. When
admitied. which must be shortly, there will
then Lo swelve now States, with twenty-four
Senators in fifiy-six, which will iccreuse
their relative weight in this body to three-
sevenths of th> whole.

Bu: as wonderfuias | as been the increase
in this body, it will be stll more so, afier
the nex: census, 'n the other. It will be
taken next year, and a 1.ew apportionment
of the members will be made under the
Constitution ; when, instead of a single
member, being less ihan one in @ huadred
as was the case twenty.seven years ago,
the representation of the new States will
tifen stand to the old, at least, as forty to
six'y, or two-fiths of the v hole, as calcula.
ted by afriend familiar with the subject,
and in wiiose accuracy [ have entire coofi.
donco. The new Sates having, as they
will then, threc.sey cibs o ihis, and two- fifths
in the other Liouse, wil, of cuirse, have a
reiulwve weiglht in the electorul colleg-, or
thesame thing in a choice of a President,
compouuded of the two, that is, five.twelfihs
of t:.= whole:  So much for the past.

Now if we turn to the future, we shall
nd he cause of amazing growth so far
ro =ag exbausted or weakened, is act.
iug wio wcreased loree, aud urging” for.
wars he growth of those States wit, ac.
celerated, iustead ofa decreasng, velocity ;
50 1uch so, tat the past changes in the
iésiventy.seven years will appear as noth.
fage vowipured with what wiil take place in
tie seatoacnty seven, unless some unfore-
soccuirenc? shouid nwerveae to letard
their progress.  Ifmy memory serves me,
population, twenty-seven years ago,
wis aboul seven mllions ; and our annual
w ‘rease then, that is, the excess of births
over deaths, including emigration, about
two hundred thousand, estimating our
growth at three per cent. compound. Since
then, our population has increased not less
than unine millions, making the presem
-probably about sixteen ; which on the same
vata, wiil make our annual iucrease at this
time but little short of half & mullion; the
greaier part of which will find their homes
w the new Siates.

I will ot enier inio o m'nute calculation
as 10 the cffiets of this great increase on the

ali

our

relative weight of the new and old Siates at |
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| to con gysem, 1o, sir!

| bo'der question, wi/l it te practicable? And

i 1f not practicably, world it be 1is2 (0 stong
\ale to continne it (i overthrows by the for
of unqvoilubi: and irresistidle causes!

!

ask, what would be the eil cis of such a
'sirugeie ? Would it not beto excite, i the ; 1ol ; .

=c L and more easily wlojoed than any other, 1
exanined it vath an selnuion ty embrace | would be not less essential 10 the Staies, | would be, that they would be elevated toan
‘than to the Government.
* could be no stability nor uniformity. With. | and exempted fromthe con'rolling influenc:
out it the States wouid, in a short time, enter | of the Government a ising from a widely

frst instarce, aninosity and discord be.

[tween the old and new Siaes, and, iy the |
'end, to overthrow the cotre land syseem, |

i

i lic domain? Ishall woy on tnis cecasion,
attempt a formal discussion of tiese J0MIS.
‘I propose inorder to dlustrate, simply ‘o
show how vain and dangerous would be the
attempt to hold on 1o the prescur sys'em,
under these great and growing changes, by
tracing its operation under a single uspuet,
| its bearing on the Presidentic] guest on.

| T'o have a clear conception of this, we

' must bear in mind, ihat afier the nest cen-
| sus tiie new States will bave five-rwelfths of
 the clectoral college ; and, of cours?, com-
pared to cither of the other scctions, a eno.
| troliing voice in the clection of a Presideu's
e whu keeps this in mind, and understands
' the workings of the human heart und of our
| systein, must sec, that i the Presidential
| conteat, {for such it must ever be,) the great
' poiat, licreafter, will be to secure their fa.
! vor; and that this can best be done by fa.

