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LEXINGTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1921.

.-P.olicéman' Asbill Scored
f o~ d Shooting on
Foﬁrth of July—Recom-
“mend ‘Abolishing =~ Holidays
" for Convicts.

‘The grand jury of Lexington county

t t6 the court. THMe presentment

’-‘-’l_i&i‘fhursdaf brought in its present-,

{mend that this flat be repaired at
1 once.

i Upon investigation, we find that the
Erepa_irs which we previously recom-
' mended to be made on the county jail
i have not been made. We again
recommend that these repairs bé
made at once by the proper authori-

ties. -

We recommend that our officers be
more vigilant in the proper enforce-
ment of the prohibition laws; and,
also, the law regulating speed of

motor cars on the public highways.

ed upon many matters of im-
. . mnce to the county, including the
' recent lynching of Will Allen near
ﬁn. tsie\pre\'aﬂing system of al-
AWE some convicts on the_ chain-
;Egaég}"we:ek-end holidays, improye-
" ment of matters at the county poor-
. fouse and others. The grand jury
\,;wa.s ‘ha-rticu]ar;ly '

"-fgﬁmnation- of Rural Policeman Asbill

severe iE its con-

of Dr. Rice B, Harmon on the
. Fourth of July last and asked Judge
WAy Saase to publicly reprimand the offi-
¢ car: Judge Sease stated that this
, wa_s out of his province, but said that
i# the presentment of the grand jury
. X correct ‘the officer should be re-
" moved “from office.- He directed the
c;grgk of court t0 transmit to the leg-
»islatxve ;delegi;.t.io.n a copy of that por-
: *‘t;n;_‘c';f the presentment dealing with
% Lt ;:né.tter together wih his com-

:.-I_‘he presentment in full was as fol-

it “thereon.

il

,gg‘x‘{o;. Th

i Judge:.

: \ .-“ﬁ%__beg leave to report to this hon-

fable court that we have considered

d upon all bills ‘of indictment

us by the sdlﬂc\itor. Our en-
l

.
Presentingat
omas S. Sease, Presiding

ts_will be found upon ail of
dictments and thus speak for
€s. !

“nty near Chapin, upon which .
onor has spoken to us, we heg

in investigation of this matter.

In this connection, we wish to

e _
b violence.

particular case of this sort is that

£ Will (“Shine”) Meetze, now serv-,

g time on the gang. We recom-
nd that the nroper officers be re-
ﬁuired to discontinue such privileges
L to such convicts.
‘?‘."s ﬁe find that there are some repairs

teeded at the county poorhouse. We
: repairs
once.  We also recommend
¢ present steward of the poor-
; :.'.r My be put in his place,
the expenses may be reduced.
her recommend that the farm

nty poorhouse .be S0 man-
aining, and provide provis-
r. the county chaingang.
-recommend that all mail route
be kept in a good state of re-
; [ and that the county supervisor
bkein all unused tools and machin-
- ery and properly house them, or sell
_them.

We ,present Jim Jones and Elsie
Jones of near Swansea, for living in
adultery, and recommend that the

this case.

It has been reported to us that
‘Magistrate Scnn of Swansea, did. on
or about the 12th of September, 1921,
settle a case of violation of the prohi-
bition law, for the sum of fiftvy dol-

e
b
<

.~ - lars. We think that this action is be-
v \3‘ond his authority. and rvecommend
£ “that the matter bhe investigated at

once. A
The “at at Hone's Ferry crossing

[

the Iynching that pccurred in.

i:t.\th‘at the solicitor has inform- |
S
jjury that a detective ismow en- !

@ that\ this will be followed by
roper action by the rroper authori-

> on record as strongly condemnifhg | wanton act while in the a
1
s Through our committees, we be"l
_repert that we find the chaingang county offices as required by law, and gease is a firm judge. & man of posi-
“the county in good condition: but ! We beg to report that we have found | tive convictions and fearless expres-
has been called to our attention!all of them in good condition, with' gion of them, but hé is also just and
certain “trusties” of the gang: the (’a:\'ception of some contention be-| rajy” During his stay in Lexington
‘e repeatedly been seen riding on, tWweén the present county superintend- he spent the time at the home of
. public highway dressed in ordi—; ent of education and his predecessor
eivilian clothes, and that these't
me '-pérsons have been seen in Co- | report of that office. We are not sure |,
ia. dressed in the same manner. |

be

¢ removed and that a man of ;

‘that the institution may become |

day last, September 15. The little
{.fellow was playing with his Ilittle
‘brother and sister at home. The

L Marion was a bright, winsome boy,

solicitor take the necessary steps int
i

> schain.
| tinng ever attending the funeral of one

ia in bad condition for use, We recaom- !

