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It was about three o'clock in the
afternoon of a fine day in February,
1888, when I was walking briskiy
along a country road of sonthwestern
Ohio. Now and ageain, as I reached the
brow of a hill 1 saw the Ohlo river.
which had flooded its banks, for we
had heavy reins of late. They, 1o-
gether with the meilted spow, had
made the gentle river a wild and
dangerons stream.

1 would gladly have lingered to
watch the rushing current, carrying
timber, parts of wrecked houses, und
many other indications of its destruc-
tive power; but 1 had come to the
Buckeye state for another purpose, and
was anxious to reach my destination
an hour or twe before dark,

I intended to visit a friend, Fred
Andersen, whose acquaintance [ had
made in the Fast. He was a fine
specimen of western youth, and very
soon we felt drawn to each other, mu-
tual confidence cementing our friend-
ship. He often told me of the old
homestead con the Ohle, his mother,
long dead, and the queer notiong ol

h ther. 0ld Mr. Andersen ouce
t & law-suit through the trick-
er an attorney, and since that time

mned all lawyers.

Fred had an elder brother, Henry, a
scapegrace, who had grieved his father
a great deal. Once, when the falhier's
patience gave out, he handed Henry
geveral thousand dollars, and told him
never again to show his face in the
old home. The son took the money,
roamed through the world, and came
back penniless but proud, evén boast-
ing of the wild life he had led and
the sinful way lo which he had wasted
his money. Then the father bought
him a small farm, ndt far from the
homestend, and gave him to under-
stand that he would be disinherited,
having received his share. The son’s
eyes shone with an evil light, when
thus Informed, but ke dared not rebuke

‘his stern father.

Now, however, there was a different
state of affairs. A few Wweeks ago
¥red had sent me a letter, stating that
he wished very much to have me come
and see him.

“You know " he wrote, “your pres-.

ence helps wme. If I ever needed &
friend, it is now: su come on and
afogdy ay troubles.”

1 was :‘fl“:"v man, and spring was
act MY “;fn' p season, but neverthe-
less 1 coult otit T€ sist Fred's pleading.
¥ '“*d not 1 t‘.jed him of my coming,
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“You see,” he coutinued, “1 wouldn't
mind sharing with my brother, for [
cunnot forget our bLouyhood days; bul |
I knbw he would uot stop until he'd |
bave the lion’s share, and it would be |
painful, then, to sce him syuander the |
fortune father built up throngh years |
of ¢lose economy.”

“I'll tell you, Fred," | said, after o
long pausze, “yon want legal ‘advice.
Don't you kunow of a good lawyer?
You certaizly do not shara the preju-
dice of your father?”

“Cn, no,” he answered. “lIn fact,
one of the best lawyers of the city is
2 friend of mine, and I have made up
my mind to see him tomorrow. You
will, of course, go with me. And while
we are waiting for your luncheon, you
might as well read the letter.”

He haunded me an old letter, and 1
read it carcfully. Of conrse it was but
a fatherly communication and nothiug
like a legn! document, but it certainly
conld be used to advantage in a suit
{ was just about to comment on it
when the servant announced that the
meal was ready, [mmedistely Fred
arose, and, throwing the leiter carelacs-
lv on the desk, =aid —

“Come, now: you musi be hungry
after thal walk.”

While maturing our plans during
the meal. | thought I heard a noizz in
the library, the room in which the
desk stood. I remarked -* - it, but
Fred's mind was o occupied with the
lost will that he had not heard it.

“Guess the servant is in thee
straightening things up a bit" e
said. *“We don't get much company
around here, and when any one comes
it makes him nervous.”

After 1 had satisfied my hunger Fred
asked me if | would lke to look about
tthe homestead. 1 told him [ was a
Httle ured, and wonld ratiwr sit and
chat fn the library. He assented and
led the way. He must have been
thinking of his letier as he entered,
for he walked right up to the desk
Then I heard him utter a cry. |
looked and maw his hand nervously
[umbling through the papers,

“Anything missing?” 1 asked.

“Yes, the letter.”

“Mav he the servant mislaid it while
he was dusting.”

The servant, an old darkey and former
sleve, was called. He denied having
touched the papers.

“Did you see anybody In tLis roum,
after we left it?" Frod asked.

“Ng, inassa.”’