ing their peculiar views and policy in

Vol
reference to the public lands. Now one

of two things must follow : either all the

| candidates wil! enter into this competition, in
| which case the struggle will be who shall go
| farthest, and its consequence 1o give the
'vote to him who may bid highest. It
casy to sce how this would end. The pu

ilic domain, the noble inheritance of the

! people of this Union, would be squandered,

,or rather gambled away, in the convest;
' and would thus be made, at the same time,
the means of plunder and corrup:ion, and of
elevatng 10 power the most profligate and
audaciovs,

But if, instead of all the candidates seck-
ing the favor of the new States, a part should
court the'r interests, and the others that of
the old Sates, the train of even's would,
indee), be varied, but the ultima'e result
would be the same. On this supjosition
each of the candidates would resort to
means best calculated to secure the section
on whose support he might rely, Those
looking to the new States would pushto the
extreme the favorite policy of those States
in reference to the public lands; while the
others would take the opposite extreme 'n
favor ofthe old Siates. Now, when we
reflect that the new and the old States mnst
necessarily, from their different position aud
relation 10 the public lands, enter-
tain very different views of the policy
that ought to be pursued in relation
to them, in almost every poin‘—so much so,
that the other shall regard as nothing short
of open pluader, as we have witnessed in
this discussion —we may form some concep-
tion of the violence of the confiict which
must ensue in the case supposer).  We have
| had, even in this carly stage, and on this
| very question, some indications of w!at we

may expect, ‘T'iic most violent animosity
'and hatred would follow, and every man.
| be his motives ever so pure and patriotic,
| would be regarded the friend or the encmy
| of the new or the old S:ates, as his opinions
favored the policy of the one or the other.
The final termination of the conflict would
! not be doubtful. 'Whatever turus of fortune
| might occur, in i's progress, the new States
' maust, in the end. prevail.  Their relative
| increase is far more rapid than the old ; so
much so, that afier 1850—that is, after the
third Presidential election from 1he next
! —they would be lett, as T have shown, in
undisputed possession ofthe ficld, In the
mean tim+, wiile the struggle is going on,
the animostty would daily ncrcase on bat..
sides. Thelonger it continued the more
biiter it would become, and the more cer.
tainly and completely would the present
sysicm be overiirown, if, indeed, th- Union
itself should be strong enough to withsiand
the shock. Such must inevitably be the
fate of the present system, should we have
the folly, I migitsay the madness, to at-
tempt to continue it asit is, so [arastherew
States are concerned, regardless ol he great
changes which have already taken place,
and the still more mighty in progress.

Having now powted out the danger, |
turn uext to the deeply important question
of remedy, which demands the mos: prompt
and solemn consideration, both of the Gov-
ernment and community. The question is,
what means shall we adopt to avert the
mischief which I have shown to be so rapid.
ly approachiag, and which must inevitably
soon arrive, if not prevented by some speedy
and efficient mneasure ? Already one has
been proposed, originally brought forward
to relieve a distended Treasury of its bur.
den, but which its author (the 8enator from
Kentucky, sr. Clay) has rcnewed on the
prescntoccasion, doubtless with the view,
'n part, at least, to meet the growing disor-
ders of the system. His proposition is to
divide the proceeds of the public landsamong
tie States, with the double view, | SUppOSt,
to a more equal participation in the advan.
tages of the public domain by the members
of t.e Union, and to preserve the present

the S:a5. | Jo not now intepd o discuss
t[te meiits of this measure, My object is
simply 1o state, in general terms, my opin.
jon in relailon 1o it, Without enerine 1nto
the reasonson which it is grounded, °

. There appears, then, to me, to be ereat
and decisive objections 1o the measure, —
The right to adopt it may, inthe first place,
be fairly questioned.  We hold the public
domain as a common property or fund, be-
longing to the S.ates of the Union 1n then
counfederated, and not in their individual

e

| with the certain loss, ulimateiv, of the pub- |

, CONALY,
duced the measure, and when
sell thougit alike as 1o the necessity of re. |
fieviag the Treasury ofits surplus, in order

