HELPED BACK T0
FORMER PLACE
IN THE WORLD

Philanthropic  Societies
Have Made Good Citi-
zens Out of Veriest
Derelicts

~

RECORDS PROVE THE FACTS

That the Old Saying, “Once a Thief,

Always a Thief,” May Be Revised |

Is the Testimony of Those En-
gaged in the Work of Reform in
Various Cities—Mrs. Maud Balling-
ton Booth Cites Many Cases That
Have Come Under Her Personal
Observation In the Course of
Years.

EW YORK.—Following swift on
the recent revolt of convicts In
Sing Sing, their defiance of war-
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den and keepers, thelr threats |

to dynamite the prison and effect a
general delivery come an insjs-
tent question:

“Is It possible to reform a convict
and make a good citizen out of him?

Take that same Sing Sing with Its
army of men [ncarcerated for crimes
of almost every kind—burglars, high-
waymen, habitual ne'er do wellg, com-
mon thieves, housebreakers, second
story men, pickpockets, bank robbers,
blgamists, bunco steerers, grafters of
every degree, accomplished swindlers
of every kind—take this mass of de
praved humanity —is it possible really
to effect a reformation in more than
an occasional Instance? 1s it possible
to restore a majority of these prison-
ers to places of respect and responsi-
bility in the world of frecdom?

Poegibly a great majority of those
who asked the question koew that
certain religious organizations, wel-
fare societies and other charitable
agencies have long asserted that they
actually can, and do, succeed in re-
forming criminals. men and women of
the most hardened types; that they re.
store them to thelr families and see
them bhecome members of soclety
respected, trusted, and sometimes hon-
ored. But the average man is apt to
be somewhat skeptical of such state-
ments,  What he asks for is plain,
definite, convinelng, indisputable facts.

No Doubt of Rescues.

Those who ask the question and de-
man proof are, for the most part,
practical, level-headed men of affalrs.
In order to ascertain whether a defin-
ite, incontrovertible answer to thelr
doubts can be obtained inquiry has
“heen made of agencles and individunls
who have much to do with convicts
discharged from prisons and peniten

has

tiaries  In each Instance the attitude
of those questioned was one of sur-
prise that at this day there should |

be any doubt regarding the absolute
reformation of former conviets

One thing that will strike the in-
quirer who goes carefully through the
records is the fact that while hun-
drede of former convicts are today
successful in business undertakings
and in trades, a large proportion seek
not to vngage in money making oceu-
pation but to go into rescue work
themselves. Missions of every kind,
industrial homes, college settloments,
all forms of social service for the
“down and outers.,” seem to appeal
more powerfully than anything else
to these men who have been down and
out themselves, and who throw them-
selves into the work of reclaiming
other human wrecks,

Prominent among those interested
In the work of Yesculng human dere-
Hets 18 Mrs. Maud Ballington Rooth.
Here s her testimony on the sub-
Jeet:

The Way Up From Prison
By Maud Bﬁ;gton Booth.

This 18 the case of a former convict
whosn companions nicknamed him
Skinny. During his five terma he
served over twenty-one years in pria-
on. lie was a young man who had
not had advantages, and in fact had
gtolen from childhood.

During his last term he contracted
rheumatism, was so bent and broken
that he was unable for months to lie
down and was permitied to do a little
cobbling in his cell. At times his pain
was =0 great that the physician would
glve him a morphine tablet, but In-
stead of using them he kept them, In-
tending to kill himself when had
saved enough of them.

“How many of these would it take
to kill a man, doetor?” asked Skinny.

“About twenty,” was the reply

On the day that our message reach-
ed him he had accumulated nineteen
of these tablets, and following our
talk he went back to his cell and
threw the nineteen away. After sub-
sequent Interviews he deecided to
come to our New York home, which s
one of four maintained by us for re-
leaged prisoners. He came out on
crutches and he was indeed emael-
ated

His Reformation Complete.
During the cleven months he re
mained with us he built up his shat-
tered health, and when able to work
was employed by a gentleman at $2
a week. While his employer was able
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to give him a much larger wage he | He (s viary proud of his kitehen garden

wanted to put Skinnv to the test.

