'§ PLAN FOR RIVER ROAD
i GETS8 RUNNING START

"b Autht;)oritiu mn.ld- I.eginn : la-
¥ tive n to Help.

. Publimeeﬁng Saturday.
To the Citizens of Fort Mill

Township :

As a committee appointed Mon-
day morning at a meeting of
Fort Mill township citizens to
confer with the board of county
commissioners and the county
legislative delegation relative to
the construction of a permanent
highway between Fort Mill and
the Catawba river bridge, we feel
it our duty to ecall a second meet-
ing of the citizens of the town-
ship to report the progress we
made in our conference with the
two bodies and to invite a gener-
al consideration of the whole
road situation in Fort Mill town-
ship. We are taking the lib-
erty of naming Saturday after-
noon, April 9, at 4 o’clock p. m.
as the time of the meeting and
the town hall as the place,

T B. Spratt, 1. A. Harris, S. W.

Parks, J. L. Spratt, A. C. Lytle,
Committee.

T

Discussion of the construction
of a permanent highway between
Fort Mill and Catawba river
bridge. a distance of about a mile
and a half, reached the public
meeting stage Monday morning
when a number of FortMill town-
ship citizens and representatives
of the chamber of commerce of
Rock Hill held a conference in
the Fort Mill town hall with
County Supervisor Brown, Coun-
ty Engineer Miller and N. (.
Walker, member of the State
highway ecommission. .J.J. Bailes
was elected chairman of the meet-
ing.
Following a general diseussion
of the matter by Fort Mill and
Rock Hill citizens, after Mr. Mil-
ler had given an estimate of what
he thought the undertaking would
cost, from $40.000 to %45,000, and
had expressed his opinion of the
sobility of the ecounty to help
finance it from funds now in
hand, Supervisor Brown said the
county would agree to build a
steel bridge and abutments across
the branch near the river and
that other financial assistance
might be given by the county.
but he could not say how much.

A motion was adopted author-
izing the chairmgn -to appoint a
committee of five Fort Mill citi-
zens to take up the proposition
with the ecounty commissioners
| at the monthy meeting in York
vesterday. The committee also
was authorized to appear yester-
day before the legislative dele-
gation to aseertain how wmuneh
money, if any, the delegation
would agree to provide from
county funds at the next session
of the Legislature to aid in the
project. Col. T. B. Spratt, Capt.
S W. Parks, .. A. Harris, Dr. J.
L. Spratt and A. C. Lytle were
named as the committee. Before
the meeting adjourned Mr., Wal-
ker stated that Fort Mill town-
ship could depend upon %10,000
federal aid to help build the road
if the highway commission were
assured that the county and town-
ship would put up the balance
for the project.

Yesterday in York the Fort
Mill committee and a number of
Rock Hill citizens presented thei-
views of the necessity of the pro-
posed road to the county com-
missioners, who agreed to furnish
#10,000 for the project. the cost
of the bridge and the abutments
to be deducted from this sum,
and to recommend to the State
highway ecommission that $10,000
of York county’s allotment of
federal road aid be set aside for
the projeet. The legislative dele-
gation also agreed upon a reso-
lution to provide $20,000 of
county funds at the session of the
Legislature in 1922 upon condi-
tion that the town of Fort Mill

build one mile of concrete street |

to conneet with the mile and a
half of conctrete road the citizens
of Fort Mill and Roek Hill were
asking for and upon the further
condition that Fort Mill township
*  agree to release the county from
any further obiigation to con-
struet publie roads+in this town-
ship under the provisions of the
Stewart read law. The resolu-
tion was signed by Senator Hart
and Representatives Pursley, Ca-
rothers and Mitchell.

VERDICT FOR M'NINCH.

Twenty Thousand for Owner of
Charlotte Brick Plant.

Saturday afternoon the Meck-
lenburg county jury which for
three weeks had been hearing the
evidence in the superior court in
Charlotte in the suit of S. S. Me-
Nineh against the American
Trugt company of that city awar-
ded the plaintiff $20,000 of the
$100,000 damages he claimed was
dmi him as a result of the sale by
the\ defendant company of the
Charlotte brick plant, located at
Grattan, two miles south of Fort
Mill, for much less than the ac-
tual worth of the plant and in vi-
olation of an agreement he had
with the company. Attorneys for
the company at once gave notice
of an appeal and Saturday after-
noon next was set by the presid-
ing judge as the time he will hear
their arguments.