Dihat i would be offeciid for that purpose

it s atewporary inasuie of relef against
ta pressing evil ; bor Gt was jwpossible fer
' me 1o bring my mind (o assent o the night
tol adopting it |
‘-} [Pt suppose this difficulty surmounted,

{ there are others, which I regard as insur. |
fnountalle. Among them  the fiseal ob. |
Ueetion is very formidable.  The revenue |
Cfrom the lands eannot be spared at present,
and if distributed, as propesed by the mcas. i
ure, would necessariy tnrow the whole ex.
penses of the Governmnent on a single |
| source—the duties on imports—-and  which |
i

"

I
|

t must be followed by their inerease.  This |
would nuither be fair, nor cqual; and 1o
which |, representing in part, a portion of
the Union, oa wiich the increased barden
would m~iniy fall, cannot assent, i
Dut as formidable us is this, there are !
others far more so. It would not mect, or |
avert the approaching danger. i would |
stll leave the public lands in the new States, |
under the operation of the present system, |
and the subject of violent conflict betwern |
them and the old States, with all the calani-
ious consequences to which [ have a ver-
ted, Inst~ad of preventing the danger, it
would, in faer, hasten and aggravae it It
way be laid down as a maxim, that no |
measure can avert it, which is not adopted |
with the approbation and consent of the
new States ; for the simple reasof, that they
mus: soon become the predominant power ;
when that which  was established aganst
their consent would be certainly overthrown.
Such woull be the case wuh tie meas-
ure under consideration. If adopted, it
must not only be without the conscnt of
those States, but with their strenuous oppo-
sition, of which we have had the most con-
clusive evidence on the present occasion.—
When moved by ite author, as an amend-
ment 10 this bill, it was violenily opposed
at the threshold from that quarier, and re-
ceived but a single vote from the new States.
It is not necessary to inquire whether this
opposition on their part is reasonable, or
not ; whether it is the result of mere preju-
dice, or of deliberate conviction that it 1s
hosule to their interes's. The fact itself,
that there is an almost universal and deter-
mined resistance to the measure on their
part, right or wrong, is, of itself, sufficient
proof that it cannot be relied on to avert the
threatening danger. On the contrary, its
necessary effect must be to acclerate and
aggravate it. I.s adoption would, at once,
bring the old and new States into violent
conflict, in which the former would be ar-
rayed, almost to every man, in determined
cflort 10 overthrow the arrangement, or|
some more hostile measure. Add to this
that the Presidential contest would not fail
orun into the controversy, and thus re-
double thexcitement and'animosity, with all
t.e futal consequences which I have shown
must follow from blending the two.
Assuming, then, that the scheme is both
objectionable and incfficient, the question
again occurs, what ought to be done? My
mind is made up, after the most serious and
deliberate reflection, thatthere is, and can
be, but one.remedy ; to cede—po : that s

{ mus:. in a word, part with the ownership and

systein by a more vigilant guardianship of |

not the proper, the consitutional word—to
dispose of the public lands fo the States with,
i the limits of which they respectively lie,
on such terms and under such conditions
as shall, at the same time, be just and liberal
to the new ‘States and safe 1o the old.  We

administration of the lands lying within
the Statrs, leaviug those in the Territories,
and beyond, under the operation of the pres.
entsysiem, The evil lies in ownership and
administration, and without parling with
them no permanent or effectual remedy can
be applied.