We wish to call the attention of
this court to an indictment handed
.us charging Rural Policeman George
W. Asbill with assault with intent
to kill. We thoroughly investigated
this bill of indictment, and for reas-
ons best known to this jury, returned
the said indictment with our endorse-:
ment of “no bill"_ thereon. In this
case, Policeman Asbill was charged
Twith having fired his pistol into an
automobile which was being driven
on the public highway of the county
by Dr. Rice B. Harmon, on the 4th
of July, 1921, when the said Dr. Har-
mon failed to stop his car at some
insignificant signal of the said -police-
man. This grand jury desires to
 heartily cooperate with all of the

taining law and order, but all of such
peace officers should act with due
caution and discretion in the perform- |
ance of théir duties. In this case,
we think that Policeman Asbill flag-
rantly abused his high authority, and
acted carelessly. and wrecklessly, and |
needlessly endangered the life of an
innocent person who was riding in
the car at the time. The rural policei
svstem was established in Lexington
county during the last session of the:i
general assembly, and such careless-?
ness dnd indiscretion on the pnart of?'
the  police will “quickly throw the
whole system into disrepute and
greatly minimize the wholesome effect
the sysiem was \intended to hring.ll
This jury has net the appeinting nor
the removal power in connection with

. & ]
the rural police, but we desive 1o Zo,

lon record  as condemning, in the:
strongest measures possible, the [-;01-:
ish. wreckiess and dangerous act of!
.\sf}ili :
above referred two; and we hereby re-!

this honorable |

Policenuin on the occasion:

spectiully reguest

court to administer to Rural l’ulit-u-i
'man George W. Asbill, & public ren- |
: rimand for his careless, wreckless and -
is:rh?trge 01'5
! his duty. l.

We

7

have examined the va:-iuus[

in office as to the filing of the annual

' as to the law governing this matter,
. but suggest that it be done promptly
‘and by the proper person.
i We desire to thank the presiding!
judge, the court .officials, and thg
:various county officers for the many
| courtesies extended us in our work. |
| Respectfully submitted,
E J. H. ROBERTS,
Foreman of the Grand Jury.
September 15, 1921,

i
]
1l

SON OI" MR. AND MRS. H. A,
ROBERTS CHOKED TO DEATH]
|

Marion O'Neil Iloberts, little son of!

“Mr. and Mrs. Harry A. Roberts, was
choked to death by a pindar Satur-

‘little girl gave him a pindar, which
in some way lodged in his throat.
When his critical condition was
“known he was rushed to the office of
reaching the doctor's office. Little
‘just six years, two months and 15
days old at the time of his death. He
/had endeared himself to wall with
whom he came in contact. He had
just entered school this session for
‘the first time. Funeral services were
held Sunday afternoon at St. Steph-
en's Lutheran church, conducted by
pastor, Rev. Arthur BE. Oben-
One of the largest congregu-

the

Mr. and Mrs.
IZoherts have the sympathy of the en-

‘80 voung was present.

B —

vlive commongs

peace officery of the county in main-

f:mcl three white

i will have

.Dr. G. F. Roberts, but died beforer

LEXINGTCN HAS RESOURCES

folks.

ter is as follows:

Gentlemen:
Please find enclosed

ers are organizing.
the peach industry began

Northern markets, and s
dustry has resulted. Ib
all the resources that oth

forward. Not long.ago

from our Lexington figs,
finest Yever ate, or if the

The Dispatch-News; has received from a valued
subscriber in Washington City the communication be-
low which should prove of some encouragement to our
The writer of the letter is a native of Lexington
who still retains her interest in the old home.

1472 Monroe St., N. W.,
The Lexington Dispatch-News;

subscription to your paper.
I was much interested to read that the truck-
I remember very well when

a native of-Connecticut, suﬁ
_a nursery man, that peac

have, and only needs a little push and pluck to go

here at 50c per quart, shipped from California, and
- I was wondering if California figs were different

only a little more progressive. )
fancy prices here all the year round it seems to me,
Grapes are now 20c and 25¢ per pound.