Considerable interest attached
lacally to the outeome of the suit.
Numerous Fort Mill ecitizzens ap-
peared as witnesses in the ease
A few years ago the Charlotte
brick plant was a live enterprise
and its operation brought an ap-
preciable volume of trade to ort
Mill merchants. But the business
did not continue to prosper and
a mortgage was given upon the
property, including a  wvaluable
tract of adjoining land, by the
owner. Mr. MeNinch, to the Amer
ican Trust company. This mort-
gage was foreclosed and from the
sale of the brick plant and land
about $25,000 was realized. barely
enough to cover the mortgage of
the trust company. Mr. MeNinel
claimed that the property was
sold at a great saerifice and con-
trary to an understanding he had
with the company as to its sale.
Henee the damage suit.

Cotton Acreage Locally.

The consensus of opinion of
farmers and others who are in
position to know what is happen-
ing in Fort Mill township is that
the ecotton acreage hereabouts
will be ent not less than 25 per
cen. perhaps more. this yvear, due
in no small measure to the fact
that commereial fertilizer is hard
to obtain.  The fertilizer compa-
nies are requiring eash or hanka-
ble paper before they will supply
their produet to the farmers, and
as neither is plentiful at the pres.
ent time, the consequence is that
there is a decided falling off over
normal vears in the use of fertili-
zer. There was a recent slnmp in
the price of fertilizer, but the de-
eline has sot stimulated its sale
locally. Ordinarily  during  the
spring there are more than 100
earloads of commercial fertilizer
shipped into Fort Mill for use in
the cotton crop of this seetion.
but not more than half a dozen
eers have been received here thus
far this season.

Preparing for Pageant.

Winthrop collese is preparine
a pageant of South Carolina his-
tory which will be presented on
the eampus on the afternoon of
Mav 6. Practically the entire
student body of more than 1,000
voung women will take part in
the pageant, which will present
the history of the State in 11
dramatic episodes, portraving in
heautiful seenes important epochs
in the life and growth of South
Carolina.  Indian  scenes,  life
among  the pioneers, the jords
proprietors. Revolutionary histo-
ry, seenes from the Civil war, re-
construetion times, with the Red
Shirt riders are to bhe prodneed
with every effort after historie
aeenracy.

tetive Bradford was not at the

delegation  meeting, b ongler-
standing being that the deleea-
tion was to come to Fort Mill

township to inspect the condition
of the road the county was asked
to improve and that later in the
day yesterday a meeting ¢ Lo
delegation was to be held in Fort
Mill to consider the matter.

The Fort Mill committee was
not authorized to either aceept or
 reject the proposition of the leg-
{islative delegation and after re-
| turning to Fort Mill yesterday
afternoon the members deecided

Represen- |

fo issne the ecall printed herewith
for a public meeting in the,town
thall Saturday afternoon at 4
to'clock when the whole township
i road proposition will be consid-
ered,

VISITS ‘‘PEONAGE FARM,”
DEATH TRAP FOR BLACKS

Former Fort Mill Man Sees
Graves of Alleged Viatims of
Big Georgia Planter.

Floyd Smythe, until a few
months ago a resident of Fort
Mill, who is now making his home
at Covington, Ga., writes his fa-
ther, Ira G. Smythe of Fort Mill,
that within the last fortnight he
has seen some of the graves of
the 11 negroes John Williams,
wealthy Georgia farmer is al-
leged to have killed or had killed
on his plantatioi in Jasper and
Newton counties, Ga.
plantation is only a few miles
from Covington.

Following the peonage investi-
gation on Williams’ place a few
months ago by federal agents, he
and a negro, Clyde Manning, who
is said to have confessed to help-
ing Williams kill some of the ne-
groes, were arrested a few days
ago on federal warrants charging
peonage and both have sinee been
indicted in the State courts for
murder.

Williams, it is charged, made
it a practice to visit the courts in
Jasper and Newton counties and
pay the fines of negroes convicted
of erime upon the promise of the
negroes to repay him in work on
his farm. Once they had gone to
work on the farm they were vir-
tually prisoners, being guarded
by armed men while at work and
locked up in a stockade at night,
according to the stories.