“Well, did yon see anybhody
the house?”

abonat

of this mtn .
a great deal of &

Atter an hour's ']
toe town. The yellow
of us drove more slowly.
stopped at a livery stable, and aiter a
taly wicth the man in charge,
i atranger drove his velicle n through
the large doorway. Most likely he was
gaing to leave it in care
tablishment,

\What were we to do? Shonld we
drive to the stahle, end leuve our rig,
it might arouse the man's suspicion.
We concluded to stop and awull de-
velopmeonis, After a few minutes {he
man came out, crossed the steeet, and
entored a saloon. Then 1 told i'red
to take our horse and buegy to the

stable while T wonld wateh the salvon,
until he coild rejoin me, It WAS Now
quite dark, aad the entrance to the
stable was not well lighted, &o the
stranszer could not see our faces. We
had the advantagze in that respect, {or
the entrance (o the saloon was bright~
Iy {Humined

After Frad came back we had not
to wait very long. The stranger came
out of the saloon, rubbed his mus-
tache with tis banoaerchief, cleaned
his pipsses. ond siowly walked up the
street Wr followed him. As we
peseed alen: we heard people talk of
flooded cellays, and the warniug in

ed paid littie attention
but to m.: the ex-
very inter-

the pajers. T
to those remarls
pressions of anxiety were
esting.

After a walk of abou! half an hour,
the man halted at a corner, held his
watch up to the street lamp, and then
jcaned against a post, evidently ox-
perting somebody. His paticnee was
not put to too severe a test. Soon an-
other man arrived, and immediately
the two proceedsd up the strecl. As
the second man came up, mwy friond
pressed my arpy, and | zodded my
head. In the light of the lump we hoth
racognized Heary Andersen. We had
to be verv careful, now, for we had
reached a part of the town whose
streots were more deserted than tue
vusiness district. The two men ahead
of us seemed to feel perfectly safe,
however, for ther walked us uncon-
cernedly. .

We were near the famous "hottoms”
of Yhe city. when Henry Andersen and
the stranper siopped at an old two
siory  framc house The strange
furmmbled in his pocket, drew forth 4
key, opened a door, and both enterer.
We toolk a position on the otler sie
of the sireet and inrently watched or
a lght.

A man vame oul of the Louse iny he
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Swater and Leses bad '
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with the iight of the
in ke

v
"2‘

. -,{
T of the mrticles
2 "nh’cken Among the few
i vah gafe, of which the police
< e, 1 remembered thie words
72g German, and Fred and | ;
“Aadyvarters to explain to the |
st we were izterested in the |
.4 faet, we told him the whole

Al Ry suggestion, Fred's friend, the
attorney. WAS ralled in to identify him.
When the chief had sailsfied himselt |
as to M8 claim, he orlered the sale
opened. It conteined sope German
and  English . letters nddressed
FEmanae). Hilprecht, an< (he caief ok |
pussession) of them, ,tn ing that be !
kiew theyman very jvell Then we
camae ||pm" an enve e of suvnewhat
larcer size,* The sed {Vu‘- wrokof, and
tiiee chief road its G ents. He jcokrd
ov Fred, am'l said,—:

|

*wWell, thiglcorte iy coucerns yo T
ani handeq it o oy iriend. 0o
glance showed: ‘%:“--atl it was the l0st
will. —wweries M fizine.

LARGEST I'R o T STEAMER,

— |
Fine Refrigeratin® -Syctcm Instalied |
in tiie San J@3c.

The steamsaip San Jose, Whic!
rived in Bostoyn !he other day wits :
larze load of froil from Port Limon, |
Costn Ricz, isithe largest fruiter cver
consirnetad for serviee wolscen Wbe
West Indies tnd tae ‘Unied *_1 te

and is also the first vessol cnulp;
with reirige’ ting machizer to am
vive at that port, which eunbles her |
w make long pas=zages wi'h Ler per-

The cargo space ig divided into sep-
arate compartments by stecl bulke
heads, whick extend to (Le upper
dceli, Al these holds and  ‘lween- |
deek spaces are insulated, nnd a very
complete and ediclent sysivm of re- |
rng«'nLing muchinery, with air duets !
w every compartment, tor the proser |
vaton of the fruit during sninmezl,
ha: been fived, By this me2Dns, huye
The Scicutine American, a low tem
perature can he seeured in ihe tropi-
cal climates, and the fruit landed here
in the best possible condition :

The keel plate of the San Jose was
laid at Belrast, Ireland, abont nme |
months ago, Her general dimensions
ate: Length between perpendiculars,
520 feet; Jength over all, 345 foet)
Lreadth, molded, 44 feet U inches;
deptlr of hold to the upper ceck, 21

feet & inches. She is rigged with two |
pole masts, has three compleie #feel
decks, also topgallant, forecastle wnd |
criop decks of wood, the latter ox-

tending thronghout, the forward part
of the vessel  The engines and boil-
ers are inelosed at all the decks by !
stec) easings. The San Jose hus o ca-
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Fancy Shelf Goods, Ca'wws and Oandles are our Specialties Jo B

Our Job Priuting Departmer

Is complete and up-to-date, We are prepareg ..

shierefore, to fill your crder with promptnes’.
assuring satisfaction by doing good work
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