But whast hal. the terms-what portion ofthe
proceeds of the sales of those lands shall be
ieft to the States to renumerate them for the
expense, trouble, and responsibility of their
adminisiration, and what poriio: shall be
paid over to the Government annually as |

a compensation for the land? T am not
prepared to answer this queston.  lts de- |
ciston, must depend on a careful and min- |
ute examination of all the facts and circum. |
s'ances of the case. DButI am decidedly !
of the opinion that the portion to be left to
the new S.ates ought not only to be ample
to cover the trouble, cxpense, and respon-
sibility of management, but very consider-
ably beyond, so as to unite their interests |
with ours, in order to give stability to the ar- |
rangement and insure care and fidelity in
the management. Resting my cstimate of
the compensation on these principles, I have
supposed that the new States might pay
over annually one half of the gross pro- |
cecds of sales to the Government, and have
an ample sum left for their compensation.
But this 15 a mere estimate, without suffi-
cient data, und is, of course, liable to be in-
cressed or diminished after a careful caicu-
lation founded on facts.

With these suggestions as to the terms.
[ next proceed to the conditions on which
tic lands ought to be disposed of. [ pro-
pose to suggest only the most prominent,
without pretending to a full enumeration.

In order to give stability to the arrang
ment, it will be indispensable that the whole
rransaction should assum2 the form of a
cempaszt ; and (or this purpose, that Con. |
gress should puss an act containing the |
terms and conditions of the tracsfer; and |
that each of the new States should pass one,
on their part, to bz irrevocable, nsseating 1o

the next succeeding census, in 1830, It is | characier.  They were acquired either by | thsame, beforeit is made. The act of
sufficient to say, that it will give a decided | purchase, out of common funds belonging | Congress should of course, determine what |

major ty to the former, koth in the House of

i tothe Union, tobe held as a fund 1a comn-

2 3. Catver 1 Y o) | 1 2 .
\epresenatives 3_0(] in the electoral collego,i‘mun; and [ am at alossto conceive wiiat
and of course, ia the Government ; and | right we have to make that which belongs

'part of thie proceeds is to be paid annually |
- 1o the Governmnent, and the tima and an. !
Juer of poyment ; and also to provide for |

tion of the lands uuder the arrangement ;

and should then provide that the land laws, |
0 avold the difficulties and the dangers ! as modificd by the act, and as far as they
which huve since followed. Believing, then, ! are applicabic to the new s:ate of things, | instead of being dragged toa great distance
s shall remain unchange

d, without the con-
sent of Congress, A provision ol this kind

Witheut there

info a competition to turn the current of
emiaration, cach towards iself, which
would commence by a reducton of price,
and end by a loss of the lands. But with
the provision proposed, the system would
retaian its uniformity, and become mere
stable than at present,

To enforce the faithful execution of the
compact the act should also contaia a pro-
vision that, in the event of the violation of
theconditions of cession, ull gran's thereaf
ter made by the S.ate should be null and
void.  This wonld place the compact un.
der the protection cf the courts of the Union,
and make it the interest of the Stae and
its citiz8ns to observe it.  In this connec-
tion, the liberal allowance proposed to be
made o the S:ates, in order to unite their
interests with ours would be important.—
The revenue which they would derive from
the hid would be appiied to roads. canals,
or uther rmprovements, that woulld create a
powerful interest in favor of the arrange-
ment; which, with the conditions proposed,
and their sense of justice, would cnsure, |
trust, on their part, a falthful execution of
the compact.

Such, as it appears to me, should be the
leading conditions ; but, doubtless, there are
many others which would be suggested bv
full and careful examination of the subject.
This, Mr. President, is the grneral out-

line of the measure which [ proposc as a |
| Having now su
question, would it accomplish the object in- | bo the proper pol.ey to be pursued i rela.
| tion to the public lands wi bin the new States,

remedy ; and which brings up the important

tended ; that s, would 1t arres: the grow.
ing counflict between the new and the old
Sutes? Would it prevent the public do-
main from being couveried into a found to
make Presidents, and to be squandered
away in the struggle? And, finally would
it substan:ially, and more effectually than
any other measure, secure to the Union tn
benefit of the public lands lying within the
new States. It is the conviction that it is
beitr calculated to secure these important
resulis, than any other measure that can be
devised, which has induced me to present
it for consideration ; a.d it is on that issue,
exclusively, [ intend to rest iis fate.  All 1
ask is a calm and impartial invesigation,
confidently believing it will bear the t.st,
and willing to abide the result. Without
attempting to enter on such an investiza‘ion
aow—for which [ have notthe necessary
information, and, if[ had, it would not suit
the occasion—I propose 1o limit myself to
a few very brif remarks in support of my
conviction.