The let-

Washington, D. C.,
September 6. 1921.

check for renewal of my

in Georgia. An old lady,
gested to her grandson,
es might be grown for
ee what an enormous in-
elieve that Lexington has
er sections of the country

I saw figs in the market
which seemed to me the

people of California were
Asparagus brings

Truly yours,
ANNIE S. HOLLAND.

HISTORIC COURT TERM
CAME TO CLOSE SATURDAY
With, the conclusion ol the Rawl
case Saturday, one of the most historic
terms of court ever held in Lexington
came to an end.

it has been a very tryving week onp

oilicials  and  attendants. The  ex-
treme heat added materialy to the
discomiort,  Interest in most cases

1(:15: keen and the court house was

packed practically every day.

Asg a result of this term ol ¢ourns
three white men were sentenced o
the electric charr, two white women

nen sentenced

el

to life imprisonment, while various

other sentences of smaller

were imposed upon white and black.

wenalties

Both the chaingang and penitentiary
their
while the county jail has Dheen (oeni-
porarvily aimost depopulated.

Every immportant case on the docket

population= swelled,

except that agains:t Kelly and Goft
aud the Swaydeert case was disposed
of. Owing 1o the death ol Mr. Swy-

gert's Brogher on Wednesday the case

against him was deferred, while thef

IKelly case was postponed on account
ot a technicality. -
; Judge‘Sease was on the job all tiie
week and dispacihed the business of
the court as rapidly as possible. Judge

Dr. P. H. Shealy, who is connected
to'him by marriage.

As a result of this term of court
$800 in fines were paid over. There
remains $£600 which other persons

' hope™ to raise.

—_—r————————
KELLY CASE POSTPONED

TILL JANUARY TERM.

Upon the motion of Cole [. Blease,
for the defense, the case
against “Newt'™ Kelly and Frank
‘Goff, charged the murder of
David Shull, was postponed until the
February term of court The grounds
for continuance were that the clerk of
couirt had affixed seal at the
wrong place on the paper summoning
the grand jury which handed out the
indictment against the defendants
and further that the minutes of the
‘clerk of the court did not show that
.;the grand jury had ever ben sworn.
As the case would have been appealed

‘attorney

with

his

in any event it was continued until
the neat term of court. which might
When the

mext term of court meets in January

possibily save two trials.

there will be a new grand jury. It is
presumed that at that time the de-

fects claimed by the attorneys will
be remedied and a new indictment
will be handed out. It is said that
no case bearing on this point has ever

been decided by the supreme court.

——— e ——————
SKRILL RAWL EXONERATED
: BY JURY SATURDAY
1.. Williun Hawl of DBatesburg was
Saturday cleared of a serious charge,
when the jury in his case brought in
o verdict of “not guilty” on a charge
of assault with intent to ravish and
assault and battery of a high and ag-
gré.-\'ated nature. The jury remained
| out only about an hour.

itractc—d considerable attention.

itriul consumed all of Friday and gntil
ithe dinner recess Saturday, the greate
part of the Saturday

voted to arguments

The case at-

The

ses=ion bheing de-
The

‘:--rml‘_'__:(_!"

I
of co.ansel.
" 1

defense wius  represented by

Bell Timmnerman, G, T, CGrahan and
12. 1.. Asbill, while J.
mondg. former solicitor of this cireuit

and until recently United States dis-

Thur-

N,

et attorney, assisted Solicitor Calli-
son in the prosecution. This was the
last case tried and the only one at this
tern n((-uurl in which an acquittal
was secured.
—_— e ———————
SHERIFDY ReOoT POURS OUT
S0 GALLONS 01" LIQUOCR

Sheritt 2. Austin Roof Monday
dumped $0 gallons of alleged corn
whiskey into the garden adjoining the
jail. The bhooze was captured from
various persons at different times un-
til the sheriff thought a sufficient
stock had been accvumulated, so on
Monday morning he cailed to the
mourners’ bench some sad-eyved and
solemn-visaged “tussickites”
them an ocular and
olfactory  demonstration ¢ that the
drought which had settled over the
land was purely a weather drought.
An interested crowd of spectators
watched the performance: The odor
of the liquor was plainly to be de-
tected for some distance.