Day after day he proved his worth.
and his wages ware increased accord
ingly, so that at the end of a few
Years he was in a position to marry
Wherever he has worked he has prov-
ed faithful and has given every satla
faction to his employers. He is at
pregent holding a position of respon
sibility, is married and has two
Young daughters, He has lived an up-
right life for fifteen vears,

Then there the

wis case of Tom,
who had served two short terms in
Sing Sing prior to 18849, Upon the

evening of the day of his secoud dis-
charge from Sing Sing Tom, wunder-
ing down the Dowery, met two of his
friends, who Invited him into one of
the saloons to have a drink Aflter
their third or fourth drink they were
placed under arrest by delectives from
headquarters, who charged them with
a robhery committed that very day.
His Innocence of No Avail.
Tom protested his innocence, suying

fine |

and the fact that he is the organist
lor our services,

Last summer he wont us caretniier
1o some vacant flats in Brooklyn, e
rented  them all, and the agent iel
him have another house  with  the
sume result, He returned to the home
with $30 of his carnings, and  un-
| kKaown to us in the winter spent §7
of that amount for flowers for our
eroumlds in the spring

Rev ° H. B, was pastor of a
thriving chureh in Philadelphia. i3
wile dicd after presenting him with
a bah; Later he became involved in

that he was not the man, that he had

only just come from Sing Sing. and in
fact dald not have time to do a job of
that kind. Despite his denials hie was
locked up, for, unfortunately, Tom's
appearance tallied almost exactly with
the deseription of the missing third of
the three men who had done the rob
lmr_v\

On the day of trial tho other two
men pleaded guilty and received iif
teeén year sentences, at the same time
aflirming that Tom had no part in the
robbery. Tom again protested hils in
nocence, saying that he had not com

mitted the crime, that he had done

| nothing for which he should have been

| arrested. He declined to take a plen
and decided to stand trial. On his
record he was found guilty in short

order, and as he put the eounty to the
expense of a trial he was sentenesd
to twenty years in prison He went
back to Sing Sing soured and sullen
and with a desire In his heart to pot
even with society for the wrong it
had done him and a  determination
that he would get even when he came
out,

How well T remember the many
talks 1 have had with Tom, and how
at times It seemed as though nothing
that might be said would move him,
but at last God working in His own
mysterious way saw fit to chango his
heart. Tom put the evil deslres and
evil inclinations back of him and cameo
out of prison a saved man.

Twelve Years of Upright Life.

It i8 now twelve yvears since Tom
laft prison. He ia holding & good
positlon In one of the towns of Penn
sylvania. We hear from him fre
quently and the burden of his letters
to us is that he thanks God that

i =candal which was of such a char

acter as to render his pastorate unten

able, I In a short time
i was A and moral wreek
In New York he was piecked up by
the police and sent to Dlackwell's is
Jand
Made a Useful Citizen

After Ris release he esme to s,
tranbly told his story and accepted our
1:1 renl add. One of the most elo
aquent and scholarly ministers in Phila-
duiplin, whose letter is on file ot the
prison department, wrote ( Aaptiin An-
derson uraing hilm not to give the tall

noopastor any money, but 1o accord
him such assistance as woulid enabile
| i to obtain some sort of o taothold
| The nssistanee was given, advi Wis
| tendered, the man was indueed 1o b
Bove that all hope was not dead, and
he soon recovered some of i lsst
zronnd

Today he oceupies n promi I
tien with a large orcanization enggod
i the wark of hunian aplift s 2 @
toveeinl speaker and an indefatizable
voiker s falih in human  nature
and fn the ability of the God assisted
man to rise'on “his dead self” s one
of kis most potent assets

George ¥ Warne!! had been so £
quently in prison that hie could not

| Line

thie

Volunteer Prigon league came into hla |

lite, and now he has wished that he
had harkened earller to the godly
counsgel and wise precepts

John C— was lberated in 1007, hav-
ing come under the operation of the
parole law which permitted life pris
oners who had served twenty vears

wnd whose conduct had been good to
paroled. For twenty-seven
John had been an inmate of Sing Singe
prison and for many years of that
time hope and John were strangers

We went into that prison
a message of hope to such poor souls
as he, and it was with gladness that
he received the message, and hie has
told us now he hoped and prayved that
the time would come when he would
secure his relense, and thanks to the
wise measures instituted by our law-
makers he was one of the firat
came under the operation of the
“Wfer” parole law. He
position of trust and responsibility in
one of the largest corporation in New
York eclty.