That a measure, such as | havo sugges.
ted, if it shou!d be adopted with the hearty
consent of the new States, would arrest the
growing conflict between them ndth- old,
and take the public lands out of the volex

of the Presidential co test, must be obvious |

on & little reflection. It would remove the
cause of conflict, the ony effectual mode
of preventing the threatened danger. Trans.
fer the lands, and the administration of them,

'on just and liberal terms, to the S:ates, and

close our land offices within their limits, and
you will, at once, place the States beyond
the reach of the action of the Government,
and influence of Executive control, and
would thereby leave both the new and old,
as far as the land quesion is concerned,
frce from all improper bias in the election
of the Chicf Magistrate. The only point
of conflict that could possibly remain be-
tween them in referenceto the lands, wovld
be as to the conditions of the cession ; but
it may be easily shown, that if the terms
should be liberal and satisfactory, in the
first instance, (o the now States, as [ have
proposed, that they would ncither have the
disposition nor the interest to disturb the
compact ; or if they should, the hazard of
losing the lands in consequence woold be
fur less than it would be should the present
system be continued. But therc may be

| some who may admitthis to be trua, and

yet object that the advautages which I an.
tictpate from the measure would be pur.
chased, on the part of the old States, at too
great a sacrifice. It would be premature
to undertake to answer this objection before
it is ascertained what portion of the proceeds
should be left to the States, and what paid
over to tha Governmedt ; and this cannot
be done till after a laborious investigation,
as has been stated.  All I maintain at pre-
sent is, that the portion allutted to the Siates
should be not only just and liberal, but such
as would iaterest them in preserving the
arrangement, Thus far it would be ob.
viously the interest of both parties, as bas
been shown. Inthe meantime, I have'sug.
gested an equai division of the proceeds,

under the belief that it would be satisfactouy |
‘to the new States, and probably not fa

rfrom
the division which a rigid investigation
would establish.

But of one thing I feel assured, tbat,
when the subject’is (ully examined, it will
be ascertained that an apportionmont of the
proceeds may be fixed on which wil g've
to the Government a sum per acre in lare,
or not much less, on all the lands which
might thereafier be dispose i of, as 1t has

rece.ved 1or, what has heen disposed of |

since tie present price was fixed; and
which would leave, at the sime time, to the
States a liveral and satisfaciory allowance

[f this should prove (o be the fact, the inter.

estofall parties, even in a pecuniary point
ofview, would Le reconciled. But that
would te taking toc narrow a view of this
important subject, T det-rmine correctly

the true iuterests of the parties in th's are

r:tngcmcm, we must rais: our eycs above

i 1 Sor . — 2 2 - ! : :
thus, in the short space of one generation | to the whole Union as a common fund, the | keep'ng regulur beoks of accounts, 1o be | pecuniary consideriions, to the far more

and a Half, the centre of political power, as i separate fund of eae) S:ate. [t seemns to
between the old and new States, will Lave me that it eannot be done withoat a mani-
passed from ihe former to the latter,
~ Now with hese unquestionable resuits be- | Constitution.

5 2 tor s would be wose  lormaed for tho

Tius
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Gpinion,
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Mest breach of tastand a viclaton of the

topen to the inspection of the Government, | interesting view—the political bearing of |
-so that the exact state of the account be. | the measure.  Thus viewed, the gaiusto |
tween itand the States, may, at all times, | both, and to the whole Union, would be in. |
Pealuable.  The new Stares would gain the!
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foened when its author first intro- 1 all the prospective provisions whieh may | domain—a gia rot more essen izl to their
| & i P g b e .
b and my. | become nccessary in the future administra. | owa indepeudence tiien to the convenience

|uflhcir citizens, who would thereby have
their cliims, conuecied with the public
lands, adjpsted by heir own L-gislature,

! frem bome to await ihe tardy and uncertain
!! action of Congress.  But their greaicst gan

s equality withthe other States in all respects,

" expanded systen of land offices.