—— D ———————
NEGRO WOMAN SENTEXNCED
FOR \'I()L.-‘\TI}'G LIQUOR ILAW

and

proceeded to give

Annie Workman, a negro woman of
Cayvee, pleaded guilty in court last
week to a charge of violating the pro-
and was sentenced by
10 months in the
county jail and payment of §500. Sen-

hibition law

Judge Sease to
tence wis suspended during good be-
haviour upoen payment of $200.
30N HEUR CLUB
The Bon Heur Club will meet Fri-

day at 4:30 o'clock with
Mrs. F. G, oand Miss Ethel Dreher.

afternoon

THE FARMERS' CALL

Come to Batesburg, Saturday, September
2 o’clock at the band stand. The First National Bank
Official has an important announcement for you. The
County Farm Agents will address you. There is money
in this for you farmers so be on time.

24, at

E. C. RIDGELL,
M. E. RUTLAND,

LIFE TERMS
FOR COOKS
AND BARFIELDS

Jantes Barfield. Sr., Mrs, Julia Cool, |

her son, Ira Cook, her dauzhter, Min- |
nie Cook, and Henry Wheeler were |
Thursday sentenced by Judge Seuase to 5
life imprisonment for the murder n!‘:
Marcellus Cock near Steadman sev-;
eral weeks ago. By direction of|
Judge Sease the jury rendered a ver-
diet of “QGuilty with recommendation
to the mercy of the court.”

Attornevs appointed by the court last
Monday to defend the prisoners stated
Thursday that the defendants admit-
ted their guilt, but inasmuch as ex-
perts agreed that they were of such
low mental calibre that they were not
as responsible as persons of a higheri

-

_order 0f mentality. they should be en-
i .
titled

to some consideration. Evi-
dence as to their mental development
was the only evidence introduced.
G Croft Williams, secretary of the
State Board of Public Welfare, was
the first witness. and he stated that
he had examined all of the defendants
and had found Ira Cook and Mimie|
Cook to be \'91:}‘ low in mentality, with
niinds of a normal child of seven;
vears The other three, Mrs. Juliui
Cook, Henry Wheeler and James Bm‘-{
field, Sr., of a little higher mentality, !
but considerably below normal. JMr :
Williams also read report of Dr. Ari-
hella Feldkamp of New York, repre-:
senting the national committee ol’i
mental hygiene, who had examined |
all of the defendants and found them |
to be mentally deﬁcient. '
Miss Louise Bishop, field agent for .
the State Board of Public Welfare, |
was next placed on the stand and tes-?
tified that she had examined all of the |
defendants and found them to be con-f
siderably below the average ment:al-:
ity. MMrs. Julia Cook, 48 vears of age.!
had a mind of a normal child 9 ,\'».'-:::'s‘
old; Ira C. Cook, 19 years old, a
mind of 7 years: Henry Wheeler, 20
\

5

vears old ,u mind of 9 years: Jame

~Larfield. 63 vears old, had & mind of

5 wvears: Sardh Mimie Cook, 16 vears

old, a mind of 7. She expladined the

differenee between e pavsionl oo
el the mental aze, and sadd the de-
fendants were normal physically b

their minds had been retarded. caused

no doubt Dby the surroundings under’

which they had been brought up.
The State did

witnesses, ani

not introduce

the

any’

at conclusion ":..
the defense testimony Solicitor Culli-|
son asked the jurk o find « \'f;-rdir-ti
with recommendation to:

He said he did not feel that

State of South Carolina should

of guilty
mercy.
the
ask for a more severe sentence under
the circunrsiances, The attorneys fo: |
the defense also asked for life sen-;
tences.

At the conclusion of the arguments,
Judge Sease said that since all parties!
had asked for the same verdict the)
only thing for him to do was to direct1
a verdict, which he did. and sentenced |
them to life imprisonment in the smt--:;
penitentiary. None of the prisoners|
at bar seemed to care what happen:-di
to them. and Wheeler smiled ufter
sentence was passed.

The five defendants were represent-
ed by E. L. Asbill, John D. Carroll.|
Cyrus [.. Shealy and G. T. G'a.ham,!
being appointed by the court. '

The crime for which the five de-
fendants was sentenced was a partic-|
ularly shocking one. It occurred near |
Steadman. According to the confes-
sions of Ira Cook and Wheeler, which'
were substantiated by th® two women,:

|
1
1

and her allezed paramour, Darfield. A
previous attempt had been made to,
poisvn the oid man with caleium ar-
the
AMrs. Cook. summoning to her aid her!
and Wheeler,

her son to|

senate, but on day in aquestion

son and daughter a
wages hand, instructed
cut his father's throat with a razor.
This was done by the boy, his mother
holding Wheeler one arm'
and the daughter the old man's legs. |
The old man’s head was nearly sev-|
ered from his body., The guilty people
then pliced the razor which was the '

one armi,

instrument 1& which the aged pare-!
Ivtic came o his death in the hands]
of the dead man, holding it until the
rigor of death firmly fastened_ it there,
They prepared dinner and later went!
1o the field to work, according to theiv
confession. time in the
noon thev phoned Sheritff Roof tha:

Some

the old mon had committed suicide. !