Clyde Manning, Williams’ ne-
gro foreman, is said to have con-
fessed that., under direction of
Williams, of whom he stood in
great fear, he killed four negroes
with an axe, all of whom, along
with the others of the 11, were
put out of the way because Wil-
liams feared they would tell some-
thing relative to labor conditions
on_ his plantation. On one ocea-
sion & negro known as *‘Big Jim"’
was taken to a pasture and put
to work digging a well, accord-
ing to the story. When the well
was about six feet deep Williams
touched Manning on the elbow.
Manning knew what that meant.
e grabbed an axe and struck
“Big Jim’" a terrific blow on the
head as he was standing up in
the well. *“Big Jim™ crumpled up
at the bottom of the well and
his body was found in that posi-
tion when Manning showed the
officers where they would find his
wirave,

Williams ind Manning are now
being tried at Covington for the
murder of one of the 11 negroes
they are charged with having
disposed of.

BURIED AT OLD HOME.

Walter 0. Leazer, World War
Victim, at Rest in Fort Mill.
In the presence .of perhaps as

many as a thousand people, fu-

reral services were held at Con-
federate park. Fort Mill, Sunday
alternoon at 3 o'clock for First

Class Private Walter 0. Leazer.

World war vietim, whose body

errived Satarday afternoon from

Camp Juekson. Columbia. where

it had been taken from Hoboken.

N. J.. after deing disinterred in

France and brought home for

firial burial. The funeral serviees

hegan with a song by a seleet
choir, which was followed by
prayver by the Rev. J. B. Black.

Willie . Nims then deliever an

address in which he praised the

gallantry of the young soldier
whose memory was being honored
and the heroic work of the com-
mand to which he belonged. Com-

pany G, 118th infantry, 30th di-

vision,

Following the serviees in Con-
federate park, the body was ta-
ken to New Unity cemetery and
interred beside those of his com-
rades, Sergt, Tom Hall and Sergt.
Kli Bailes, in the plot of the Fort
Mill post, American Legion. The
serviees at both the park and the
grave were under the auspices
of the Fort Mill legion post.

Walter O. Leazer, son of Mr.
and Mrs. D. A, Leazer of Fort
Mill, lost his life in action in
France on Octohe» @ 1918. He
was a model soldier, for whose
record his comrades have onlv
praise.  He volunteered for ser-
vice overseas with the Fort Mill
company at the outbreak of hos-
tilities with Germany and was the
roungest of the Fort Mill boys
who lost their lives in the confliet.
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ARKANSAS PEOPLE SUFFER
FROM GOOD ROADS LAW

State in Bad Shape as Result of
Heayy Taxation for High-
way Improvement.

Many South Carolinians have
complained of the inefficiency of
the State highway act.passed at
the 1920 session of the Legisla-
ture, and much of the complaint
appears to be justified by the fail-
ure of the act to produce the im-
proved highways needed through-
out the State; but whatever the
shortcomings of the South Caroli-
na highway act, it has had no
such effeet as the socalled good
roads law passed a few ycars ago
i Arkansas, where, a correspon-
dent of the New York Times re-
ports, that ‘‘thousands of Arkan-
was land owners are today facing
financial ruin as the result of the
enactment of socalled good roads
laws.””  He quotes Governor Me-
Rae, the new executive, as declar-
ing that ““this road business has
turned out to be the greatest dis-
aster that has ever befallen the
people of Arkansas.'

The ambitious good roads law
enacted in Arkangas

was  given
wida and generdlly favorable

publicity on its initiation under
an' earlier State administration,
The New York Times was prompt-
ed to investigate its present con-
dition by reports reaching Wash-
ington to the effect that Arkan-
sas land ownors were in many in-
stances being taxed “‘in the name
of good roads almost to the point
where the levies amounted to
practical confiscation of the prop-
erties.”” It was added that the
federal highway  bureau had
withheld a large part of the allot.
ment of good roads money to Ar-
kansas pending revision of the
State road laws,

After visiting counties in ocast-
ern, central and western Arkan-
sas, The Times correspondent re-
ports that ‘‘evidence of the truth
of the reports that came to Wash.
Ington was everywhere casy to
obtain. Mortgages were execnt-
ed which were filed within the
last ten days—mortgages given as
security for momey to pay road
taxes that in some instances
amounted to approximately 10 per
cent of the total value of little
farms and homes worth less than
$1.000.”"  He ecites, among other
specimens, the case of ““a widow
whose total gross income was less
than $4,000. and whose road tax,
due the 10th of April, is $2.800.
Millions of dollars,” he adds,
‘‘have been expended on roads
that in the Judicially expressed
opinlon of Assistant Justice Hart
of the State supreme tourt, be-
gin_ nowhere and end nowhere.”