To the Unioa :be gain v onld be not less
“important.  Congress wouli be rcheved

i froman immenss and increasing muss of
' business, which 1 0w coasumes at le st one.

third of its time, and be left free to turn its |

"attention to other subjec's of deep interrstt
" which it is now compeiled 10 neglect.  The
- sessi ns would b2 greatty shortened-—a ma-
ter of imporiance, not unly ina pecuniary,
bue st 1l more in a poliieal paint of view.—
. Bat these, though important, are but mior
"advantages. T here are others immeasur-
lably greater. It would close our land
roffices in the new Sates, and, with them,
' the door to the vast pa ronage aainfluence
| which they placein the hands of :he Fxeeu-
tive. Wiio can estimate this advantage?

Who is the re, that has n particie of patriot.
“ismor love of Repablican institutions, who
Cwould ot reioice at the reduction of such

immense paironage, wade not oaly without
| injury, but with advaniage, o the public?

'1 Wheu we add to tis thatit would remove

a
new Sates that it would w
| Presidential contest the public lands, thar
| prolific source of corruption in the hands of |
| the profligate ; and, finally, thet it would |
" save our vast and noble domain itscll from
| bring squandered in the s raggly 1 is hardly
(in the power of caiculation to cstimue the
advanta_cs that would result.

agested what | believe to

Il causes of couflict botween the old and

and hastily traced the advantages of the
measure | have suggesied for sonsidera.
tion, th nex quest'on is, have we the right
to d.spose of the lanIs in thx mana-r pro.
posed? | would not have supposed that
there could have been a doubt oai's pont.
had not the Seuator from Mussadiu-eits
[Mr. WeesteR] raiscd it on this, as well as
on a former occassion. The Consti'uion
gives to Congress, expressly, the right to0
dispose of the public lands ; and why may
| they not dispose of them to the States as
| well as toindividuals 7 I caasee no re -
| son,and never have heard one assigned.

ithdraw from the | _
‘county, wbere his property had been

there be moncy in the Treasury, it will be
spent, regardless of comscquences. The
result would be that, instead of aiding the
Government 10 mect the fiscal crisis of 41
and 42, by increasing its income then, it
would compel it to meet it under the great
disadvantage of'increased expenditures with
di mished means. Undcrthis belief, it
there were no o'her objections, T would feel
mysell’ compell=d to voe against the bill.

(From the Mississipp Sun.]

Through tnc exertions of John J. Smith
and Mr. W hice, sheriff of Scott county, the
marderers of the unfortunate Silas D. Rives,
which occurred on the 19th of Sepiember
last, have been detected and one of them is
is close confinement, Jahn W. Carter.
 calling Limse:f John \V. Collins, was taken
a few days age in Lauderable, county, and
brought to this place on yesterday by Messrs.
Smith and White. [t scems that Car-
ter and Cook had been a short time previous
to the murder of Rives, prowling about Hills
borough, in Scott county, seeking-employ~
ment as well-diggers ; that for a week pre-
ceding the murder, they ubsented them-
selves wuli provisionss sufficient fo last
them ¢igit orten days. These provisions
were a0 ] B the swamp where Rives was
ke I, Suspicion resting upon” them, they
were fnmedistely pursued, and were not
hear ] of nntl Cook, calling himsell Joho-
ston, gotjwithua ten miles of home, and gave
$30 10 red: ien miles.  Cook,with h's wife
and elildren, set out that night for Mobile,
and {20 n th nce to Texas. Caster was pur.
sucd and tuken at his resilerce inLowndes