Forty-seven Years in Prison.

Another example, and thigs one s
c¢ighty-three years old. He was, I
think, the dean of the prisoners of

b years

this slate, for he had spent forty-seven |

vears of his life in the prison. In Dan-
nemora every one knew old Frank
He too was a benefleiary of the life
men’s parole law, for he is now much
bent and at times somewhat fecble

| hehind the

Carryinge

who |

now holdas n |

enter a town without
Mt

receiving imiino
orders from the chiel of police
to depnrt
he

He came to us saving that
could find no place upon which he
el his weary fect. We inter
codidd for him, obtained u place for
him on o farm In New I« rsey. He
proved faithful and today owns
brin and 12 doing a generad and Nros-
perastis real  estate  busines:
times he visits us and often sends
us i donatlon for the purpose of help-
ing others who were as unfortunate or
wicken ag himself,

Now has this all been worth while?

Some

I could take up all the space of this |

isgue ot The Sun telling the story of
the refurmation of men who at some
or othier have helieved that Cvery
man's hand was agalnst them  Our
league has proved that good can come
out of prisons. If all that has been
made public about our prisons during
the past few weeks will but find logd
ment in the hearts and minds of your
readors it will mean
gray wnall
tmngine Now

more for
than

York Sun
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At the Indian Schools.
Nearly 50,000 Indian childron went

to school last year, more than half of |

them being educated at government
schools Mission schools eared for
2000 and more than 17,000 had so far
adopted the white man's ways as to
be enrolled In regular publie schools,
according to a statement on Indian
erducation furnigshed by the Indian of
flee of the United States Dureau of
“dueation.
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BLOODHOUND DIGS
P “TREASURE”

Camphor Scent in Police Statica
Leads to Cache.

FINDS “GRFAT” HOARD

Lockup Keepers of Chicage Jail
Thought Negro “Runner” for Pric
oners Had “Fortune” Hidden and
Start Sherlock Holmes Search.

Chicago. -After three days of dig-
ging in the basement of the South
Clark street police station, a treasure
hoard amounting to $1.20 was uncoy-
ered the other day by Hob, a Siber-
ian bloodhound, owned by Pinky lsen-
stein, who conduets a sccond-hand
hirdware store next door to the sta
tion.

The
son, a

treasure belongs to Sam Wil
negro, who for the last soven
Years has been a “regular boarder” at
the station. He is the only man In
the cmploy of the polien department
who is satisfied with the salary he re-
ceives He never has asked for an
inerease, and a few months ago, when
Mayor Harrison announced a reduc-
tion In policemen's salaries owing te

# shortage of funds. Wilson sent

word to the mayor that he was will-
ing to help him out

Wilson I8 something of a humor
ist. The only salary he pets is what
prisoners  give him for mnning er-
rands He takes coffec and ple and

sandwiches to those behind the bars,
and the usual tip is 5 cents. Some-
times he gets 10 cents for a run hy
purchasing n nlekel eclgar and charg
ing the prisoner o dime for it

For a long time there has been a
suspicion among the policemen at the
station  that Wilson was in affluent
cirenmstances The lockup keepors

probably were to hlame for the stors
that “Wilson had a plunt.”

“That fellow,” meaning Wilson,
Lodkup Keeper Loeonard sald o Cap
taln. O'Brien. “has got all kinds of
momey.  He runs from twenty 1o ity
errands  every day. and there's ol
ways a pleee of citnnge for Sam 1
would not be surprised If he had
sevoral hundred dollars hried zome

where in the bhase
Other lockup ke

id o similar

story about Wilson's buried "

and for months o virleh L
kept on him to see if he wonlid oo to
the place where the hoard ' hiidl-
IL"’.‘

A few days ago Wilson LI B Lt
argument with Serpt. Arthar D Ly
as to the Ingredicents 4 HETLT a
sonthern dish of which Wilson s in-
ordinately fond It emded by W
offering to bet §1 thar 1
PBanahy took him ap

Wilson disappeared for a hal 8
When e returned he had a0 o 1

The Dog Had Dug a Hole

LT that smelled of camphor. It
come from the “plant.'