Governor McRae was elected
on a platform pledging reform of
the road laws, but charges that
his efforts to secure remedial leg-
islutiop have been blocked by the
opposition of the State senate,

Icontaiuing many holdover mem-
1eT8,

—_———
Mecklenburg Bond Eelection.
Some interest is felt in Fort

Mill in the election to be held in

M;\.cklenburg county, N. (., on

April 19 to pass upon the pro-

posed %2,000,000 road bond issuc

for that county. The act provid-
irg for the election was passed at
the session of the North Carolina

Legislature last February. There

scems to have been little demand

for such an election, Judging from

Statements made at the reeent

anti-band meeting held in Char-

lette. The act also provided that
supervision of the county roads
should pass from the hoard of
county commissioners to a county
road commission, the person-

act. The Mecklenburg members
of the Legislature have been se-
verely eriticised for what oppo-
nents of the bond issue declare
was high-handed legislation for
which they are responsible.

E ent Announced.
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Mills have
issued invitations to the marriage
at their home in Fort Mill on
Wednesday afternoon, April 20,

scphine Smith, to Avery Clarence
Crayton. Miss Smith is a former
tcacher in the Fort Mill graded
school and is popular with a wide
cirele of friends in Fort Mill.
"For some time she has made her
home in Charlotte. Mr. Craven is
-a business man of Charlotte.

ek

P

nel of which was named in the !

¢ their niece, Miss Frances Jo- |

NEWS OF YORK COUNTY.

Current Items of Interest Found
in the Yorkville Enquirer.

T. O. Purvis, white man of
Rock Hill, committed to jail sev-
eral days ago on a warrant charg-
ing him with malicious mischief
in that he did damage to a freight
cab in the yards at Rock Hill,
while in an intoxicated condi-
tion, has been released on bond
in the sum of $500.

T. B. Glenn, manager of the
Tirzah ginnery and magistrate
for Ebenezer township, was pain-
fully hurt when an oil eup which
he held in his hand eame in con-
tact with the engine wheel, the
cup striking him on the heand and
knocking him over. His injuriss,
while painful, are not serious.

McConnelssville  people  who
were in Yorkville Monday morn-
ing said that Stewart & .Jones.
raad contractors, were making
fuir progress in the wark of re.
pairing the South road between
the Chester line and Yorkville.
Considerable difficulty is being
met with in the matter of getting
sand, long hauls being necessury.

Rock Hill printing houses have
given notice of a eut in waeos ‘o
employees, it was learned Thes-
day morning. The cut is effective
next week and is made necossary
by the general business deeline.
There has been no kick on the
part of the employees, it is said.
who realize that a wa= ent is
necessary in the general effort to
reduce operating expens.s,

Sheriff Fred Quinn has found
am_entirely new use for copper
and galvanized iron stills v hich
Le and other officers captirre from
moonshiners. They are very de-
sirable as chicken Coops, acnord-
ing to the sheriff. who has & num-
her in service in his yard at the
jail for that purpose. The sherif*
has the largest and most varied
assortment of stills to be found
anywhere—the collection tot aling
between 40 and 50.

Announcement is made of mark-
ed reductions in the prices of fer-

tilizers  following  conferencos
among  representatives  of the
leading  manufacturers ‘of {he
country. On February 16 the

port price on 16 per eent acid
was $29.50 a ton. The price has
dropped to %12 a ton. and the
price of standard 8-3-3 fertilizer
hus dropped to $26.68 from $47.50
in January. The fertilizer people
explain that the drop has come
about largely through the repeal
of the Lever act, but just how is
not fully explained.

Fire last Tuesday morning de-
stroved the residence of W. A.
McKinney on York No. 2, togeth-
er with all  the furniture and
household effects. The fire is
thought to have originated from
o small blaze which was left in
the fireplace, no one being af
home when the fire was discov-
ered. D. B. MeKinney snffered
laceration to his leg while break-
irg out a window sash in an ef-
fort to save some furniture. The
loss was only partially covered
by (insuranee. The fire marked
the third dwelling that Mr. Me-
Kinney has lost by fire in 27
years. :