previously levied upon by the sheriff, and
on his return he paid execu'ions and released
it. Some of the money ke paid the sheriff,
hos since bven identified to b Rives’. Itis
unknown what amount of money Rives had
at the time he was killed, butitis suppo.ed
he bad about $10,500. Cook, who is pro-
bably now in Texas, has, no doubt the ma-
jor part ofthis swn. From the character
Carter giveshim, heis as bad or worse a
robber thae John A. Murrel, now in the
Penitentiary of Nashville. He once lived
in Florida, bt was compelled to leave for
hserms. Th:fllowing nre some of the
crames he comanitted wecording to his con-
fessiou to Car er, who related them to me
in the presence of Me. Simith, at whose re-
§uest | wro ¢ them down, und send to you
for publ.ca ion, so that the good citizens of
Texas may be on their guard and if possible,
bring this demon 1o justice. From this
short history of Cook, he was, no doubt,
one of the main-ins'igate rs of the late Sam-
mo'e war in Fiorida,  Carter does not re-.

We are in the daily habit of making zrants
to the States for public purposes 5 and il we
may grant, miy we not also scil or digpose
of t em, as I have proposed? The lands
' belong to the States, in their confed rat-
character, as has been staed : and Cen.
aress is the trustee to dispose of them for
the common benvfiz.  They are toind,
the fultim-nu of ihe trust, to dispose of them
to the b st advantage ; and if the disposi-
tion proposeil be Lhe best for all concern: d,
Congress has not oniy the right to make
it, but would be bound by tne trust so to
do.

Entertaining thesc v,0¥st it may be asked
why I have not brought forward the mea.
sure thissession 1 My aaswer is, iherc is |
not time, at the prescnt short session, 10 d:- |
gest and carry through a m-asure of so
much importance, and involving so many !
aud such conflicting interests, But 1!
pledge myself, if present at the next session. |
to intruduce it at an carly day, and to use |
my best ciforts to pressit 1o a Jecision. If
[ can prevent it,no other measure relating |
to the pablic lands shall take precedence of l
t.

[ have uo presented my views as to the |

States , and it now remains, in ccnclusion,
to assign my reason for voting against the
engrossment of this bill.

Behieving 1hit nothing short cfa radical
change of policy, such as that proposed, can
arrest the evils apprehended from the pra-
sent system, | am of the opininion, that till
some permanent remedy can be applied,
that the proper course is to vot: againstall
partial und temporary expedients like the
present ; and | shall, i conformity to that
opinion, give my voie agnst tius ity 1

calculated to insure, iu the cad, the applica.
tionofa permanent and efficien’ remnedy.
but also to prevent, in the inwrmed:aic per-
iod, the mischiefs naturally resulting from
the present system. Bat inadditionto these
general reasons, there aro others agains
tus particular measure, sufficient to induce
me to vole against il.  Passing others by,
I shall only notice vne.

‘Tais bill is pressed on the Senate, on the
ground, among other reusons, that it is a
financial measure. It is stated that the
Treasuty is deficit, and Uit one of the

effects of the reduction of'the price of the | g

ould be a present increase
of the revenue from that source, Lam noi
' prepared to siy whether such would be the
| fact, not having examiaed the pont sufli.
“ciently to form an opinion : butif'it should
' be so. it would to 1ae constituie an objec.
tion, instend of @ recommendation. It is
admitted that the increa e of the revenue
would be temporary, and be followed i a
short time by a corressonding reduction.
NU“’, i [ wn 0ot mistaken, lh; ;nr'u‘m-rol
this and the ensuing year will, without
further addidion to the revenue, be sulficient
to msct il expenditures, with duc ccono.
my, aed ety and judicious retrecehment.
Tue pinci will be in the 10 SUsz'qlEc!lt
' years—'41 and "42—when siv-.eaths of the
| entire reduction under the compromise acl
will take place.  Tue dithiculiy will be in
passing though those two yeurs, and this
biil, considered as a-measure of revenue,
instead of passing now, ought to be postpon.
- ed until then,  [is passage at thistime would
bat increase the ditliculty twe years hence.
Whatever it might add to the income of
this and the next year, would serve but to
increase their expenditures to the same Cxe
tent. Experience has taught us thct our