Jut, nurder will out. They had over-

D. E. ETHEREDGE.

hand when the ghastle)
i
R

piaved their

.\ -
wound was= inflicted, and Dr. 1.

the plot was hatched by Mrs. Cook '

}
after-!

COUNTY FAIR
LESS THAN MONTH
FROH TODAY

The Lexington County fair is now
less than a month off and Secretary
Leaphart is busy with atcive prepa-

rutinns for what promises to be a
The dates on which the
fair will be held this year are October
1s. and 20, a little less than 2
month away now. Mr. Leaphart be-
lieves that from the interest already
ruanifested prospects for a fine show-
ing of exhibits are good for this year.
Every effort will be made to make the
fair as good if not better than any
ever held. Attractive premiums arc
offered for displays of all kinds of
farm products and household stuft,
fancy work, etc.

Plans are being developed to lay
stress at the county fair upon better
farming methods and closer coopera-

Zoenl rair

19

‘ tion in the marketing of farm prod-

ucts gnd it is hoped that at an early
date an important announceraent
along this line can be made.

There will be plenty of good music,
several free shows and plenty of
amusements of all kinds to while
away dull care, and the fair authori-
ties are anticipating a good crowd on

‘all three days of the fair.

R ——
LORICK—BATEMAN

Married at the Methodist parsonage
in Lexington, Thursday, September
15th, at 9 a. m., Miss Marguerite Loz-
ick to Mr. Courtney Bateman.

The bride is the eldest daughter of
Alr.,and Mrs. W. A. Lorick. For the
past two years she has been the efii-
cient bookkeeper in the office of
county treasurer. She was one of the
most popular of the younger social
set of Lexington and numbered Iier
friends by her acquaintances.

Mr. Bateman is a native of Colun.-
bia and for the vast year has hell
the responsible position of pay-masier

for the Lexington and Red Bank cct-

ton mills. He is a popular
man with a bright business future,
They left
ceremony amid showers ol rice, for
Asheville, N .. and other points ia
“The Land of the Sky™. -

young

e

immediately after tle
c

The young couple will make thsic
home in Columbia.
i T O “
NEGRO ABRESTED ON CHARGE

OI' VIOLATING LIQUOR LAWY

Special to The Dispatch-News.,
Sept. 17.—Early last
as P. G. Freshley, rural policeman,
was coming into Irmo. he passed on
the road Henry Eichelberger, negro.
The policeman noticed that the negro
carried a bundle in arms. He
passed the negro, when the
negro got to Irmo. he did not have
the bundle. The policeman was sus-
picious, having been apprised of the
fact that this negro was handling
whiskey. He called Magistrate Hook,
who went with him to search for the
liquor, which wag soon found hid-
den under the end of The Lorick Co’'s.
seed house. Magistrate Hook then
sent for his constable, W. C. Koon,
and the rural policeman retired. Con-

Irmo. night

his
and

stable Koon, armed with shot gun
and pistol. stood watch over the
linuor. In less than thirty minutes

he had Henry Eichelberger arrested,
having arrested him when he was in
the act of removing the liquor from
irs hiding place. The negro was placed
in the guardhouse for the night. This
morning he was brought bhefore thz
magistrate, waived preliminary and
was sent to Lexington jail to await
trial.

—_—i e —————————
COTTON MARKET GOES TP

AFTER CONSIDERABLE SAG

After a considerable sag in the cot-

ton market. which carried the price

I down several cents per pound there

has been considerable recovery. A
price of 19 3-4c., was offered on th2
local market for good cotton today.
The crop will be very light in this
county owing to boell weevil damase

and unatfavorable weather.

Wingard who ™ examined the body
found from the nature of the woun.l
that it would have been impossible
for it to have been self-inflicted. Soon
after the coroner's inquest Barfield
He had not been in jail
long until he implicated the bovs,
Con't and Wheeler, who in a confes-

ginn =oen after beine laocked up imw

was arvested.

1 the two women and Barfield.

F S R