Nanahy was there
or l':‘.',hT

had
sure Werre sBeven
hundred more dollars whers
that camphor smelling bl came from
Al that

moment  Hob, the Siberian

bloodhound, wagged his way into the
slation PDanahy snatehed  the  hill
from Wilson’s hand and gave i
dog a suiff. He then led the begst ‘o
the basgment and told Dol to find
the treasure, but without suces

The following diy Bob was nEaln
glven the soent of the eamphorated)
bill and this time he bed the treasore
seckera (o the front part of the bas
ment which concretod Picks
were sunk into thie vlinnant o 1P
sition and cvery man in the staltion
who on reserve duly owp e o
out of hed (o help in t) k. When
they qult the basement was complet
Iy dupg uy

Loud velps frem Tob broushit tha
police on the run to the alley tho
rear of “he station. The dos had due
n hole about two foet deep nr the
Ide of the rear door Ornece more
the pleks and shovels were bhronght
into service and after a few mingteys’
work the treasure hox was  fouml
Besldes the money It econtained g i

presidentinl campadegn button of
William Jennings Bryan and a cheelk
good for 2% centr on a 15-cent drink.
Really|

Chicago.— Chicago men spend 8750 -
My every year for thelr nighties, ae-
cording to a report {ssued by the
board of commerce, Shirts alone cosn
them §7,500,000.

|

‘Plan  Public Golf Links at the National Capital

-_—
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'
ASHINGTUON. - President Wilson's
new commissioners for the Dis-

trict of Columbia are plunning to pro-
vide the national capital with public
golf links, and golfers already are
wagering that when the new links are
aviailable the ehlef oxecutive will be
found playind on them,

At present he gives the 2o so-
called fashionable golf eclubs the RO-
by and motors over the hills of Vir-
ginia, where the common folks maln-
tidn the Washington Golf club,

The membership of  the club is
mide up mainly of government clerks
and other persons who have to look
sharp to make both ends meet finan-
cially.  The democracy of the play-
ground secmed to appeal to the pres-
fdent .

All golfers agree that golf is played
for elther one or two purposes —exer-
clse or pleasure. If vou play a good
game, yop play for pleasure. 1If your
game is bad, you play for exercise—
and you get plenty of it

Now, the Presldent is

not so bad

;a8 they make them, by quite a long
way, but he still I8 In the exercise
class.

He plays golf for the good it does
him and because he never expects to
make his living teaching golf to be-
gloners.

He goes out to the club with two
automoblles. He i8 in the front one
with Dr. Cary Grayson, while the see-
ond carries a secret service man or
two,

The president usually reaches the
club about 3:30,

He plays the first nine holes very
leisurely, without the least sign of
having to hurry back to the White
House. Then he usnaiiy cuts off to
the seventeenth, playing ithat hole
and the eighteenth. Then, without
going into the club house, he gets into
the automobile and rides back to the
White House,

With the president, golfing serves
as no silk-stocking amusement. He
never plays golf with the nabobs of
the town. His almost exclusive golf-
ing companion is Dr. Grayson.

Indeed, President Wilson has not
devoted himself in the least to mak-
ing friends in the wealthy.

Indeed, if the president were in pur-
suit of soclety, he would not play
golf at the Washington Golf club. So-
clety is not found there—not the kind
that is spelled with capitals. SOCIK
ETY abldes at the Chevy Chase club.

Wanted Senator to Look Up a Prospective Wife

HiZ other day Senator Knute Nel-

son was startled
uf a letter which contained the fol-
lowing eclipping from a publication
called Cupid’s Column. s surprise
grew as he read the elipping, which
was as follows:

U2VARR Washington, D. .—1 am a
young widow, twenty-dive years of age.
No children; 130 pounds, blonde
halr, gray eyes, very good form, good
disposition, French Methodist; have a
small Income; ke both  eity and
country life.  Would like to corre-
spond with some young man matrl-
monially inclined. See my photo.”