[ public landsw

|

policy which ought to be adopted in refer- i and robbed him of $1,119,
ence to the public lunds within the new |

| believe it to be tha course, not only the best | him through the back of ike henly a

ollce. tie precise daie tese murders and
robberies were epmmitied, but said it was
about the commencement and during the
Seminole wure  Carter  states that Cook
and a man by the name of Bryant, who lives,
at Lake Pon:chartrain, killed a man by the
name of Allen, in ‘Talluhosser, Florida, and
robb -d him of $1,350 caxh.

Cook painted himselflike an [ndian, and
heid d a lurge number ol S aninoles, ant
butchered one of the most wealihy families
of white people on the fronticrs of Floridn.
Afier killing the whale family exerpt
young man, who stood over and fought fer
his sister until he was wounded by a shot
from an Iadian—Cook then stuck an axe
in his head, und left it there sticking, rob.
bad the house of 21100 in paper money, and
70 or 380 in specie.  Hle kept the paper
hima:if, and gave the Indians the silver.

Couk then went to Apalachicola bay and,
from thence toBainbridge, Decatur county,
(Geo.,) and, in company with a Virginian,
with whom he had been travelling in the
stage, and supposing he had money, at

t ~ouk’s instance, wilked to the spring, there

killed the Virginian, threw him in the river,
two 816 pieces
of gold, and three smuller pieces. This
crimz was committed ia Dec., 1836. From
Baiobridge he returned to Columbus,
(Geo,) lis resi lence.

[a Tallahassee, Florida, he saw a travel.
ler pay his bill. Discovering he had money,
he told the stranger he was navelling his
roule, as it was a dismal rond, he would
be glad of his ¢ mpany. The stranger
thankeld himn, and they travalled about sev
enten mil's, when Cook proposed they
should drink togethicr, and while the stran.
ge. was drouking out of thie bottle, Cook shot
nd rot-.
bed him of about B6062.

Coo’s anl his brother in l.w, Charls
'Hollis, kill:d the ferryman of St. John's

river on the St. Avgostine trail. 2 French.
“man, and robbod him of 17 or $1500, and
Lturncd te flt loose to aveid the possisility
tof pirsuit.

Cuok murdered a man not far from Ta-
lahassee, and robbed lim of $2,400, and
$13 in cash.

He then wentinto ‘he Indian country, and
purchased a poney,and stole 17 more, and
hired an Indian to assist him. When he
ot in‘o the white settlements, he then made
the Indian drunk and cut his throat.

Cook and Capt. Mirny [a celebrated pir-
ate,] went 1o Sauke Island, understanding
that a vessil was coming from Key West
—murdered the crew counsisting of 7 or
8 men and three lagies—plundered the
boat of 817,000 in specie, scutiled and sunk
the vessel.

Cook was then taken in irons to Talla
'hassce ; but was released, by force, from
| the authorities, and the irons knocked off.
The names of his friends are Augustus and
Willis Austin of Texas.

Cook and Cupt. Minny came acrcss &
vessel going from St. Murks to Almony
Lake, laden with provisions ; murdered the
white persons on board, sold the provisions
and seven negrocs which were on board,
and sunk the vesscl. Capt. Minay died
at 51, Marks last winter, )

Cook then left for Columbus, Ga. his
residence, where he saw a traveller pay hie.
bill, headed kim took_déliherata-nim at him ;
his gun stapped, which the stranger heard
and fled. )

Cook met with an ncquaintance from
Texas in May or June last, in Clarke coun.
ty, Alabama whose name was Wm. Green.

deaes ineseasn with onr income, that if

Green told him that his old frien'ls, Aug-