There are a total of 281 appli-
cations for Confederate pensions
for 1921, according to informa-
tion brought before the York
county pension commission at a
meeting of the commission held
here last Tuesday. The commis-
sion does not as vet know how
much money will be available for
distribution among Confederate
veterans and  wives of veterans
in York county this year, but this

information is expeeted at an
early date. The pensioners this
vear will be divided into two

classes, A and B. C(lass A will
| imclude those veterans and wives
[ of veterans who are in bad con-
' dition physically and practically
| destitute, while all others will be
included in (lass B. The pen-
| sion commissioners for York coun-
(ty are W. S, Wilkerson of Hick-
ory Grove, JJ. J. Hagins of Rock
[ Hill and S. H. Epps of Fort Mill,

York Jail Full
Thirty-three * prisoners are in
'the York ecounty jail awaiting
trial at the April term of court.
which convenes on' the 188th in-
stant. This is said to be the larg-
est number of prisoners in the
'York jail in nearly a score of
l)'vurs.

- $1.60 Per Year.
SHORT NEWS STORIES
FROM MANY SOURCES

Current !mﬁsthmd’ Here
and There and Boiled Down
For Times Readers.

Hale and hearty, John Thomas.
Confederate veteran, 103 years
old, of Newport News, Va,, fell
in a well near his home and was
drowned.

Federal prohibition agents who
arrested the Rev. William Ander-
son, a negro preacher of MeKin-
ley Heights, Ohio. suy they found
two stills in the cellar of his
home.

Lacking but three vears of the
century mark, William J. Crane
of China, Me., is teething for the
third time. « A full set of healthy
white teeth are eradually  work-
irg their way through the gums.

The British government. shock-
ed by the 1921 models of bathinge
suits for women, has decided upon
government control of
bathing costumes and
pointed g
troller,

women's
has ap-
bathing costume con-

Women employed in State de-
partments now housed in the tem
porary capitol in Charleston, W.

Va., must  lay  aside cigareftos.
Fhe State anditor says the women
and il employees  have bheen

sinoking as freely while at work
as the men,

After selling a feather bed for
F10 to buy food for her husbanl
and 11 ehildren, o Bulfalo, N, Y.,
wWoman broke into the home of
the purchaser at night and stole
it back. The  judee permitted
her to vetain the bed on condi
tion that she repay the %10,

Immediate steps are to be taken
for the relief of disabled veterans
of the World war. This decision
was reached at the White House
when  President Ihirding  went
over the whole situation with Col.
.o W Galbraith, national  com-
mander of the' American Legsion.

A new world’s record for a
purachute leap was made when
Lieut. Arthur (. Hamilton drop-
ped 24000 feet, more than four
and threeifths miles, from an ae
roplanc at Chanute field, Cham
peign, 11, 1l slept during the
hour and 26 mingges reguired to
make the aseent. but kept much
awake during the drop.

No more eracked dishes are to
he allowed in restaurants in Toex-
as under the provisions of a law
approved by Governor Neff, The
law also provides that oll restan-
rant and hotel  dishes  must be
sterilized after use and prohibits
the cmployment of persons with
infections or contazions diseases
it dairies, restaurants. hotels or
meit markets,

I it is himmanly or physically
possible, Grover ) Beredoll, mil-
lonaire dratt dodecr of Philadel.
phia. who eseaped a military pris.
on in the United States and s
now at large in Germany, will he
rought back 10 this conntry to
serve out  the five vear sentence
imposed upon him by o wiliary
conrtmartial. Seeretary of War
Weeks summed up the attitnde of
the government when, in response
to questions,  he tersely stated
CWe are going to get Bergdoll, ™

James S, Eslinger, 54 vears old,
who has been asleep For nearly
three years, awoke the other day
in the coumty  hospital at [ort
Smith. Ark., vawned. and  then
went back to sleep, according to
the nurse attending him.  Eslin-
ger entered the hospital in 1914,
a sufferer from pellagra. In Au-
gust, 1918, he fell into the sleep
which has just bheen broken for
the first time.  Ile has been fed
through a tnbe sinee his lengthy
sleep began and has not lost in
weight,

Dorothy Miller. 16 vears old, of
Trenton, N. J., who offered to
marry in two years any white
man who met her reguirements
as to refinement and  eduecation
and who wonld give her $1,000
to permit her mother to have a
vitally needed operation perform-
ed, has been  informed  that a
wealthy man in St. Paul, Minn.,
who refuses to diselose his iden-
tity, has mailed her a certified
check for 1,000 and that the
girl would not have to marry him
to cash it. The unknown bene-
factor. it was stated, deelared the
girl's readiness to sacrifice her-
self to save her mother made a
~lrong appeal to him.