To the right of this touching mis-
8ive was a picture, also elipped from

by the receipt

HE

a newspaper, of a remuarkably pretty
girl, wearing a low collar and an
elaborate pleture hat

The senator, who {8 over seventy

vears of are and married, at once be-
gan to suspect that some widow had
her eves on him. Dut taking another
look into the envelope he found the
following letter and a photograph of
n young man, The letter read:

“I awm mailing your picture and
vour description,” =aid the note, “to
the city of Washingion, . . 1 hope
you will get it and write to me at

once, for | am a young bachelor, and
my father owns a farm in Minnesota,

e

THINK I'M
)) RUNNING A
& MATRIMOMIAL

with @ diteh running through it, and
I um sure that we will be happy
here. 1 am 5 feet § Inches——" and
much more to that effect. On the
back of this was written:

“Dear Senator: This young woman
lives in your city. Please look her
up for me, as | want to marry her.
I put her photograph outside the en-
velope, but the postoffice authorities
returned it to me. If you will look
her up and tell her to write me I will
be much obliged to you and will re-
member your kind favor.”

All  the senator said when he
dropped the envelope and its contents
Into the wastebasket wasa:

“He wants me to open a matri-
monial agenecy for his gpecial benefit
Now, I'll do any number of things
for the people, but T'll be hlamed If I

will do that.”

They Tell McAdoo How

: CAN GET
38 ¥ JICAN ¢
)

HE people who know

how to run
the United States  government
better than the wwen who made it are
numerous, and thay always have their
luformation on tap. The other day a
woman, who is tired of government
interference, wrote to Secretary Me-
Adoo as follows:
“Hon. Seety MeAdloo,

“8Sir: Why do It for you to perse-
cute the little stocks of Steol and New
Haven and Telefun, Only a little 1
have and now all gone so that 1
cant make any will to give to my oun.
My livwyer savs It s alright becus
Wilson will do it. but he gets my
money, and my husband s n striker,
My bank says it i was Mr, Taft &

to Run U. S. Treasury

Mr, Wickersham, and my Savings De-
partment says it is Wilson & Mr. Me-
Adloo. Respectfully Yours, — ~

Another letter which Secretary Me-
Adoo received Is even funnier than the
foregoing. )

"U. 8. Gov—t" writes from Fresno,
Cal. The letter i{s dated June 2 and is
as follows:

“Mr. McAdee: In regard to all gov-
srnment money Loan none out unless
you can get § per cent. Have all
Departments Deposit every week In
National Treasury money collect that
week., Keep everything in first-class
shape equipped Treasury Department
with a Burglar alarm system if neces-
sary and have for protection four Arm
Guards at night. Swear them in to
be loyal to the Government, which is
45 States and Island Possessions.
Yours truly,

“Signed In full: U, 8. GOV—T."

Uinder the signature appears the
following: “Approved at 5:20 P. M."

The left-hand margin has been

|

l

utilized for the following postscript:

“Loan it on the same terms as bank-
ers do. Good Bye."

This

STORY which Is going around the |
A lobhies and clonkrooms at the
itol o theso daya of seant patron-
age had its origin at th national !
ipttal with Seerctary "edlield of the |
department of coimmoree
“I happened at o thme when there |
w koeen rivalry for government po
tona,"™  sald sSecretary Nedfield, |
that a young man named Allen de- |
Ired a placse in the postoilies depart
ment and applicd 1o his cengressman.
He was told he could et no  place
until a vacancy arose He walted

for several weeks and one day, when
his money was nearly exhausted, he
went down to a heach nearby. There
were many people bathing there and
among them was a
recognized as a clerk In the dlvision
shich he sought for a place.

“This clerk ventured beyond his
iepth and was drowned. When the
wdy was brought ashore Allen hur-

rled up to his
dalmed :

"1 ean have that Job now!
@ A vacancy!’

congresaman and ex-

There

man whom Allen |

Job Hunter Certainly Was a Good Guesser

“*Where? sald the congressman.
““Why, a clerk in that division was
drowned this afternoon.'

"The congressman looked at him
sadly. ‘I regret to inform you,’ he
sald, ‘that you are too late; the place
has been fllied.’

“'How can that be? shouted Allen.

| “The man has just been drowned!®

Yes, I know,” answered the con-
gressman, “but the place was obtained
by a Massachusetts man who saw
the clerk go in swimming. He made
a4 correct guess that the clerk could
not swim and made his application by
telephone ten minutes before the
clerk's body was brought to shore’™




